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Prince  Philip  snipes  at  Bill  to  ban  handguns  after  Dunblane 
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Btv  Jill  Sherman,  Andrew  Pierce 
and  Bill  Frost 


Prince  PinBp:  KQ  unfair 


THE  . Duke  of  Edinburgh  yesterday 
suggested  that  members  of  shooting 
dims  were  no  more  dangerous  than 
members  of  golf  or  squash  dubs. 

Prince  Philip  took  the  unusual 
stop  of  commenting  cm  government 
policy  by  implying  that  the  new 
legislation  to  ban  certain  handguns 
would  be  ineffective  because  h 
would  not  prevent  weapons  getting 
into  the  hands  of criminals.  ... 

hr  an  interview  until  BBC  Radio 
Pfve  live’s  Inside  Edge,  he  said:  “I 
sympathise  desperately  with  the 


people  who  are  bereaved  at  Dun¬ 
blane,  but  rm  not  altogether  con¬ 
vinced  that  it's  the  best  system  to 
somehow  shift  die  blame  on  to  a 
very  large  and  peaceable  part  of  the 
community." 

He  added;  "I  mean  ...  if  a 
cricketer,  for  instance,  suddenly 
decided  to  go  into  a  school  and 
baiter  a  lot  of  people  to  death  with  a 
cricket  bat  which  he  could  do  very 
easily.  1  mean  are  you  going  to  ban 
cricket  bats?  There’s  no  evidence 
that  people  who  use  weapons  far 
sport  are  any  more  dangerous  than 
people  who  use  golf  dubs  or  tennis 
rackets  or  crickd  bats.”  He  called 


far  MPs  and  campaigners  to  pause 
and  think  before' the  legislation 
became  law. 

His  comments  were  warmly  wel¬ 
comed  by  the  shooting  lobby  but 
deplored  by  anti-gun  campaigners, 
who  said  they  were  "sickened”  by 
his  views  on  gun  sports. 

Ann  Pearston.  one  of  the  Dun¬ 
blane  Snowdrop  petition 
organisers,  said:  To  think  of  the 
Queen  coming  up  here  and  laying  a 
wreath  at  our  school  and  then 
hearing  her  husband  say  something 
like  tins  sickens  me  — it  is  the  Royal 
Family  giving  with  one  hand  and 
taking  away  from  the  other." 


The  Firearms  (Amendment!  Bill  is 
going  through  the  House  of  Lords, 
where  it  has  been  opposed  by  more 
than  40  peers.  Although  it  adueved 
its  Second  Reading  this  week,  peers 
are  threatening  to  rebel  during  the 
committee  stage  of  the  Bill,  which 
bans  all  handguns  over  0.22  calibre. 

The  Earl  of  Shrewsbury,  the 
Governments  chief  adviser  on  gun 
laws,  has  also  criticised  the  pro¬ 
posed  legislation,  accusing  politi¬ 
cians  on  all  sides  of  "a  disastrous 
kneqerk  reaction". 

Prince  Philip  said  in  his  pre¬ 
recorded  interview,  to  be  broadcast 
tonight,  that  it  was  important  to 


make  a  difference  between  what 
“the  weapons  can  do  and  what  the 
people  can  do".  He  added:  There 
are  always  going  to  be  unstable 
people  who  are  going  to  do  mon¬ 
strous  things.  We  know  that.  Bui  I 
don’t  think  it  helps  by  taking  it  out 
on  the  rest  of  the  population." 

He  believed  transferring  the 
blame  for  the  killing  of  16  children 
and  their  teacher  last  March  on  to 
“sport  shooters"  was  "a  little  unrea¬ 
sonable".  He  understood  those  call¬ 
ing  for  a  total  handgun  ban  but 
argued  that  the  main  problem  was 
that  the  legislation  would  not  work 
as  it  had  to  be  enforceable.  Existing 


regulations  on  owning  guns  should 
be  tightened  instead,  he  said. 

The  shooting  lobby  was  delighted 
by  the  Prince’s  intervention.  Mich¬ 
ael  Yardley.  for  the  Sportsman's 
Association  of  Great  Britain  and 
Northern  Ireland,  said:  “Clearly 
there  has  been  a  scapegoating  of  the 
shooting  community'  since  the  Dun¬ 
blane  tragedy,  probably  because 
Thomas  Hamilton  is  dead  and  not 
available  to  face  the  music." 

It  is  estimated  that  in  the  past  30 
years  the  Prince  has  shot  a  tiger,  two 
crocodiles,  60  wild  boar,  stags, 
rabbits,  ducks  and  at  least  30,000 
pheasant. 


MARTIN  MEJtAMP 


By  David  Adams,  loin  America  correspondent,  and  Our  Foreign  Staff 


GUERRILLAS  who  took  near¬ 
ly  500  diplomats,  politicians, 
business  leaders  arid  other 
officials  hostage  at  a  glitfermg 
embassy  reception  in  lima 
threatened  last  night  to  start 
shooting  their  captives  one  by 
ona 

The  leftist  rebels  got  in  to  the 
Japanese  Ambassador's  resi¬ 
dence  disguised  as  waiters 
carrying  champagne  and  hois 
d  Oeuvres  on  Tuesday  night, 
andpromptiyletoffexpIcsTres 
and  starting  firing  automatic 
weapons.  One  of  the  23  rebels’ 
was  wounded  in  a. bour-tang 
gunfight  with  police,  azuf  170 
women  and  dderiy  hostages 
were  eventually  released- 

Yesterday. 21  hours  after  the 
siege  began,  the  mvaders  de¬ 
manded^ face-to-face  talks  with 
Eton’s  President  Fujftnori  and 
said  that  unless  tfiqr  got  their 
way ,  tiny  would  start  shooting 
tiie  hostages,  with  the  Foreign 
Minister  Francisco  Tudehi  the 
first  victim. 

As  the  Peruvian  Cabinet 
held  an  emergency  session  to 


discuss  tfaecrisas,  smrikp  could 
be  seen  above  the  15ft  walls 
around  iheresdence.  which 
was  surrounded  by  pdtee  and 
troops.' At  the. -same  time, 
mariesmen  patrolled  the  roofs 
ofndghbotaingbiiiklings.  -• 
The  guerrillas,  whodaim  to 
be  from  the  far  left  Tupac 
Amaru  Revotutionaiy  Move¬ 
ment,  are  demanding  the  re¬ 
lease  of  a  number  -of  jailed 
comrades.  review:  of  prisgar 


Chtirch:  British  envoy 


conditions  and  curbs  mi  the 
Japanese  influence  on  the 
Governments  economic  poli¬ 
cy.  President  Fujimori' is  of 
Japanese  origin.  • 

"What  we  are  asking  is  the 
liberation  of  all  of  our  com¬ 
rades,  who  are  being  mistreat¬ 
ed  and  tortured  in  the 
dungeons  of  foe  various  pris¬ 
ons."  a  spokesman  said.  “We 
are  dean  the  Abandon- of  , all 
our  prisoners,  or  we  die  with 
aft  tne  hostages.”  . 

Besides  Senior  Tudda.  the 
hostages  include  Peru's  Agri¬ 
culture  Minister,  the  Speaker, 
six  members  of  Parliament 
and  the  president  of  the  Su¬ 
preme  Court  as  weD  as  some 
18  foreign  ambassadors  and 
scores  of.  oiher  diplomats  — 
including  .  Britain’s  Roger 
Church.  The  heads  of  more 
than  a  dozen  Japanese  firms 
are  among  the  business  lead¬ 
ers  being  held,  along  with 
mi&taxy  officers,  teachers  and 
representatives  of  about  20 
Japanese  :  associations  who 
lad  gone  to  the  residence  to 


Aplam-dothed  police  officer  waves  a  pistol  as  some  of  the  hostages  are  freed  from  the  Japanese  Ambassador’s  residence  in  lima  yesterday 


celebrate  Emperor  Akihito’s 
birthday.  The  President's  wife 
and  mother  and  sister  were 
among  those  released. 

.  Yesterday  morning  a  repre¬ 
sentative  from  the  Internation¬ 
al  Red  Cross  entered  the 
compound  to  act  as  mediator 
and  four  more  hostages  were 
freed.  The  Japanese  Ambassa¬ 
dor.  Morihisa  Add,  said  that 
apart  from  one  rebel,  no  one 


had  been  injured  and  that 
evnyone  was  safe. 

Salfr  Bowen,  a  British  free¬ 
lance  journalist  who  was 
among  the  first  group  of 
hostages  to  be  freed,  last  night 
described  how  she  had  beat 
eating  and  drinking  in  a 
marquee  on  the  fawn  with 
other  women  “dressed  up  to 
the  nines"  when  the  guerrillas 
struck.  She  said  she  heard  a 


huge  explosion,  followed  90 
seconds  later  fry  automatic 
gunfire:  That  indicated  that 
something  really  serious  was 
happening.  It  was  fairly  in¬ 
tense  gunfire.  There  was 
machinegun  fire  then  heavier 
fire,  which  sounded  like 
artillery." 

Within  moments,  guerrillas 
wearing  red  and  white  scarves 
appeared  and.  using 


loudhailers.  told  the  guests  to 
lie  face  down  on  tiie  Iloor. 
“They  thratened  that  if  we 
lifted  our  heads  we  would  bg. 
shot."  Ms  Bowen  said. 

■pie  guests,  who  were  “fairly 
quia"  and  in  a  state  of 
“controlled  panic",  remained 
on  the  floor  for  about  40 
minutes  until  the  gunfire  died 
down  and  then  they  were 
divided  up  and  hustled  into 


the  rooms  of  the  residence.  Ms 
Bowen,  who  was  released 
about  four  hours  after  the 
siege  began,  said  she  saw 
eight  or  nine  guerrillas,  in¬ 
cluding  two  women,  and  as¬ 
sumed  that  at  least  as  many 
more  were  elsewhere  in  the 
embassy  compound. 
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Muslim  protest 
at  carol  concert 

Parents  have  called  for  a 
public  apology  after  an  Asian 
:  teacher  interrupted  a  school 
carol  concert  and  berated 
Muslim  pupils  for  taking 
'  psri-  .  i 

'  The  120-strong  choir,  winch 
mriiiHw  40  Muslims,  had  just 
launched  into  Have  Yourself 
A  Merry  Little  Christmas 
when  tiie  maths  teacher  alleg¬ 
edly  began  shouting:  “Who  is 
your  God?"  — ; — ■ — — * 

Clarke  set  to  win 
euro  assurance 

Kenneth  Clarke  wifi  ask  for 
and  almost  certainly  receive 
final  Cabinet  agreement  that 

the  Government’s  wait-and- 
see  policy  on -the  smgleiaifr: 
nancy  cannot  be  diangM 

before  the  electron.  He  rushed 
forward  a  Treasury  paper  for 
today's  meeting-— —  Puffc  2 
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Paedophile  lists  for  police 

•  •  By  Richard  Ford,  home  correspondent 


PAEDOPHILES  and -  other 
sex  offenders  wfll  have  m 
register  their  addresses  with 
the  .  police  under  ^sweeping 
{dans  announced  yesterday. 

Ministers  are  also  consider: 
ing  an  American  system  in. 
which  ^communities  are  in¬ 
formed  when  paedophiles 
move  into  the  district..  David 
Madean,  a  Haute  Office  Min¬ 
ister,  confirmed  that  discus¬ 
sions- over  such  a  scheme  is 
bring  held  with  senior,  police 
officers. 

But  he  warned  of  tiie  danger 
of  vigilante  action  in  which 
enraged  members  of  the  pub¬ 
lic  took  action  against  convict¬ 
ed  sex  offenders.  There  is  ti» 
danger-  trf  people  getting  it 
wrong;”  he  said.  “ But  against 


that  we  have  to  get  the  balance 
—  would,  it  actually  help 
protect  the  public?"  added  Mr 
Madean,  who  was  speaking 
on  Radio  4*s  Today  pro¬ 
gramme  only  hours  before  the 
Government  unveiled  a  Bill  to 
set  up  a  nationwide  register  of 
sex  offenders.  The  BUI  wiB 
farce  offenders  to  give  their 
addresses  to  pphee,  who  will 
put  it  on  tiie  police  national 
computer,  every  time  they 
move. 

The  Ml  also  includes  a 
measures  to  allow  British  sex 
tourists,  who  commit  offences 
abroad  particularly  in  Sri 
Lanka.  Thailand,  and  the 
FtdlUpines,  to  be  prosecuted  in 
this  country. 

-1- .  But  .  the  Government  is  .to 


consult  further  on  a  plan  to 
make  it  a  criminal  offence  for 
a  convicted  set  offender  to 
seek  employment  in  jobs  giv¬ 
ing  them  access  to  children. 

Michael  Howard,  the  Home 
Secretary,  said  that  the  Sex 
Offenders  Bill  published  yes¬ 
terday  would  help  protect  the 
public  “This  Bill  would  pro¬ 
vide  the  police  with  the  infor¬ 
mation  they  need  to 


do  harm  to  children."  . 

It  is  the  latest  in  a  series  of 
Government  measures  target¬ 
ing  sex  offenders  including 
mandatory  life  sentences  for 
second  time  serious  sex 
.  Continued  on  page  2  eol2 


Total  of  jobless  is 
lowest  in  six  years 

By  Philip  Bassett,  industrial  editor 


FDR  the.  first  time  in  almost 
six  years,  the  number  of 
people  out  of  work  has 
dropped  below  two  million, 
boosting  the  Government's 
hopes  of  further  growth  in  the 
economy  before  a  general 
election  must  be  held. 

A  fall  of  95J300  last  month 
took  the  seasonally  adjusted 
total  to  1.929,400.  The  fall,  the 
biggest  since  current  records 
began,  was  hailed  by  John 
Major  as  "a  great  Christmas 
present  few  Britain".  The 
Prime  Minister  claimed  that 
the  economy  was  now  "the 
lion  that  roars  in  Europe". 

Michael  Heseftine.  the  Dep¬ 


uty  Prime  Minister,  asked  if 
an  early  election  was  now 
more  likely,  said:  “The  figures 
are  getting  better  and  better. 
Why  not  wait?"  Kenneth 
Clarke,  the  Chancellor,  said: 
“My  confident  expectation  is 
that  tiie  economy  is  going  to 
continue  to  strengthen.  The 
spring  is  going  to  be  a  very 
attractive  one." 

Westminster  took  these  re¬ 
marks  as  a  dear  indication 
that  the  Government  will  de¬ 
lay  the  election  for  as  long  as 
possible. 

Largest  faD,  page  21 
Leading  article,  page  17 


How  truant  Blair  took  off  on  a  charter  flight  of  fancy 


By  Andrew  Pierce,  PourncAL  correspondent 


-THE  best  kept  secret  of  Tony  Blair'S 
schooldays  was  revealed  last  night  when 
he  confessed  that he  sneaked  on  to  a  plane 
destined  far  tiie  Bahamas  at  the  age  of  14 
to  escape  the  honors  of  public  sdiooL 

Mr  Blair  sad  "the  craziest  thing"  he 
had  ever  done  happened  after  his  parents 
put  him  cm  a  train  in  Newcastle  to  return 
to  Ffettes  College  in  Edinburgh. 

“My  parents  saw  me  off  on  the  train.  I 
went 'down  foe  Carriage  and  gotoff  the 


other  end,  went  intome  gents,  changed 
into 'my  .  casual  clothes  and  went  outside 

the  station,"  the  Labour  leader  raid.  » 

He  then  made  his  way  to  Newcastle 
Airport  evaded  aO  security,  and  joined 
charter -passengers  on.  a.  flight  to  tiie 
Bahamas.  ‘ 

“I  snuti  on  to  the  plane,  and  we  were . 


literally  about  to  take  off  when  the 
stewardess  came  up  to  me  and  said:  M 
don’t  think  1  actually  saw  your  boarding 
pass'."  he  told  Des  O’Connor  an  his 
Tonight  programme  on  1TV. 

However,  Mr  Blair's  dramatic  disclo¬ 
sure  astonished  his  friends  and  family, 
not  least  his  father,  who  drove  him  bade 
tothe  school  on  the  day  he  played  truanL 

“The  Bahamas?  Who  said  that?  Tony? 
Never.  It’S  news  tome,"  said  Leo  Blair,  73. 
last  night 

“He  only  got  as  far  as  tiie  airport.  He 
never  got  op  the  plane.  It was  not  possible. 
He  never  had  a  passport  But  I’m  not 
supposed  m  say  anything.  I  have  been 
mid  ro  shut  up. by  Tony's  office.  But  it's 
nothing  Ske  that  at  all." 

■Leo  Biair  was  not  the  only  person 


baffled  by  tiie  story.  A  spokeswoman  for 
Newcastle  Airport  said:  “In  our  61-year 
history  we  have  never  had  any  flights  to 
the  Bahamas  from  here." 

Mr  Blair  senior  thought  his  son  was 
confused.  He  said:  "He  was  unhappy  at 
Fettes.  It  was  nothing  to  do  with  tiie 
discipline.  He  was  slippered  three  times 
at  prep  school  in  Durham  and  never 
complained.  He  could  not  face  going  hack 
after  being  at  home.  The  first  we  knew  he 
had  slipped  off  tiie  train  was  when  the 
headmaster  telephoned  to  say  he  was  at 
the  airport." 

Alistair  Campbell,  an  Edinburgh  solici¬ 
tor  who  was  a  classmate  of  Mr  Blairs, 
was  also  bemused,  "Iris  news  to  me. 
Nobody  said  a  word  at  the  time  or  ever 
since." 


“We’ve  been  inundated 
with  one-way  tickets  to 
the  Bahamas" 
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What  is  this  innocent  gentleman  doing  in 


Facing  the  Celtic  music  at 
Scottish  Questions  in 
the  Commons  yesterday 
was  the  ever-diffident,  super- 
courteous  junior  minister. 
Lord  James  Douglas-Hamil- 
ton.  Undoubtedly  the  politest 
politician  at  Westminster, 
Lord  James  is  an  Oxford 
(lightweight)  boxing  Blue. 

His  father,  the  14th  Duke  of 
Hamilton,  was  the  first  man  to 
fly  over  Everest,  and  the  target 
of  the  Hess  mission.  In  1993 
Lord  James  wrote  a  book 

about  the  episode.  The  Truth 

About  Rudolf  Hess. 

Few  are  quite  sure  what  a 


Lord  is  doing  in  the  Commons 
in  the  first  place.  Some  sup¬ 
pose  it  a  mystery  of  the  arcane 
rules  of  Scottish  aristocracy;  or 
has  Dougias-Hamilton,  look¬ 
ing  for  the  Upper  Chamber, 
wandered  into  the  Commons 
by  mistake  and  been  too 
embarrassed  to  make  his  ex¬ 
cuses  and  leave? 

All  enjoy  the  story  about  his 
first  week  as  a  minister,  dur¬ 
ing  which  he  had  to  be 
restrained  from  opening  the 
chauffeur's  car  door  for  him. 

But  a  new  Douglas-HamQ- 
ton  story  has  just  readied  me 
—  from  a  usually  impeccable 


source.  Apparently  Lord 
James  was  assigned  the  task  of 
representing  the  Scottish  Of¬ 
fice  at  a  symposium  on  the 
spread  of  Aids. 

Conscientiously,  he  asked 
for  a  briefing  and  his  staff 
provided  extensive  back¬ 
ground  reading  material. 

Lord  James  read  carefully, 

until  reaching  a  passage 

which  appeared  to  trouble 
him. 

With  many  apologies  he 
called  a  private  secretary  to  his 
side.  “Er,  what  does  this  word 
mean?"  he  said,  pointing. 

“Which  word?"  die  secretary 


Clarke  to  call  for 
Cabinet  backing 
over  EMU  policy 


By  Philip  Webster,  political  editor 


KENNETH  CLARKE  will 
seek  —  and  almost  certainly 
receive  —  final  Cabinet  agree- 
ment  today  that  die  Govern¬ 
ment’s  wait-and-see  policy  on 
the  single  currency  cannot  be 
changed  before  die  general 
election. 

But  a  group  of  senior  minis¬ 
ters  led  by  Michael  Howard, 
the  Home  Secretary,  is  expect¬ 
ed  to  argue  that  the  Govern¬ 
ment  should,  while  leaving 
options  open,  declare  before 
the  election  that  the  chances  of 
Britain  joining  the  single  cur¬ 
rency  during  the  next  Parlia¬ 
ment  are  highly  unlikely. 

The  surprise  new  Cabinet 
discussion  on  the  single  cur¬ 
rency  follows  Mr  Clarke’S 
derision  to  rush  forward  a 
Treasury  paper  for  today's 
meeting  which  apparently 
kills  the  hopes  of  die  Euro- 
sceptics  that  evidence  of  fudg¬ 
ing  the  entry  criteria  by 
several  countries  is  now  so 
dear  that  the  Government 
could  rule  out  membership 
and  fight  the  election  on 
saving  the  pound. 

The  paper  was  called  for  by 
Mr  Howard  two  weeks  ago  in 
the  expectation  that  it  would 
be  produced  in  die  new  year. 
But  Mr  Clarke  has  moved 
swiftly.  According  to  senior 
government  sources  the 
paper,  which  suggests  tftaf  ho 
judgment  can  oe  made  on 
fudging  until  the  early  months 
of  1998,  “blows  a  hole"  in  Mr 
Howard's  case. 

However,  the  Home  Secre¬ 
tary.  will  be  strongly  backed 
in  his  demand  for  John  Major 
and  Mr  Clarke  to  issue  a 
sceptical  declaration  on  mone¬ 
tary  union  by  Gillian 


Shephard,  the  Education  Sec¬ 
retary,  William  Hague,  die 
Welsh  Secretary,  ana  Pear 
Lilley,  the  Social  Security 
Secretary. 

Sources  said  that  the  case 
for  a  declaration  from  die 
Government  was  strengthen¬ 
ing  and  had  not  been  compro¬ 
mised  by  the  paper.  - 

Mr  Clarke’s  confidence  was 
demonstrated  yesterday  when 
he  rejected  demands  for  Brit¬ 
ain  to  renegotiate  the  terms  of 
its  European  Union  member¬ 
ship  or  rule  out  participation 
in  a  single  currency.  He  issued 
what  was  perhaps  his  stron¬ 
gest  defence  of  the  EU  and 
Britain's  part  in  iL 

Without  going  as  far  as 
enraging  the  sceptics  by  back¬ 
ing  participation  in  a  single 
currency,  he  said  Britain’s 
economic  success  depended  on 
remaining  a  “key  player  in  the 
politics  of  our  continent". 

He  condemned  the  “mythol¬ 
ogy"  that  Britain  in  1973  had 
joined  only  an  economic  com¬ 
munity  with  no  political  di- 


Clarke:  say  s  Britain's 
influence  is  at  stake 


mension.  It  had  joined  to 
increase  its  influence  in  the 
world  and  the  decision  had 
also  involved  the  explicit  pool¬ 
ing  of  some  legal  sovereignly 
in  limited  and  specific  areas 
set  down  in  the  Treaty  of 
Rome.  This  was  a  “conscious 
political  decision”  and  its  im¬ 
plications  were  discussed  ex¬ 
tensively  in  Parliament 

Mr  Clarke'S  address  to  the 
Royal  Institute  of  Internation¬ 
al  Affairs  at  Chatham  House 
underlined  his  reputation  as 
die  Cabinet’s  most  enthusias¬ 
tic  pro-European.  But  there 
was  some  comfort  for  the 
Eurosceptics  in  his  argument 
that  the  "relentless  pursuit  of  a 
centralised  vision”  was  look¬ 
ing  more  and  more  out  of  date. 

Mr  Clarke  took  a  sideswipe 
at  those  who  suggested  that 
Britain  could  continue  to  at¬ 
tract  significant  inward  invest¬ 
ment  outside  the  El/.  “People 
do  not  invest  in  Britain,  they 
do  not  acquire  our  companies, 
they  do  not  create  jobs  in  this 
country  because  they  like  our 
golf  courses  or  to  practise  their 
English.  They  do  it  because 
they  see  Britain  as  a  high-skill, 
low-tax,  flexible,  business- 
friendly  entry  point  into  the 
big,  rich  consumer  market 
place  which  is  Europe  today. 

“As  a  country,  we  cannot 
choose  to  live  by  the  European 
market  place  economically 
and  then  exdude  ^ourselves 
from  discussion  of  the  political 
future  of  our  continent  That  is 
the  path  of  those  who  would 
seek  British  withdrawal  from 
the  EU  or  a  fundamental 
re-negotiation  of  our  member¬ 
ship  terms.  It  is  one  which  we 
rightly  reject” 


POLITICAL  SKETCH 


replied,  for  the  minister 
seemed  to  be  pointing  at  the 
word  ‘heterosexuar.‘*77uz£ 
one,"  he  stammered:  “het-het- 
heterosexual”. 

The  embarrassed  function¬ 
ary  explained  as  best  he  could 
to  Lord  James,  who  is  married 
with  four  sons. 

If  this  story  is  true,  he  will  be 
the  modem  counterpart  of 
Moliere’s  Bourgeois  Gentle¬ 


man.  who  asked  his  newly- 
appointed  tutor  what  the  word 
“prose”  meant  and,  on  being 
informed,  danced  around  in 
delight  at  the  discovery  that  he 
should  have  been  speaking 
prose  all  his  life  —  but  only 
now  become  aware  of  his 
capacity  to  do  so. 

Lord  James  had  been  a 
heterosexual  for  nearly  half  a 
century,  without  knowing  it 


Happily  for  the  minister’.  Lab¬ 
our  MPs  seemed  yesterday  to 
have  forgotten  the  Hamilton 
family^  distinguished  back¬ 
ground  in  aviation,  or  he 
would  have  been  the  butt  of 
their  jokes  about  the  special 
RAF  flight  which  (apparently) 
brought  Scottish  minister 
George  Kynoch  back  for  Mon¬ 
days  controversial  vote  on 
European  fisheries. 

In  a  question  about  the  cost 
of  the  old  Skye  ferry.  Labour 
spokesman  Helen  Liddell 
asked  how  many  ferry  pas¬ 
sages  could  have  been  paid  for 
from  the  cost  of  one  RAF  flight 


to  London.  Mr  Kynoch,  hying 
not  to  squirm,  accused  Tier  of 
“demeaning  herself". 

George  Kynoch,  an  increas¬ 
ingly  confident  minister  with  a 
dipped  Scots  accent.  looks  and 
speaks  like  a  floor  manager  in 
an  upmarket  gentleman's  tai¬ 
lors,  the  kind  Lord  James 
would  patronise. 

TTieir  boss,  die  Scottish  Sec¬ 
retary  Michael  Rarsyth.  re¬ 
marked  that  he  would  gladly 
have  “strapped  the-hon  Mem¬ 
ber  for  Cunninghams  N” 

(Labour's  Brian  Wilson)  “to 

one  wing.” 

As  you  see,  a  mood  of  merry 


Norma  and  John  Majortourini 


_  _  _ _  __  l  m  Dungannon  during  their  Christmas  visit  to  Northern 

Ireland  yesterday.  Tfic  Prime  Minister  conceded  that  the  peace  process  had  taken  a  backward  step  over  the 
year  but,  although  he  was  “no  starry-eyed  optimist”,  he  believed  there  were  grounds  for  hope  for  the  future 


Tories  lied  as  well  as  cheated’ 


Br  James  Landale,  political  reporter 


RELATIONS  between  the  two  main 
political  parties  deteriorated  further  yes¬ 
terday  as  Labour  accused  the  Tories  of 
lying  as  well  as  cheating  in  their  handling 
of  key  parliamentary  votes. 

Tory  MPs  left  Westminster  for  the 
Christmas  break  facing  the  prospect  of 
bitter  skirmishes  in  Parliament  in  the  new 
year  after  Labour  confirmed  that  it  would 
not  co-operate  with  “pairing"  arrange¬ 
ments  to  ease  business  through .  the 
Commons.  Normally,  a  Tory  MP  and  an 
opposition  MP  agree  to  absent  themselves  ( 
from  Commons  divisions  with  their 
w hips'  permission  and  cancel  out  each 
others' votes.  . 

Labour's  pledge  to  withdraw  from  the 
convention  means  that  Tory  MPs  will 
have  to  endure  long  hours  in  the 
Commons  ready  to  vote  in  case  Labour 
attempts  to  defeat  the  Government 
Ministers  will  also  be  forced  to  rush  bade 


from  meetings  abroad  to  attend  votes  on 
routine  legislation. 

Donald  Dewar.  Labour's  Chief  Whip, 
repeated  his  accusation  that  the  Tories 
cheated  in  Mondays  vote  on  fishing  by 
“double  pairing”  and  securing  an  extra 
three  votes.  Senior  Tory  sources  last 
night  admitted  that  the  party  had  been 
pairing  one  Tory  MP  with  two  MPs  from 
different  opposition  parties  in  key  votes 
for  more  than  ayear.  “It  was  a  good  game 
while  it  lasted,"  one  senior  source  said.' 

The  dispute  escalated  when  Mr  Dewar 
also  accused  the  Tories  of  lying-  after  they 
claimed  that  Labour  had  itself  broken 
“pairing"  rules  to  help  to  defeat  the 
Government  in  a  vote  on  the  anti-stalking 
Bill  on  Tuesday  night. 

Brian  Mawhirmey,  the  Tory  Party 
chairman,  said  that  14  Labour  MPs  had 
broken  their  own  pairing  arrangements 
to  vote  for  a  minor  amendment  to  the 


Protection  Against  Harassment  Bill 
which  gave  the  courts  powers  to  force 
convicted  stalkers  to  undergo  counselling. 

InalettertbAlastair  Goodlad,  the  Tory 
Chief  Whip,  Mr  Dewar  said  that  only  one 
Labour  MP.  John  Maxron  (Glasgow 
Cathcart),  had  broken  his  pairing  agree¬ 
ment  and  that  it  had  been  an  honest 
mistake.  He  said  the  13  other  MPs  who 
had  voted  had  no  pairing  agreement 

Several  Tory  MPS  admitted-chat  they 
had  failed  to  vote  because  they  mistakenly 
thought  they  had  been  paired.  Many 
others  had  thought  the  vote  would  take 
place  later  in  the  evening.  .  .  _ . 

Sir  Archibald  Hamilton,  a  former  Tory 
whip,  said  he  had  reservations  about 
what  had  happened  at  Monday's  vole.  “I 
think  it  was  something  that  the  Govern¬ 
ment  might  now  regret,  particularly  in 
terms  that  we  would  have  won  that  vote 
anyway,”  he  told  BBC  Radio  4’$  Today. 


American  police  tell  neighbourhood  if  molester  moves  in 


From  Quentin  Letts 

IN  NEW  YORK 

BRITISH  ministers  said  yes¬ 
terday  that  their  plan  requir¬ 
ing  sex  offenders  to  register 
rheir  addresses  with  police 
may  be  extended  by  copying 
American  practice.  In  many 
pans  of  the  United  Stares,  the 
police  then  notify  schools, 
child  groups  and  even,  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  seriousness  of  the 
offence,  all  neighbours  within 
a  quarter  of  a  mile  of  a  child 
sex  offender's  home  and 
workplace. 

The  stringent  requirements, 
which  have  greatly  hampered 
persistent  sex  offenders,  are 
the  result  of  “Megan’s  Law". 
The  legislation  was  named 
after  Megan  Kanka,  a  seven- 
year-old  New  Jersey  child  who 
in  1994  was  raped  and  stran¬ 
gled  by  a  convicted  sex  offend¬ 
er  who  lived  opposite  her 
home.  Her  death  created  out¬ 
rage  across  the  US.  People 


wanted  to  know  why  Megan’s 
parents  were  not  told  they 
were  living  near  such  a  man. 

The  requirements  of  Meg¬ 
an's  Law,  which  has  been 
adopted  by  40  states,  vary 
from  state  to  state,  but  die  aim 
is  the  same.  It  is  not  without 
flaws.  Lieutenant  Roger  Kane, 
head  of  the  sex  crimes  unit  for 
the  police  department  in  Ber¬ 
gen  County.  New  Jersey,  said 


yesterday,  that  Megan’s  Law 
has  created  a  heavy  workload 
for  his  staff  of  ten.  Convicted 
offenders  have  to  reregister 
every  year  at  least  and  the 
task  of  keeping  residents  ap¬ 
praised  is  a  monumental  task. 
"However."  said  Lieutenant 
Kane,  “if  it  saves  even  just  one 
child's  life,  it  is  worth  the 
effort." 

It  has  also  led  to  instances  of 


vigilante  groups  trying  to  run 
sex  offenders  out  of  towns. 
“This  is  something  we  have  to 
watch  out  for.”  Lieutenant 
Kane  said.  Defenders  of 
Megan's  Law  argue  that  de¬ 
spite  the  occasional  outburst 
of  medieval-style  taunting  in 
the  streets,  the  law  delivers 
what  the  majority  of  people 
wane  protection  from  child 
abusers.  On  release  from  pris¬ 


on.  any  “compulsive,  repeti¬ 
tive  sex  offender"  must  regis¬ 
ter  with  the  local  police 
station.  There  are  three  grades 
of  alert  determined  by  local 
prosecutors.  Grade  1,  which 
applies  to  the  least  serious  sex 
offences,  such  as  “flashing", 
means  that  all  police  stations 
are  advised  of  the  offender’s 
presence. 

Under  grade  2,  for  more 


serious  criminals,  all  schools 
and  children’s  groups,  such  as 
scout  troops,  are  notified  that 
an  offender  has  moved  into 
the  area.  Grade  3  is  for  the 
most  serious  types  of  sex 
offender,  such  as  rapists  and. 
killers.  Police  visit  every  house 
and  flat  within  a  quarter  of  a 
mile  in  all  directions  from  an 
offender's  new  residence,  and 
sometimes  also  his  workplace. 


Child  sex  pests  face  life  on  local  police  registers 


Continued  from  page  1 

offenders  and  longer  supervision  on 

their  release  from  prison. 

The  Bill  won  support  from  Jack 
Straw,  the  Shadow  Home  Secretary, 
and  childrens’  charities,  but  probation 
officers  warned  that  the  register  was 
not  a  solution  to  child  sex  abuse. 

Under  the  BUL  which  the  Govern¬ 
ment  hopes  will  be  passed  by  parlia¬ 
ment  before  the  General  Election, 
convicted  child  sex  offenders  and 


people  guilty  of  rape  would  be 
required  to  register  their  names  and 
addresses  with  the  police  and  notify 
them  when  they  move.  Other  offences 
covered  by  the  Bill  are  intercourse 
with  a  girl  under  15.  intercourse  with  a 
girl  aged  between  13-16,  incest  by  a 
man,  buggery,  indecency  between 
men.  indecent  assault  on  a  woman, 
indecent  assault  on  a  man  and  causing 
prostitution  with  a  girl  under  16.  The 
registering  requirement  will  be  for  a 


minimum  of  five  years  for  an  offender 
given  a  rum-custodial  sentence,  but 
will  be  life  for  anyone  given  a  jail  term 
of  30  months  or  more.  A  person  jailed 
for  between  six  and  30  months  will  be 
on  the  register  for  10  years,  and  seven 
years  for  an  offender  jailed  for  less 
than  six  months. 

The  registration  period  will  be 
halved  for  anyone  convicted  of  an 
offence  while  under  the  age  of  18. 

Offenders  who  have  been  cautioned 


for  any  of  the  listed  sexual  offences 
will  also  have  to  go  on  die  register. 

Under  the  Bill  offenders  must 
register  with  their  local  police  within 
14  days  of  moving  into  a  district  and 
failure  will  be  a  criminal  offence 
punishable  by  a  maximum  fine  of 
£1.000  and/or  np  to  a  month  in  jail 

Offenders  will  be  unable  to  appeal 
against  being  on  the  register,  unless 
they  win  an  appeal  against  their 
conviction. 


In  country  areas,  die  “net" 
area  will  be  increased  to 
perhaps  half  a  mile  or  more.  If 
residents  are  not  at  home, 
police  will  make  return  calls 
until  they  are  confident  that 
everyone  has  been  told. 

Offenders  complain  that 
they  have  served  their  time  in 
prison  and  that  the  law  pre¬ 
vents  them  getting  on  with 
their  lives,  but  the  response 
from  parents  and  teachers  Is 
broadly  favourable.  “The  law 
is  so  popular  it  is  almost 
scary,"  said  Lieutenant  Kane. 

Lists  of  offenders  are  kept 
on  file  at  police  precincts  arid 
are  available  for  inspection. 
The  law  is  having  an  impact 
on  property  values.  The  pres¬ 
ence  of  a  sex  offrader  can  drive 
down  house  prices  in  a  neigh¬ 
bourhood,  mid  estate  agents 
have  introduced  contractual 
requirements  which  demand 
that  tenants  must  declare  if 
they  have  been  told  of  any 
molesters  living  in  die  area. 


good-will  gripped  Mftasthqt 
departed  for  Christmas.  Con¬ 
tributing  to  it.  Madam  Speak¬ 
er  snapped,  and  told  Labour’s 
Michael  Connany  (Falkirk  E) 
to  cease  “prattling  from  a 
sedentary  position” 

It  has  taken  her  a  long  time 
to  notice. 

Only  the  Tories*  Lady  Olga 
Maitland  (another  mysterious 
Ladyship!)  sounded  optimis¬ 
tic;  speaking  of  the  “saycial 
chapter”. 

Lady  Olga's  accent  suggest¬ 
ed  this  chapter  might  be  found 
in  Harpers  8  Queen.  She 
would  be  in  it. 


Labour 
plan  for 
human 
rights 

Labour  unveiled  plans  yester¬ 
day  to  make  the  European 
Convention  on  Human 
Rights  part  of  British  law  so 
that  people  would  not  have  to 
take  the  costly  trek  to  Stras¬ 
bourg  to  enforce  their  rights. 

-  The  Shadow  . Home  Secre¬ 
tary,  Jack  Straw,  said  that 
British  citizens,  almost  alone 
in  Europe,  could  not  enforce 
their  rights  in  their  own 
courts.'  Mr  Straw  told  a  con¬ 
ference  at  Westminster  “We 
want  to  bring  our  rights 
home.  For  almost  SO  years  we 
have  had  rights  under  die 
Convention  hut  these  are  not 
protected  by  British  courts.” 

Veal  crates  to  go 

More  humane  treatment  of 
veal  calves  will  be  enforced 
throughout  die  European 
Union  .under  an  agreement 
reached  in  Brussels  this  week, 
Douglas  Hogg,  die  Agricul¬ 
ture  Minister  said.  The  nar¬ 
row  crates  in  which  calves  are 
widely  reared  on  the  Conti¬ 
nent  will  be  phased  out  and 
an  improved  diet  introduced. 

Handing’s  £I90m 

Matthew  Harding,  vice-chair¬ 
man  of  Chelsea  Football 
Club,  [eft  more  than  £190  mil¬ 
lion  net  He  instructed  in  his 
will  that  his  estate  should  be 
split  between  his  wife,  Ruth, 
and  ha*  children,  his  girl¬ 
friend,  Vicky  Jaramillo,  and 
her.  child  and  the  sharehold¬ 
ers  of  his  insurance  company 
Benfield  Group.  . 

Escape  foiled 

Prisoners  who  tried  to  chisel 
their  way  out  of  Perth  jail  by 
digging  a  hole  in  their  cell 
waff  with  razor  blades  at¬ 
tached  to  toothbrushes  were 
foiled  when  prison  staff 
pulled  down  a  poster  covering 
the  hole.  Two  men  serving  life 
had  managed  to  dig  14ft  into 
the  5ft  thick  outer  wall  before 
they  were  discovered. 

Mutant  maize 

Genetically  modified  Ameri¬ 
can  maize  is  to  be  sold 
throughout  the  European 
Union  despite  protests  from 
environmental  and  consumer 
groups.  The  European  Com¬ 
mission  gave  the  go-ahead 
yesterday  after  studies  by  j 
scientific  committees  conclud¬ 
ed  that  there  was  no  threat  to 
animal  or  human  health. 

Hunt  nears  end 

The  father  of  a  woman  mur¬ 
dered  eight  years  ago  in 
Kenya  may  have  to  give  up 
his  hunt  for  the  killer.  John 
Ward  is  in  Nairobi  for  t»n« 
with  police.  He  expects  the 
investigations  to  be  completed 
in  about  four  months,  and 
said  that  if  no  new  leads  arose 
he  would  end  his  search  for 
die  murderer  of  Julie,  28. 
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Budget  problem.  Finance  solution. 


At  only  £9.99  per  week  (£11.97  inc. 
delivery  and  VAT),  the  Dell  Dimension' 
XPS  P133s  comes  as  the  perfect 
solution  to  your  business.  And  your 
budget.  With  its  high  performance 
graphics  and  sound,  this  multimedia  PC 
-  .  _  _<R  comes  with  MS  Office  Professional  pre- 

PenilUlI I  installed.  So  the  system  is  ready  to  run. 

A  28.8  internal  modem  allows  you  to 
send  faxes  and  could  even  connect  you  to  rhe  Internet.  All  in. 
its  the  perfect  solution  from  the  worlds  largest  direct  PC 
manufacturer/  Do  the  business,  call  us  today  on  01344  724681 
and  don't  forget  the  first  500  customer  orders  will  receive  our 
“free  upgrade  to  a  Twelve  Speed  CD-ROM  Drive.  -So.™  ®c 

“  nrw  offer  iMBUfe  otdj  on  B»W  Dwn*ns«m  XPS  Pills  Buwm»  Bundle  as  unified  hne 
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•  INTEGRATED  16-BIT  SOUND  AND  AC590  SPEAKERS 

•  MICROSOFT*  WINDOWS  95  &  MS  OFFLCE’hlOFBSlOPW.  95 
+28U  PRE-INSTALLED  INTERNAL  MODEM 


**FREE  UPGRADE 
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FIRST  500  ORDERS  ONLY. 
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-Life  " 


By  Michael  Horsnjbll 

A  CONVICTED  fraudster 
who  claimed  to  have  commit- 
ted  the  perfect  murder  when 
he  dissolved  his  wife's  body  in 
add  was  jailed  for  life  yester¬ 
day.  Russell  Causley  had 
boasted  that  his  achievement 
was  “better  than  an  Agatha 

Christie  murder*’. 

Veronica  Packman,  known 
as  Cared,  disappeared  in  1965 
at  the  age  of  40  after  her 
husband  decided  to  move  his 
young  mistress  into  the  family 
home  in  Bournemouth  and  to 
take  her  name.  Winchester 
Crown  Court  was  told  that 
Causley,  53.  said  his  wife  had 
run  off  with  another  man  and 
lied  to  friends  about  her 
whereabouts.  He  had  had  his 
lover,  Patricia  Causley,  forge 
her  signature  to  make  it  look 
as  though  she  were  sffU  alive. 

He  was  given  away  by 
conversations  with  other  pris¬ 
oners  after  he  was  jailed  last 
year  for  an  £800,000  insur¬ 
ance  fraud  in  which  he  faked 
his  own  drowning  at  sea. 

The  jury  {bind  Causley 
guilty  of  murder  after  three 
hours'  deliberation.  Police 
said  later  that  they  would 
continue  their  investigations 
in  an  attempt  to  locate  Mrs 
Packman's  remains. 

The  couple's  •  daughter, 
Samantha,  28,  who  is  married 
with  a  son  aged  seven,  gave 
evidence  against  Causley.  She 
said:  “His  life  is  over  now.  I 
feel  justice  has  finally  been 
done  but  it's  been  an  absolute 
nightmare  reliving  it  after  all 
these  years.  Wards  cannot 
describe  how  1  feel  about  my 
father  —  hate  is  not  enough.. 
For  years  I  had  prayed  Mum 
was  stiD  alive  but  there  were 
just  too  many  things  that 
didn't  add  up." 

She  added:  “Now  the  ques- 
tion  I  would  like  answered  is 
what  did  he  do  with  her  tody. 
Finding  her  has  always  been 
the  priority.  Now  I.  want  the 
chance  to  give  her- a  decent 
burial  and  to  pay  my  ,  last 
respects  after  all  ttose  years.” 

It  was  while  jpr  Brixton 
prison  that  Causley  confessed 
to,  murder  to  a.  fellow  inmate 
and'  asked  vfffeHvaT.it,  were  ' 
pdssihte  to  .be  canviaed  of 
murder  ip'  dip  roSfcnceofa,  j 
body.  JHfe  wasJT^srfpnrc^  ‘to  . 

'  _ V " i'  ^  : 

150  cars  fall 
to  stop  for 
roadside 
rape  victim 

By  Adam  Fresco 

A  CIVIL  servant  was  beaten  to 
the  ground  beside  a  busy  road 
at  rush  hour  before  bang 
dragged  into  bushes  and 
raped,  police  said  yesterday. 

Police  believe  that  at  least 
150  motorists  saw  the  36-year- 
old  woman  .being  repeatedly 
punched  as  they  stopped  at  a 
minkroundabout,  tot  they 
faded  to  help  her.  She.has  told 
police  that  she  remembers 
looking  up  at  people  in  their 
cars  and  seeing  them  look  at 
her  but  doing  nothing  .to  help 
her.  . 

The  woman  was  walking  to 
her  home  in  Chisldhurst, 
Kent,  after  getting  off  die 
6.0Spm  train  from  Charing 
Cross.  She  was  attacked  at 
about  7pm-  To  stop  her 
screaming  the  attacker  push¬ 
ed  a  bar  into  her  mouth. 

.  When  the  attack  was  over 
the  woman  waited  until  the 
rapist  had  left  and  returned  to 

-the  read  and  flagged  down  a 
car.  Police  want  to  trace  the  - 
woman  who  finally  stopped 
for  the  victim.  She  gave  her 
name  as  Maureen  and  took 
tfe  victim  to  Chislehurst 
police station.  ' 

.The  man  is  desal  ted  as  . 
White,  aged  between  28  and  33. 
with ;  short  curly  ginger  or 
fight  brown  1 
about  5ft  Tin,  slightly  built, 
with  a  long,  thin,  dean-shaven  ; 
face.  He  had  thin  Bps  and  ■ 
wore  dark  clothing.  Poboe 
believe  that  he  would  have 
looked  muddy  arid  dishevelled  , 
after  the  attack. 
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Veronica  Packman:  her 
•  remains  were  not  found 

Ford  open  prison  where  he 
met  Andrew  Murphy,  another 
inmate,  and  .  said:  “She  is  a 
missing  person  and  she’s 
going  to  slay  that  way.  I  killed 
her  before  she  was  reported 
missing  and  -  covered  my 
tracks  well. ’’  • 

He  said  his  favourite  day 
was  June  21  when  “I  got  rid  of 
that  latch.  I  did  it  better  than 
an  Agatha  Christie  murder.  I 
;  put  her  away  peacefully  with  a 
shot  of  gas  and  put  a  plastic 
bag  over  her  head.  Fused  arid 
to  get  rid  of  the  body.  It  will 
never  be  found;" 

Causley  met  Mrs  Packman 
in  Reading  and  they  married 
in  September  1965.  They 
moved  to  Dorset,  where 
Samantha  was  boro  in  1968. . 
They  travelled  the  - world  on. 
business  contracts  before 
moving  back  to  Britain  in 
1982. 

.  Causley  then  met  Patrick 
Causky.  then '  25, .  and  em¬ 
ployed  her  after  he  opened  an 
insurance  tosHiessifiBourne-  * 
mouth-in  1984:  Afewmoffths 
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.  later  she  sold  her 'flat  and 
moved  into  the  family  home  at 
his  invitation. 

Mrs  Packman  disappeared 
in  June  1985  while  her  hus¬ 
band  and  teenage  daughter 
were  on  a  day-trip  to  London. 
Her  wedding  ring  was  found 
on  a  note,  purportedly  by  her. 
in  the  kitchen.  It  said  she  could 
take  no  more.  Upstairs,  her 
favourite  ballgown  was  dis¬ 
covered  slashed  to  pieces. 

Few  of  her  personal  effects 
were  missing,  however,  and 
she  had  left  her  Rolex  watch 
and  jewellery,  together  with 
her  extensive  wardrobe  and . 
all  the  family  suitcases. 
Causley  reported  his  wife 
missing  to  police  and  attempts 
were  made  to  find  her. 

Detective  Chief  Inspector 
Tony  Non.  who  led  the  mur¬ 
der  inquiry,  said  her  bank 
account  had  not  been  touched, 
she  had  not  filed  for  divorce  or 
a  financial  share  of  the  mar¬ 
riage  from  the  husband  who 
treated  her  so  badly,- and  had 
made  no  attempt  to  contact 
her  daughter. 

When  in  1993  a  detective 
from  Guernsey  told  Dorset 
police  that  he  was  investigat¬ 
ing  Causley  "5  own  “disappear¬ 
ance”  in  the  insurance  i 
swindle,  detectives  began  to 
examine  die  case  further. 

They  found  that  the  family 
home  had  been  sold  with  Mrs 
Packman^  forged  denature; 
she  had  hot  registered  with  a 
doctor  or  received  dental  care; 
there  were  no  tax  and  insur¬ 
ance  records  since  1985;  the 
passport  of  die  well-travelled 
career  woman  had  not  been 
renewed  since  its  expiry  in 
1992;  and  Patricia  Causley  had 
worked  in  Canada  using  die 
missing  woman’s  name.  Caus¬ 
ley  told  friends  she  had  taken 
£2.000  and  gone  abroad  with 
a  "rich  German  in  a  red 
Porsche". 

Causley  was  jailed  for  two 
years  for  the  insurance  swin¬ 
dle.  He  served  12  months  and 
was  re-arrested  on  his  release. 
Patricia  Causley,  37,  was  given 
a  12-month,  suspended  sen¬ 
tence.  She  had  claimed 
Causley  Had  disappeared 
overboard  from  a  yacht  char¬ 
tered  to  sail  So  Guernsey. 
Causley  was  caught  out 
'because  he- could 'not  resist 
visiting  her.  - 


Muslim  teacher 
breaks  up  school 
carol  concert 


By  David  Charter,  education  correspondent 


j  A  SCHOOL  carol  perfor¬ 
mance  broke  up  in  chaos  as 
the  choir  sang  Have  Yourself 
A  Merry  Little  Christmas 
when  a  teacher  started  berat¬ 
ing  Muslim  pupils  for  taking 
part. 

Pupils  said  Israr  Khan,  a 
maths  teacher  at  Washwood 
Heath  School,  Birininghanv 
stood  up  and  shouted  “Who  is 
your  GOd?”  at  the  choristers 
and  the  audience  of  pupils. 

Some  of  those  watching 
were  then  said  to  have  started 
dapping  and  shouting  “Al- . 
lair.  About  a  -  third  of  the 
choir  of  120  were  Asiah  pupils.  ' 
The  school  said  yesterday  that 
it  would  investigate  the  ind-  ' 
dent,  tut  many  parents  called 
for  a  public  apology  from  the 
teacher.  - 

Oxy  Malik,  an  18-year-old 
pupil,  said:  "The  concert  was 
going  fine  and  then  the  teach¬ 
er  juststood  up  and  shouted 
over  the  kids  singing.  He  said 
'Excuse  me,  there  are  Muslim 
boys  and  girls  in  this  dhoir 
who  are  saying  that  Jesus  is 
their  God  by  taking  part  TWs  • 
iy  totally  wrong.’ " 

Mr  Malik  said  that  Mr 
Khan  then  shouted  at  the  12 
and  13-year-old  pupils  watch¬ 
ing.  “Everybody  started  dap^ 
ping  and  shouting  Allah.  AD 
of  file  white  girls  just  walked . . 
out  as  well  as  some  of- the 
.Asian  -girls  —  they  looked 
really  upset  I  disagree  with 
what  he  said.  Islam  teaches 
you  to  resped:  all  reGgions  and 
'  we  also  see  Jesus  as  si  proph¬ 


et.”  One  17-year-old  girl  ang¬ 
er,  who  did  not  want  to  be 
named,  said:  “It  was  really 
awfuL  The  audience  was 
booing  and.  shouting  at  us.  I 
was  in  tears  —  and  there  were 
quite  a  number  of  others  who 
were  as  well  We  had  put  so 
much  work  into  it  and  this  has 
ruined  it". 

Derek  Rouse,  whose  15- 
year-old  daughter,  Cassie, 
was  in  the  choir,  said:  ‘If  it 
was  a  child  who  had  come  out 
and  said  something  like  this 
they  would  have  been  ex¬ 
pelled.  -I'm  now  keeping 
Cassie  away  from  school  until 
we  get  a  public  apology  from 
Mr  Khan.  If  he  felt  so  strongly 
about  it  he  should  have  spo¬ 
ken  to  the  headmaster  and  not 
in  front  of  the  lads." . 

'  His  wife,  Sally,  added:  “He 
had  a  nerve  standing  up  and 
saying  something  like  this.  It 
shows  an  utter  disregard  for  . 
other  .'religions' and  is  hypo¬ 
critical  of  him.  Cassie  doesn’t 
want  to  go  back  to  school  until 
he  has  apologised. " 

.  The  incident.. was  at  a  pre- 
'  view  for  first  and  second-year 
pupils  bn  Monday.  The  show 
for  parents  was  eapected  to 
take  place  last  night 

Mr  Khan  refused  to  com¬ 
ment  about  the  inddett  Jim. 
Collins,  the  head  teacher,  said: 
“Following  an  interruption  at 
a  rehearsal  .at  the'  school,  an 
incident  occurred  involving  a 
member  of  staff.  This  is  now 
subject  to  an  internal  investi¬ 
gation  at  the  schooL" 


Cry  for  me  if 
I  don’t  win 
an  Oscar... 

By  Dalya  Auberce 
ARTS  CORRESPONDENT 

MADONNA  said  yesterday  that  she 
expected  to  he  nominated  for  an  Oscar  for 
her  performance  in  Evita.  She  said  that 
she  had  written  an  impassioned  letter  to 
the  film's  director.  Alan  Parker,  setting 
out  why  she  thought  herself  ideal  for  the 
role  of  Eva  Pertn.  and  told  how  it  had 
taken  20  meetings  with  him  before  he 
became  convinced. 

Madonna  said  at  the  launch  of  the 
musical  film  in  London  that  she 
identified  with  Pertn  “on  many  levels” 
drawing  parallels  between  herself  and  the 
former  dictator’s  wife  who  rose  from 
poverty  to  become  one  of  the  most 
powerful  women  in  the  world.  “She  came 
from  a  small  town,  from  nothing  essen¬ 
tially.  and  moved  to  the  big  city  and  had 
the  courage  to  make  something  incredible 
with  her  life  ...  people  were  either 
incredibly  for  her  or  against  her." 

The  actress  and  singer,  wearing  a  low- 
cul  I940s>-style  dress  and  platform  san¬ 
dals.  said  that,  until  the  last  moment  ”1 
still  wasn't  sure  I  had  the  movie."  Parker 
said:  “I  frustrated  her.  because  I  kepi 
saying,  'Oh.  I  don't  know 
Madonna,  who  co-stars  with  the  British 
actor  Jonathan  Pryce  as  Juan  Pertn.  had 
pleaded  in  her  letter  to  Parker  that  the 
film  would  be  a  “chance  for  me  as  a  singer 
and  actress  to  do  tilings  I'd  never  done 
before".  She  studied  for  three  months 
with  a  vocal  coach  in  New  York  “to  ieam 
how  to  sing  all  over  again".  Asked  at  the 
press  conference  whether  she  thought  she 
would  be  selected  for  an  Oscar  and 
whether  that  was  important  to  her,  she 
replied:  “Yes  and  yes.” 

Sir  Andrew  Lloyd  Webber,  the  compos¬ 
er,  was  asked  about  his  reported  rift  with 
Sir  Tim  Rice,  the  lyricist,  who  did  not 
attend  the  premiere  in  Los  Angeles  and  is 
expected  to  be  absent  from  the  premiere 
in  London  tomorrow.  Sir  Andrew  said:  “I 
don't  know  where  he  is  today.  I  haven't 
been  that  involved  in  the  film.  I  just  feel 
it’s  important  to  be  here  to  show  my 
endorsement  of  all  the  incredible  hard 
work  that  has  gone  on,  and  I  am  sorry 
he's  not." 

Review,  page  29 


Madonna  yesterday;  site  had  pleaded  for  the  role  of  Evita,  created  by  the  music  of  Andrew  Lloyd  Webber  and  directed  in  the  film  by  Alan  Parker,  right 
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I  Fresh 
anguish 
for  jailed 
mother 

By  Tim  Jones  and 
Paul  Wilkinson 

A  YOUNG  mother  of  three 
will  know  tomorrow  whether 
she  must  spend  Christinas  in 
jail  for  attacking  her  hus¬ 
band's  lover  with  her  stiletto 
beds. 

Lawyers  will  make  an  appli¬ 
cation  to  the  Appeal  Court  for 
bail  pending  an  appeal  by 
Debbie  Smith  against  a  nine- 
month  sentence  for  assault 
and  affray,  imposed  last  Fri¬ 
day  at  MuishuU  Crown  Court 
in  Manchester. 

Yesterday  Smith,  29,  from 
Stalybridge,  who  has  been 
held  in  the  hospital  wing  of 
Risley  remand  centre  near 
Warrington  since  her  sen¬ 
tence.  faced  fresh  distress 
when  she  learnt  that  two  of 
her  children  had  been  taken 
by  their  estranged  father. 

Relatives  had  delayed  for  24 
hours  telling  her  that  her 
former  husband  Jeffrey,  31, 
had  removed  their  sons  Jeff,  9, 
and  Jonathan,  7,  from  school. 
Her  boys  and  their  sister 
Emma,  11,  were  being  looked 
after  by  their  grandmother. 

Smith's  lawyers  had  expect¬ 
ed  a  comrmraity-based  sen¬ 
tence,  but  on  Friday  Mrs 
..Smith,  who  had  no  previous 
convictions,  was  jailed  by 
Judge  Peter  Lakin.  Smith  was 
taken  from  the  dock  scream¬ 
ing:  “My  babies,  my  babies". 

She  tod  admitted  assault¬ 
ing  her  farmer  best  friend, 
Frandne  French,  after  discov¬ 
ering  her  affair  with  hex 
husband. 


Make  someone 
happy  this  Christmas 


Boots  Natural  Collection 
Berries  Barrel  Bag  £10.00 


A  fashionable  bag  to  keep  once 
you've  enjoyed  the  treats  it  holds. 
Contains  6  fruity  toiletries, 
headband  and  facial  brush. 
Just  one  of  hundreds  of  gift 
ideas  at  Boots. 


BY  JEREMY  Lauranos 
HEALTH  CORRESPONDENT 
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"SCHOOL  bulli®  could  grow  up  to 
become  chairmen  of  major  companies 
■  Hbeeause  both  req«irc  qualiti«uireegg 
.  4br  tough  management-  a  psycholqgBit 


that  those  identified  as  ring-leader  bul¬ 
lies  had'  a  superior  understanding  of 
other  people’s  thoughts  but. not  their 
feelings.  The  children  were  given  II 
stories  and  their  capacity  to  read  others’ 


inctare  f 

.shmid  brute  Jacking  *>aal  skiDs  «  * 
myth:  In  order  ; 

'iMwrh^llics  require  insight"  mto  d*e 

manipulate  sodalsdnatib^, 
--  Asnmv  of  7 2  children  aged  seven  to  ten 
^t^^^south.  London  schools  showed 


Jtoii  Sutton,  :a  researcher  at  Gold¬ 
smiths*  College.  London,  said:  “It  is  tins 
gap  between,  tbetr  social  and  emotional. 
imderttandmffffMtmakes’ringleadeis- 
inch  eofd  and  effective  bullies.®  •. 

■ .  The  results,  presorted  to  the  British: 
Psydiological  Soaety’s  conference  in 
.  London  yesterday;  suggest  that  bullies 
are  not  socially,  inept.  Dr  Sutton  find.  “In : 
route  areas  they  are  superior-  This  kind 


of  skilled  manipulator  should  do  wdL 
They  could  make  good  managers.” 

However,  the  ruthlessness  necessary  in 
successful  management  could  also  lead 
-  people  into  crime.  Dr  Sutton  said  that 
.  the .  bullies*  inatriUty  to  read  -  who* 
people's  emotions  was  also  seen  in 
:  psychopaths,  who  are  distinguished  by 
.their  capacity  far  “raid  cognition" .. 

He s»d  anti-baflying  measures  should 
'  include  all  those  who  hang  around  the 
ring  leaders-  Mast  children  were  against 
bullying,  yet  85  per  cent  of  incidents 
..occur  with  other  children  present  Dr 
Sutton  suggested  the  silent  minority 
should  be  helped  to  break  the  cyde. 
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Fayed  pledges  cash 
support  for  new 
anti-abortion  party 


MOHAMED  AL  FAYED  has 
promised  financial  backing 
for  a  new  anti-abortion  parly 
which  hopes  to  field  at  least  50 
candidates  at  the  general 
ejection. 

The  £gyptian4x>rn  multi¬ 
millionaire  believes  that  the 
Conservatives  and  Labour 
have  been  “mealy-mouthed" 
about  abortion  ami  that  the 
subject  should  be  at  the  centre 
of  British  political  debate. 

Mr  Fayed,  a-  father  of  four, 
believes  strongly  that  children 
are  a  gift  from  God  and  that 
they  should  be  nurtured  and 
nourished,  his  spokesman 
said  yesterday. 

The  decision  to  finance  the 
Pro-life  Alliance  Party  is  dis¬ 
closed  in  today's  edition  of 
New  Statesman.  The  alliance 
will  have  candidates  in  the 
constituencies  of  “pro-choice" 
MPS,  including  Virginia 
Bottomley.  Sir  Nicholas  Lyell, 
Marjorie  Mowlam  and  Clare 
Short.  It  hopes  to  field  suffi¬ 
cient  candidates  to  qualify  for 
a  party  political  broadcast,  in 
which  it  would  show  a  late- 
term  abortion. 

The  alliance,  formed  by 
members  of  the  Quinta valle 
family  of  Chelsea.  London, 
and  the  anti-abortion  group 
Life,  aims  to  make  abortion  as 
unavoidable  an  issue  for  poli¬ 
ticians  as  it  was  in  the  recent 
US  presidential  elections. 

Mr  Fayed's  spokesman  told 
New  Statesman:  “He  does  not 
just  talk  about  family  values, 
like  same  Conservative  MPS. 
He  is  doing  something  to¬ 
wards  these  ends  and  reintro¬ 
ducing  a  sense  of  morality  and 
purpose.  Mr  Fayed  has  under- 


By  Russell  Jenkins 

taken  to  provide  substantial 
sums  of  money  to  help  the 
party  with  their  election  ex¬ 
penses  because  he  believes 
that  what  they  are  doing  is  in 

the  long-term  interests  of  ev¬ 
eryone  m  this  country." 

The  spokesman  was  anx¬ 
ious  to  dismiss  any  suggestion 
that  Mr  Fayed  hoped  to  emu¬ 
late  Sir  James  Goldsmith,  who 
set  up  the  Referendum  Party 
to  campaign  for  a  referendum 
on  Britain's  continued  adher¬ 
ence  to  the  Maastricht  treaty. 
“These  are  not  overtly  political 
questions.  He  sees  it  in  terms 
of  a  moral  crusade,"  die 
spokesman  said. 

New  Statesman  said  that 
the  Harrods  chairman  had 
decided  to  underwrite  the 
deposits  of  alliance  party  can¬ 
didates  to  the  tune  of  £25,000, 
but  Mr  Fayed*  aides  refused 
to  confirm  the  figure. 

Mr  Fayed  has  made  dona¬ 
tions,  said  to  total  £180.000 
over  three  years,  to  Christian 
Democrat,  a  small-circulation 


Fayed:  believes  that 
babies  are  gift  from  God 


newspaper  which  is  the 
mouthpiece  for  the  Movement 
for  Christian  Democracy.  The 
ruin-denominational,  cross¬ 
party  group  was  launched  in 
1990  by  David  Alton,  the 
Liberal  Democrat  MP.  The 
Times  reported  in  May  that 
the  liberal  Democrats  had  - 
rejected  Mr  Fayed's  offer  of  a 
substantial  donation  to  help 
them  to  fight  the  next  general 
election. 

Bruno  Quintavalle,  25, 
founder  of  trie  pro-life  party, 
said  that  a  number  of  people 
had  offered  financial  badcing. 
He  told  New  Statesman:  “We 
don't  yet  have  a  bank  account 
open  but  we  have  money 
pledged.  1  cannot  comment  on 
individual  donors.  We  would 
like  to  be  totally  open  and 
would  prefer  that  dcmors  are 
prepared  to  be  openly  assod- ' 
ated  with  the  pro-  life  move¬ 
ment.  We  have  not  sought 
money  from  abroad.” 

Last  month  Mr  Fayed  won 
the  latest  round  of  his  legal 
battle  to  become  a  British 
citizen.  Judges  in  the  appeal 
court  ruled  by  a  2-1  majority 
that  he  and  his  younger  broth¬ 
er,  Ali.  were  treated  unfairly 
when  their  citizenship  applica¬ 
tions  were  refused  without 
reasons  being  given  by 
Michael  Howard,  the  Home 
Secretary. 

Last  August  Mr  Flayed  visit¬ 
ed  Zee's  Place,  a  baby  hospice 
at  Alderhey  Hospital  Mersey¬ 
side.  “He  was  very  impressed 
by  the  work  that  was  being 
done.”  his  spokesman  said. 
“He  has  provided  the  finance 
to  increase  die  scope  of  their 
work." 


Doris  Jourd.  believed  by  her  family  to  have  been  the  world’s  first  Girl  Guide,  raises  a  glass  for  her  birthday 

Pioneer  of  the  Girl  Guides  turns  100 


By  Robin  Young 
A  WOMAN  believed  by  her 


As  a  young  girl  in  the  early 
years  of  five  century  she  kept 
pestering  her  mother  to  let  her 
join  the  Boy  Scouts.  Eventual¬ 
ly  Alice  Best  let  her  daughter 
tag  along  and  she  equipped 
herself  with  a  brown  shirt  and 
hat  to  follow  the  boys  along 
the  street,  carrying  a 
broomstick. 

In  1908.  when  she  was  12, 
she  was  accepted  as  an  affili¬ 


ate  member  of  the  troop. 
Within  a  month  60  girls  had 
joined  her  and  in  1909  she 
formed  the  first  Girl  Scouts 


Her  daughter,  now  Mrs 
Jourd.  went  on  to  give  more 
than  60  years'  service  to  the 
Guides,  serving  as  captain  of 
the  1st  Whitstabfe  Guides,  in 
Kent  for  30  years  before 
retiring  at  74.  saying  she  did 
not  want  to  stay  on  as  “an.  old 
dodderer”.  She  now  lives  in  a 
muring  home  in  Whitstable. 
dose  to  her  three  children  and 


six  grandchildren,  who  have 
all  been  involved  in  the  Guid¬ 
ing  movement 
Her  daughter  Christine 
Stanley-Hughes.  63.  said  yes¬ 
terday:  “Guiding  was  one  of 
the  dearest  things  in  her  life. 
She  was  seen  as  rather  a  racy 
pioneer  in  her  day.”  ■ 

The  Guides  Association 
said:  “It  is  difficult  to  be  sure 
who  (he  first  Girl  Guide  was. 
We  tend  to  give  foe  credit  to 
Lady  Baden-Powell,  bat  a  lot 
of  girls  were  joining  the  Boy 
Scouts  in  1908  and  1909. 

“Many  girls  were  present  at 
foe  great  Crystal  Palace  rally 
hdd  by  the  Scouts  in  1909,  the 
year  before  foe  Guides  were 
established.  Mrs  Jourd  was 
certainly  one  of  foe  first  Girl 
Guides,  and  she  might  well 
have  been  the  very  first"  • 


Doris  Jourd  in  the  Boy 
S  (touts  in  1908,  aged  12 


family  and  friends  to  have 
been  the  world's  first  Girl 
Guide  is  100  today.  Doris  Best 
joined  her  local  Boy  Scout 
troop  in  Kent  and  became 
founder  member  of  a  distinct 
troop  of  Girl  Scouts  two  years 
before  the  Girl  Guides  were 
officially  launched. 


troop  in  Gfitingham. 

In  1910  Lady  Baden-Powell 
officially  launched  the  Girl 
Guides.  Lord  Baden-Powell 
presented  Alice  Best  with  the 
first  Girl  Scouts  captain's 
certificate,  and  from  then  her 
Gillingham  troop  adhered  to 
the  Gin  Guides.. 


New  guidelines  on  gagging  orders  cut  ministers’  powers 


Bv  Frances  Gibb 
LEGAL  CORRESPONDENT 

MINISTERS’  powers  to  withhold 
sensitive  documents  under  “gag¬ 
ging  orders"  have  been  curtailed  in 
guidelines  announced  by  the  Lord 
Chancellor  and  the  Attorney-Gener¬ 
al  yesterday. 

The  advice;  drawn  up  after  Sir 
Richard  Scott's  inquiry  into  the  sale 
of  arms  to  Iraq,  says  documents 
must  be  disclosed  unless  it  would 


cause  “real  damage  or  harm  to  the 
public  interest”.  Ministers  will  have 
to  spell  out  why  they  flunk  disclo¬ 
sure  would  harm  the  public  interest, 
but  the  courts  will  have  the  final  say 
and  will  favour  disclosure. 

The  Cabinet's  two  legal  chiefs 
issued  a  joint  statement  to  the 
House  of  Lords  and  Commons, 
saying:  “The  Government  is  com¬ 
mitted  to  the  principle  that  there 
should  be  the  maximum  disclosure 
consistent  with  protecting  essential 


public  interests.”  The  advice  takes 
on  board  the  main  thrust  of  Sir 
Richard's  proposals  after  the  arms- 
to-lraq  inquiry  and  is  also  in  tine 
with  the  view  of  Lord  Bingham  of 
Comhlll.  the  Lord  Chief  Justice,  that 
public  interest  immunity  should  be 
claimed  only  “far  the  bare  mini¬ 
mum  of  documents  for  which  the 
claim  of  serious  harm  can  be  seen  to 
be  dearly  justified". 

Ministers  will  no  longer  be  able  to 
claim  “public  interest  immunity"  or 


a  gagging  order  for  whole  classes  of 
documents.  Instead,  ministers  will 
“focus  on  the  damage  that  disdo- 
sure  will  cause” 

Sir  Richard,  now  Vice-Chancellor 
of  the  Supreme  Court,  welcomed  the 
advice  and  said  it  would  lead  to  far 
fewer  claims  to  withhold  docu¬ 
ments.  “This  is  exactly  what  I 
wanted.  There  wili  be  only  claims 
based  on  the  content  of  documents, 
and  where  disdosure  could  cause 
serious  harm."  Sir  Nicholas  Lyell, 


the  Attorney-General,  said  that  it 
was  impossible  to  describe  “such 
damage  exhaustively”,  adding:  “It 
may  relate  to  the  safety  of  an 
individual,  such  as  an  informant,  to 
a  regulatory  process:  or  it  may  be 
damage  to  international  relations 
caused  tty  the  disclosure  of  confiden¬ 
tial  diplomatic  communications."  ■ 
But  normally  the  harm  would  in 
the  form  of  “direct 'and  immediate 
harm  to.  for  example,  the  nation’s 
economic  interests  or  our  relations 


with  a  foreign  state;  in  Some  cases  it 
may  be  indirect  or  longer  term 
damage,  to  which  the  disdosure  of 
the  material  would  contribute". 

As  far  as  possible,  where  minis¬ 
ters  issued  the  certificates,  they 
would  have  to  identify  why  disdo¬ 
sure  of  the  information  would  cause 
real  damage  and  the  certificates 
spell  out  “in  greater  detail  than 
before  both  what  the  document  is 
and  what  damage  its  disdo§ujre 
would  be  likely  to  do".'  '  " 


Callaghan 
tells  Blair 
to  retain 
union  link 

By  Jill  Sherman,  chief 

POLITICAL  CORRESPONDENT 


LORD  Callaghan  of  Cardiff, 
the  former  Prime  Minister, 
has  issued  a  dear  wanting  to 
Tony  Blair  not  to  break  the 
Labour  Party's  links  with  the 
trade  unions. 

In  an  interview  today  Lord 
Callaghan  also  suggests  that 
party  members  would  defeat 
any  attempt  to  ny  to  end  the 

relationship. 

The  Labour  leadership  has 
indicated  that  it  is  prepared  to 
reduce  significantly  the  tradi¬ 
tional  link  between  the  trade 
unions  and  the  party.  One 
option  being  floated  is  to  break 
the  link  altogether,  possibly 
via  a  membership  ballot,  if  the 
unions  instigate  a  spate  of 
strikes  after  the  election  of  a 
Labour  government. 

In  ah  interview  with  New 
Statesman.  Lord  Callaghan, 
84,  emphasises  that  the  unions 
are  part  of  Labour's  heritage 
and  should  not  be  abandoned. 
“I  would  be  opposed  to  break¬ 
ing  the  relationship  with  the 
trade  unions  and  the  party. 
And  I  suspect  most  party 
members  would  agree,"  he 
says. 

“It  is  part  of  our  heritage 
and  it  is  instinctive  in  the  party 
and  the  movement  that  we 
should  keep  the  link.  Anyone 
who  doesn't  believe  that 
doesn't  understand  our  hist¬ 
ory  or  the  natural  foundation 
of  our  party." 

Lord  Callaghan,  who  is  the 
only  tiring  Labour  Prime 
Minister,  has  sharp  words  for 
new  members  who  are  not 
abreast  with  the  party's  hist¬ 
ory:  “I  do  hope  new  party 
members  will  read  the  history 
and  team  from  the  back¬ 
ground’  of  the  party  before 
they  come  to  any  conclusions 
too  quickly." 


A  report  in  early  editions 
(December  13)  stated  that  Ivor 
Roberts,  the  British  Ambassa¬ 
dor  in  Belgrade,  figured  in  a 
cartoon  in  a  local  paper  with 
President  Milosevic  of  Serbia. 
He  did  not,  and  we  apologise 
for  the  mistake. 

□  A  photograph  which  ap¬ 
peared  yesterday,  captioned 
as  being  of  Estee  Lauder,  was 
not  infact-of  Ms  Laudeis-We-r 
apologise  for  foe  error. 
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Something  to  appreciate 


You  only  have  to  use  a  Fujitsu. 
ErgoPro  PC  to  appreciate  the 
benefits  of  its  ergonomic  design 
and  its  superb  manufactured  \ 
quality. 

You  only  have  to  look  at  the  next 
paragraph  to  appreciate  our  latest 
special  offer  prices. 


For  example,  you  can  now  buy  a 
16Mb,  120  Mhz  Fujitsu  ErgoPro 
PC,  complete  with  14”  screen  and 
a  3  year  warranty,  for  just  £879  - 
(£1032.83  inc  vat).  Phone  us  now  for 
more  details.  As  you’ll  appreciate, 
these  prices  can’t  last  forever! 


e452/120 

•  INTEL  120Mhz  Pentium®  Processor 

•  16MB  EDO  RAM  max  128MB 

•  1.2GB  E-IDE  hard  disk' 

•  3  year  warranty 


X453/133 

•  INTEL  133Mhz  Pentium®  Processor 

•  16MB  Synchronous  DRAM  max  128MB 

•  1.2GB  E-IDE  hard  disk 

•  Integrated  10/100Mbps  Ethernet 

•  3  year  warranty 


Phone  us  now  on 

0345  123  555 

for  more  details. 
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Girl?  I  Coroner’s  tribute  after  56  years 


secret 
life  of 
crime 

By  Jeremy  Lwrance 
health  correspondent 

ADOLESCENT  girls  arc 
committing  far  more  crime 
than  police  records  show, 
researchers  have  found. 
Shoplifting  is  as  common 
among  girts  as  boys  in  the 
early  teens,  and  as  many 
as  one  third  of  all  offences 
arc  committed  by  women, 
according  to  surveys  based 
on  individuals'  own 
reports. 

However,  statistics 
based  oh  police  records 
show  that  male  involve¬ 
ment  in  crime  exceeds  that 
of  females  at  every  age  and 
for  all  crime,  by  up  to  33 
times  in  the  case  of  bur-- 
glazy  committed  by  those 
aged  over  20. 

Ann  Hagdl  of  the  Policy 
Studies  Institute  in  Lon¬ 
don,  who  presented  the 
findings  to  the  British 
Psychological  Society’s 
conference  in  London  yes¬ 
terday,  said  that  more  girts  . 
than  boys  were  being  let 
off  with  a  caution  and  the 
remainder  .were  treated 
more  leniently  by  the 
courts.  Girts  were  more 
likely  to  get  absolute  or 
conditional  discharges  for 
a  first  offence  than  boys, 
and  even  persistent  offend¬ 
ers  were  less  fikdy  to  be  - 
sent  to  prison. 

Girts  were  often  treated  . 
more  leniently  than  boys 
because  offending  by  girts 
was  still  relatively  rare.  Dr 
Hagdl  said,  and  it  was 
extremely  rare  for  them  to 
be  involved  in  violence  or 
serious  crime. 

Boys  offended  more 
than  girts  because  of  early 
family  influences,  parental 
central  and.  the  friends 
with  whom  they  became 
involved.  Boys  tended  to ' 
cope  less  well  with  family 
difficulties  and  were  espe¬ 
cially  sensitive  to  their 
mother’s  stress.  “If  their 
mothers  are  having  a  bad . 
time  boys  tend  to  act  up 
more,”  Dr  Hagdl  told  the'  ■ 
conference: 


arame  airman 
hailed  above  ‘false 


A  CORONER  paid  tribute  to  a 
Battle  of  Britain  fighter  pilot' 
yesterday  and  contrasted  him  > 
with  highly  psiid  footballers 
and  other  •'fake  heroes”  of  foe 
1990s-.-, 

An  inquest  was  held  56 
years  affix  the  death; of  Ser¬ 
geant  Denis  Noble  because  his 
remains  were  unearthed  in  the 
wreckage  bf-his  -Hurricane 
only  last  month.  In  August 
I9W  the  20-year-old  pilot  was 
machinegunned  in  a  dogfight 
with'  Messerschmitts  and 
crashed  Ins"  aircraft.,  near 
Hove,' in  West  Sussex. 

Yesterday  "  Dr  Donald 
Gooding  hailed  the  airman  as 
one.  of  “The  Few”  described  by 
Churchill  and  said:  These 
days  we  are  regaled  by  talk,  of 
heroes  and  really  I  dont  think 
people  know  what  they,  are 
talking  about. 

These  heroes  get  large 
sums  of  money  for. kicking 
soggy  lumps  of  leather  about 
These  are  just  one  type  of  what 
today  are  called  heroes.  They 
are  not  heroes.  Denis  Noble 
was  a  hero.” 

At  the  inquest  in  Brighton, 
an  elderly  clergyman  des¬ 
cribed  how  he  watched  the 
dogfight  as  a  13yeaj-cJd  boy. 
Twas  m  home  because  it  was 
the  school  holidays,”  the  Rev 
Anthony  Marttew  said.  T 
heard  a  dogfight  going  on  land 
I  went  into  the  garden  to 
watch  it.  There  were  many 
aircraft  involved,  possibly 
more  than  a  hundred.  The 
noise  was  enormous  with  the 
sound  of  engines  and  cannon 
fire. 

“I  saw  me  plane  falling 
straight  downwards  -to  the 
earth.  It  fell  like  an.  arrow. 
After  1  had  my  lunch  I  cycled 
down  to  the  crash  site.  I  stood 
behind !  the  .hairier .  and 
watched  what  happened. 

There,  was ..a  lai^e  crater 
which  had  filled  with  water 
becausethe  planehad  hit  a 


By  A  Staff  Reporter 

water  main.  I  assumed  the 
body  of  the  airman  had  been 
removed." 

It  was.  thought  that  the 
plot’s  remains  had  been  bur¬ 
ied  in  his  home  town  of 
Retford,  Nottinghamshire,  but 
his  torso  was  found  in  the 
cockpit  of  the  Hurricane  when 
it  was  dug  up  by  a-  team  of 
aviation  archaeologists  led  by 
the  historian  Keith  Arnold. 

David  MeJcher,  a  patholo- 


Noblc  he  was  killed  in 
dogfight  over  Sussex 

girt  who  gmmmied  the  air¬ 
man’s  remains,  said  all  that 
was  recovered  was  a  partial 
skeleton,  an  RAF  button  and  a 
fragment  of  clothing.  “Com¬ 
mon  sense  suggests  the  whole 
of  the  body  could  not  have 
been  removed.  At  that  time,  if 
seven  pounds  by  weight  could 
be  removed  then  a  proper 
funeral  could  be  held.  This  is 
what  l  believe  happened  with 
Sergeant  Nobler 
War  records,  showed  that 
Sergeant  Noble  had  been 
identified  at  the  time  by  a  ring 
that  had  his  initials  inscribed 
an  ft.  He  was  a  member  of  43 
Squadron,  based  •  at  Tang- 
mere,  near  Chichester.  Before 
his  death  he  had  made  his  first 


“kill”,  shooting  down  a  Ger¬ 
man  bomber  near  the  Sussex 
coast 

1  A  statement  from  his  squad¬ 
ron  leader.  Tubby”  Badger, 
who  later  died  of  injuries 
sustained  in  the  same  skir¬ 
mish,  was  read  to  the  court.  It 
said  that  he  had  led  Green 
Section  of  the  squadron  in  the 
dogfight  and  described  what 
happened.  - 

“Wesighred  an  enemyplane 
and  rolled  over  hand  to  engage 
it.  Sergeant  Noble,  who  was 
Green  Two,  fell  away  and 
another  plane  came  in  to  fill 
his  place.  He  did  not  rejoin  us 
and  crashed.  The  German 
plane  may  have  got  a  short 
burst  in  at  Sergeant  Noble’s 
plane;  but  it  is  not  possible  to 
say  the  primary  cause  of  the 
crash.” 

A  telegram  sent  to  squadron 
headquarters  on foe  day  of  the 
crash  said:  “Sgt  Noble  RAF  — 
killed —not  known  —  crashed 
in  flames  —  next  of  kin  not 
informed.” 

Dr  Gooding  said:  “During 
the  early  1940s  this  country 
was  really  in  trouble.  We  were 
being  assaulted  by  land,  sea 
and  air  arid  die  assault  by  air 
became  known  as  the  Barite  of 
Britain. 

This  battle  was  fought  by 
very  young  men  and  boys  who 
were  in  their  teens  or  early 
twenties.  Shortly  afterwards 
Winston  Churchill,  who  made 
many  great  speeeches,  made  a 
speech  in  which  he  mentioned 
The  Few. 

“Denis  Noble  was  one  of 
The  Few.  It  is  as  a  tribute  to 
him  and  his  colleagues  that  we 
hold  this  inquest.  It  seems 
quite  possible  that  he  died  as  a 
result  of  a  machinegun  attack 
by  a  German  fighter.” 

Dr  .  Gooding-  recanted  a 
verdict  that,  while  on  active 
service.  Sergeant  Noble  ,  had 
died  as  a  result  of  enemy 
action.  . 


OWEN  HUMPHREYS 


Harry  Meets  and  the  Buzz  Iightyear  toy,  which  cost  him  £75  more  than  in  the  shops 

Rare  toys  give  fathers  a  Buzz 


EVERY  parent  will  be  famil¬ 
iar  with  the  desperation  that 
sets  in  when,  after  hunting 
high  and  low  for  their  child’s 
“must  have"  Christmas  pres¬ 
ent,  there  is  none  to  be  found. 
Not  every  parent,  however, 
will  be  wilting  to  pay  four 
times  its  value  or  to  arrange  a 
transatlantic  swap. 

Harry  Mem  and  Craig 
Jones  were:  Mr  Meets,  a  car 
worker  from  Newcastle  upon 
lyne.  went  to  a  sale  and 
parted  with  £94J0  —  £80  plus 
commission  and  VAT — fora 


Buzz  Lightyear  toy  that  retails 
at  £18,99.  His  daughter,  Am¬ 
ber  Elizabeth,  13.  had  wanted 
only  the  video  of  the  film  Toy 
Story. ,  in  which  Buzz  features, 
for  Christmas.  But  Mr  Meets. 
33.  decided  “lo  make  a  deter¬ 
mined  effort  to  get  her  this  toy 
as  an  extra”. 

Buzz  and  his  sidekick 
Woody,  who  sold  for  £70.  had 
been  bought  in  March  for 
£26.95  and  £2195  by  a  Dur¬ 
ham  businessman  with  a 
keen  eye  on  Christmas  ahead. 

Mr  Jones's  quest  cost  him 


considerably  more:  he  spent 
more  than  £400  on  advertise¬ 
ments.  telephone  calls  and 
postage  for  a  Buzz  Lightyear 
foy  for  his  son.  Chris,  6. 
Eventually  a  swap  was  ar¬ 
ranged  with  Janet  Winterie, 
of  Milwaukee,  who  wanted  a 
Sesame  Street  toy.  called 
Tfckle-Me  Elmo,  for  her  son 
Mike,  11.  Mr  Jones.  3a  from 
Ely,  Cardiff  said  he  could  not 
wait  for  Christmas  morning. 
“We’ve  told  Chris  that  Father 
Christmas  has  run  out  of  Buzz 
Lightyears." 


BA  man 
wins  ‘dirty 
tricks’ 
damages 

By  Kathryn  Knight 

A  FORMER  public  relations 
consultant  for  British  Airways 
won  £20.000  damages  yester¬ 
day  over  claims  in  a  bode  that 
he  was  a  professional  “pedlar 
of  lies”  who  helped  to  instigate 
a  smear  campaign  against 
Virgin  Atlantia 
Brian  Basham,  52.  had  sued 
the  author  Marryn  Gregory 
and  the  publishers  Little. 
Brown  and  Co  over  allega¬ 
tions  in  Dirty  Tricks:  British 
Airways'  Secret  War  Against 
Virgin  Atlantic  ihai  he  had 
distributed  damaging  and 
false  inf/^ation  about  Virgin 
and  iiy’-Tounder.  Richard 
Branson. 

The  High  Court  was  told 
that  Mr  Basham  worked  as  a 
consultant  to  BA  from  1985  to 
1993,  when  Virgin  claims  that 
BA  waged  a  “dirty  tricks” 
propaganda  war  against  it. 

Mr  Basham  co-operated  fujjy 

with  Mr  Gregorys  book  but 
said  he  was  shocked  when  a 
“one-sided,  partial  and  em¬ 
broidered  account”  emerged. 

Mr  Basham  denied  "trash¬ 
ing”  Virgin  and  claimed  he 
spent  a  lot  of  time  trying  to 
stop  BA's  management  from 
implementing  “lots  of  wild 
ideas  about  rubbishing  and 
denigrating”  the  airline. 

Patrick  Milmo.  QC.  for  Mr 
Basham,  said  he  had  been 
used  as  a  scapegoat  by  British 
Airways  after  its  capitulation 
in  1993  in  libel  proceedings 
brought  by  Mr  Branson.  Mr 
Milmo  said  that,  while  the 
issue  was  not  whether  British 
Airwyas  had  launched  a  dirty 
tricks  campaign,  “certainly 
Mr  Basham  believes  there 
was  such  a  campaign” . 

Little,  Brown  ana  Co  were 
ordered  not  to  distribute  fur¬ 
ther  copies  of  the  book,  just  our 
in  paperback.  The  firm  faces  a 
legal  Mil  estimated  at 
£400,000  and  plans  to  appeal. 

Outside  court.  Mr  Basham 
said:  “In  1993  Richard 
Branson  and  BA  combined  to 
make  a  statement  in  open 
court  blaming  me  for  being 
part  of  a  dirty  tricks  cam¬ 
paign.  Since  then  1  have  been 
fighting  to  clear  my  name  and 
today  I  have  succeeded." 


Duchess  honours  courage  of  child  who  survived  hammer  attack 


Josie  Russell  with  the  Duchess  <rf  Kent  yesterday 


r  .  .By  Emma  Wilkins' 

JOSEE  RUSSELL,  the  nine-year-old 
girl  who  witnessed  the  murder  of  her 
mother  and  sister,  was  among  child¬ 
ren  honoured  by  the  Duchess  of  Kent 
at  a -special  service  in  Westminster . 
Abbey  yesterday. 

The  |iri  suffered  serious  head 
injuries  m  the  hammer  attack  in  July 
and  is  having  to  learn  to  speak  again. 
Despite  tiiis,  and  the  pain  of  losing 
her  mother.  Lin,  45,  and  sister 
Megan,  6.  she  has  helped  police  to 
buildup  a  picture  of  tiie  killer. 

PC  Pauline  Smith,  who  has  been 
her  constant  companion  since  the 


attack  near  the  farnfly'home  in  Kent, 
nominated  her  for  one  of  right 
Children  of  Courage  awards  spon¬ 
sored  by  Woman's  Own  magazine. 

The  girt  suffers  panic  attacks  if 
approachedby  strangers,  but  tries  to 
be  cheerftfland  is  a  great  comfort  to 
her  father,  Shaun  Russell,  a  lecturer. 
“If  she  sees  me  getting  downhearted 
she  comes  up  to  me  and  pushes  the 
comers  of  my  mouth  up  to  make  me 
smile."  Dr  Russell  said. 

“She  has  been  like  a  rock  to  me. 
She  has  been  incredibly  firm  for  a 
girt  who  has  quite  a  little,  timid 
character.  Christmas  will  be  a  very 
difficult  time,  but  we  will  try  to  keep 


too  many  upsetting  memories  from 
our  minds.” 

PC  Smith  said:  “She  has  a  very 
strong  character.  The  courage  she 
has  displayed  has  been  tremendous. 
I  am  very  proud  of  her.” 

The  Duchess,  who  recently  dis¬ 
closed  that  she  has  chronic  fatigue 
syndrome,  showed  no  sign  of  tired¬ 
ness  as  she  played  with  the  children 
during  the  23rd  annual  awards.  She 
strode  up  an  instant  rapport  with 
Kimberley  Terrier,  2,  from  Cam- 
bertey.  Surrey-  In  January  Kimberley 
was  in  rears  because  of  pain  in  her 
head.  A  brain  tumour  was  diagnosed 
and  she  was  left  blind  after  surgery  to 


remove  it  Her.  mother,  Margaret, 
said:  "I’m  very  proud  of  her  and  it 
was  easy  to  see  that  she  won  the 
Duchess’s  heart  straight  away." 

Radha  Patel.  8,  from  Portsmouth, 
went  to  her  father’s  aid  when  two 
men  broke  into  his  shop.  She 
wrestled  with  one  of  them  as  he 
threatened  her  father  with  a  knife, 
giving  him  time  to  push  a  panic  but¬ 
ton.  “I  wasn't  scared  and  I  would  do 
exactly  the  same  again.  I  just  wanted 
to  save  ray  dad,"  she  said.  T  grabbed 
the  man's  hair  and  then,  wham,  I 
punched  him  in  the  face.  Dad  pushed 
the  button  and  they  ran  off.” 

The  other  winners  were  Amy 


Melrose,  13,  from  Sheffield,  who  fell 
from  a  tree  on  to  railings  but 
managed  to  joke  with  firefighters  as 
they  freed  her:  Christopher  Foster,  7, 
from  Bishops  Stortford,  who  has 
bone  cancer;  Gillian  Cash,  8,  from 
Paisley,  who  was  bora  with  a 
congenita]  heart  condition;  Ashley 
Read,  14,  from  Cobham.  Surrey,  who 
fell  on  to  a  bonfire  and  suffered  70  per 
cent  burns;  and  Joe  Davitt,  12,  from 
York,  who  took  the  controls  of  a  light 
aircraft  while  his  father  radioed  for 
help  after  their  landing  gear  col¬ 
lapsed.  The  awards  were  attended  by 
the  pop  singer  Gary  Barlow  and  the 
footballer  lan  Wright. 
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asylum  seekers 


By  Ian  Murray,  community  correspondent 


THE  Red  Cross  is  to  distribute 
food  parcels  in  Britain  for  the 
first  time  in  nearly  50 years.  It 
says  new  government  immi¬ 
gration  controls  have  reduced 
refugees  to  the  poverty  levels 
of  famine-stricken  Third 
World  countries. 

The  international  organis¬ 
ation  has  added  three  refugee 
day  centres  in  London  to  its 
long  Christmas  list.  Half  the 
Red  Cross  aid  budget  is  spent 
in  Africa,  with  Afghanistan. 
Georgia  and  Colombia  among 
other  big  beneficiaries.  “The 
main  criterion  for  aid  is  hun¬ 
ger,"  a  spokesman  for  the  In¬ 
ternational  Red  Cross  in  Gen¬ 
eva  said.  "If  someone  is 
hungry  then  it  is  our  mission 
to  feed  them." 

From  tomorrow  until  Janu¬ 
ary  1200  parcels  a  day  will  be 
delivered  for  distribution 
among  asylum  seekers  who 
are  regular  visitors  id  centres 
in  Vauxhall,  Camden  and 
Newham.  Each  package  is 
meant  to  last  for  two  days. 
The  £10,000  cost  will  come 
from  the  discretionary  fund  of 
the  British  Red  Cross,  which 
its  director-general.  Mike 
Whitlam,  can  spend  where  he 
considers  there  is  a  need. 

Mr  Whitlam  said:  "We  do 
not  argue  the  rights  and 
wrongs  of  the  law.  but  as  a  hu¬ 


manitarian  organisation  we 
have  to  deal  with  its  con¬ 
sequences.  We  have  focused 
on  tiie  most  vulnerable  group, 
who  are  very  depressed  and 
just  do  not  know  where  their 
next  meal  is  coming  from. 
They  would  be  in  desperate 
straits  without  tins  help  be¬ 
cause  at  this  time  of  year  many 
of  the  places  they  can  go  to  beg 
for  help  are  closed." 

In  February  the  Govern¬ 
ment  withdrew  benefits  from 
asylum  seekers  who  did  not 
make  an  application  immed¬ 
iately  an  arrival  That  was 
ruled  illegal  by  the  High 
Court  in  June  and  benefits 
were  reinstated,  only  to  be 
withdrawn  again  when  the 
Asylum  and  Immigration  Act 
was  passed  on  July  24. 

By  September  at  least  10.000 
people  had  lost  their  benefit 
entitlement  and  the  Refugee 
Council  began  dealing  with  an 
increasing  (Ioiw.  The  situation 
changed  again  in  October, 
when  the  High  Court  ruled 
that  local  authorities  had  a 
duty  under  the  1948  National 
Assistance  Act  to  provide  shel¬ 
ter,  warmth  and  food. 

A  government  appeal 
against  that  derision  will  be 
heard  on  January  13-14.  Until 
then  local  authorities  are  ot> 
liged  to  provide  minimal  help. 


which  they  estimate  is  costing 
them  about  £2  million  a  week. 

Most  refugees  are  in  Lon¬ 
don,  where  there  are  currently 
1.900  single  adults.  1300  fam¬ 
ilies  and  550  children  on  their 
own.  Mark  Bangwyn,  soda! 
policy  officer  of  the  Associ¬ 
ation  of  London  Government, 
said:  “Because  they  have  no 
right  to  local  authority  accom¬ 
modation  we  have  to  house 
them  in  expensive  bed-and- 
breakfast  places,  where  we 
have  to  pay  prices  which  com¬ 
pete  with  those  paid  by  tour¬ 
ists.  In  most  cases  these  people 
wander  the  streets  all  day  with 
no  money.  They  are  some¬ 
times  given  lists  of  soup 
kitchens,  bur  that  is  all.” 

Nick  Hardwick,  chief  execu¬ 
tive  of  the  Refugee  Council, 
said:  "The  number  of  people 
attending  our  day  centres  has 
doubled  to  130  in  two  months 
and  many  walk  miles  for  a 
meal  with  us.  Many  are 
professional  people.  It  just 
cannot  be  the  answer  to  make 
it  impossible  for  people  to  eat" 

Numbers  of  refugees  seek¬ 
ing  asylum  in  Britain  have 
fallen  from  4,700  a  month  a 
year  ago  to  1,900  now.  Only  6 
per  cent  of  those  applying  are 
granted  refugee  status. 
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From  toothpaste  to  sardines:  the  contents  of  parcels  to  be  distributed  at  three  refugee  day  centres  in  London 


Saved  -  by  eggs  and  legs  from  home 


By  Aian  Hamilton 


Leading  article,  page  17 


PROBABLY  the  oddest  Red  Cross  panel 
dispatched  from  Britain  was  dropped 
from  a  Blenheim  bomber  over  France  on 
August  19.  1941.  Addressed  to  Wing 
Commander  D.ILS.  Bader,  the  bulky 
package  contained  a  replacement  pair  of 
artificial  legs. 

The  flying  ace  had  left  one  tin  leg 
trapped  in  die  cockpit  of  his  damaged 
Spitfire  and  had  bent  the  other  as  he 
bided  out  His  German  captors,  who 
regarded  their  adversary  with  the  highest 
admiration,  allowed  the  bomber  safe 
passage  to  drop  the  replacement  limbs. 


allowing  their  prisoner  some  mobility  in 
his  new  home  at  Coldiiz.  . 

For  thousands  of  ordinary  prisoners  of 
war,  the  Red  Cross  parcel  was  a  lifeline 
to  survivaL  By  May  1945  more  than 
20  million  parcels,  packed  at  17  centres 
throughout  Britain,  had  been  shipped  by 
the  British  Red  Cross  and  the  Order  of  St 
John  to  neutral  Lisbon  for  distribution  to 
British  and  Commonwealth  PoWs.  ,  . 

The  contents  were  intended  to  provide 
a  vital  dietary  supplement  to  inadequate 
prison  food.  There  would  usually  be  a 
quarter  pound  of  Maypole  tea,  a  tin  of 
Rown tree's  cocoa,  a  tin  of  condensed 
milk  and  a  bar  of  soap.  Other  regular 


items  were  cans  of  Crosse  and 
Blackwell’s  Scotch  herrings,  tinned  meat 
rolL  cheese,  dried  eggs,  jam,  margarine, 
vegetables,  biscuits,  a  bar  of  chocolate 
and  a  tin  of  50  cigarettes. 

Even  the  homedwdlrng  British  en¬ 
joyed  the  benefit  of  food  parcels  in  the 
austerity  of  the  immediate  postwar  years. 
Canadian  families,  moved  by  tiie  severe 
rationing  in  the  mother  country,  donated 
many  thousands  of  food  parcels  in  194& 
In  the  previous  year,  when  severe 
flooding  affected  45.000  British  homes 
and  130.000  people;  the  Red  Cross, 
distributed  more  than  26.000  cases  of 
food  and  milk-  . 


*  ’  *  '•  * 


Insect  flight  tests 
reveal  plane  truth 


By  Nigel  Hawkes.  science  editor 
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INSECTS  use  the  same  aero¬ 
dynamic  effects  as  Concorde 
to  stay  aloft,  zoologists  at 
Cambridge  have  shown. 

According  to  the  conven¬ 
tional  laws  of  aerodynamics, 
insects  should  not  fly.  But  by 
;  studying  the  flapping  wings  of 
•  a  model  based  on  the  hawk- 
mothjfut  tea,fyngs  larger,* Dr 
Charles  S&mgton  .  and  his 
colleagues;  have  solved  Whe 
mystery.  The  key  is  the  gSier- 
tition  and  ”  maintenance  of 
vortices little  whirlpools  of 
air— along  the  leading  edge  of 
the  wing. 

Concorde  depends  on  this 
effect  to  take  off  and  land. 
British  scientists  discovered 
after  the  Second  World  War 
that  a  slender  delta  wing  in 
slow  flight  generates  vortices 
at  the  wing  tip  that  create  lift 
Because  the  same  wing  shape 
is  also  suitable  for  the  different 
conditions  of  supersonic  flight; 
Concorde  became  possible. 

Insects  do  not  have  swept 
wings,  but  generate  the  same 


kind  of  vortices  through  flap¬ 
ping.  The  team  reports  in  this 
week's  Nature  that  they  ex¬ 
perimented  with  hawkmoths 
and  a  mechanical  device 
called  the  “flapper”  based  on 
the  same  motion. 

Tests  using  smoke  in  a  wind 
tunnel  showed  that  at  the 
beginning  of  the  moth’s  down- 
stroke.  when  the. wing  fa 
angled  for  .maximum  lift,  a 
vortex  is  created  at  the  wing' 
roqt  “This  creates  a  region  of 
tow  pressure  above  the- wing.  -I 
which  sucks  the  insect  up-  J 
wards."  Dr  Ellington  says. 

The  vortex  forms  a  spiral 
which  moves  along  the  lead-  . 
ing  edge  of  the  wing  towards 
the  tip.  The  effect  is  to  create  ’ 
lift  on  the  downstroke  equiva¬ 
lent  to  45  times  the  math’s 
weight,  more  than  adequate  to 
keep  it  airborne. 

“People  have  speculated 
that  insects  generate  lift- 
through  creating  vortioes,"  Dr 
Ellington  says,  “but  nobody 
had  been  able  to  see  them." 


A  CLERGYMAN  who  publjc- 
ly  attacked  a  BBC  Thought  for 
the  Day  broadcast  by  a  vkart 
wife  is  to  leave  his  job  as  the 
Church  of  England's  ccnv- 
munications  director. 

The  Rev  Eric  Sftegqg  said;  “J 
want  to  emphasise  that  discus¬ 
sions  about  my  move  began 
long  before  the  Thought  for 
the  Dav  broadcast  All  clergy 
at  Church  Housework  on  five- 
year  contracts  which  can  be 
extended  for  a  maximum  of 
two  years.  I  started  in  1990, 
always  knowing  I  would  have 
to  go  in  1997." 

Mr  Shegog.  who  was  previ¬ 
ously  head  of  religious  broad¬ 
casting  for  the  independent 
Broadcasting  Authority,  cov¬ 
ering  ITV.  Channel  4  and 
independent  radio,  is  to  be¬ 
come  head  of  communications 
for  the  London  diocese.  He 
said  h  was  understandable 
that  many  would  see  his  move 
as  a  downwards  step,  adding: 
“But  where  do  you  go  after 
being  head  of  religious  pro¬ 
gramming  for  the  1BA  and 
head  of  communications  for 
the  Chun*  of  England V 

Last  month  Anne  Atkins 
used  Radio  4*5  daily  religious 
slot  to  condemn  the  Church  of 
England  for  letting  South¬ 
wark  Cathedral  be  used  for 
the  Lesbian  and  Gay  Chris¬ 
tian  Movement’s  twentieth  an¬ 
niversary  celebrations. 

Mr  Shegog  complained  that 
her  broadcast  had  been  inac¬ 
curate  and  “a  serious  error  of 
judgment",  and  demanded  an 
apology  from  the  BBC.  He 
faced  hostile  questions  at  the 
General  Synod  last  month, 
when  members  voiced  sup¬ 
port  for  Mrs  Atkins  and  said 
that  be  had  no  authority  to 
condemn  her. 

Yesterday  the  Right  Rev 
Richard  Chartres,  Bishop  of 
London,  said:  “London  is  for¬ 
tunate  to  have  attracted  some¬ 
one  of  Eric  Shegog's  ability, 
commitment  and  experience.” 

Mrs  Atkins,  who  con¬ 
demned  the  cathedral  for  “cel¬ 
ebrating  20  years  of  gay  sex", 
has  maintained  a  high  profile. 
recently  becoming  agony  aunt 
on  a  national  newspaper. 
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By  Michael  Hornsby,  agriculture  correspondent 


VETS  warned  yesterday 
against  an  early  change  to 
Quarantine  controls  and  called 
for  more  evidence  tbai  alterna¬ 
tive  safeguards  would  keep 
out  rabies. 

Karl  Linklater.  president  of 
the  British  Veterinary  Associ¬ 
ation,  said  vets  soil  needed  to 
he  persuaded  that  a  system 
based  on  vaccination  and  - 
blood  tests  could  provide  the 
same  protection  as  quarantine. 

"A  standardised  procedure 
for  the  microchip  identifica¬ 
tion  of  dogs  and  cats  would  be 
an  absolute  pre-condition  for 
any  relaxation  of  quarantine.*1 
Dr  Linklater  said.  “We  have 
no  problems  with  the  science 
of  a  system  based  an  vaccina¬ 
tion,  blood  testing  and 
microchipping,  provided  it  is 
properly  implemented  and 
enforced. 

“It  is  only  within  the  last 
month  that  the .  International 
Standards  Organisation  has 
published  pail  two  of  its 
standard  for  microchips,  and 
individual  companies  have 


stffl.  to  adopt  it"  He  added  that 
the .  Government  should  nts 
underestimate  the  difficulty  of 
controlling  the  "much  larger 
number  of  pets  likely  to  enter 
Britain  as  a  result  of  abolition 
of  quarantme.  The  association 
estimates  that  up  to  250.000 
dogs_  and  cats  - could  eater 
Britain  each  year,  compared 
with  about  9.500  now. 

Dr  linklater  said  the  gap 
between  what  looked  accept¬ 
able  cm  paper  and  what  could 
be  enforced  m  practice  had 
been  shown- by  the  difficulty 
the  Government  had  experi¬ 
enced  in  malting'  slaughter¬ 
houses  comply  with  onntmls 
on  “mad  cow**  disease. 

The  association  has  beet 
under  pressure  from  within  its 
own  nooks  to  press  for  revision 
of  the  rabies  laws,  fix  October 
a  group  calling  itself  Vets  in 
Support  of  Change  castigated 
tite  present  laws  as  an  “anach¬ 
ronism  and  indefensible  on 
scientific  grounds". 

Last  week  the  Royal  Society 
for  the  Preventianof  Cruelty  to 


Carpet  of  bluebells 
takes  a  beating 
from  trampling  feet 

By  Nick  Nuttauu  environment  correspondent 


BRITAIN'S  beauty  spots  are 
in  clanger  of  being  trampled  to 
death  by  the  growing  number 
of  ramblers,  campers  and 
mountain  bikers  pouring  into 
the  countryside. 

Jim  Uttiemore,  an  ecologist 
at  Warwick  University  who 
has  been  studying  the  impact 
an  woodland  plants  such  as 
foxgloves,  violets  and  blue¬ 
bells,  believes  the  time  is 
coming  when  numbers  visit¬ 
ing  mare  popalarwoods  will 
have  to  be  controlled. 
k  The  effects  of  people  using 
three  woods  in  Warwickshire 

—  Tocfl.  Tilehfll  and  Crackty 

—  were  measured  by  a  net¬ 

work  of  pressure  gauges.  Mr 
littiemore  found  that  about  8 
per  cent  of  the  ground  became 
bare  when  258  people  a  year 
strobed  through  terra*.  of 
woodland;  . 

when  •'the 

1,947.  The  wood  then  became 
prone  to  erosion  '  and  more; 
hardy,  but  less  attractive 
plants  moved  in.  • 

Mr  Uttiemore  also  told  the 
British  Ecological  Society, 
meeting  at  Durham  Univer¬ 
sity,  that 'he -bad  studied  the 
impact  of  simulated  trampling 
on,  the  health  of  bluebells. 
Seed  production  among  a 
carpet  of  bluebells  dedmed  to 
10  per  cent  of  that  of  an 


undisturbed  patch  after  an 
estimated  200  people  had 
passed  through,  the  effect  on 
seed  production  persisted  for  a 
year  after  the  trampling.  Blue¬ 
bell  cover  also  dropped  sharp- 
ly  if  the  plants  were  trampled 
on  every  spring,  theresearch 
showed.  : ' 

Richard  Smithers,  of  the 
Woodlands  Trust,  a  charity 
which  nonages  800-  woods 
with  free  public  access,  said 
yesterday  that  the  trust  was 
already  using  paths  and  rides 
to  steer  people  away  from 
sensitive  areas. 

□  Hopes  of  saving  one  of 
Britain's  rarest  moths,  the 
netted  carpet  moth,  from  ex¬ 
tinction  have  received  a  boost 
with  the  discovery  of  a  large 
and  healthy  colony  near 
Broughton  mFurness  m:  the 
Jj&x  ?  Dutrict  -  Tbe  moth,'* 

'frY* Nc^tif^Waiei,  •hasr'been' 
listed  aS  Hi-iwed  of  urgent; 
action  under  the'  Govern-  ' 
meat's -'  recently  published 

Bnkecfwith  an 
equally-  rare  small  .flower, 
called  the  r  touch-mwiot  bal-r 
sairu-  on  which  the  larval  ' 
stages  of  the  math  depend. 
The  balsam  is  - so;  called 
because  its  pods  can  fire  the 
large,  heavy  seeds  up  to  two 
metres. 
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Animals  announced  that  it 
.  would,  lobby  the  Government 
fora  switch  to  a  system  based 
-  on  vaccination.  Mood  tests  to 
prove  that  animals  had  been 
immunised,  and  permanent 
identification.  The  society  ar¬ 
gued  flat  such  a  system  could 
provide  “an  equal,  if  not 
'  greater,  protection  from  rabies 
as  quarantine’*. 

With  the  Kennel  Club,  the 
.  RSPCA  runs  a  computer 
database  for  microchipped 
dogs,  which  number  about 
300.000  of  the  seven  jjaUioD  in 
Britain.  The  chip  is  the  size  of 
a  grain  of  rice'and  is  implant¬ 
ed  in  loose  skin  around  the 
dog^s  neck.  It  asts  £30  to  have 

tens?  mTffie^^ase.  Each 
chip  carries  a  unique  ten-digit 
identification  number  far  the 
database,  -which  holds  the 
animal  Ydetails. 

The  Government  is  conduct¬ 
ing  a  review  of  quarantine: 
Ireland  is  the  only  other 
country  that  requires  six 
months*  quarantine  for  pets. 
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Edwin  the  boxer  about  to  be  injected  with  a  microchip.  Tbe  chip  carries  the  ID  number  for  a  computer  database 

Pit  bull  terrier  has  become  a  dying  breed 


.  By  Richard  Ford 

THE  pit  bull  terrier  is  on  tbe  way  to 
being  eliminated  from  Britain  owing  to 
the  success  of  one  of  fixe  most  criticised 
pieces  of  government  legislation. 

The  breed*  numbers  have  fallen  from 
an  estimated  .8,600  to  3300,  with  430 
destroyed,  since  the  Dangerous  Do^  Act 


came  into  operation  five  years  ago.  The 
rest  have  died.  Vets  believe  that  the 
remainder  amid  go  within  five  years. 

Yesterday,  however,  the  Home  Affairs 
Select  Committee  recommended  a  relax¬ 
ation  of  the  Act’s  harshest  provisions, 
such  as  the  death  penalty  for  dogs  that 
are  not  neutered,  muzzled  in  public  and 

inawri  girlianl frerhairman. 


lilV 


Mill 


sakL  “Despite  being  held  up  as  the  classic 
example  of  an  Act  passed  in  haste  and  in 
response  to-  tabloid  pressure,  it  was 
necessary  and  has  been  successfuL** 

The  commhlee  of  MPs  also  recom¬ 
mended  “bad"  for  dogs  awaiting  a 
verdict  increased  visiting  rights  to  those 
held  in  kennels  and  the  reintroduction  of 
dog  licences. 
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Prime-time  ad  deal 
raises  fears  over 
TV  independence 

By  Alexandra  Frean,  media  correspondent 


MCHQ»±§ 


A  LIGHT  entertainment  show 
is  to  become  the  first  British 
prime-time  television  pro¬ 
gramme  to  be  paid  for  entirely 
by  an  advertiser- 

BT  is  to  meet  the  £100.000 
cost  of  the  UV  programme 
Now  We’re  Talking,  which 
will  be  screened  on  December 
30.  It  win  be  hosted  by  Phillip 
Schofield  on  the  theme  of 
communication  and  mil  fea¬ 
ture  comedy  clips  and  inter¬ 
views  with  such  celebrities  as 
Jim  Davidson.  Terry  Wogan 
and  Sue  Pollard. 

Aileen  Boughen,  a  spokes¬ 
woman  for  BT.  said  that  the 
company  had  approved  the 
list  of  guests,  but  had  had  no 
direct  editorial  input  She 
added  that  it  was  considerably 
cheaper  to  pay  for  a  pro¬ 
gramme  than  to  buy  30  min¬ 
utes  of  prime-time  advertising 
at  well  over  £1  million.  “It  is 
part  of  a  bigger  campaign 
aimed  at  improving  communi¬ 
cation  in  our  society,”  she  said. 
“Obviously,  from  BTs  point  of 


view,  there  is  a  commercial 
interest  if  people  can  commu¬ 
nicate  more." 

The  deal  marks  a  departure 
in  the  way  that  television 
programmes  are  funded  and 
recalls  the  practice  of  (he  giant 
American  washing-powder 
manufacturers  in  the  1950s 
which  funded  daytime  dra¬ 
mas  aimed  at  housewives. 


Schofield:  will  interview 
stars  on  communication 


BBC  disappointed 
by  licence  fee  rise 

By  Alexandra  Frean.  media  correspondent 


THE  television  licence  fee  is  to 
rise  by  the  equivalent  of  infla¬ 
tion  over  the  next  five  years. 
Next  year  it  will  increase  by  £2 
to  £91.50  for  colour  sets,  and 
by  50p  to  £30.50  for  black  and 
white. 

Rises  above  inflation  for  the 
following  two  years  will  be 
balanced  by  beiow-inflation 
increases  for  the  next  two.  In 

1998- 99  die  rise  wall  be  infla¬ 
tion  plus  3  per  cent  and  in 

1999- 2000  it  will  be  inflation 
plus  0.5  per  cent  But  in  the 
year  to  2001  it  will  be  inflation 
minus  I  per  cent,  and  in 200 1-2 
inflation  minus  25  per  cent 

The  price-rise  formula  was 
announced  yesterday  in  a 
Commons  written  reply  by 
Virginia  Bottomley,  the  Nat¬ 


ional  Heritage  Secretary.  It 
was  a  disappointment  for 
John  BirL  Director-General  of 
the  BBC,  who  had  called  for 
above-inflation  increases  to 
assist  investment  in  digital 
technology.  There  has  been  no 
increase  In  the  BBC  licence  fee 
in  real  terms  for  ten  years. 

Mr  Bin  said  that  it  was  “not 
realistic’*  for  the  Government 
to  cut  the  Licence  fee  in  the 
fourth  and  fifth  years  of  die 
agreement  “We  will  have  to 
go  back  to  the  Government  for 
those  years.  There  is  no  ques¬ 
tion  of  our  not  being  able 
broadly  to  provide  die  new 
digital  and  other  services  we 
have  promised,  but  we  may 
have  to  pull  bade  in  the  extent 
and  timing  of  our  plans.” 


giving  rise  to  the  term  “soap 
opera". 

Television  sponsorship  is 
increasing  and  more  shows 
paid  for  entirely  by  advertisers 
are  expected  to  be  announced 
in  the  coming  year.  ITV  will 
announce  today  that  Blind 
Date,  its  prime  Saturday  eve¬ 
ning  show  hosted  by  Cilia 
Black,  is  to  be  sponsored  by 
the  travel  firm  Going  Places. 

•  Regulators  are  likely  to  be 
concerned  that  the  trend  could 
lead  to  interference  with  the 
content  of  programmes  by 
advertisers.  Independent  Tele¬ 
vision  Commission  guidelines 
prohibit  advertiser-funded  or 
sponsored  programmes  from 
giving  undue  prominence  to 
branded  products,  but  editori¬ 
al  interference  can  occur  in 
more  subtle  ways.  Attempts  by 
Heineken  to  change  the  ethnic 
mix  of  the  studio  audience  for 
Hotel  Babylon,  the  late-night 
Channel  4  programme  it 
backed,  embarrassed  the  com¬ 
pany  when  details  of  its  med¬ 
dling  were  leaked. 

The  BT  logo  will  not  appear 
on  the  studio  set  of  Now  We’re 
Talking,  but  will  be  on  the 
opening  and  closing  credits.  A 
free  booklet  about  communi¬ 
cation  will  be  available  via  a 
freephone  number  publicised 
at  the  end  of  the  programme. 
BT  will  buy  advertising  in  the 
programme's  breaks. 

A  Carlton  spokesman  said 
that  the  programme  would  not 
be  a  publicity  vehicle  for  BT. 
“The  Independent  Television 
Commission's  guidelines  are 
there  to  protect  viewers  from 
being  confused  by  a  commer¬ 
cial  message  contained  within 
a  programme  and  we  obvious¬ 
ly  endorse  and  have  followed 
those  guidelines." 

Nick  Kelvin,  planning  direc¬ 
tor  of  CIA  Medianetwork,  a 
communications  .agency,  said: 
“As  the  number  of  channels 
continues  to  grow,  and  it  j 
becomes  easier  for  audiences 
to  actively  avoid  commercials 
by  using  the  remote  control, 
co-production  deals  are  bound 
to  increase." 


'm 
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Taylor  Carrington  recovering  from  an  acute  chest  infection  at  the  Evelina,  with  Staff  Nurse  Alison  Fletcher 

On  guard  at  frontier  of  life  and  death 


By  John  Young 

JACK  LOFTING,  a  previous- 
■  ly  healthy  13-month-old,  sud¬ 
denly  developed  ugly,  livid 
rashes  on  his  arms  and  legs 
last  week.  His  mother,  Joan¬ 
na,  telephoned  her  doctor, 
who  took  one  look  at  the  child 
and  had  him  admitted  to 
hospital 

By  then  Jack  was  critically 
ill  and  staff  at  Ashford 
Hospital,  Kent  summoned 
help  from  the  Evelina  Chil¬ 
dren's  Hospital  in  southeast 
London.  An  emergency  “re¬ 
trieval”  team  collected  the 
child  and  rushed  him  to  the 
paediatric  intensive  care  ward 
at  Guy’s,  where  acute  menin¬ 
gococcal  septicaemia  was 
diagnosed. 

Treatment  included  anti¬ 
biotics.  injections  of  fluid  into 
the  bone,  drugs  to  keep  the 
heart  going  and  the  use  of  an 
oxygen  ventilator.  Two  days 
later  Jack  was  still  uncon¬ 
scious.  but  was  expected  to 
make  a  hill  recovery. 

Although  working  con¬ 
stantly  at  the  frontier  of  life 
and  death,  the  atmosphere  at 
the  Evelina,  part  of  the  Guy'S 
and  St  Thomas’s  Hospital 
Trust,  is  one  of  quiet  confi¬ 
dence  and  efficiency.  Several 


times  a  week  retrieval  teams 
of  doctors  and  nurses  are 
dispatched  to  local  hospitals 
to  bring  in  children  often 
dose  to  death  for  emergency 
treatment. 

Dr  Ian  Murdoch,  die  tutifs 
director,  has  seen  the  number 


of  patients  treble  to  about  900 
a  year  in  three  years,  largely 
because  of  the  high  reputation 
of  tite  retrieval  service. 

"We  collect  more  patients 
for  emergency  treatment  than 
any  other  hospital  in  the 
country,”  Dr  Murdoch  said.. 


The  Evelina  Appeal 

i  enclose  a  cheque/ postal  order  (payable  to  The  Evelina  Children* 
Hospital  Appeal)  for  £ _ 

Or,  please  debh  my  Visa  /  Access  /  Mastercard  account  _ 


Expiry  date _ / _ _  Today's  date _ / _ /. 

Signature - - - 

NAME _ 

ADDRESS - 

_ POSTCODE _ 

DAYTIME  PHONE  No _ 

To  make  an  instant  credit  card  donation,  please  telephone  0171-403 
4089.  or  send  this  coupon  with  your  donation  nr 


The  Evelina  Appeals  Office 
Henrielte  Raphael  House 
Gay'S  Hospital 
Si  Thomas  Street  SEI 9RT 
Reg.  Charity  No.  251983  - 

I  would  like  nty  gift  to  help  Research  O, 
Care  □,  Equipment  Dor  the  General 
Appeal  Fund  □  (tide  as  appropriate). 

□ Tick  here  if  you  would  nke  a.  receipt 


“We  have  a  policy  of  never 
saying  no.  That  means  more 
and  more  people  turn  to  us.” 

Nearly  three  quarters  of  the 
calls  are  after  7pm.  The  medi¬ 
cal  team  on  stand-by  assem¬ 
bles  the  equipment  it  needs, 
and  a  driver  and  vehicle, 
usually  a  fast  car,  are  supplied 
by  the  London  Ambulance 
Service. 

Taylor  Carrington,  who 
will  be  two  on  Monday,  was 
taken  to  hospital  la  Green¬ 
wich  two  weeks  ago  with  a 
chesty  cough.  His  breathing 
deteriorated  and  after  three 
days  he  was  collected  and 
taken  to  the  Evelina. 

There  he  was  treated  with 
antibiotics  for  an  acute  chest 
infection,  from  which  he  has 
recovered  welL  “We  are  very 
pleased  with  his  progress," 
Alison  Fletcher,  a  staff  nurse 
said.  “We  are  really  working 
hard  to  get  him  home  for 
Christmas.” 

The  retrieval  service  is 
largely  funded  by  the  Evelina 
Children's  Hospital  Appeal 
which  has  also  provided 
£250,000.  to  increase  the  beds 
to  16.  “As  we  get  bigger,  our 
budget  is  never  big  enough.” 
Dr  Murdoch  said.  “Nearly  all 

the  equipment  is  funded  by  . 
the  appeal” 


Bishop  in 
disaster 
inquiry  call 

The  Bishop  of  Liverpool  has 
called  for  a  new  investigation 
into  the  Hillsborough  dis¬ 
aster.  The  Right  Rev  David 
Sheppard  said  yesterday  that 
he  now  believed  there  was 
negligence  on  the  part  of 
-public  bodies"  which  ted  to 
the  tragedy,  although  he  de¬ 
clined  to  specify  them. 

He  has  written  to  Michael 
Howard,  the  Home  Secretary, 
urging  him  to  launch  a  second 
inquiry  into  the  disaster  in 
Sheffield  seven  years  ago. 
There  were  two  areas  far 
concern:  the  elosed-dreuil  tele¬ 
vision  operation  and  the  de¬ 
ployment  of  ambulances. 

Racial  retraining 

Detective  Constable  Shane 
Evans,  of  West  Midlands  pol¬ 
ice.  who  racially  insulted  a 
black  woman  officer,  will  be 
sent  on  an  equal  opportunities 
course.  An  industrial  tribunal 
awarded  the  woman  £17,000. 

Smoking  ban 

Smoking  is  to  be  permanently 
banned  at  three  Bournemouth 
beaches  after  the  success  of  a 
trial  scheme  last  summer. 
Tourism  chiefs  hope  smokers 
will  obey  the  rule,  which  they 
accept  cannot  be  enforced. 

Altar  attack  case 

An  unemployed  London  man 
was  remanded  in  custody  to 
tomorrow  accused  of  climbing 
on  the  altar  of  Westminster 
Cathedral  and  attacking  two 
worshippers.  He  was  ordered 
to  be  examined  by  doctors. 

Singing  muggers 

A72-year-old  man  was  robbed 
by  men  posing  as  carol  sing¬ 
ers.  He  was  grabbed  and  held 
by  the  lead  singer  while  the 
others  searched  his  home  in 
Raiding,  Berkshire.  Cash  and 
his  pension  book  were  stolen. 

Bursar  alarm 

A  burglar's  Sam  call  to  the 
RSPCA  led  to  James  O’Don¬ 
nell,  26,  being  convicted  of 
animal  cruelty  by  Leicester 
magistrates.  The  burglar  rep¬ 
orted  seeing  a  dog  being 
kicked  repeatedly. 
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Give  something  that’s 
bound  to  get  a  good  reception. 


Freestyle  80  Cordless  Phone 

Background  noise  reduction. 

Up  to  100  metres  range,  including  an 
out-of-range  warning 


£79.99 


Freestyle  120  Cordless  Phone 

8  Channel  auto  selection  which  kelps  get 
the  dearest  reception.  Backlit  keypad. 
Intercom  from  base  to  handset 


£129.99 
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Nato  plans  snatch 
squad  to  hunt  war 
criminals  in  Bosnia 

By  Michael  Evans,  defence  correspondent 


A  PROPOSAL  to  set  up  a 
special  police  squad  to  hunt 
down  war  criminals  in  the 
former  Yugoslavia  was  ap¬ 
proved  yesterday  by  Nato 
defence  ministers  in  Brussels. 

The  ministers  expressed 
concern  that,  since  the  war  in 
Bosnia-Herzegovina  ended 
more  than  a  year  ago,  only 
seven  of  the  74  indicted  war 
criminals  had  been  captured, 
one  of  whom  was  convicted 
last  month  by  the  Internation¬ 
al  Tribunal  for  the  Former 
Yugoslavia  in  The  Hague. 

Although  there  is  a  1,700- 
strong  international  police 
task  force  already  in  Bosnia, 
its  role  is  to  monitor  law  and 
order — it  is  not  empowered  to 
track  down  indicted  war  crim¬ 
inals.  The  new  31 .000-man 
Nato-led  Stabilisation  Force 
(Sfor).  which  takes  over  the 
peacekeeping  role  In  Bosnia 
from  tomorrow,  is  also  not 
mandated  to  go  after  suspect¬ 
ed  war  criminals. 

An  American  official  at  the 
Nato  meeting  said  there  was 
broad  agreement  in  principle 
to  send  a  war  crimes  squad  to 
Bosnia  to  arrest  indicted  war 
criminals  on  behalf  of  the 
international  tribunal. 

The  official  said  the  police 
force  could  operate  either  dir¬ 
ectly  to  the  tribunal  or  under 
the  auspices  of  the  European 
Union  or  the  Organisation  on 
Security  and  Co-operation  in 
Europe  (OSCE).  The  ministers 


Austerity 
puts  paid 
to  presents 
in  Italy 

From  Richard  Owen 
IN  ROME 

YOU  would  not  know  tt  from 
the  crowds  thronging  the  fes¬ 
tively  decorated  shopping 
streets  of  Rome  and  Milan, 
but  Italy  is  experiencing 
what  II  Messaggero  yester¬ 
day  called  "an  austerity 
Christmas”. 

Along  with  other  newspa¬ 
pers,  it  published  a  survey 
showing  that  one  in  five 
Italians  has  decided  nottogive 
any  Christmas  presents  this 
year.  “It  is  not  so  much  that  we 
are  poor,  more  that  we  feel  as 
if  we  are,”  the  paper  said: 
“Italians  are  spending  their 
money  more  prudently." 

Italy  is  an  affluent  society, 
and  Italians  secretly  believe 
their  dties  are  the  most 
charming  in  Europe,  their 
women  the  most  beautiful  and 
their  wines  the  most  drink¬ 
able.  But  paradoxically  they 
also  have  a  tendency  toward 
self-flagellation .  accentuated 
at  die  moment  by  the  fear  that 
they  are  not  really  in  Europe’s 
“big  league"  and  will  fail  to 
qualify  far  the  single  currency, 
despite  the  prodigious  efforts 
of  the  centre-left  Government 
of  Professor  Romano  Prodi  to 
meet  the  Maastricht  criteria. 

The  survey  revealed  that  20 
per  cent  of  Italians  (and  a 
higher  proportion  in  the 
di advantaged  South)  believe 
that  they  are  “poor".  Even  , 
more  significantly.  43  per  cent 
think  they  soon  will  be.  Ital¬ 
ians  are  not  relishing  the 
prospect  of  paying  a  “Euro 
tax"  next  year  to  help  to  reduce 
the  budget  deficit. 


were  unanimous  that  Sfor 
troops  should  not  be  given  the 
task  of  arresting  indicted  war 
criminals.  However,  they 
could  co-ordinate  closely  with 
the  police  force,  the  American 
official  said. 

He  said  the  next  step  was  to 
work  out  who  would  run  the 
war  crimes  squad,  how  it 
would  be  organised  and  who 
would  contribute  to  it. 

It  is  acknowledged  that  any 
attempt  to  track  down  and 
arrest  popular  Serb  figures 
such  as  Radovan  Karadzic,  the 
former  Bosnian  Serb  Presi¬ 
dent,  could  lead  to  confronta¬ 
tion  and  undermine  the 
peacekeeping  efforts.  Howev¬ 
er.  the  Dayton  peace  accord 
obliges  the  three  former  war- 


NATO  defence  ministers 
suffered  a  setback  yester¬ 
day  in  their  attempts  to 
work  more  dosdy  with 
Russia  (Michael  Evans 
writes).  At  a  Brussels  meet¬ 
ing  with  Igor  Rodionov, 
their  Russian  counterpart 
they  proposed  an  exchange 
of  military  liaison  officers, 
to  be  based  at  key  com¬ 
mand  centres.  He  called 
the  offer  premature.  A 
Russian  general  already 
serves  at  Nato’s  Supreme 
Headquarters  Allied  Pow¬ 
ers  Europe  to  help  to  co¬ 
ordinate  die  Russians' 
involvement  in  Bosnia. 


ring  factions  to  hand  over 
indicted  war  criminals. 

The  majority  of  the  indicted 
war  criminals  are  Bosnian 
Serbs,  although  both  Croats 
and  Muslims  are  also 
included. 

Hie  two  most  prominent 
indicted  Serbs  are  Mr 
Karadzic  and  General  Ratko 
Mladic,  the  ex-commander  of 
the  Bosnian  Serb  army.  Both 
are  charged  with  genocide  for 
the  slaughter  of  up  to  6,000 
Muslim  civilians  in  Sreb¬ 
renica  in  eastern  Bosnia.  They 
are  also  charged  over  the  siege 
of  Sarajevo  and  the  use  of 
United  Nations  peacekeepers 
as  human  shields. 

Other  indicted  war  crimi¬ 
nals  still  at  large  indude  IQ 
Serbs  charged  with  atrocities 
at  the  Omarska  prisoner  of 
war  camp.  They  indude 
Zdjko  Meakic.  the  camp  com¬ 
mander,  who  is  charged  with 
genocide. 

Three  Yugoslav  army  (JNA) 
officers  are  charged  with  kill¬ 
ing  26!  non-Serbs  who  had 
Iran  rounded  up  at  a  hospital 
in  Vukovar,  Croatia. 

Those  on  the  indicted  list 
also  indude  six  Croats,  who 
are  charged  with  killing  Mus¬ 
lim  dvilians  during  ethnic 
deansing  of  the  Lasva  valley 
area  in  central  Bosnia. 

Two  Serbs  are  charged  with 
killings  and  other  a  trod  ties  at 
Luka  camp  in  Brdko  in  north¬ 
eastern  Bosnia.  i 


Monaco  princesses 
‘lax  about  private 
lives’,  says  brother 

From  Ben  Macintyre  in  parts 


PRINCE  ALBERT  of  Mona¬ 
co.  the  heir  to  the  Mediterra¬ 
nean  principality,  said  yester¬ 
day  that  publicity  surround¬ 
ing  his  sisters'  troubled 
private  lives  may  have  been 
partly  of  their  own  making. 

“My  sisters  have  not  always 
taken  or  wanted  to  take  pre¬ 
cautions  because  it  was  too. 
cohstraining,”  the  3£year-old 
bachelor  prince  said,  adding 
that  he  had  gone  to  great 
lengths  to  keep  his  emotional 
life  out  of  the  public  eye. 
“Because  I  saw  what  hap¬ 
pened  to  my  sisters,  1  protect¬ 
ed  myself  even  more  ...  we 
have  been  horribly  treated 
like  film  stars,  and  people 
think  they  have  tiie  right  to  in¬ 
trude,"  Prince  Albert  told  Le 
Figaro  newspaper,  on  the  eve 
of  a  trip  to  Rome  to  celebrate 
the  700th  anniversary  of  the 
Grimaldi  dynasty. 

Asked  why  he  has  yet  to 
many,  the  prince  said  he  was 
not  linked  to  “anybody  in  a 


Prince  Albert  dislikes 
“film  star”  treatment 
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serious  way"  at  the  moment, 
noting  the  problems  awaiting 
his  future  spouse  as  the  wife 
of  a  royal  family’s  heal 
“The  task  will  not  be  easy 
...  as  for  myself,  from  an 
early  age  I  have  become  used 
to  the  incessant  pressure  of 
photographers  ...  J  don't 
want  to  get  married  just  to 
please  tieople.  Of  course,  my 
future  wife  will  be  a  princess, 
that  is  important  but  above 
all  she  will  be  the  person  with 
whom  I  will  share  my  fife.  I 
don’t  want  to  make  a 
mistake." 

Neither  Princess  Caroline 
nor  Princess  Stephanie  wifi  be 
at  the  Rome  celebrations  to 
mark  the  opening  of  a  muse¬ 
um  exhibition  dedicated  to 
the  Grimaldis,  but  the  model 
Claudia  Schifier  is  expected  to 
attend  as  Prince  Albert’s  com¬ 
panion.  Princess  Stephanie 
was  granted  a  divorce  in 
October,  a  month  after  her 
husband,  Daniel  Ducruet 
was  pictured  cavorting  with  a 
Belgian  striptease  dancer. 
Her  older  sister,  Caroline, 
was  featured  recently  in  gos¬ 
sip  columns  in  the  company 
of  Prince  Ernst  Auguste  of 
Hanover,  a  married  man. 

Referring  to  rumours 
surrounding  his  accession,  the 
prince  said  “no  date  has  been 
fixed"  and  that  his  father. 
Prince  Rainier  m,  would 
transfer  power  “calmly”  when 
he  saw  fit  “He  is  a  shy  man 
who  hides  his  true  personality 
behind  his  modesty,"  the 
prince  said  of  his  father,  who 
has  faced  unpleasant  publici¬ 
ty  over  the  emotional  entan¬ 
glements  of  his  daughters. 

Spielberg 
rescues 
star’s  Oscar 

From  Giles  Whittell 

IN  LOS  ANGELES 

STEVEN  Spielberg,  the  direc¬ 
tor,  has  presented  Clark  Ga¬ 
ble's  only  Oscar  to  the 
Academy  of  Motion  Picture 
Arts  and  Sciences  after  buying 
it  anonymously  at  auction  for 
a  record  $607,500  (£368j000). 

The  surprise  gift  brings  a 
treasured  symbol  of  Holly¬ 
wood's  golden  era  back  to  the 
institution  that  awards  the 
Oscars.  The  Academy,  which 
frowns  on  the  resale  of  its 
awards,  had  failed  in  a  last- 
minute  bid  to  stop  the  auction 
at  Christie’s  Beverly  Hills 
branch  with  a  court  order. 

With  a  chipped  marble  base 
and  brass  showing  through  its 
gold-plating,  the  Best  Actor 
Oscar  Gable  won  in  1934  for 
his  role  as  a  reporter  in  It 
Happened  One  Night  was 
botighi  by  Spielberg  with  a 
telephone  bid. 

The  previous  record  price 
for  an  Oscar  was  $563,500 
paid  in  1993  for  Vivien  Leigh* 
Best  Actress  award  for  Gone 
With  The  Wind. 
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streamline  the  UN 


Kofi  Annan  is  hugged  by  Ismail  RazaE.  president  of  the  General 
Assembly,  after  he  was  sworn  in  as  Secretary-General  at  the  UN 


KOFI "  ANNAN,  the  new  '  United 
Nations  Secretaiy-GeneraLsaid  yes¬ 
terday  that  he  hoped  to  work,  with 
member  states  to  “reposition"  the 
organisation  for  the  next  century.  ~ 

In  an  amiable  press  conference  that ' 
marked  a  break  with  the  haughty 
style  of  his  predecessor;  Boutros 
Boutros  Ghali,  Mr  Annan,  who  takes 
office  on  January  1,  said  he  planned  to, 
continue  streamfining  the  bureaucra¬ 
cy  while  seeking  consensus  on  more 
fundamental  changes  in  the’ UN’s 
role.  ^What  I  would  hcroe  todo  during 
tiie  period  I  am  in -office  is  to  work 
with  the  member  states  and  redefine . 
the  role  of  this  organisation  and 
perhaps  prepare  it  for  the  21st 
century,"  he  said.  . 

He  added  that  he  expected  the  first 
results  of  this  debate  within  his  first 
six  months  in  office.  Mr  Annan's 
election  as  the  next  UN  chief  has 
raised  hopes  that  the  United  States, 
which  backed  his  candidacy,  may 
now  make  good  on  its  $1.4  billion 
(£838  million)  in  arrears  to  tiie 
organisation . 

Mr  Annan  said  he  was  confident 
that  the  Clinton  Administration 
would  do  all  it  could  to  repay  the  debt 
and  that  tiie  UN  would  alsq  do  its  part 
with  continuing  reforms.  “I  expect  to 
work  with  the  Administration,  and 
through  them  the  Congress,  to  get  the 
US  to  pay  the  money -due  to  tiie 
organisation,"  he  said.  ' 

Mr  Annan,  a  career  TJN  official 
who  has  run  the  UN  peacekeeping 
department  for  tiie  last  three  years, 
emphasised  that  he  would  manage 
the  UN  with  a  “collegial- style"- and  - 
sought  to  reassure  the  embattled  UN 


From  James  Bone  in  new  york 

k  new  ■  United  objective  that  I  have  to  lay  off  staff,  but 

eneraL  said  yea-  ff.  as  part  of  the  reform  process,  some 
ai  to  work  with  departures  are  necessary  it  will  have 
“reposition"  the  to  be  done,  but  it  will  .be  done  in  a 
text  century. -  humane  and  sensitive  manner,"  he 
s  conference  that '  said.  _  . 

ith  lhe.  haughty-  Mr  Annan  hinted  that  Britain, 
cessarj  Boutros  which  had  strongly  backed  him. 
nnan.  who  takes  might  lose  its  top  post  in  the  UN 
tid-he  planned  to,  -  hierarchy  in  return  for  another  simi- 
g  the  bureau  era-  lar  position.  British  diplomats  have 
isensus  on  more  already  begun  lobbying  for  Britain  to 
s  in  the’  UN’s  keep  tiie  post  of  Under  Secretary- 
Kjpe  to  do  during  '  General  of  political  affairs  _  when 
office. is  to  work  '  Marrack  Goulding,  now  thehighest- 
ites  and  redefine .  ranking  Briton,  at  UN  headquarters, 
rgahisatiori  and  leaves  the  post  to  became  head  of  St 
t  for  the  21st  Antony’s,  Oxford,  next  year. 

Mr  Goulding  took  the  UN  job  a 
sxpected  the  first  decade  ago  when  Sir  Brian  Urquhart 
:  within  his  first  retired  after  many  years  at  the 
e.  Mr  Annan’s  organisation.  Mr  Annan  said  he 
:  UN  <4iW  has  '  wanted  to  “rotate"  the  top  jobs 
e  United  States,  between  different  countries  so  that  no 
candidacy,  may  nation  came  to  believe  that  it  had  a 
its  $L4  billion  right  to  a  particular  past, 
arrears  to  the  With  Mr  Annan V promotion  from 
head  of  peacekeeping,  vacancies  now 
e  was  confident  exist '  in  both  the  .department  of 
Administration  peacekeeping  and  political  affairs,  the 
o  repay  the  debt  two  most  important  units  of  the  UN 
d  also  do  its  part  secretariat.  France,  which  lifted  its 
ins.  "I  expect  to  threat  to  veto  Mr  Annan'S  appoint- 
imistratipn,  and  ment.  has  been  pushing  for  a  high- 
igress,  to  get  the  level  job  at  the  UN. 
ney-due  to  the  The  new  Secretary-General  said 
1.  ...  that  the  15-nation  Security  Council 

eer  UN  official  reflected  the  political  and  economic 
N  peacekeeping  realities  of  1945  and  should  be  brought 
last;  three  years,  up  to  date;  He  endorsed  claims  by 
would  manage  Germany  and  Japan  to  permanent 
egial- style"- and '■ -■  membership  of  the  council.-  but- added 
e  embattled  UN  that  “they  wflj  get  in  with  others". 


“1  am  not  setting  out-  with  the 
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France  increases 


security  amid  fear 
of  holiday  bomb 


From  Ben  Macintyre  in  paris 


Reno:  assurance 


FBI  agent 
on  spying 
charge 


From  Ian  Brodie 

IN  WASHINGTON 


THE  FBI  arrested  one  of  its 
own  agents  yesterday  on 
charges  of  spying  for  Russia. 

Ear!  Edwin  Pitts,  43,  an 
FBI  supervisor,  was  accused 
of  selling  sensitive  classified 
documents  to  Moscow  for 
more  than  five  years,  a 
charge  that  could  carry  the 
death  penalty.  He  made  a 
brief  court  appearance  in 
Alexandria.  Virginia,  and 
was  remanded  in  custody 
until  tomorrow.  It  was  al¬ 
leged  he  bad  been  paid  more 
than  $224,000  (£136,000). 

Janet  Reno,  the  Attorney- 
General  and  Louis  Freeh, 
the  FBI  Director,  were  sched¬ 
uled  to  give  a  news  confer¬ 
ence  at  which  they  were 
expected  to  emphasise  that 
the  arrests  proved  the  Gov¬ 
ernment's  efficiency  in  cap¬ 
turing  those  who  betray  its 
secrets. 


FRENCH  police  have  boosted 
security  at  stations,  airports 
and  public  buildings  amid 
fears  that  Islamic  terrorists 
may  launch  further  bomb 
attacks  in  Christmas  week. 

Since  the  attack  on  a  crowd¬ 
ed  Paris  commuter  train  an 
December  3.  which  killed  four 
people  and  injured  dozens  of 
others,  hundreds  of  additional 
troops  and  armed  police  have 
been  patrolling  potential  tar¬ 
gets  and  carrying  out  identity 
checks  across  France. 

Christmas  Eve,  the  second 
anniversary  of  the  hijacking  of 
a  French  plane  by  Islamic 
terrorists,  is  seen  as  the  most 
likely  date  for  a  resumption  of 
violence  by  Algerian  funda¬ 
mentalists,  who  accuse  France 
of  supporting  the  military- 
backed  regime  in  Algiers. 

On  December  24, 1994,  four 
members  of  the  militant  Alge¬ 
rian  Armed  Islamic  Group 
(GIA)  took  170  hostages  on  an 
Air  France  jet  in  Algiers.  The 
plane  was  stormed  56  hours 
later  at  Marseilles  airport  by 
French  anti-terrorist  polio? 
and  the  hijackers  were  killed. 
The  Islamic  guerrillas  had 
planned  to  blow  up  the  plane 
over  Paris. 

Thar  incident,  regarded  as  a 
key  symbolic  date  m  the  GIA 
calendar,  set  off  a  chain  of  dt- 
for-tat  violence.  Three  days 


after  the  failed  hijacking,  three 
French  priests  were  murdered 
in  Algeria. 

In  the  24  hours  to  yesterday 
morning,  6,146  people  were 
subjected  to  identity  checks  in 
France.  Paris  police  said  yes¬ 
terday,  and  1.5S7  vehicles  were 
stopped  and  searched  in  the 
massive  security  operation 
axle- named  Vigipirate.  More 
than  100  ptwple.  many  sus¬ 
pected  of  being  illegal  immi¬ 
grants,  were  taken  into 
custody  ibr  questioning. 

The  security  plan,  relaxed  in 
recent  months,  was  brought 
back  into  full  force  on  the 
order  of  President  Chirac  after 
the  rush-hour  bombing  at  Port 
Royal  station  earlier  this 
month. 

Alain  Jupp£,  the  Prime  Mire 
ister,  was  among  the  first  to 
visit  the  scene  of  the  bombing. 
He  has  been  working  with 
ministers  since  to  coordinate 
the  additional  security.  The 
political  stakes  are  high  for  the 
unpopular  M  Juppe,  who  is 
acutely  aware  that  a  renewed 
terrorist  campaign  is  certain 
to  cause  a  further  erosion  of 
voters'  confidence  in  the  em¬ 
battled  Government. 

Scores  of  bomb  alerts  have 
been  reported  in  Paris  during 
the  past  two  weeks,  including 
a  false  bomb  threat  at  the 
Paris  Bourse  that  closed  the 


exchange  for  several  hours. 
Shoppers  at  all  the  capital’s 
larger  department  stores  are 
being  searched  on  entry,  and 
ail  rubbish  bins  ai  "sensitive 
sites"  have  been  sealed. 

Meanwhile,  forensic  scien¬ 
tists'  tests  suggest  the  bomb  in 
die  train  attack  may  have  been 
slightly  different  from  those 
used  last  year.  Unlike  previ¬ 
ous  attacks,  the  gas-canister 
bomb  had  previously  con¬ 
tained  petrol,  igniting  a  fire¬ 
ball  French  police  are  still 
searching  for  Ali  Touch  ent, 
alias  Tarek,  the  39-year-old 
GIA  "emir"  suspected  of  re¬ 
cruiting  youths  in  Lyons  to 
carry  out  last  year's  attacks.  M 
Touches Fs  alleged  recruits  in¬ 
cluded  Khaled  Kdkal.  die 
bomber  shot  dead  by  police  in 
September  last  year. 

The  GIA  has  recently  been 
convulsed  by  violent  internal 
feuds,  and  French  experts  on 
Islamic  terrorism  say  that 
since  last  year’s  attacks  the 
group  appears  to  have  dis¬ 
patched  more  sophisticated, 
smaller  units  to  carry  out 
terrorist  actions  in  France, 
which  are  far  harder  to  trace. 

"With  the  approach  of  Ram¬ 
adan,  there  are  calls  for  this 
war  to  redouble  in  ferocity, " 
Maati  Kabbah  an  Islamic 
expert,  wrote  in  Liberation 
newspaper  yesterday. 


Cypriot 
wins  land 


right  case 


Nicosia:  Cyprus  hailed  a  land- 
mark  ruling  by  the  European 
Court  of  Human  Rights  in 
Strasbourg  that  Turkey  had 
violated  the  right  to  property 
of  a  Greek  Cypriot  woman 
(Micbael  Theodoukm  writes}. 

She  has  been  denied  access  to 
her  land  since  Turkish  forces 
went  into  the  north  of  the 
island  22  years  ago. 

“It  is  a  great  success,* 
declared  President  derides, 
the  Greek  Cypriot  leader.  The 
judgment  is  expected  to  open 
the  floodgates  for  further 
daims  by  about  180,000 
Greek  Cypriots,  including 
many  now  living  in  Britain. 


Nigerians  held 


Lagos:  Nigerian  police  ar¬ 
rested  three  people  after  a 
bomb  explosion  injured  12 
soldiers  near  the  offices  of  the 
military  administrator  of  La¬ 
gos  state.  Colonel  Muham¬ 
mad  Marwa.  (AFP) 


Release  ruling 


Karachi:  A  court  has  ordered 
the  release  of  Asif  Ali  Zardari, 
husband  of  Benazir  Bhutto, 
the  deposed  Prime  Minister, 
ruling  his  detention  unlawful 
leaders  of  the  Pakistan  Peo¬ 
ple's  Party  said.  (Reuter) 


Cost  of  Marcos 


Alain  Jupp£,  lgft,  the  French  Prime  Minister,  and  Bernard  Pons,  the  Transport 
Minister,  after  the  Cabinet  agreed  a  decree  on  the  working  hours  of  lorty  drivers 


OnlyEmna  bring  you  all  this 


EU  votes 
to  support 
tobacco 


San  Francisco:  A  federal  ap¬ 
peals  court  has  upheld  £JL2 
billion  in  damages  against 
Ferdinand  Marcos's  estate  for 
the  torture  and  killing  of 
10.000  Filipinos  during  his  14- 
year  presidency.  (AP) 


Killer  shot  dead 
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EUROPEAN  Union  tobacco 
subsidies  should  continue,  the 
Commission  concluded  yester¬ 
day,  despite  fierce  opposition 
from  Padraig  Flynn,  the  Com¬ 
missioner  for  Health. 

Mr  Flynn  had  argued  that 
the  £500  million  in  subsidies 
for  tobacco  growers  under¬ 
mined  EU  anti -smoking  mea¬ 
sures,  which  cost  '£12  mfllibn. 

However  Franz  Ffschler,  the 
Commissioner,  for  i.  Agricul¬ 
ture,  said  that  subsidies  were 
nectary  '  because  150,000 
families  depended  on  them. 
Eight -EU.  countries  produce 
tobacco. 

The  Commissioners  voted 
overwhelmingly  in  favour  of 
adopting  Herr  Flschtert  re¬ 
port  which  recommends  re¬ 
forming  die  subsidy  -  pi xn 
gramme  to  target  aid  on 
higher  quality  products,  offer¬ 
ing  buy-outs  to  encourage 
fanners  to  stop  growing  tobac¬ 
co  and  doubling  the  1  per  cent 
levy  an  subsidies  which  fi¬ 
nances  an  EU  health  fund 


Kabul:  A  man  who  killed  a 
pregnant  Afghan  woman  and 
her  three  children  during  a 
burglary  was  shot  dead  by  the 
victim's  husband  in  a  public 
execution  ordered  by  Taleban 
under  Islamic  law.  (Reuter) 


Mock  execution 


Dushanbe:  United  Nations 
observers  monitoring  the  im¬ 
plementation  of  a  ceasefire  in 
Tajikistan  were  subjected  to  a 
mode  execution  by  Tajik  gov¬ 
ernment  troops,  the  UN  mis¬ 
sion  here-said.  (Reuter) 


Students  killed 


Nairobi::  Kenyan  police  shot . 
dead  two  students  during  a 
riot 'at  Kenyatta  University  in 
Nairobi  The  protest  was  over 
the  killhig  on  Tuesday  of  a 
student  at  Egerton  University 
in  Njoro.  (Reuter) 


Songwriter  dies 


New  Yoric  Irving  Caesar,  the 
lyricist  who  wrote  Tea  for 
Two  in  a  five-minute  burst  of 
inspiration  in  Manhattan's 
Tin  Pan  Alley  in  1925,  has 
died  at  the  age  of  101. 

Obituary,  page  19 
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OVERSEAS  NEWS  11 


Huge  budget  cuts  enrage  academics  on  ‘white’  campuses 


CONSTERNATION  and  outran 
haw  rated  the  news  of  steep 
financial  cuts  to  what  are  known, 
in  South  Africa  as  the  historically 
wute  universities  and  sweep¬ 
ing  measures  of  redistribution 
towards  the  historically  black 
universities. 

University  vice^rhancrflore  at 
Rhodes.  Natal.  Whwalerarand 
and  other  -white"  umvereities 
have  indignantly  pointed  out  that 
blacks  already  form  half  of  their 
student  bodies  and  that  the  num¬ 
ber  is  still  rising  sharply.  They 
claim  there  is  no  sense  in  inflirtmp 
such  large  cute  on  die  country's 
best  universities  in  order  to  pour 
money  into  the  old  “tribal  col- 


TraditJonaUy  white  universities  are  losing  out  in  - 
fee  post-apartheid  era,  R.  W.  Johnson  reports 
from  Johannesburg.  But  they  have  allies  among 
fee  swelling  ranks  of  black  middle-class  parents 


leges]*'  once  reviled  as  apartheid 
creations  but  now,  ironically,  em¬ 
braced  by:  the.  Government  as  the . 
most  “progressive"  section  of  high¬ 
er  education;  The  viccchahceUors 
have  given  warning  that  these 
measures  are  bound  to  lead  to.thp 
forced  redundancies  of  many  foe- . 
uttiesand  theemispratfonofothers. 

Certainly,  suar  measures  in 


education  win  do  nothing  to  slow 

white  emigration  in  general,  cur¬ 
rently  running  at  3,000  to  4,000  a 
month.  The  fote  of  the.  universities 
has  enormous  symbolic  as  wdl  as 
practical  significance  to  such 
people,  who  are  painfully  aware 
that  in  the  countries  to  the  north, 
African  nationalism  has  devastat¬ 
ed  universities  without  exception. 


The  row  has  highlighted  a 
degree  of  confusion  in  the  Govern¬ 
ment's  policy.  For  months,  univer¬ 
sities  have  been  pressing  Sibusiso 
Ben  go,  the  Education  Minister,  to 
inform  them  of  next  year's  subsidy 
level  Only  now.  with  campuses 
dosed  and  with  the  new  financial 
year  beginning  on  January  1.  have 
universities  learnt  the  facts.  Mr 
Bengu  has  criticised  the  universi¬ 
ties  for  releasing  the  figures  which 
are.  he  says,  still  provisional.  This 
leaves  universities  confused  about 
what  they  are  supposed  to  do  after 
January  1.  especially  since  the 
Government  Ires  just  issued-  a 
higher  education  Green  Paper 
which  calls  for  a  doubling  of  the 


number  of  students.  This  cannot 
be  achieved  if  universities  are 
simultaneously  bring  cut  back. 

The  ministry  operates  a  subsidy 
formula  but  successive  cutbacks 
mean  that  by  last  year  the  old 
White  universities  were  receiving 
only  6S  per  cent  of  their  subsidy 
figure,  a  shortfall  they  met  by 
cutting  faculty  salaries  (down  al¬ 
most  50  percent  in  real  terms  since 
19SQ)  and  on  storing  library  and 
maintenance  expenditure.  Now 
the  Government  has  cut  that  figure 
again  to  59  per  cent  —  but 

simultaneously  increased  die  sub¬ 
sidy  to  “ black”  universities,  some 
of  which  are  reorivmg  as  much  as 
143  per  cent  of  their  subsidy  figure. 


In  addition,  the  Government  has 
set  up  a  “redress  fund*  to  funnel 
money,  exclusively  to  the  old  black 
campuses.  Critics  allege  that  the 
“black"  universities  wil  not  be 
able  to  use  this  money  construc¬ 
tively,  for  they  are  racked  by 
endless  discontent  and  are  a 
byword  for  low  standards. 

The  greatest  irony,  however,  is 
that  the  “white"  universities  have 
made  enormous  efforts  to  increase 
their  number  of  black  students  — 
Witwatersrand.  for  example,  lias 
for  some  years  been  digging  into 
library  and  maintenance  money  to 
offer  scholarships  to  disadvan¬ 
taged  students.  It  is  precisely  this 
that  will  have  to  stop  —  as  well  as 


becoming  for  tougher  about  non¬ 
payment  of  fees  by  blade  students. 
Blade  students  have  already  given 
notice  that  any  such  moves  will 
create  a  major  explosion  and 
already  campuses  are  braced  for  a 
further  round  of  trouble  when  they 
reopen  in  the  new  year. 

A  frantic  round  of  bargaining 
lies  ahead.  The  secret  weapon  uf 
the  old  liberal  universities  is  that 
the  rising  black  middle  dots  — 
including  Cabinet  ministers  — 
invariably  place  their  children 
there.  They  will  be  as  unhappy  as 
(he  universities  themselves  at  the 
prospect  of  disruption  ahead  if  Mr 
Bengu  does  not  give  ground 
quickly. 


was  dinner  guest 


From  Tom  Rhodes  in  Washington 


CHARLES  TRIE,  an  .Asian 
conduit  for  suspect  donations 
to  the  Clintons,  yesterday 
brought  further  humiliation  to 
the  White  House  when  it 
emerged  that  he  had  main¬ 
tained  dose  ties  to  the  Presi¬ 
dent  long  after  aides  had 
questioned  his  probity. 

The  entrepreneur  had  a 
conversation  with  the  Presi¬ 
dent  at  a  White  House  Christ¬ 
mas  dinner  last  week,  days 
before  his  role  was  made 
public.  Mr  Trie  is  the  central 
figure  in  the  puzzle  over 
$640,000  (£400,000)  in  ques¬ 
tionable  contributions  to  the 
defence  fund  created  for  the 
President  and  his  wife  two 
years  ago. 

Designed  to  defray  the  spi¬ 
ralling  legal  costs  erf  cases 
involving  the  Clintons,  includ¬ 
ing  Whitewater  and  the  Paula 
Jones  sex  harassment 'action,  1 
the  fund,  which  faces  bills  of 
more  than  $2 million.  (£1.19 
million),  said  this  week  that  it  - 
had  been  forced  to  return  the 
dubious  contributions.  . 

Mr  Clinton,  who  described 
Mr  Trie  as  an  “old  friend", 
said  he  had  known  of  investi¬ 
gators'  suspicions  about  the 
matey;  in  large  part  raised- 
through  American  chapters  of . 
a  controversial  Buddhist  sect-' 
based  in  Taiwan. 

“In  all  these  fundraising 
endeavours,  the  ndeshouldte 
that  all  chequeSr  ^should  Jhe- 
checked  to  make  -susd  that  not1 
only  as  fact -but -even:  toy I- 
appearance  of  impropriety-! 
should  be  removed,"  Mr  Clin-" 
ton  said. 

According  to  investigators, 
who  were  asked  to  examine' 
the  donations  handed  to  the 
defence  fund  in  March  this<- 
year,  many  of  them  were  in 
the  names  of  students  or 
waiters  who  later  admitted 
that  they  had  not  made  any  . 

direct  or  utoired.cQntributiahs 
to  the  defence  fund- 

Despite  these  suspicions 
and  advice  from  senior  aides 


Jones:  sex  case  Is  adding 
to  legal  costs  for  Cfihtons 

.  that  inquiries  should  be  made 
about  Mr  Trie,  he  was  one  of 
250  guests  at  the  White  House 
last  Friday.  In  the  middle  of 
the  inquiry  last  year  he  was 
-  appointed  -as  a  presidential 
adviser  to  an  influential  Amer¬ 
ican  trade  commission  on 
:Aaal, -Although  .the  White 
House  denied  any  link  be¬ 
tween  the  appointment  and 
his  fundraising,  lie  was  said  to 
ha ve.  been  considered  a 
“must”  for  tiie  paneL 
'  Clinton  aides  also  foiled  to 
inform  the  .  Democratic  .Nat¬ 
ional  Committee  of  their  con- 


Offidal  accused 
dyw^pldtcash 

;  31?;*. ur.i.-.l-  u  J. 

!'  N<ew  TAwfc  Paul  Chermek,  .< 
-  the  manager  ©fthe  Council 
qf  Jewish  Organisations 
^  erf  Boro ; -Park*  m  the 
Brooklyn  mea,  faas  been  ' 
charged  with  conspiring  to 
steal  more  than  $600.000 . 
(£359.000!)  bn  government ' 
funds.  He  was  also  accused 
of  .  diverting  $15,000  to  a 
public  official,;  identified  in 
media  reports  as  Efov  Hflfr 
ind.  a  New  York  stale 
assemblyman.  Mr  HDrind 
does  not  .  :facc  ■.  any 
charges.  (APf  • 


oemsL  Until  October.  Mr  Trie 
served  on  the  national  finance 
.-  board,  a  select  panel  of  those 
-\  who  have  given  or  raised  at 
least  $350,000  for  the  party. 

Mr  Trie  met  Mr  Clinton  in 
Little  Rock  .when  the  then 
Governor  frequented  his  res¬ 
taurant  Fu  Lin.  In  1988  he  was 
appointed  by  Mr  Clinton  to 
tiie  state  Hre  Extinguisher 
Board,  and  their  two  stars 
have  risen  in  tandem. 

The  Taiwanese  entrepre¬ 
neur  first  made  big  political 
contributions  to  the  Demo¬ 
cratic  Party  in  1994  and  tiie 
following  year  he  wrote  An 
Asian  Pacific  American 
Fundraising  Plan  for  the  Gin- 
ton-Gore  campaign,  outlining 
an  ambitious  programme 
with  a  target  of  up  to  $2 
million  in  contributions. 

“Asian  Pacific  Americans 
are  second  only  to  Jewish 
Americans  in  per  capita  con¬ 
tributions  from  ethnic  [do¬ 
nors],  to  Democratic  candi¬ 
dates,"  tiie  memo  said. 

He  has  scouted  for  business 
in  Taiwan  with  White  House 
aides  and  regularly  flaunted 
his  Clinton  connections  in 
Peking  and  other  Asian  rides. 
He  materialised  at  the  Clin¬ 
tons*  1992  victory  celebration 
in  little  Rode,  during  an 
American  trade  visit  to  China 
and  baravfeir escorted  wealthy 
Asians  fo  the  White  House. 
-Most-mysterious  is  his  rela-  ; 
tionship.  with  Ching  HajL  -a- 
sdf-styled  master  of  Zen  Bud¬ 
dhism  who  claims  millions  of 
disciples  around  the  world 
and  almost  100,000  in  the 
United  States.  Almost  all  of 
the  money  raised  for  the  legal 
fund  came  from  events  orga¬ 
nised  by  the  Suma  Ching  Hal 
International  Association. 

•  Followers  of  thehybrid  Bud¬ 
dhist  doctrine  have  been 
known  to  drink  Ms  dun: 
bathwater  as  a  cure  for 
ease.  In  Taiwan,  her  sect  is 
under  investigation  for  alleged 
accounting  irregularities. 
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Away  in  Manger  Square,  a 
member  of  Bethlehem's 
Tourist  Police  looks  down 
on  a  space  reserved  for  a  46ft 
Christinas  tree  from  Finland 
that  has  fallen  foul  of  the 
Israeli  Agriculture  Ministry. 
Ellas  Freij,  the  Palestinian 
Mayor  of  Bethlehem,  yes¬ 
terday  accused  Israel  of 
“political  provocation”  over 
the  tree  (Christopher  Walker 
in  Bethlehem  writes). 

Mr  Freij  said;  “This  is 
deliberate.  1  appeal  to  the 
Israeli  Ministry  of  Tourism 
to  step  in.  They  cannot  think 
the  Finns  would  have  sent  an 
-unhealthy  tree."  The  Mayor 
showed  arfaxfrom  Helsinki 


Bethlehem’s  star  tree 
caught  up  in  red  tape 


stating:  "I  want  to  inform 
you  that  the  tree  sent  from 
Finland  has  been  stopped  in 
fan]  Israeli  port  due  to 
unexpected  quarantine  regu¬ 
lations.  but  as  time  is  run¬ 
ning  out,  the  same  Finn  who 
donated  the  original  tree  has 
now  hdped  by  donating  a 
tall  and  beautiful  load  tree 
with  .  its  decorations."  Mr 
Freij,  ajChristian  who  vnQbe 
celebrating  the  second 
Christmas'  since  Israeli  irnlK 


tary  occupation  was  re¬ 
placed  by  Palestinian  self- 
rule.  rejected  the  offer.  “We 
do  not  want  any  tree  grown 
in  land.  If  necessary,  we 
wSD  decorate  the  Palestinian 
fir  trees '  already  growing 
near  the  Church  of  the 
Nativity  in  order  to  invoke 
tiie  Christmas  spirit"  Orly 
Doron,  a  spokeswoman  for 
the  Israeli  Tourism  Minis¬ 
try,  said  Ifae  tree  had  been 
held  up  “amply  because 


there  is  a  law  against  the 
import  of  plants  from 
abroad  before  they  have 
been  cleared  of  disease".  She 
added:  “It  is  up  to  the 
Ministry  of  Agriculture 
whether  it  will  be  in  time  for 
Christmas.  Hus  is  tiie  law 
A  similar  row  occurred  in 
1993  when  Israel  barred  tiie 
entry  of  a  50ft  tree  for 
Bethlehem  donated  by  Nor¬ 
way  after  tiie  Israeli-PaJes- 
tinian  peace  accord. 
“Whatever  the . . .  law,  Israel 
should  realise  that  actions 
like  this  are  an  international 
public  relations  disaster." 
commented  one  European 
diplomat. 


Drag  Queen  Barbie:  a 
takeoff  of  tiie  Ken  doll 

Barbie  the 
drag  queen 
hits  shops 

.  From  Quentin  Letts 
XN  NEW  YORK 

TRANSVESTITE  and  sluttish 
versions  of  the  normally  im¬ 
maculately  preened  Barbie 
doll  are  being  made  and  sold 
for  high  prices  in  California. 

Satirical  models  such  as 
Drag  Queen  Barbie,  Hooker 
Barbie  and  Voodoo  Barbie  are 
doing  the  rounds  among  adult 
wits  in  San  Francisco.  The  un¬ 
authorised  versions  lampoon 
the  tong-popular  Mattel  dolls 
which  are.  once  again,  a  best¬ 
selling  Christmas  item  in 
American  shops.  Retailers 
have  reported  shortages  of 
Mattel-made  Twirling  Balleri¬ 
na  Barbie  and  Enchanted 
Evening  Barbie. 

The  Anti-Barbies  indude 
the  Trailer  Trash  Barbie,  a 
doll  dressed  as  a  grubby 
denizen  of  one  of  the  rundown 
caravan  parks  that  litter  the 
American  wasteland.  She  has 
a  cigarette  dangling  from  her 
mouth,  a  toy  baby  slung  over 
her  shoulder,  black  roots  in 
her  blonde  hairdo,  and  an 
accompanying  caption  says: 
“My  Daddy  swears  I'm  the 
best  kisser  in  the  county." 

Voodoo  Barbie  is  swathed  in 
cheesedoth  and  stabbed 
through  with  pins.  Drag 
Queen  Barbie  is  a  version  of 
the  popular  male  Ken  doll 
dressed  in  the  most  flamboy¬ 
ant  fashion.  There  is  even  talk 
of  a  Pickled  Barbie  —  in  the 
fashion  of  a  Damien  Hirst 
artwork. 

Anti-Barbies  are  selling  for 
as  much  as  $60  (£40)  —  and 
Mattel  lawyers  are  watching 
far  copyright  infringement.  : 


Alcoholics 
guided  to 
12  steps 

FRom  Ian  Brudie 

IN  WASHINGTON 


AN  AMERICAN  siudy  of 
three  ways  to  treat  alcoholism 
has  found  all  were  effective 
bur  Alcoholics  Anonymous’s 
12-srep  approach  was  best. 

The  researchers  concluded 
that  medical  science  has  far  to 
go  in  reaching  the  heart  of 
alcoholic  therapy  and  that 
treatment  of  problem  drinkers 
could  benefit  greatly  from  the 
development  of  counselling, 
continued  research  into  the 
brain  chemistry  of  alcoholism, 
and  work  on  new  drugs. 

The  eight-year  study  in¬ 
volved  more  than  1,700  pa¬ 
tients  and  100  investigators  at 
30  clinics  in  the  United  States. 
The  cost  of  $27  million  (£16 
million)  was  borne  by  the 
National  Institute  of  Alcohol 
Abuse  and  Alcoholism,  a  gov¬ 
ernment  body.  Alcoholism 
claims  100.000  American  lives 
a  year  and  is  reckoned  to  cost 
$100  billion  (£60  billion)  in  lost 
work  and  medical  expenses. 

The  study  tested  the  theory 
that  alcoholics  could  be 
“matched"  to  the  best  treat¬ 
ment  programme,  based  on 
the  psychological  factors  that 
made  them  problem  drinkers. 
“In  general  this  idea  did  not 
pan  out,"  said  Enoch  Gordis, 
director  of  the  institute. 

The  other  two  programmes 
were  cognitive  behaviour  ther¬ 
apy  —  tiying  to  teach  skills  to 
resist  situations  that  increase 
the  chance  of  drinking  —  and 
motivational  enhancement 
therapy  —  promoting  individ¬ 
ual  responsibility  to  overcome 
drinking  from  inner 
resources. 
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(SEE,  MERCURY  WAS  ALWAY5  A  WISE  MOW.) 
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On  Christmas  Day  and  New  Years  Day,  all  long 
distance  calls  to  anywhere  in  the  UK  will  cost 
just  lp  per  minute.  And  all  international  calls 
will  be  charged  at  economy  rate.  It's  our  Htde 

P:  A  CABLE  &  WIRELESS  COMPANY 


gift  to  all  our  Mercury  customers.  If  you  are 
not  with  Mercury,  but  you'd  like  to  enjoy  Ip 
per  minute  calls  this  Christmas,  call  us  now  on 
FreecaB  0500  200  950  and  Jet's  talk  turkey. 
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For  unto  us  a  Child  is  born,  unto  us  a  Son  is  given;  and  the  government  will  be  upon  His  shoulder.  And  His 
name  will  be  called  Wonderful,  Counsellor,  Mighty  God,  Everlasting  Father,  Prince  of  Peace.  (Isaiah  9:6) 


Y'shua  (Jesus)  is  the  Prince  of  Peace.  He  came  to  bring  peace — 
lasting  peace — to  all  the  world  Want  to  know  more  about 
receiving  peace  from  God?  If  you  don’t  know  Jesus,  we’d  like 
to  send  you  Dr.  Billy  Graham’s  book.  Peace  With  God.  Just  fill 
in  the  coupon  and  include  £1  for  postage  and  packing  and  we’ll 
send  you  the  book.  Please  allow  30  days  for  delivery. 


□  I  am  not  yet  a  believer  and  am  filling  in  this  coupon  to  request 
Peace  With  God.  Enclosed  is  £1.  to  cover  postage  and  packing. 

□  1  am  Jewish  □  I  am  a  Gentile 

Name _ ; _  p,ease  send  to: 

Address  Jcws  for  Jesus.  1 74  Finchley  Rd. 

7  London  NW3  6BP 

_ .  .... _ Postcode  _ 

Dhr.no/  >1  Visit  our  web  site  at: 

rnone  { - J - - - * — .  http://www.jews-for-jesus.org 


Phone 


This  message  was  brought  to  you  by  the  friends  of  Jews  for  Jesus 
who  want  you  to  know  God’s  peace  this  Christmas  and  forever. 

Jews  for  Jesus,  174  Finchley  Rd.  London  NW3  6BP  •  http://www.jews-for-jesus.org  •  Registered  Charity  No.  1007336 
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PERU  CRISIS  13 


tests  resolve  of  populist  President 


Alberto  Fujimori 
appeared  to  have 
beaten  inflation 

and  political  violence. 
Now  the  economic 
magic  seems  to  be 
failing,  and 
guerrillas  have  struck 
a  symbolic  target,..  . 
says  John  Crabtree 

PRESIDENT  FUJIMORI  has 
based  his  no-nonsense  reput¬ 
ation  on  having  dispatched 
Peru’s  two  guerrilla  move¬ 
ments,  Sendero  Lmninosoand 
the  Revolutionary  Tupac 
AmanS  Movement  (MRTA). 
The  latter’s  sudden' reappear¬ 
ance  as  the  perpetrators  of  the 
Lima  hostage  crisis  threatens 
to  damage  his  standing '  at 
home  and  abroad. 

For  much  of  the  1980s.  the 
country  was  racked  by  vio¬ 
lence  from  these  two  organ¬ 
isations.  The  Maoist-inspired 
Sendero  set  in  motion  what  it 
hoped  would  be  a  “peasants' 
war"  aimed  at  destroying  the 
Peruvian  state,  provoking  an 
equally  severe  backlash  from 
the  armed  forces.  Some  25,000 
people  were  killed. 

The  MRTA  was  rather  more 
restrained.  Taking  the  Cuban 
revolution  as  its  ideological 
cue,  it  sought  to  raise  a  rather 
mare  conventional,  “arrti- 
imperialisT’  standard,  attack¬ 
ing  principally  America  and 
more  symbolic  targets. . 

As  recently  as  1990,  these 
two  insurgencies  represented 
a  real  threat  to  political  stabil¬ 
ity.  Faced  by  a  combination  of 
rampant  hyper-inflation  and  - 
the  proliferation  of  politicad  . 
murders  and  sabotage,  Senor  • 
Fujimori  owes  much  of  his 
popularity  since  then  to  hav¬ 
ing  restored  relative  calm.  But 
this  involved  tough  measures. 
Justifying  himself  by  the  need 


to  give  greater  autonomy  to, 
the  army,  be  closed  Congress' 
in  April  1992.  Since  then,  ‘ 
through  various  manoeuvres,, 
he  has  managed  to  rewrite,  the 
constitution,  remove  the  bar 
cm  immediate  re-election  and 
get  himself  reelected. 

In  spite  of  the  Government’s 
claims  to  have  crushed  the 
guerrillas,  it  has  long  Been 
dear  that  they  continued  to . 
operate  at  a  reduced  scale  in 
various  parts  of  die  . country. 
Indeed,  Senor  Fujimori  ac¬ 
knowledged  as  much  in  this  ! 
year's  annual  independence 
day  speech  on,  July  28: '  r ;  .  ‘ . 

Sendero,  however,  has  beep  i 
more  in  evidence  than  .the.' 
MRTA.  Consequently,  the  au- . 
thorities  have  repeatedly  re 
fused  to  dismantle  their1  anti-  ; 
terrorist  procedures,  indu¬ 
cting  the  use  of  "‘faceless 
judges"  to  try -those. accused 
under  draconian  terrorist 
laws.  The  hostage  crisis  shows 
that  a  small  group  of  motivat¬ 
ed  people  can  wreak  havoc. 
For  the  MRTA,  these  are 
makeor-break .  tactics,  de1 
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MANUEL  LLANOS AcUTE  P 


Police  seize  a  suspected  guerrilla  outside  (be  Japanese  Ambassador’s  residence.  Right,  comfort  is  given  to  one  woman  freed  by  the  gunmen,  who  threatened  to  kfli  the  other  hostages 

signed  to  portray  the  Govern-  once  his  term  ends  in  2000.  JTFTT  > — tvcoldvSa  I  O  _ _ * _ Tfc _ *  _ 1— _ . _ •  _  _|  J 


meat  as  trampling  on  human 
rights  at  a  time  when  Serior 
Fujimori's  popularity  appears 
to  be  in  decline. 

*  For  the  JRresidenr,  the  crisis 
is  one  that  puts  his  credibility 
on  the  tine.  On  the  one  hand, 
foreign  governments  have 
been  urging  him  to  proceed 
with  caution,  avoiding,  blood¬ 
shed  at  all  cost  Chi  the  otter, 
an  overly  con  dilatory  re¬ 
sponse  threatens  to  make  him 
look  weak  and  vacillating,  not 
least  in  .the  eyes  of  ftnrt 
armed  fortes,,  which  have 
bom  the  brunt  of  the  war 
against  the  insurgency. 

Hie  outcome,  therefore,  is 
likely  to  have  important  conse¬ 
quences.  SenorFujomori  has 
made  no  secret  of  ms  desire  for 
another  five  years  in  office, 


Fujimori  has  admitted 
failure  to  quell  terror 
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But  his  stock  is  in  decline. 
Opinion  polls  suggest  he  no 
longer  enjoys  the  same  public 
trust  and  loyalty  as  during  his 
first  term.  There  are  others 
who  are  in  the  ascendant;  for 
example  foe  Mayor  of  lima. 
Alberto  Andrade. 

Part  of  the  problem  is  that 
Senor  Fujimori's  economic 
magic  appears  to  be  foiling. 
Having  conquered  hyper-in¬ 
flation  and  then  presided  over 
three  years  of  rapid  growth, 
culminating  in  last  year’s  pre¬ 
election  boom,  the  economy 
this  year  has  stagnated.  Faced 
at  the  beginning  of  the  year 
with  a  current  account  deficit 
of  Mexican  proportions.  Senor . 
Fujimori  was  forced  to  slam 
on  the  brakes.  Having  awak¬ 
ened  expectations  of  a  better 
fotre.  he  has  been  forced  to 
back-pedal. 

One  of  the  most  difficult 
.  problems  he  feces  is  how  to 
ensure  that  the  average  Peru¬ 
vian  feels  the  economic  bene¬ 
fits  of  Jils  Government's 
policies.  Many  more  people 
work -in  .the  so-called  "infor¬ 
mal  sector'’,  where  incomes 
are  extremely  low,  than  in 
proper  jobs.  Hie  economic 
recovery  of  the  past  three 
years  has  not  brought  an 
appreciable  difference  to  em¬ 
ployment  'levels,  while  the 
yawning-  gap  separating  rich 
and  poor  appears  to  have 
widened; 

At  the  same-  time, '  Senor 
Fujimori  has  been  roundly 
criticised  for  establishing  an 
autocratic  regime  in  which 
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Small  rebel  group 
has  bloody  histoiy 


Bv  Michael  Dynes 


THE  Revolutionary  Tupac 
Amanl  Movement,  which 
staged  yesterday^  spectacular 
hostage  seizure  at  the  Japa¬ 
nese  Ambassador's  house,  is 
the  smaller  of  the  two  left-wing 
guerrilla  organisations  oper¬ 
ating  in  Peru. 

Founded  in  1983  by  student 
radicals  committed  to  a  Castro 
version  of  Marxist-Lcninist 
ideology,  foe  movement  seeks 


to  destabilise  the  central  gov¬ 
ernment-arid  expel  foreign 
•  business  interests  through 
“armed  propaganda". 

The  name  comes  from  the 
16th-century  Inca  leader. 
Tupac  Amaru,  who  led  an 
Indian  uprising  against  the 
Spanish  colonisers.  Despite  its 
short  history,  foe  movement 
:  has  been  very  active,  mount¬ 
ing  a  series  of  bloody  bank 
•robberies,  kidnappings  and 
ItiUmgs  throughout  the  1980s. 

Unlike  foe  Maoist  Sendero 
Luminoso  {Shining  Path], 
-  which  concentrated  its  activi¬ 


ties  in  rural  areas,  Tupac 
Amarti  specialises  in  urban 
terror.  Even  at  its  peak,  how¬ 
ever,  it  never  had  more  than 
1,000  fighters,  compared  to 
mare  than  10,000  recruited  for 
its  Maoist  rival 

When  President  Fujimori 
took  office  in  1990.  he  threw 
the  Government's  internal  see- 
’  urity  apparatus  into  an  afl-out 
war  on.  both  guerrilla  move¬ 
ments.  Human  rights  groups 
estimate  that  more  than  1,200 
suspected  rebels  have  been 
jailed  on  charges  of  subver¬ 
sion. 

Under  the  “repentance 
laws",  however,  suspected 
guerrillas  have  been  able  to 
reduce  their  sentences  by 
pointing  the  finger  at  their 
revolutionary  comrades.  As  a 
result,  many  civilians  have 
been  jailed  cm  flimsy  evidence. 

In  1992,  foe  Peruvian  Gov¬ 
ernment  chalked  up  two  big 
counter-insurgency  successes 
with  the  capture  of  Victor 
Pblay  Campos,  the  move¬ 
ment's  leader,  and  Abimad 
Guzmin.  the  head  of  Sendero . 
Luminoso. 


^a^ost  international  calls 
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Michel  Minina,  the  Red  Cross  chief  in  Peru,  carries 
medicme  to  mjured  hostages  in  Lima  yesterday 


Senior  British  envoy  is  held 

By  Michael  Binyon,  diplomatic  editor,  and  Bill  Frost 


democratic  institutions  have 
had  little  rale  to  play  in 
derision-making.  • 

Political  parties  have  been 
eclipsed,  and  play  only  a 
minor  role  in  Congress.  The 
ruling  Cambio  90-Nueva 
Mayoria  routinely  outvotes 
the  opposition  and,  broadly 
speaking,  does  Senor  Fuji¬ 
mori^  bidding.  Hie  military, 
meanwhile,  exercises  strong 
influence  bdund  foe  scenes. 

By  selecting  the  Japanese 
Ambassador's  residence  for  its 
attack,  the  MRTA  has  chosen 
a  symbolic  target.  Partly 
because  of  his  own  origins  as  a 
second  generation  immigrant, 
Senor  Fujimori  has  made 
much  of  the  need  to  develop 
ties  with  East  Asia  and  Japan 
in  particular.  Ryu  taro  Hashi- 
moto,  the  Japanese  Prime 
Minister,  visited  lima  this 
year,  and  Tokyo  has  offered 
Senor  Fujimori  preferential 
aid  terms. 

The  author  is  an  Oxford- 
based  specialist  in  Peruvian 
politics. 

Matthew  Parris,  page  16 


ROGER  CHURCH,  deputy  head  of  the 
British  mission  in  lima,  is  among  the 
hostages  but  has  managed  to  telephone 
his  embassy  to  say  he  is  unharmed. 

Mr  Church  was  unable  to  say  whether 
any  other  British  passport-holders  were 
among  the  hostages  and  could  give  no 
further  details  of  what  was  happening  in 
the  building.  However,  the  Foreign 
Office  said  yesterday  that  it  was  keeping 
in  dose  touch  with  foe  Peruvian  authori¬ 
ties,  and  had  put  into  effect  the  usual 
emergency  arrangements  for  dealing 
with  incidents  of  this  kind. 

John  IUman,  the  British  Ambassador, 
also  attended  the  Japanese  reception,  but 
left  shortly  before  foe  terrorists  seized  the 
building.  He  was  yesterday  co-ordinat¬ 
ing  efforts  to  get  Mr  Church  released. 
Britain,  which  has  long  experience  of 
successful  hostage  negotiations,  said  it 
was  ready  to  consider  any  request  by  the 
Peruvians  for  help,  but  has  so  for  not 
been  approached. 

Mr.  Church,  50,  joined  the  Foreign 


Office  in  1965.  He  then  rose  through  foe 
ranks  before  taking  foe  post  in  Lima  two 
years  ago.  He  was  previously  Deputy 
High  Commissioner  in  the  Bahamas, 
and  has  also  served  in  Abu  Dhabi  Bonn, 
East  Berlin.  Lusaka,  Madras,  Colombo 
and  Quito. 

Last  night  Mr  Church  was  described 
by  friends  and  colleagues  as  “stable  and 
calm  ...  unlikely  to  lose  his  cool  in  a 


crisis".  While  Deputy  High  Commission¬ 
er  in  Bermuda  in  1991,  he  impressed 
those  who  met  him  with  a  “typically 
British  sang-froid”.  During  his  tour  of 
duty  he  played  host  to  Terry  Waite  after 
the  Archbishop  of  Canterbury's  special 
envoy  was  freed  from  captivity  in  Beirut 
Eileen  Canon,  publisher  of  foe  Bermu¬ 
da  Tribune,  said  Mr  Church  “had  a  very 
military  bearing.  He  is  very  self-con¬ 
tained  and  very  restrained.  If  anyone 


could  face  this  ordeal  without  going  into 
a  panic,  it  is  him.” 

Last  night  Mr  Church's  wife,  Kathleen 
and  two  sons,  aged  22  and  19,  were  being 
kept  in  dose  touch  with  developments.  A 
British  Embassy  source  in  Lima  said 
“they  were  bearing  up  weD". 

Klaus  KinkeL  the  German  Foreign 
Minister,  has  set  up  a  crisis  centre  in 
Bonn  to  deal  with  the  seizure  of  Heribert 
Wockel  foe  German  Ambassador,  held 
together  with  foe  Austrian  Ambassador 
and  other  foreign  diplomats.  The  For¬ 
eign  Ministry  said  Herr  Wockd  was 
bring  held  with  around  15  others  in  one 
room  of  the  residence.  The  German 
Ambassador  to  Bolivia  has  been  ordered 
to  go  to  Lima  to  lake  over  foe  embassy, 
and  a  crisis  specialist  was  last  night 
flying  out  from  Bonn. 

Arthur  Schuschnigg..foe  Austrian  Am¬ 
bassador.  was  also  understood  to  be 
unhurt  and  was  being  held  in  one  of  the 
residence's  bathrooms,  according  to  a 
spokewoman  in  Vienna. 
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14  BODY  AND  MIND 


THE  TIMES 


THURSDAY  DECEMBER1919!6. 


Dr  Thomas  Stuttaford  on  the 

problems  faced  by  doctors 
when  diagnosing  dementia  in 
the  elderly,  chemotherapy 
treatment  for  cancer  and  hair 
loss,  seasonal  warnings  over 
preparing  food  and  drinking 
too  much  —  and  why  a  dose  of 
mistletoe  can  be  good  for  you 


Why  Saunders 
could  not  have 
been  faking  it 


Ernest  Saunders;  he  was  suffering  from  dementia,  but  it  was  not  Alzheimer's 


Ernest  Saunders’s  deal¬ 
ings  in  the  City  while 
in  charge  of  Guinness 
may  have  made  him  a  crook 
in  the  eyes  of  die  world,  but  it 
would  be  beyond  the  ability  of 
the  most  gifted  and  subtie 
actor  to  simulate  dementia. 
Saunders  was  not  a  malinger¬ 
er,  it  was  his  doctors  who  were 
at  fault  by  making  a  very 
common  diagnostic  mistake. 

The  doctors  mistook  the 
dementia  of  Alzheimer’s  dis¬ 
ease  for  the  pseudo-dementia 
of  the' depressed,  elderly  mel¬ 
ancholic.  Saunders  was  de¬ 
mented.  but  not  with 
Alzheimer’s.  It  may  well  be 
that  he  is  not  as  quick  intellec¬ 
tually  as  in  his  heyday  and 
when  he  is  seen  on  television 
it  is  hard  to  believe  that  he 
ever  had  die  acute  brain  he 
must  once  have  employed. 

The  slowing  of  his  cognitive 
facilities  —  medical  speak  for 
intellect  —  may  well  have 
accentuated  the  effect  of  the 
depression  from  which  he  was 
obviously  suffering,  and 
which  had  been  induced  by 
the  change  erf  his  circum¬ 
stances,  from  the  boardroom 
to  the  dock,  and  then  to 
prison. 

Nobody  recovers  from 
Alzheimer's.  It  is  a  degenera¬ 
tive  disease  and  the  damage 
done  to  the  brain  is,  at  the 
moment,  irreversible.  Al¬ 
though  any  overlying  depres- 
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non  has  lifted,  Saunders  will 
still  be  faced  with  the  disad¬ 
vantages  of  having  a  brain 
that  has  shrunk,  like  many 
other  60-yearold  brains.  For¬ 
tunately  for  him,  he  is  enthusi¬ 
astic.  has  great  experience  of 
die  City,  and  is  articulate 
enough  still  to  make  a  very 
good  living  as  a  consultant 
and  lecturer. 

Saunders  may  have  made 
his  own  doctors  look  foolish, 
but  he  has  done  medicine  a 
great  service:  he  has  drawn 
attention  to  the  dangers  of 
labelling  all  senile  dementia 
as  Alzheimer's.  The  Saunders 
case  has  also  shown  tint  the 
amount  of  cerebral  atrophy 
(brain  shrinkage)  which  can 
be  demonstrated  and  mea¬ 
sured  on  an  MR]  scan  in 
older  people  cannot  be  direct¬ 
ly  related  to  their  loss  of 
intellectual  power. 

It  sounds  almost  unkind 
now  to  suggest  that  a 
patient  has  dementia, 
whereas  to  say  that  they  are 
suffering  from  Alzheimer's 
makes  the  diagnosis  socially 
acceptable  to  relatives,  al¬ 
though  it  has  terrifying  conse¬ 
quences  for  the  patients. 

Unfortunately,  as  a  result  of 
accepting  this  new  conven¬ 
tion,  there  are  many  elderly 
people  who  are  condemned  to 
a  lifetime  of  misery  and 
institutional  care  who  may 
wdl  have  needed  only  a 
course  of  pills  to  enable  them 
to  Eve  at  home  and  be  a 
reasonably  cheerful  member 
of  the  family  and  community. 

There  are  many  different 
causes  of  dementia.  Alzhei¬ 
mer’s  is  frequently  confused 
with  multi-infarct  dementia, 
in  which  a  series  of  small 
strokes  has  destroyed  enough 
of  the  brain  to  cause  intellectu¬ 
al  loss.  The  damage  from  each 
episode  leaves  the  patient 
progressively  less  intelligent. 


A  small  price  to  pay 


Linda  McCartney's 
fans  were  delighted 
that  she  looked  so  wdl 
at  her  first  public 
appearance  after  a  long  course 
of  chemotherapy.  Mrs  Mc¬ 
Cartney  was  seen  on  a  video 
screen  when  she  accepted  an 
award  from  an  animal  rights 
group. 

Only  Mrs  McCartney's  hair 
gives  any  evidence  of  the 
heavy-dose  chemotherapy  she 
has  been  having  in  Los  Ange¬ 
les.  The  effect  of  this  type  of 
chemotherapy  on  hair  growth 
is  one  disadvantage  of  the 
treatment  but,  compared  with 
some  of  its  other  possible  side- 
effects.  is  a  small  price  to  pay. 
Once  treatment  has  been  fin¬ 
ished,  the  hair  growth  returns 
to  normal. 

Hair  is  constantly  shed  and 
replaced  by  new  growth.  At 
any  one  time,  between  80  and 
90  per  cent  of  hair  is  in  its 
active  growing  phase.  If  a 
person  is  unwell,  or  convalesc¬ 
ing.  more  hairs  are  in  the 
testing  phase.  After  chemo¬ 
therapy.  hair  tends  to  come 
out  by  the  handfuL  When 
normal,  cyclical  hair  loss  is 
greater  than  usual,  the  only 
indication  of  problem,  without 
looking  at  the  roots  under  a 
microscope,  is  that  more  hairs 
are  caught  in  the  comb  each 
morning. 


Alopecia  is  the  techni¬ 
cal  name  for  hair 
loss.  In  Alopecia 
totalis ,  which  has 
affected  Princess  Caroline  of 
Monaco,  all  of  the  hair  of  the 
body  is  lost  because  of  an  auto¬ 
immune  disease.  In  this  condi¬ 
tion,  all  the  hair  goes  into  the 
resting  phase.  When  it  drops 
out  h  is  not  replaced  by  any 
new,  actively  growing  hair. 

The  good  news  for  the 
Princess  is  that  in  more  than 
70  per  cent  of  cases  the 
condition  is  temporary  and 
that  within  a  couple  of  years 
the  hair  regrows  and  is  very 
often  thicker  and  curlier  than 
it  was  before. 

Treatments  for  Alopecia 
totalis  are  available,  and  it 
may,  like  other  auto-immune 
diseases,  respond  to  the  use  of 
powerful  immuno-suppres- 
sant  drugs.  Unfortunately, 
these  drugs  have  their  own 
dangers  and  it  is  usually  con¬ 
sidered  that  the  risks  associat¬ 
ed  with  what  is  only  a  possible 
benefit  are  too  great  to  war¬ 
rant  thedr  use. 

In  other  cases  of  alopecia  the 
hair  loss  is  patchy;  in  these 
instances  the  chances  of  a 
complete  recovery  are  even 
greater.  The  patches  can  occur 
in  the  beard  as  wdl  as  on  the 
scalp.  If  the  affected  area  is 
very  small,  injection  into  the 
skin  of  triamcinolone  will 


so  that  their  downhill  path 
tends  to  be  step  by  step. 

Multi-infarct  syndrome  is 
usually  associated  with  high 
blood  pressure,  although  it 
can  also  he  brought  on  by 
small  strokes  caused  by  dots 
in  the  cerebral  vessels  as  wdl 
as  by  little  haemorrhages.  It  is 
possible  to  see  the  circum¬ 
scribed  area  of  the  brain 
which  has  been  damaged  on 
an  MRI  scan. 

This  type  of  dementia  is 
often  associated  with  depres¬ 
sion  and  it  is  interesting  to 
note  that  in  Ernest  Saunders’s 
picture  taken  after  his  release 
from  prison  there  was  quite  a 
marked  facial  asymmetry, 
such  as  might  have  occurred 
after  a  small  stroke: 

Other  forms  of  dementia 
can  be  a  reaction  to  drugs, 
whether  they  are  prescribed 
or  taken  in  the  form  of 
alcohol.  The  good  news  about 
alcohol  is  that  many  of  die 
menial  changes  which  are 
associated  with  it.  if  it  is  taken 
in  grossly  excessive  quanti¬ 
ties.  are  reversible.  If  taken  in 
small  quantities  by  the  elder¬ 
ly,  alcohol  improves  the 
intellect. 

Pseudodementia,  which  af¬ 
flicted  Saunders,  can  be  dis¬ 
tinguished  from  other  causes 
of  dementia  by  making  a 
careful  neurological  examina¬ 
tion  and  taking  a  very  detailed 
history,  as  well  as  by  the  use  of 
MRI  scanners  and  other  clini¬ 
cal  aids. 

When  depression  is  causing 
dementia,  there  are  a  few 
common  dues;  these  patients 

tend  to  be  more  concerned  by 
their  memory  loss  titan  those 
with  Alzheimer's,  they  have 
the  sleep  pattern  of  a  depres¬ 
sive;  their  appetite  is  lost,  their 
symptoms  vary  depending  on 
the  tune  of  the  day.  and  they 
are  constipated.  Above  all. 
they  improve  when  treated 
with  anti-depressants. 


Linda  McCartney,  with  her  husband  Paul,  during  her  first  public  appearance  after  chemotherapy  treatment 


sometimes  encourage  re- 
growth. 

As  with  any  auto-immune 
disease,  alopecia  is  often  a 
consequence  of  exposure  to 
stress,  either  physical  or  men¬ 
tal.  It  can  sometimes  also  be 
associated  with  other  auto-im¬ 
mune  diseases,  in  particular, 
those  that  induce  thyroid  dys¬ 
function. 

The  most  common  form  of 
alopecia  is  male-pattern  bald¬ 
ness  —  the  normal  thinning  of 
the  hair  —  which  starts  in  late 
adolescence  and  gains  pace 
as  the  person  grows  older 
and  which,  despite  its  name. 


can  also  affect  women. 

When  there  is  premature 
balding,  there  is  usually  a 
strong  family  history,  and  as 
the  supposition  is  that  male- 
pattern  baldness  is  androgen- 
dependent,  it  is  assumed  that 
there  is  a  relationship  between 
baldness  and  virility.  Apart 
from  these  two  factors,  than  is 
no  known  precipitating  cause 
and  the  only  treatment  that  is 
licensed  as  bang  effective  in  a . 
proportion  of  cases  is  the  use 
of  the  •  drug  -  minoxidal. 
Regains,  applied  to  the  scalp.. 
Regaine  can  now  be  bought 
over  the  counter.  *  , 


Tiy  not  to  let  the  turkey  share 
the  fridge  with  a  pudding 


THE  tragic  oubreak  of  E  coli  0157  in 
Lanarkshire,  and  the  recently  announced 
statistics  of  outbreaks  of  salmonella  DTI  04. 
as  wdl  as  the  more  common  forms  of  this 
type  of  food  poisoning  have  come  in  time  to 
remind  everybody  of  the  need  to  be  careful 
when  cooking  the  Christinas  turkey  and 
ham. 

Uncooked  meat  should,  whenever  pos¬ 
sible,  be  stored  separately  from  prepared 
foods.  But  when —as  in  most  households — 
there  is  only  one  refrigerator,  the  uncooked 
biTO  should  be  kept  on  the  bottom  shelf!  This 
ensures  that  hs  bacteria^aden  juices  do  not 
drip  over  the  cheese  and  the  remnants  of 
yesterday’s  pudding. 

Using  the  same  kitchen  saucepans. 


knives,  forks  and  chopping  boards  for  both 
cooked  and  uncooked  meat  is  a  sure  way  of 
spreading  salmonella. 

If  the  same  knife  is  to  be  nsed  to  carve  the 
joint  as  to  cut  the  Ioa£  it  must  be  thoroughly 
sterilised  first  Kitchen  surfaces  are  a 
regular  haunt  of  organisms,  which  gather 
and  reproduce  in  the  debris  lurking  in  any 
crack. 

Surfaces  should  be  swabbed  down  regu¬ 
larly  with  a  disinfectant  The  greatest 
dangers  in  the  kitchen  are  the  disbdoth  and 
tea-towel  Both  are  admirable  media  in 
which  bacteria  can  grow.  Dishwashers  may 
spoil  your  wine  glasses  and  spot-mark 
silver,  but  they  do  sterilise  the  crockery  and 
cutlery. 


Medicinal  Sober  facts 
mistletoe  of  drink 


THE  only  medical  signifi¬ 
cance  of  mistletoe  for  most  of 
us  is  tile  risk  of  ratrhrng 
herpes  or.  glandular  fever 
while  kissing  beneath  it 
Herbalists,  however,  have 
used  mistletoe  for  centuries  to. 
treat  high  Mooid  pressure  and  • ; 
anxiety.  But  a  -potentially^ 
more  important  medical  use 
has  begun  to  be  investigated. 

Mistletoe,  a  toxic  plant  if 
swallowed  accidentally,  has 
been  found  to  have  cytotoxic 
activity  —  it  interferes  with 
ceBuiar  activity.  This  has  led  - 
to  the  prescription  of  Iscador, 
the  technical  name  for  mistle¬ 
toe  extract  for  a  variety  of 
malignant  diseases.  Iscador 
has  been  particularly,  fa¬ 
voured  as  a  therapy  by  those 
doctors  who  are  interested  in 
alternative  medicine.  They 
welcome  its  apparent  ability 
to  inhibit  the  growth  of  malig¬ 
nant  cells  while  also >  boosting 
the  immune  system.:  .  - 
Atthe  Bristol  Cancer  Centre 
some  of  the  patients  are 
treated  with  Iscadoit  prepared 
from  mistletoe  grown  on  oak  ' 
trees,  other?  with:  Iscador 
grown  from  apples.  Some 
cancers  were  considered  ap¬ 
ple-sensitive;,  whereas  the  . 
same  sort  of  tumour  in  other 
patients  needed  the  oak.  - 


A  WORD  of  warning  before 
Christmas.  The  belief  that 
women  became  drunk  faster 
than  men  —  and  sober  up 
more  slowly  —  is  not  another 
example  of  male  chauvinism, 
but  the  statement  of  physiolog¬ 
ical  fact  :  '■  •• 

Even  women  who  are  used 
to  drinking  and  are  of  normal 
build  lack  an  enzyme  system 
as  efficient  as  that  of  their 
male  drinking  companions.  In 
men.  some  of  the  alcohol  is 
metabolised  in  the  stomach, 
whereas  in  women  still  in 

ffieir  reproductive  years  the 

whole  of  the  process  has  to 
take  place  in  the  liver. 

Alcohol  stays  longer  in  the 
stomach  of  men  than  women, 
in  whom  .it  rapidly  passes 
through  Jnto  the  small  intes¬ 
tine.  Alcohol  is  mare  quickly 
absorbed  through  the  wall  of 
ffie  intestine  than  that  of  the 
stomach,  so  .  that  .Mood 
alcohol  levels  rise  faster.  In 
women.  .  -  ■ 

Changes  in  behaviour  after 
alcohol  are  related  to  person¬ 
ality  rather  than  to  gender. 
Women-tend  to  be  less  aggres¬ 
sive  titan  men.  Men  who 
become  abnormally  aggres¬ 
sive  wheat  drinking  are  usual¬ 
ly  those  who*  when  sober,  are 
unusually  tense. 
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in  two  cities 


London  has  been  hailed  as  having  ?  r  • 
the  best  restaurants  in  the  wbrkC  but 
New  Yorker  Irwin  Stdzersays 
there  is  still  room  for  improvement; 


This  is  a  tale  of  two  cities  In 

both,  it  is  the  best  of  times. 
New  York's  renaissance 
has  already  been  widely 
recorded  in  the  British  press:  crime 
down,  streets  cleaner,  cash  regis¬ 
ters  ringing.  Wall  Street  bonuses 
bountiful  by  the  standards  of 
everyone  except  their  recipients. 
And  London's  emergence  as  the 
hottest  European  aty,  swinging 
and  prosperous,  has  been  told  in 
cover  stories  in  mass-circulation 
Newsweek  and  in  tables  of  the  ultrar 
chic.  such  as  Vanity  Fair  and 
Tatler. 

But  Londoners  are  starting  to 
overdo  it  a  bit,  gloating  that  their 
town  has  replaced  New  York  as 
“the  place  where  it  is  all  '• 
happening.  It  has  be-  ” 
come  the  gastronomic  ‘Mflrr 

centre  of  the  world,"  ■ 

according  to  the  fortieth  rwta- 

edition  of  the  Egon 
Ronay  Hotel  &  Restau-  _ 

rant  Guide.  (Paris,  says  <ucu 

Ronay,  is  “old  bar.) 

Indeed,  the  chef-as-  VCTSl 

celebrity  and  as  multi-  KT 

site  entrepreneur  is  a  NCW 

new  London  phenome¬ 
non,  with  cookbook  Open 

signings  and  guest  ap-  ' 
pearances  so  frequent 
that  one  wonders  whether  these 
new  stars  have  any  time  left  to 
spend  in  their  kitchens. 

Fortunately,  thanks  to  the  new 
Zagat  surveys  of  the  restaurant 
scenes  in  both  cities,  we  can 
separate  brag  fom  fact  The  Zagat 
restaurant  guide  persuaded  more 
titan  18,000  New  Yorkers  and  1,700 
Londoners  —  the  Brits  being  sur¬ 
veyed  for  the  first  time  —  to'. give 
their  views,  making  its  database 
the  best  available  comparative  rep¬ 
resentation  of  what  is  going  on  m 
the  business  in  these  cities. 

For  starters,  forget  the  idea  that 
Londoners  are  homebodies  ;while 


‘Many  of  the 
restaurants 
are  copycat 
versions  of 
New  York 
operations* 


meals  its  respondents  ordered  in 
New  York's  restaurants  were  for 
business  purposes.'  tfhile  34  per 
cent  ofmore  than  28OJD0O  meals 
recorded  in  the  London  survey 
were  for  business  renter  than 
merely  in  pursuit  of  a  pleasurable 

day  or  evening  art  the  town. 

London's  rew  daimtotop  rank 
is  based  on  two  basfc  fads.  First,  its 
restaurant  scene  is  dominated  by 
younger  men  and  woihien:  57  per 
cent  of  its'  inveterate  dining-out  set 
is  under  the  age  of  -©.  .compared 
with  47  per  cent  in  New  York.  This 
is  supposed  to  give  London'S  chefs 
greater  latitude  to  experiment  with 
a  variety  of  new  and  foreign  dishes. 
As  a  result,  “nondiere  beats  London 
-  for  sheer  diversity  of 

sutsine",  say  Zagat's 
Of  the  London  editors.  . 

Second,  the  booming, 
jgjjfg  restaurant  scene  has  en¬ 

couraged  the  opening  of 
avcat  aspateofnewestablish- 

■  J  ments,  providing  Lon- 

n_  -c  don  with  a  rapidly 

1  •  U1  increasing  choice  of  din- 

/nrlr  ■  *"8  sPtas-  ^ar  a  while. 

iui*.  gigantic  emporia  such 

■  _ ,  as  QuagUnri's  and 

10nS  LOd&m  were  all  the 

•  rage. 

But  Zagat  notes  that 
“Londoners  are  beginning  to  tire  of 
their  novelty  value",  and  to  prefer 
“more  intimate  newcomers"  such 
as  L’Oranger  and  Matson  NovellL 
leaving  the  mega-restaurants  to 
tourists  and  weekenders. 

Of  course,  and  this  the  media 
frenzy  over  swinging  London  foils 
to  mention,  many  of  the  new 
restaurants  are  copycat  versions  of 
successful  New  York  operations. 
Thus.  Londoners*  infatuation  with 
Thai  cooking  is  attributable  in  good 
part  to  the  opening  here  of  New 
York's  Vang,  and  a  craze  fix' 
Japanese  cuisine. is  expected  to 
follow  the  spring  opening  here  of 


New  Yorkers  are  restaurantgoers.  Nobu.  of  New  York  fame:  And 
without  equal.  In  both  towns  the .  Harrods  has  opened  a  deb  featur- 


average  respondent  dines  out  32 
times  per  week  (veritable  stay-at- 
homes  compared  to  Texans,  Chica¬ 
goans  and  Los  Angelenos,  the  latter 
probably  unaware  of  what  they  are 
served,  so  long  as  they  are  seated  at 
a  prestigious  table). 


inglatkes  and  pastrami  on  rye.  Not 
exactly  a  British  innovation. 

That  propensity  to  imitate  is  not 
the  only  reason  London  has  a  long 
way  to  go  before  being  in  a  class 
with  New  York  as  a  Mecca  for  fine 
dining.  Not  cmly  do  old-established 


•  ■ 


\ 


■  ■i 
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Not  only  do  established  spots  in  New  York  continue  to  draw  rave  reviews,  but  new  places  open  at  the  rate  of  one  a  day.  This  year  about  265  restaurants  opened 


Forget;  too,  an  outdated  notion  spotssuch  as  The  Four  Seasons 
you  may  have  that  New  Yorkers  .  .FThe  classiest  most  elegant  est¬ 


ate  out  an  tiie  town  primarily  to 
entertain  business  buyers' and  de¬ 


pression  of  New  York")  and  “21” 
fStill  the  quintessential  men’s 


ents.  while  Lcmdcmers  leavie  their  idubT,  continue  to  (fra w  raves  from' 
work  at  the  office.-  ‘  ‘  their  adherents,,  hut- new  joints 

According  to  Zagat  ordy.26  perj ;  ^w.aJtheiatebfoneperwedcday.- 
cent  of  the  almost  three  miDi{m.  :Ti^yearS»Hne265'new restaurants 


opened  in .  New  York.  And  —  an 
important  advantage  over  London 
—  most  of  these  new  places  are 
affordable. 

The  average  Ml  in  New  York's 
restaurants  this  year  came  to  a  bit 
more  than  $29  (£18)  per  head;  in 
London  you  can  expect  to  shelf  out 
$41  on  average,  in  the  more 
.  expensive  restaurants.  New  York¬ 
ers  also  get  a  relative  bargain:  they 
pay  an  average  of  $65.  whereas 
Londoners  face  a  bill  of  $88.  For  the 
New  York  bargain-hunter  there  is 
still  better .news.  In  the  20  establish¬ 


ments  classified  by  Zagat  as  the 
“best-value  restaurants",  the  aver¬ 
age  cost  per  meal  is  a  mere  $9.79, 
down  from  $12.60  in  1992.  Hie 
pennywise  Londoner,  by  contrast, 
forks  out  twice  as  much,  $19.95.  in 
the  average  “best-value”  dining 
spot. 

Susan  Kessler,  a  cookbook  au¬ 
thor  and  21a gat  co-ordinator  who 
flits  back  and  forth  between  the 
restaurant  scenes  in  New  York  and 
London,  says  that  New  Yorkers 
who  want  “to  go  around  the  comer 
for  great  grilled  chicken"  and  leave 


with  their  wallets  intact  have  a 
huge  advantage  over  their  London 
counterparts,  where  good  mid- 
priced  restaurants  are  thin  on  the 
ground.  And  where  good  service  is 
even  harder  to  come  by. 

New  Yorkers  like  to  think  of 
themselves  as  abused  customers, 
saved  by  their  own  toughness  from 
destruction  by  haughty  maitres  d\ 
who  often  have  trouble  finding  a 
place  for  newcomers  even  when 
faced  with  a  blinding  sea  of  white 
tablecloths. 

Thai  may  be  true  in  some  places. 


but  poor  service  is  a  for  more 
common  phenomenon  in  London, 
where  restaurateurs  are  reluctant 
to  spend  money  on  training  their 
staffs,  many  of  whom  come  from 
Italy,  where  casualness  has  a 
meaning  all  its  own. 

This  disregard  for  diners  is 
encouraged  %  the  distinctly  un- 
New  York  practice,  preferred  by  a 
majority  of  London  diners,  of 
adding  a  fixed  percentage  to  every 
bill  to  cover  tips,  reducing  both  the 
prospect  of  a  penalty  for  surliness 
and  of  any  reward  for  courtesy. 


So  by  any  test  —  variety,  price  or 
service  —  New  York  beats  London 
hands  down.  The  restaurant  indus¬ 
try  in  that  city  remains  the  world's 
leader.  London,  although  still  a 
distant  second,  is,  however,  catch¬ 
ing  up  in  the  diversity  of  its 
offerings. 

“The  industry  here  is  in  its 
teething  stage,"  says  Mrs  Kessler. 
A  bit  better  service,  an  occasional 
welcoming  smile  from  the  maitre 
d\  and  reasonable  prices  might  just 
enable  it  to  mature  into  a  rival  to 
New  York. 
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Have  the  fans  forsaken  Prince? 

Exclusive  interview  in  The  Sunday  Times  Magazine 

PLUS:  FESTIVE  TV  SPECIAL 

A  100-page  issue  of  The  Culture,  including  your  essential 
guide  to  television  and  radio  over  the  two  weeks  of 
Christmas  and  New  year.  Don’t  miss  it 
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Ineptitude, 
duplicity 
and  plot 

Magnus  Linklater  expects  more 

bad  behaviour  in  the  Commons 

Over  the  next  few  weeks  the  constituencies,  and  Libei 
we  had  better  get  used  alistn  is  being  hunted,  if 
to  the  prospect  of  Mft  possible,  to  death...  When  we 


Over  the  next  few  weeks 
we  had  better  get  used 
to  the  prospect  of  Mft 
behaving  badly.  Monday's 
evidence  of  deceit  and  double¬ 
dealing  aver  pairing  arrange¬ 
ments  in  the  recesses  of  the 
House  of  Commons  may  be 
just  an  early  skirmish  in  the 
batde  for  survival  that  will 
mark  the  run-up  to  the  general 
election-  Gentlemanly  rules 
will  be  cast  aside  as  the  whips 
on  both  sides  play  our  their 
sinister  role  as  counter-intelli¬ 
gence  agents  in  a  war  where 
no  one  can  be  trusted  and 
everyone  is  a  potential  enemy. 
Nothing  brings  out  the  feral 
instinct  in  our  representatives 
more  than  the  experience  of 
minority  government  and  the 
danger  of  sudden  defeat 
I  doubt  if  we  should  be  too 
shocked.  Yesterday  I  listened 
to  John  Prescott’s  fulmina lions 
about  Tory  malpractice,  and 
feared  he  was  heading  for  a 
seizure,  so  massive  was  his 
indignation.  Yet  what  hap¬ 
pened  smacked  more  of  inepti¬ 
tude  than  of  dupbaty.  The 
Government  was  always 

going  to  win  Monday's  vote, 
given  the  abstention  of  the 
Ulster  Unionists,  so  double¬ 
pairing  was  not  only  foolish 
and  counterproductive,  it  was 
unnecessary.  The  subterfuge 

was  bound  to  be  _ 

discovered,  and  the  ? 

outcome  simply  Abl 

means  that  all 
future  pairing  ar- 
rangements  will  be 
cancelled,  to  every-  LUi 

body's  inconve-  HeS( 

nience.  The  most 
that  can  be  read  into  into! 

the  affair  is  the  evid- 
ence  it  offers  of  in¬ 
competence  in  theTory  Whips* 


A  broken 
pairing 
turned 
Heseltine 
intoTarzan 


Office.  Following  the  resigns-  arm-twisting,  whatever  form 
tion  of  David  Willetts,  this  the  latter  may  take.  Sir  David 


inspires  little  confidence  in  the 
way  the  party  conducts  its 
parliamentary  business.  As 
for  Labour's  behaviour,  I’m 
not  sure  it  was  much  better. 
There  is  evidence  that  pairing 
deals  were  being  cancelled  at 
the  last  minute,  to  the  amaze¬ 
ment  of  some  Tories  who 
thought  they  had  the  evening 
off.  That  is  not  how  the  system 
was  meant  to  work. 

At  the  same  time,  the  out¬ 
rage  expressed  by  Labour 
MPs  in  Scotland  over  the  way 
Michael  Forsyth,  the  Scottish. 
Secretary,  commandeered  an 
RAF  plane  to  get  him  dawn 
from  Inverness  for  tiie  vote  (he 
was  “on  ministerial  duty"  is 
the  official  explanation)  seems 
somewhat  confected  —  a  de¬ 
bating  point  rather  than  a  seri¬ 
ous  question  of  principle. 
Should  a  minister  an  a  govern¬ 
ment  trip  pay  for  his  return 
journey  if  he  is  called  back  to 
vote?  At  what  stage  does  he 
become  a  party  man  rather 
than  a  representative  of  the 
State?  How  many  angels  can 
dance  on  the  head  of  a  pin? 

These  charges  are  evidence 
of  frayed  nerves  rather  than 
the  corruption  of  power  that 
Mr  Prescott  hinted  at  And 
they  are  nothing  new.  Lloyd 
George,  describing  how  Liber¬ 
al  MPs  were  tramping 
through  the  lobbies  at  all 
hours  to  keep  Ramsay  Mac¬ 
Donald  in  Downing  Street 
inveighed  against  the  Govern¬ 
ment's  unprincipled  tactics. 
“While  Liberal  members  are 
voting  for  the  Labour  Govern¬ 
ment”  he  complained,  “Lab¬ 
our  candidates  have  been  put 
up  against  them  throughout 


Steel,  whose  Liberal  contin¬ 
gent  helped  maintain  James 
Callaghan's  Government  in 
power  for  two  years  from  the 
spring  of  1977,  would  argue 
that  the  whips  were  entirely 
justified  in  keeping  an  inde¬ 
pendent  Irish  MP  well  sup¬ 
plied  with  Guinness  in  Annie’s 
Bar  so  that  he  would  cast  his 
vote  the  right  way  in  the  final 
vote  of  confidence  that  brought 
down  the  Government 

Less  acceptable  is  the 
absurd  business  of  forc¬ 
ing  sick  MPs  into  foe 
House  rather  than  allowing 
them  to  be  paired.  Sir  Julian, 
who  now,  alas,  needs  a  wheel¬ 
chair  to  move  about  remem¬ 
bers  sitting  in  the  Commons 
car  park  behind  the  late  Jo 
Richardson  MP.  who  was 
actually  wired  up  to  a  piece  of 
medical  equipment  She  died 
shortly  afterwards.  He  views 
with  dismay  the  prospect  of 
being  called  out  to  vote  this 
winter  on  a  three-line  whip 
because  of  “the  cruelty  of  the 
pairing  system". 

But  it  would  be  hard  to 
argue  that  any  of  this  seriously 
undermines  the  process  of 
government  It  is  part  of  the 
sideshow  of  politics,  mere 
entertainment  for  the  rest  of 
us.  And  it  will  give  air  MPs 
something  to  keep  them  busy 
in  the  dying  days  of  an 
administration.  Would  we 
really  swap  it  for  what  the 
Scottish  Whig  Sir  James 
Mackintosh  called  “die  wise 
and  masterly  inactivity"  that 
was  once  the  principal  charac¬ 
teristic  of  a  somnolent 
Commons? 


the  constituencies,  and  Liber¬ 
alism  is  being  hunted,  if 
possible,  to  death . . .  When  we 
support  them,  our  support  is 
received  with  sullen  indiffer¬ 
ence.  If  we  dare  to  criticise 
them,  we  are  visited  with  a 
peevish  resentment" 

Who  now  remembers  the 
foxy  directed  against  those  two 
rebel  Labour  MPs.  Desmond 
Donnelly  and  Woodrow  Wy¬ 
att  in  1965  when  they  refused 
to  be  dragooned  into  support¬ 
ing  the  Government's  Bill  to 
renatksialise  steel?  Tempers 
flare,  and  men  do  strange 
things  when  a  single  vote  is  at 
stake.  It  was  suspicion  of  a  for¬ 
mer  breach  of  pairing  eti¬ 
quette  that  prompted  Michael 
Heseltine,  now  so  gravely- 
commentating  on  these  mat¬ 
ters.  to  raise  the  Commons 
mace  above  his  head  during  a 
debate  on  the  Aircraft  and 
Shipbuilding  Bill  in  1976.  so 
threatening  the  Innocent  white 
hairs  of  Michael  Foot  with 
fearsome  damage.  What 

goaded  Mr  Heseltine  into 
frenzy  was  the  rumour  that  a 
Labour  MP,  Tom  ftndiy,  had 
broken  Ins  pairing  arrange¬ 
ment  at  the  instigation  of  the 
Governments  Chief  Whip:  It 
turned  out  not  to  be  true,  but 
in  that  instant.  Mr  Hesel  tine’s 
Tarzan  image  was  formed.  Sir 

_  Julian  Critchley, 

who  was  sitting  be- 
ken  hind  him,  remem¬ 

bers  that  it  was  the 
Jig  mild-mannered  Jim 

_j  (now  Lord)  Prior 

,cu  who  leant  forward 

{jjie  and  gently  replaced 

the  mace  —  the 
trzan  wrong  way  round. 

There  is.  of 
”  course,  a  line  to  be 

drawn  between  cheating  and 
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rT"lhe  ferocity  and  grotesqueness 
of pcnn^an^terrons^ure^^ 

separate  IS*  from  fiction.  More 
Bjjgff  notorious  than  Tupac  Amaru,  until 


Tory  cheetahs!” 
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Notes  on  Europe’s  past 


I  keep  a  small  bundle  of  foreign 
banknotes  in  an  old  wallet.  In 
theory  I  dip  into  them  when  I  re¬ 
visit  their  country  of  origin;  in 
practice  they  stay  for  years  at  a  time 
in  the  drawer  of  my  bedside  table: 
My  German  notes  are  relatively  up  to 
date;  they  were  issued  in  Frankfurt 
on  August  1, 1991,  so  presumably  they 
are  still  legjal  tender.  They  do  how¬ 
ever  make  me  feel  ashamed  of  my  ig¬ 
norance  of  German  cultural  history. 
The  100  DM  note  has  a  portrait  of 
Clara  Schumann.  I8I946.  I  know 
that  I  once  read  an  article,  or  perhaps 
a  programme  note,  about  her.  I  take 
it  that  she  was  married  to  the  compo¬ 
ser,  and  started  life  as  Clara  some¬ 
thing  else,  but  I  am  not  even  sure  of 
that  I  have  a  strong  feeling  that  she 
was  herself  a  musician,  a  singer 
perhaps  or  a  pianist  I  have  a  less 
strong  suspicion  that  she  was  at  some 
point  apart  from  being  Schumann’S 
wife,  if  that  is  correct  some  other 
composer’s  mistress,  perhaps  Liszrs. 
I  may  be  libelling  the  memory  of  a 
chaste  wife  and  mother.  As  site  was 
famous  enough  to  appear  on  the  front 
of  a  high  denomination  note,  I  plainly 
ought  to  know  more  about  her. 

In  fact  tiie  Bundesbank,  as  always 
the  best  and  wisest  of  central  banks, 
gives  a  due.  On  the  bade  of  the  note 
there  is  a  splendid  19th-century 
grand  [nano,  though  on  strangely 
wobbly  legs,  together  with  five  tuning 
forks.  The  hypothesis  that  Clara 
Schumann  was  a  famous  pianist 
must  surely  be  correct  If  I  am  inex¬ 
cusably  ignorant  of  her.  I  am  even 
more  ignorant  of  Balthasar  Neu¬ 
mann  1687-1753  (50  DM).  To  judge  by 
the  dues  on  the  bade  of  that  note,  he 
was  Germany’s  Christopher  Wren, 
and  designed  a  church  somewhere  — 
but  where?  —  which  looked  like  a 
cross  between  St  Paul’s  Cathedral 
and  the  Brighton  Pavilion.  Of  course 
all  my  readers,  being  people  of  broad 
European  culture,  know  perfectly 
well  who  he  was.  I  did  not 
I  was  absolutely  stumped  by  An¬ 
nette  von  Droste-Hutshoff  (20  DM). 
1797-1848.  She  was  a  writer;  both  a 
quiD  pen  and  a  book  appear  on  the 
back  of  her  note.  She  must  have  been 
a  romantic;  her  hairstyle  is  what  one 
might  call  Hollywood  Regency,  and 
her  collar  has  mare  than  a  hint  of 
Van  Dyck.  Was  she  someone's  mis¬ 
tress?  If  so.  he  may  have  had  a  hard 
time  of  iL  The  Bundesbank  portrait 
makes  her  look  intense,  bossy  and 
soulfuL  a  dangerous  combination  at 
any  period  of  histoiy. 

I  fed  that  I  am  doing  disgracefully 


If  Shakespeare  and  Mozart  are  hot 
correct  enough  for  the  euro,  who  is? 


badly,  with  one  faint  recollection  and 
two  absolute  misses.  I  come  into  my 
own  only  with  the  10  DM  note,  and 
the  agreeable,  if  somewhat  gnome¬ 
like.  features  of  Carl  Friedrich  Gauss, 
1777-1855.  I  ought  in  principle  to  be 
better  placed  with  German  pianists, 
architects  and  writers  than  with 
mathematicians,  but  Gauss  fascin¬ 
ates  me,  not  so  much  for  his  mathe¬ 
matics,  which  I  do  not  understand, 
but  for  being  an  infant  prodigy  who 
became  an  adult  prodigy.  He  is  well 
worth  his  place  on  a  banknote. 

I  even  know,  or  once  knew,  what  a 
“Gauss"  is.  It  is  “the  unit  of  intensity 

of  a  magnetic  field,  _ 

whose  measure-  _ 

meat  is  the  product  TI/^1"/ 

of  a  Weber  at  the  IJ/'  //j 
distance  of  one  cent-  _Tr 
imetre".  As  I  have  ODP 

not  the  least  idea  l\ LulT 

what  a  Weber  is. 
that  definition  is  of  — 

little  use  to  roe.  but 
you  may  take  it  as  correct  because  I 
looked  it  up  in  1989  and  am  now 
repeating  what  I  then  wrote.  As  an 
infant  prodigy.  Gauss  taught  himself 
to  calculate  before  he  could  talk.  At 
the  age  of  three  he  corrected  an  error 
in  his  father's  wage  calculations. 
When  he  entered  the  Brunswick  Col¬ 
legium  Qirolinum  at  the  age  of  15,  he 
had  already  independently  discov¬ 
ered  Bede’s  law  of  planetary  dis¬ 
tances.  the  binomial  theorum  and  the 
arithmetic-geometric  mean. 

Gauss  made  a  comment  on  one  of 
his  seven  proofs  of  the  law  of 
quadratic  reciprocity  which  illumi¬ 
nates  for  tite  nan-sdentist  tite  aesthet¬ 
ic  demon  in  scientific  discovery.  “It 
is  characteristic  of  higher  arithmetic 
that  many  of  its  mast  beautiful 
theorems  can  be  discovered  induc¬ 
tion  with  the  greatest  of  ease,  but 
have  proofs  that  lie  anywhere  but 
near  at  hand  ...  It  is  just  the  insight 
into  the  wonderful  concatenation  of 
truth  in  higher  arithmetic  that  is  the 
chief  attraction  for  study  and  often 
leads  to  the  discovery  of  new  truths." 

1  am  sure  the  Bundesbank  must 
have  put  Goethe  and  Bach  on  notes  of 
some  denomination  at  some  time:  I 
suppose  that  Luther,  who  was  the 
real  maker  of  Germany,  would  not 
have  wished,  as  a  man  of  religion,  to 
have  his  face  printed  an  paper 


Rees~Mogg 


money.  Hie  difficulty  of  choosing 
such  heroes  is  so'  great  that  the 
committee  which  designed  the  euro 
notes  decided  not  to  have  portraits  at 
alL  but  stuck  with  architectural 
drawings  —  and  even  these  are  of 
non-existent  buildings. 

The  euro  committee's  first  difficulty 
was  that  there  are  more  EU  countries 
than  denominations  of  euro  notes:  15 
countries  and  only  seven  denomina¬ 
tions.  If  there  had  been  more  denomi¬ 
nations.  one  could  have  had  Hans 
Christian  Andersen  for  Denmark. 
Sibelius  for  Finland  and  Tintin  for 
Belgium  without  causing  offence  to . 

_ ■  anyone  else.  If  there 

were  still  only  seven 
*  ....  countries,,  as  there 

o™*  were.:  they 
If*  coukl  simply  have 

1  A/\fTfT  chosen  the  greatest 

yJJL WjZjL  cultural  figures  for 

OO  each  country,  Goe- 

—  the  for  Germany, 

perhaps  Voltaire  for 
France  —  he  is,  after  alL  the  most 
quintessentiaily  French  of  all  French¬ 
men  —  Shakespeare  for  Britain. 
Dante,  Leonardo  da  Vinci  or  Michel¬ 
angelo  for  Italy,  and  suitable,  local 
members  of  the  historic  European 
cultural  establishment  fra-  Belgium 
and  Luxembourg.  Mozart  would 
have  been  out,  as  Austria  was  not 
then  a  member  of  the  EEC  •_ 

It  would  never  have  been  possible 
to  choose  political  portraits.  The 
political  makers  of  Europe  were  ,  a 
murderous  bunch  of  thugs.  Time  has 
dimmed  the  horrors  of  the  Norman 
Conquest,  but  William  the  Conquer¬ 
or  would  not  have  been  chosen  for 
Anglo-Saxon  banknotes.  Julius  Cae¬ 
sar  massacred  Gauls  by  the  hundred 
thousand  as  part  of  his  mission  to 
spread  Roman  dvflisatian:  Charle¬ 
magne  killed  his  tens  of  thousands; 
Napoleon  and  Hitler  killed  by  the 
million,  though  Napoleon  did  so  in  a 
purely  professional  and  soldierly 
way.  Even  Winston  Churchill  would 
have  Dresden  argued  against  him. 

Among  the  artists  and  scientists, 
one  could  not  easily  apply  Crufts  test 
of  “best  of  breed",  if  only  because  Bri¬ 
tain  would  win  too  many  prizes. 
Greatest  European  dramatist,  Shake¬ 
speare;  greatest  scientist  Newton; 
greatest  biologist  Darwin;  greatest 
historian.  Gibbon  greatest  econom- 


Carte  noire 


HEAVY  PADDI  NGisin  order  for 
Lord  Gowrie  today,  as  he  appears 
before  Parliament's  equivalent  of 
the  parish  fete  committee:  its 
Gilbert  and  Sullivan  fans.  They 
are  livid  with  him  far  what  they 
suspect  to  be  his  and  die  Arts 
Council’s  condescending  attitude 
towards  giving  grants  to  Britain's 
G&S  companies,  most  notably  the 
D'Oyly  Carte,  which  is  desperately 
short  of  cash. 

Iain  Sproat,  the  spreading  Min- 

ment.  has  ordered  Gowrie ifrExra 
pasting  at  the  bidding  of  an  ad  hoc 
Commons  group  of  Gilbert  & 
Sullivan  enthusiasts,  including  for¬ 
mer  Tory  chairman  Sir  Norman 
Fowler,  former  Home  Secretary 
Kenneth.  Baker,  the  Dames  Knight 
and  Fookes,  and  Peter  Brooke;  MP 
for  Westminster.  In  between 
flicking  pellets  at  Gowrieis  lah-di- 
dah  tastes,  their  aim  is  to  secure 
the  cultural  credibility  of  G&S. 

Anthony  Steen,  the  MP  for  South 
Hams  and  leader  of  the  group, 
says  of  Gowrieis  mob:  “I  suspect 
die  plain  truth  is  that  the  Arts 
Council  doesn't  really  approve  of 
such  frivolity  and  would  rather  we 
saw  Wagner  and  left  grimly  con¬ 
templating  die  12-tone  scale." 


Sir  Michael  Bishop,  chairman  of 
the  D'Oyly  Carte  is  optimistic  “I 
think  it  will  be  what  diplomats  rail 
a  full  and  frank  discussion'.'’ 

Jungle  drums 

LABOUR'S  determination  to  keep 
the  shutters  down  around  its  shad¬ 
owy  Audience  Participation  Unit, 
extends  even  to  the  families  of  its 
key  members.  Take  Phil  RcyaL 
candidates’  liaison  officer,  and  the 


T-Ptiwert  record  company  was 
more  decisively  evasive.  “T-Pow- 
er*s  father  doesn’t  work  for  Lab¬ 
our.”  they  tell  me.  “His  father  is 
dead.” 


No  fun 


man  behind  the  fax  exhorting  Lab¬ 
our  Party  members  to  vote  for 
Tony  Blair  in  Radiol’S  personality 
of  the  year  polL  His  son  Marc  is  a 
leading  jungle  musidan. 

For  the  uninitiated,  jungle  is 
an  increasingly  popular  form  of 
fast  menacing  dance  music.  Young 
Rpyal  goes  by  the  stage  name  of  T- 
Power.  has  released  two  albums, 
and  is  probably  best  known  for  his 
track  “Police  Stale". 

Royal  Sr  has  gone  to  ground 
since  the  weekend’s  fiasco,  and 
calls  to  him  about  his  son's  musical 
career  are  angrily  dismissed  by 
Labour.  T-Rowert  media  deflec¬ 
tions,  however,  need  more  work 
A  male  South  London  voice  ans¬ 
wered  his  telephone.  I  asked  for 
RoyaL  “Yeah,  I’ll  just  gel  him. 
Who's  asking  ?"  “The  Times."  “Oh, 
there’s  no  one  by  the  name  oF  Marc 
Royal  here:  No,  no  one  I  can  think 
of  by  that  name." 


SENATOR  Ted  Kennedy's  depres¬ 
sing  slide  into  pensionable  sobriety 
continues  with  news  of  a  very  tame 
performance  at  his  office  Christ¬ 
mas  party.  There  were  no  blue 
jokes,  he  and  his  wife  Vicki  turned 
up  as  Dalmatians  and  left  early. 

In  previous  years,  the  senator’s 
office  parties  were  raucous,  pants- 
down  affairs.  He  would  show  up  in 
costumes  ranging  from  EMs  to. 


All  too  steady,  Teddy 


George  Bush,  complete  with  White 
House  dog  Millie.  The  best,  how¬ 
ever,  was  when  he  came  dressed  as 
Barney  the  dinosaur  and  insisted 
on  being  addressed  as  “Tyranno¬ 
saurus  Sex”.  . 

Love  lost 

PARTY  HELL  down  at  the  Ban¬ 
queting  House  in  Whitehall  on 
Tuesday  evening,  as  Diana,  Prin¬ 
cess  of  Wales,  and  Anna  Paster¬ 
nak,  author  of  the  heavy-breather- 
Princess  in  Love,  passed  each  other 
at  the  entrance  to  the  Sunday 

Times  Christmas  party.  . 

To  attend  file  Sunday  Tunes  do, 
Diana  had  skipped  the  birthday 
party  for  Dontimc  Lawson,  Editor 
of  The  Sunday  Telegraph,  whose 
wife  Rosa  Monckton  is  a  friend  of 
here.  Bur  as  she  left  she  must  have 
wished  she  hadnT  She  foundher- 
.sdf  faring  Pasternak,  who takes  up 
tiie  story  in  her  own  gamey  style: 
“I  was  coming  in  and  she  was 
leaving.  We  had  very  penetrating 
qfe  contact.  This  wasn't  the  first 
time  lid  seen  her  though.  We  were 
once  in  neighbouring  basins  at 
Daniel  GdhnnS  hairdressers.  She 
didn't  know  if  but  I  had  the  proof 
of  Princess  in  Love  in  tile  bag  at 
my  feet" 

9  A  broken  leg  affected  Darcey 
Busseits  performance  of  Cmderel- 


BusselL-  graceful 

la  at  the  Royal  Opera  House  on 
Tuesday.  Just  as  .  she  placed  her 
foot. on  a  low  stool  to  try  on  Prince 
Charming's  gloss  slipper,  one  of  its 
lep  snapped,  Jeremy  Isaacs,  gener¬ 
al  director  of  the  Opera  House, 
frowned  from  his  seat  Gallantly 
the  prince  slipped  his  hand  under¬ 
neath  to  steady  the  stool,  and 
Bussell  was  shod. 


ist.  Smith;  greatest  biographer,  Bos¬ 
well;  greatest  woman  writer,  Austen. 
Britain  would  have  no  serious  con¬ 
tenders  in  music  or  painting  —  Tur- 
.  ner  is  not  perceived  as  being  on  the 
level  of  Michelangelo.  But  we  would 
have  shortlisted  candidates  for  great¬ 
est  philosopher,  novelist  and  roman¬ 
tic  poet,  at  least  in  the  modern  world. 
In  the  ancient  world  it  would  be  the 
Greeks  first  and  the  rest  nowhere. 

It  was  not  however  these  cansidCT- 
ations  which  were  decisive.  Despite 
the  gallant  feminism  of  the  Bundes¬ 
bank,  there  would  have  been  many 
more  heroes  than  heroines,  and  these 
heroes  would  by  definition  have  been 
Dwems  —  Dead  White  European 
Males.  Any  Dwem  is.  on  the  face  of  it, 
.  politically  incorrect,  yet  the  main 
cultural  icons  of  Europe  are  unavoid¬ 
ably  European  and  white,  are  likely 
to  be  dead  before  they  can  safely  be 
identified,  and  are  male  in  the  large 
majority.  My  own  guess  is.  that  the 
aggressive  energy  of  excess  testoster- 
one  makes  men  both  more  likely  to 
murder  people  and  to  create  cultural 
masterpieces,,  but  that  itself  is  a 
politically  incorrect  hypothesis. 

We  know  from  an  interview  given 
by  the  Italian  banker  Df  Guido  Crap- 
anzano  to  th eCorriere  della.  Sera,  the 
Milan  newspaper,  that  the  design 
committee  was  driven  by  political 
correctness.  Shakespeare  was  blade- 
balled,  not  just  because  he  is  a 
Dwem,  but  because  the  committee 
thought  The  Merchant  of  Venice 
anti-Semitic  Even  more  absurdly; 
Mozart  went  out  because  he  wrote 
music  for  masons.  Leonardo  da  Vinci 
was  rejected  chi  the  grounds  of  his 
homosexuality,  though  freedom  of 
lifestyle  is  usually  part  of  political 
correctness. 

There  have  certainly  been  ideo¬ 
logies  much  wickeder  and  more  dan¬ 
gerous  than  the  authoritarian  femin¬ 
ist  liberalism  of  political  correctness. 
We  would  all  rather  live  under  pc 
rule  titan  that  of  the  Nazis,  the  Com¬ 
munists  or  any  other  aggressive  total¬ 
itarian  party.  But  silliness  matters, 
and  bossiness  matters  too.  A  cor¬ 
rectness  that  rejects  Mozart  as  un¬ 
suitable  for  a  banknote  because  he 
wrote  The  Magic  Flute  goes  too  far. 
Perhaps  the  euro  ought  to  have  only 
one  portrait  cm  all  denominations, 
that  of  Annette  vest  Droste-Hulsboff 
herself.  She  may  have  been  a 
wonderful  German  writer,  but  she 
looks  the  perfect  symbol  of  the 
priggish  interventionism  that  is  tak¬ 
ing  over  European  culture  and  has 
already  taken  over  American. 


P-H-S 


gam  of  peasant  grievances 
Maoist  ideology.  Now  Sendero,  one 
erf  the  last  communist  revolutionary 
movements  in  the  world,  will  become 
muddled,  in  Western  minds,  with 
TUpac  Amaru,  whose  aims  and 

structure  are  even  more  obscure. 

Legend  abounds.  It  is  widely 
believed  in  South  America  that  one  of 
Sendero' s  methods  has  included  stuf¬ 
fing  live  chickens  with  explosive  and 
sending  them  into  markets,  to  be  de¬ 
tonated  by  a  timing  device.  In  one 
fanciful  version,  a  child  was  used  as  a 
human  bomb,  sent  into  the  lobby  of 
the  Lima  Hilton. 

It  is  certainly  true  that  the  terror¬ 
ists*  methods  have  been  cruel  —  de¬ 
prived  erf  ammunition,  they  have 
beaten  villagers  to  death  with  rocks 
—  fart  the  overwhelming  majority  of 
their  victims  have  beat  tiie  rural 
peasantry  and  the  security  forces. 
Foreigners  and  tourists  have  only 
occasionally  been  the  target  The 
terrorists'  first  aim  has  been  to  win  . 
over  villages  and  regions  to  their 
cause.  Communities  loyal  to  the 
Government  were  “punished"  some¬ 
times  en  bloc.  Government  forces 
used  to  respond  by  "punishing" 
communities  that  sheltered  tiie  ter¬ 
rorists.  As  so  often  in  South  America, 
the  little  people  have  suffered  at  tiie 
hands  of  both  sides.  These  are  the 
descendants  of  the  Inca  Empire, 
which  Spam  utterly  humiliated  from 
tiie  16th  century  on.  Some  Latin 
Peruvians,  and  Indians  too.  see  such 
movements  as  Sendero  and  Tupac 
Amaru  as  the  Incas'  revenge. 

President  Alberto  Fujimori’s  Gov¬ 
ernment  has  had  considerable  appar¬ 
ent  success  against  the  Sendero, 
whose  leader  has  been  captured  and 
imprisoned.  At  some  cost  to  the 
fragile  welfare  on  which  the  poorest 
have  relied,  the  Peruvian  economy 
has  been  Thatcherised  and  invigorat¬ 
ed.  Tourists  have  been  returning  to 
Machu-Picchu  and  Cuzco.  The  prov¬ 
ince  of  Ayacuriio,  at  one  time  almost 
a  no-go  area  for: government  fixes, 
has  been  returning  to  normal. 

.  Nicholas  Shakespeare,  the  son  of  a 
former.  British  Ambassador  in  Lima, 
travelled  in  Ayacucho  at  its  lowest 
ebb,  and  wrote  extensively  on  Peru¬ 
vian  Indian  terrorism.  Tall  and  fair, 
he  found  himself  feared  as  a  suspect¬ 
ed  Pistaco.  an  alien  spirit  of  whom 
the  more  remote  Indian  people  live  in 
mortal  terror.  According  to  folklore, 
Pistacos  ootne  from  another  world. 
To  survive  and  breed,  they  require  a 
special  oil  which  can  only  be  derived 
from  the  crushed  bodies  of  Indian 
people,  which  they  come  to  the  Andes 
to  obtain.'  Shakespeare  speculates 
that  the  roots  of  this  folk  wisdom  may 
lie  in  some  terrible  tangle  between 
native  tore  ;and  ston'd  about  the 
arrival  of  the  Spanish  conquist ado¬ 
res.  followed  by  mineral  prospectors 
and  speculators,  in  whose  mines 
millions  of  Indus  died. 

From  my  own  travels  in  Peru  I 
have  the  strongest  hunch  that 
the  problems  are  not  ideologi¬ 
cal  butetimfo  The  edmic  divide  in  the 
nations  that  straddle  tiie  Andes  from 
Ecuador  to  Chile  is  me  of  the  best- 
kept  secrets  in  modem  history. 
Because  the  inferior  status  of  the 
South  American  Indians  has  never 
required  the  backing  of  law.  nobody 
speaks  of  apartheid.  The  mistake  the 
South  African  whites  made  was  to 
write  it  down.  The  ruling  dass  in 
Peru  are  whites  too,  but  we  forget 
that  they  are  not  the  only  inhabitants. 

Only  Latin  South  Americans  can 
afford  to  visit  Europe  in  any  number, 
and  it  is  their  culture  we  tend  to  see 
when  we  fly  in  to  the  major  cities  and 
towns  of  the  Andes  and  Pacific  coast 
The  millions  of  Indian  Peruvian,  Ecu¬ 
adorian'  and  Bolivian  citizens  are 
almost  invisible  to  international 
view.  Their  economic  status  is  infer¬ 
ior.  and  in  lima  you  will  see  almost 
no  fuff-blooded  Indians  in  any  but 
subservient  occupations  —  or  unem¬ 
ployed  and  encamped,  anki&deep  in 
urine  and  litter,  in  the  graffiti-daubed 
waste  of  corrugated  iron  and  make¬ 
shift  houses  spreading  out  around 
tiie  old  dty.  In  tbe  countryside, 
almost  everyone  is  erf  Indian  blood. 

Unlike  tiie  Red  Indians  in  North- 
America  or  the  Aborigines  in  Austra¬ 
lia,  the  descendants  of  the  Inca 
Empire  may  have  been  subjugated, 

but  they  have  not  been  marginalised, 
and  their  culture  has  lost  none  erf  its 
vigour.  Recent  Peruvian  Govern¬ 
ments  have  made  some  attempt  to 

emancipate  and  involve  them,  but  the 

task  is  huge. 

Agriculture,  on  which  most  of  these 
campesmos  rely,  has  not  kept  up  with 
industrial  and  commercial  Rau  Nei¬ 
ther  the  Sendero  nor  Tupac  Amaru 
has  ever  enjoyed  mass  support 
among,  tfte  campesinos — 1  that  must 
be  emphasised  — but  like  the  JRA  In 
apparently  peace-loving  Catholic  Irer 
land,  they  are  able  to  find  shelter. 

As  a  young  Indian  onre  told  me. 
nobody  ffkes  the  Government '.in 
Tima.  Nobody  supports  tiie  terror¬ 
ists  other.  But  some  people  “under¬ 
stand” them.  Nobody  in  Peru  will  be 
supporting  Tupac  Amaru.  But.  up  in 
the  Andes  and  down  in  tiie  slums  of 
Lima. .  there  will  be  some  who  . 
understand.  ■ 
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golden  economy 


The  best  Toiy  message  don’t  let  Labour  destroy  it 

Another  possible  .explanation  for  the  gap 
between  politics  and  economics  is  the 
Government's  failure  to  take  credit  for 
managing  the  economy  in  a  reasonably 
competent  way.  John  Major  became  Chan¬ 
cellor  as  a  deep  recession  was  starting  and 
he  made  mattexsmurii  worse  by  joining  the 
ERM.  His  image  has  been  identified  with 
the  hair  shirt  ever  since.  In  the  four  years  of 
steady  recovery  that  have  followed  Britain^ 
exit  from  the  ERM,  Mr  Major  could  have 

■  ,  -  -  -  - 7 — o — -  wrought  for  himsdf  and  his  Government  a 

increasingly  reveal,  or  alternatively  that  new,  more  optimistic  image,  better  suited  for 
voters  believe  the  recovery  is  somehow  a  period  of  economic  growth.  He  failed  to  do 
unsound  or  unsustainable.  Pollsters  find  this,  partly  because  of  the  distracting 
many  people  saying  that  Britain  is  stOI  in  disunity  in  his  party  and  partly  perhaps 
recession.  Wait  just  a  few  more  months,  say  because  it  took  him  so  long  to  recognise  the 
the  optimists,  and  rising  incomes  will  collapse  of  his  policies  on  Black  Wednesday 
percolate  mto  people's  pockets;  the  political  as  a  deliverance  not  a  disaster.  It  is  still  hard, 
landscape  will  then  be  transformed.  however,  to  believe  that,  alter  four  years,  the 

The  flaw  in  this  argument  is  that  people  debacle  of  Black  Wednesday  remains  domi- 
are  already  starting  to  believe  that  this  nant  in  voters'  minds. 
recovery  is. real.  Consumer  confidence  is  What,  then,  is  left  to  console  Mr  Major 
back  towards  the  levels  last  seen  in  the  and  the  Tories?  Only  perhaps  the  great 
prosperous  late  1980s.  House  prices  and,  bugbear  of  ruling  politicians  through  the 
more  importantly,  housing  transactions  are  ages.  When  a  disaster  strikes  the  oountzy, 
rising.  Unemployment  is  dropping  in  voters*  people  are  inclined  to  blame  the  Govem- 
perceptions  of  the  most  critical  issues  facing  merit  But  once  a  great  issue  begins  to  seem 
the  country.  Why  should  voters  react  any  less  troubling,  the  people  do  nor  thank,  the 
differently  to  good  economic  news  in  the  next  CVwernment.  instead  the  issue.  in  thic  ray 
four  months?  unemployment,  simply  begins  to  slip  from 

The  rise  in  consumer  confidence  has  been  voters’  minds.  This  is  nr»»  reason  why 
matched  hy  improvements  in  business  and  Churchill  lost  the  postwar  election  and 
financial  confidence  —  so  much  so  that  the  perhaps  why  Labour  Governments  have 
biggest  economic  problem  faring  die  Trea-  usually  been  nlwtwri  during  periods  of 
sury  and  the  Bank  of  England  at  present  is  -  optimism  and  prosperity  rather  than  in  the 
the  excessive  strength  erf  the  pound.  There  depth  of  economic  slumps.  To  win  the 
are  always  good  reasons  to  worry  about  election,  it  will  not  be  enough  for  the  Tories 
economic  recovery  being  Mown  off  course  by  to  say  that  Britain  is  doing  well  and  that  Mr 
inflation,  low  investment  or  trade  im-  Major  deserves  at  least  some  of  the  credit, 
balances.  At  present,  however,  there  is  less  They  will  also  have  to  persuade  the  public 
reason  for  such  concern  than  usual,  partly  that  prosperity  is  too  precious  and  fragile  to 
because  of  the  structural  transformation  erf  allow  it  to  be  put  into  Labour's  untried 
the  British  economy  during  the  Thatcher  hands.  In  this  sense  at  least,  the  Tories  wall 
years.  This  is  not  just  the  view  of  die  inevitably  and  understandably  be  drawn 
business  community.  The  improvement  in  into  a  negative  campaign,  designed  to 
Britain’s  economic  structure  is  admitted  spread  fear  about  the  economic  horrors 
even  by  many  politicians  on  the  centre  Left.  Labour  might  perpetrate. 


if  only  politics  were  as  predictable  ; 
Konomics.  Nobody  who  has  been  dose 
following  developments  in  the  British  ecoi 
omy  m  the  past  few  years  should  have  bee 
surprised  by  yesterday’s  vintage  crop  i 
rta&stics  on  jobs,  wages  and  retail  sales.  Y 
the  Government,  which  has  long  counted  c 
prosperity  and  economic  confidence  to  sat 
it  from  electoral  perdition,  is  plumbing  ne 
depths  of  unpopularity.  Why? 

First,  there  is  the  possibility  that  people  d 
not  yet  fed  the  prosperity  which  the  ficun 


ANNAN  OFTHE  UN 

After  a  risible  selection  process,  a  rising  agenda 


Following  a  squalid  set  of  political  machina¬ 
tions,  the  United  Nations  finally  has  a  new 
Secretary-General,  Kofi  Annan.  First, 
Boutros  Boutros  Ghali  reneged  on  his 
pledge  to  serve  only  five  years  in  office  and 
had  to  be  removed,  by  an  Aiq^jican  veto. 
Then  Washington,  and  ;  the.  other  four, 
permanent  members' ofttte  Security  Coun¬ 
cil,  accepted  the  absurd  argument  that  his 
successor  could  only  be  an  African.  Finally,  - 
Jacques  Chirac  threw  in  a  French  language 
proficiency  test  for  good  measure.  It  is  a 
marvel  that  airy  candidate  emerged  at  alL 
Allowing  for  the'  extraordinarily  small 
pod  of  talent  from  which  the  UN  permitted 
itself  to  pick.  Mr  Annan  is  a  respectable  if 
uninspiring  choice.  As  Under  Secretaiy- 
General  for  peacekeeping  operations  he  has 
acquired  a  reputation  for  quiet  competence. 
In  a  relaxed  press  conference  yesterday  he 
made  dear  that:  he  wanted  to  do  more  than 
his  predecessor  to  streamline  bureaucracy 
and  win  the  confidence  of  member  states.  He 
already  has  the  confidence  of  the  United 
States.  A  more  dynamic  figure  such  as 
Sadako  Ogata,  the  UN  High  Commissioner 
for  Refugees,  woulcLbave  been  welcome;  but 
it  seems  that  capacity  to  excel  in  this  pest 
never  entered  the  job  specification.  In  the 
future  such  a  farce  would  be  jess  likely  if  the 
Secretaiy-General  served  just  one .  non-7 
renewable  seven-year  term.  _ 

Mr  Annan  faces  a  vast  agenda.  His  first 
task  is  to  prevent  the  UN's  already  chronic 
financial  position  slipping  into  outright 
bankruptcy.  In  the  very  short  term  tins 
means  dealing  the  backlog  of  dues,  over  $2 
billion  strong,  owed  by  members.  More  than 
half  of  this  total  involves  the  United  States. 
Beyond  that,  an  entirely  new  system  of 
subscriptions  that  recognises  the  present 


economic  circumstances  of  the  participants 
involved,  must  be  finalised.  In  practice  this 
means  a  sharp  reduction  in  the  proportion 
contributed  by  Washington  and  an  appro¬ 
priate  increase  from  Asia,  especially  Japan. 
TlieUS  Congress  hasinade  repayment  of  its 
own  debt  contingent  on  a  comprehensive 
overhaul  of  the  bloated  bureaucracy  and 
petty  txirruptioii  that  has  long  been  asso¬ 
ciated  with  the  UN.  This  is  a  crucial 
objective.  But  Mr  Arman'S  role  must  be  far 
more  than  downsizer-rn-tihief  on  behalf  of 
Washington.  Fundamental  questions  about 
the  purpose  of  the  United  Nations  in  the 
aftermath  of  the  Cold  War  exist  but  have  not 
been  addressed.  That  failure  is.  at  the  core  of 
the  UN’S  troubles. 

There  has  been  an  explosion  in  demands 
on  peacekeeping.  In  1988  the  cost  of  such 
deployments  was  $230  million  and  some  80 
per  cent  erf  that  expenditure  went  on  policing 
disputes  between  states.  By  1995  some  $3 
billion  was  spent  and  over  80  per  cent  was 
concentrated  on  internal  conflicts  within 
states.  These  included  an  increasing  number 
of  cases  —  such  as  the  shambles  in  Somalia 
— where  the  UN  took  over  after  the  collapse 
of  the  country  itself  and  in  the  absence  of  any 
meaningful  national  government 

That  dramatic  turnaround  has  placed 
-  unantidpafed  burdens  on  those  providing 
troops.  This  has  been  the  chief  cause  of 
friction  between  Washington  and  Mr 
Boutros  Ghali  A  further  challenge  lies  in 
adapting  an  essentially  diplomatic  body  to 
an  international  order  increasingly  dorni-' 
nated  by  economics.  The  result  is  a 
.  simmering  dissatisfaction  with  the  present 
structure.  It  falls  to  Mr  Annan  to  take  on  the 
issues  that  his  predecessors  have  left 
unresolved. 


RED  CROSS  BUNGLE 

Food  parcels  are  an  inappropriate  means  of  protest 


the  Second  World  War,  the  Red 
dispatched  over  20  million  food 
to  British  and  Commonwealth 

re  of  war  in  Germany  and  Japan.  Ftor 

is  of  thousands  of  men,  there 

came  to  be  the  personification  of  the 

ss;  much  of  the  current  goodwffl  and 
for  this  century-old  organisation 
ick  to  the  debt  of  gratitude  owed  by 
y  to  those  who  provided  food  and 
those  dark  days. 

the  Red  Cross  is  again  distnbuflng 
reds  packed  in  Britain,  biff  this  tim? 
e  going  to  refugees  and lasylum- 
peoplem  our  own  midst  There  is  a 

campaign  underway^^amst 

zernmentfs  new  asylum  legislation, 
left-wing  groups  have  dwsen  the  - 
d  new  regulations,  under  which . 
oirity  funds  can  be  denied  to  certeii? 

seekis,  as  a  focus  for  agitation.  Fbr 

d  Cross,  a  scrupuiou^neuti^ - 
tarian  organisation,  toalfowiteelfto ; 
d  to  such  a  campaign  ui  Bntam  is  a 
!  jRcd  Cross  food  parcels  are  an 
nt  response:  asylum-seekers  are 
£  clustered  in  kn owb  centres  and 
But  more  imparteirtly,  “J 

priate  response:  it  b 
4  cross  to  equate  the  refugees* 
m  vriththat  of  POWs  and  to  allotsthe 
Sent  to  be  portrayed  as  a  captor 


holding  people  in  "  hungry  confinement 
against  their  wilL 

The  Red  Cross  generally  operates  in  areas 
of  extreme  difficulty- and  danger.  Its  brave 
workers  and  volunteers  sometimes  pay  a 
heavy  price:  in  .  Chechnya  this  week  five 
women  and  one  man  were  murdered  in  their 
frvic  by  masked  gunmen  who  broke  into  a 
house  before  dawn.  The  six,  drawn  from  five 
different  Western  countries,  had  been  help¬ 
ing  toruna  hospital  ten  miles  from  Grozny. 
Thor '  senseless  murder  is  proof  that, 
terrorists  no  longer,  respect  neutrality  nor 
humanitarian  motives.  Indeed,  the  very 
-  'attempt  to  relieve  suffering  often  mates 
targets  of  there  attempting  to  do  so. 

Britain,  and  The  Times  in  particular,  has 
given  strong  support  to  the  Red  Cross,  both 
in  Its  routine  but  vital  volunteer  woric  here  at 
home  and  in  its  relief,  tracing  and  inter¬ 
cession  activities  abroad.  The  British  branch 
of  the  Red  Cross  came  into  being  largely  as  a 
result  of  an  appeal  launched  in  this 
.  newspaper.  The  sincerity  of  today's  Red 
Cross  is  not  in  doubt.  But  its  leaders  should 
ask  themselves  whether  their  efforts  should 
not  better  be  directed  at  helping  the  refugees 
in  the  countries  from  which  they  fled.  The 
Refugee  Council  can  more  appropriately 
•  solicit  funds  to  support  asylum-seekers, 
while  political  lobbies  can  take  up  the 
challenge  to  the  Government's  propdrels. 
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LETTERS  TO  THE  EDITOR 

I  Pennington  Street,  London  El  9XN  Telephone  0171-782  sooo 

‘Treachery’  of  the  Duke  of  Windsor 


Haws  in  plan  for 
bad  drivers  to  pay 

From  Mr  Michael  Could 

Sir,  Your  report  "Drivers  'should  pay 
bill  for  crash  victims' "  (December  12), 
explains  how  the  Law  Commission 
proposes  dial  negligent  drivers 
slrould  be  singled  out  to  pay  for  their 
victims’  treatment  by  the  National 
Health  Service. 

The  iflogicaliiy  of  this  proposal  is 
twofold.  First,  why  should  only  the 
NHS  be  allowed  id  recoup  costs  incur¬ 
red  as  a  result  of  an  accident?  Why 
should  not  the  fire  services  and  police 
be  allowed  to  charge  for  their  involve¬ 
ment?  Indeed,  why  should  not  other 
road  users  suffering  delay  and  incon¬ 
venience  be  allowed  to  charge  for  their 
losses? 

Second,  why  should  motorists  be 
singled  out?  No  one  intends  to  be  neg- 
Dgent  The  negligent  motorist  is  no 
more  blameworthy  than  the  person 
who  requires  treatment  after  falling 
down  his  own  stairs. 

In  my  view  the  logical  extension  of 
the  Law  Commission's  proposal  is 
that  the  National  Health  Service  be 
privatised.  Such  a  policy  may  be  per¬ 
fectly  acceptable  to  the  present  Gov¬ 
ernment  bur  would  be  a  strange  policy 
for  the  Law  Commission  to  pursue. 

-  Yours  sincerely, 

MICHAEL  GOULD 
(Senior  lecturer).  Law  School 
Staffordshire  University, 

Leek  Road, 

Stoke-on-Trent,  Staffordshire. 
December  13. 

From  Mr  John  C.  Banks 

Sir,  It  is  proposed  that  the  NHS  be 
able  to  claim  an  estimated  £120  mil¬ 
lion  per  year  in  compensation  from 
those  who  cause  road  traffic  accidents, 
of  which  £20  million  to  £30  million 
would  be  swallowed  up  in  costs  of 
administering  the  system. 

Of  course  the  money  would  actually 
be  recovered  from  the  insurers  and  it 
is  reasonable  to  assume  that  they 
would  incur  similar  costs.  These  costs 
would,  in  turn,  be  recovered  through 
increased  premiums,  paid  not  only  by 
die  guilty  but  by  all  of  us. 

Thus  the  NHS  would  be  enriched 
by  about  £100  million  at  a  cost  to  the 
motorist  of  about  £150  million,  paid 
out  of  taxed  income.  By  my  estima- 
.  don.  this  represents  about  £200  mil¬ 
lion  of  untaxed  income. 

As  an  alternative  we  could  give  the 
NHS  the  £100  million  with  no  addi¬ 
tional  administration  cost,  financed 
out  of  general  taxation,  and  therefore 
paid  by  all  taxpayers  out  of  their  un¬ 
taxed  income.  Nearly  all  motorists  are 
taxpayers,  and  relatively  few  taxpay¬ 
ers  are  non-motorists. 

The  proposed  scheme  is  an  un¬ 
believably  inefficient  way  of  funding 
tbe  NHS,  but  a  wonderful  way  of 
funding  administrators  and  the  legal 
profession. 

Yours  faithfully, 

J.  G  BANKS, 

23  Dovedale  Road, 

West  Bridgford,  Nottingham. 
December  12. 

From  Mrs  Jane  Hodges 

Sir,  As  well  as  having  drivers  pay  for 
the  injuries  sustained  by  road  acd- 
deni  victims,  what  about  making 
those  suffering  from  self-inflicted 
ones  pay  too?  I  would  include  among 
these  smokers  and  abusers  of  drugs  or 
aicohoL 

Yours  faithfully. 

JANE  HODGES, 

18  Gloucester  Road. 

Walsall,  West  Midlands. 

.  December  14. 

From  Mr  John  Lomas 

Sir,  You  carried  the  report  about 
transferring  the  cost  of  traffic  accident 
injuries  from  the  NHS  to  the  insurers 
on  the  same  day  as  a  report  on  the  ma¬ 
jor  traffic  jam  caused  in  London  by  a 
lorry  colliding  with  a  gantry  at  the  en¬ 
trance  to  tiie  Blackwall  Tunnell. 

Is  there  not  a  case  for  tile  haulage 
companies  to  pay  for  delays  caused  by 
this  sort  of  incident? 

Yours  faithfully, 

JOHN  LOMAS, 

Spratton  House,  Chapel  Lane. 
Newboraugh,  Staffordshire. 

December  13. 


Straw  poll 

From  Mr  Charles  Bawerman 

Sir,  I  was  intrigued  to  read  Mr  John 
Cryert  letter  (December  11)  art  incon¬ 
siderate  drivers  of  farm  vehicles.  I 
have  just  taken  a  tractor  (with  visible 
numberplates]  to  our  local  dealer  for 
a  service.  Naturally  I  pulled  over 
whenever  possible  to  let  following 
traffic  past,  and  was  interested  to  note 
that  of  44  vehicles  only  16  drivers  saw 
fit  to  acknowledge  my  action,  repre¬ 
sented  thus:  tin  one  motorcycle;  eight 
out  of  nine  lomes;  not  one  of  the  three 
white  vans;  and  only  seven  of  the  31 
cars. 

Is  the  ability  to  show  common  cour¬ 
tesy  part  of  the  HGV  and  motorcycle 
licence  tests,  or  is  it  simply  that  many 
car  and  van  drivers  pay  so  linle  atten¬ 
tion  to  other  road  users  that  they  were 
simply  unaware  of  my  actions? 

Yours  faithfully, 

GH.  bowerman; 

6  Swan  Cottages,  Fewsey.  Wiltshire. 
December  12.  . 


With  tiie  postal  delays  that  often 
occur  at  tins  time  of  year,  it  is  useful, 
where  possible,  for  letters  to  be  faxed 

to  0171-782  5046.  Please  give  contact 

telephone  numbers. 


From  Mr  Philip  Ziegler 

Sir,  Mr  Michael  Ryan's  letter  of  Dec¬ 
ember  9  [see  also  articles.  December 
4. 10]  accepting  as  established  truth 
the  wilder  assertions  of  stray  German 

functionaries,  confirms  his  deter¬ 
mination  to  pill  the  blackest  possible 
interpretation  chi  anything  the  un¬ 
fortunate  Duke  of  Windsor  said  or 
(fid. 

To  take,  for  instance,  the  Duke’s 
alleged  betrayal  of  Allied  battle  plans 
to  the  Germans  in  the  winter  of  19-40: 
this  rests  on  the  unsubstantiated  gos¬ 
sip  of  Count  Zech,  German  Minister 
to  The  Netherlands,  who  cited  the 
Duke  as  the  source  of  information 
about  Allied  troop  movements  in  the 
event  of  a  German  invasion  of  Bel¬ 
gium.  Zech  gave  no  indication  of  how 
he  came  by  this  intelligence,  nor  to 
whom  the  Duke  might  have  been  talk¬ 
ing. 

The  “information''  which  the  Duke 
was  supposed  to  have  provided  was  in 
fact  the  direct  opposite  of  what  he 
must  have  known  to  have  been  the 
truth.  From  this  one  might  deduce 
that  the  Duke  was  taking  pan  in  a 
cunning  deception  operation.  More 
plausibly,  one  might  dismiss  the 
whole  story  as  a  mare's  nest  1  do  not 
see  how  it  can  be  read  as  proving  that 
he  was  a  traitor. 

Nor  did  tiie  Duke  express  “pro- 
Hitler  sentiments”  to  the  American 
journalist,  Fulton  Ourslen  he  argued 
that  Britain  could  not  win  the  war  and 
that  a  “Ptix  Americana"  was  the  best 
hope  for  humanity.  Though  his  alti¬ 
tude  was  defeatist  and,  as  it  turned 
out,  misguided,  it  was  not  treason¬ 
able. 

The  new  releases  from  the  Public 
Record  Office  do  not  confirm  in  “ex¬ 
traordinary"  or  any  other  detail  the  al¬ 
legations  as  to  the  Duke’s  treachery 
made  in  Mr  Ryan's  lamentable  Chan¬ 
nel  4  programmes.  I  am  sorry  to  dis- 


Human  rights  court 

From  Lord  Alexander  of  Weedon. 
QC.  Chairman  of  Justice 

Sir.  Your  excellent  leading  article 
today  on  tiie  Saunders  judgment  in 
the  European  Court  of  Human  Rights 
prompts  two  further  thoughts. 

First,  the  judgment  is  a  timely  and 
salutary  reminder  that  continental 
European  institutions  can  often  make 
a  worthwhile  rivflising  contribution  to 
maintaining  and  enhancing  our  own 
national  values. 

Secondly,  our  citizens  still  have  to 
take  their  daims  under  the  European 
Convention  to  the  Court  in  Stras¬ 
bourg.  Why?  Because  successive  gov¬ 
ernments  have  persistently  decimal  to 
incorporate  the  Convention  directly 
into  our  own  law.  So  our  own  judges 
are  powerless  to  rule  on  it 
The  time  has  surely  at  last  crane 
when  we  should  patriate  what  is  now 
de  facto  our  most  important  constitu¬ 
tional  document  and  trust  our  own 
judges  to  apply  it. 

Yours  sincerely. 

ROBERT  ALEXANDER. 

Chairman  of  Council. 

Justice, 

59  Carter  Lane.  EC4. 

December  18. 


Countryside  clutter 

From  Mr  Anthony  Steen,  MP  for 
South  Hams  ( Conservative ) 

Sir,  The  Council  for  the  Protection  of 
Rural  England  is  right  to  suggest  that 
a  rising  tide  of  duner  could  kill  the 
countryside  (report,  December  %  but 
we  should  not  conclude  from  this  that 
in  order  to  preserve  the  countryside  it 
needs  to  be  kept  as  a  museum  piece. 

The  country  is  a  dynamic  organism 
which  only  prospers  if  people  Irving 
and  working  there  have  the  opportun¬ 
ity  to  thrive.  In  many  rural  areas,  this 
Government's  desire  to  deregulate 
signposting  has  already  proved  im¬ 
portant  for  those  enterprises  off  the 
beaten  track,  including  tourist  attrac¬ 
tions  whose  survival  depends  upon 


Saving  St  Pancras 

From  Mr  G.  M.  Wedd 

Sir,  I  support  the  plea  from  the  Victor¬ 
ian  Sodeiy  that  the  historic  buildings 
at  St  Pancras  Station  be  given  the 
maximum  statutory  protection  (letter, 
December  6;  see  also  letters,  Novem¬ 
ber  29,  December  3|. 

After  many  years  in  the  doldrums, 
the  buildings  of  the  Gothic  Reviv  al  are 
now  valued  as  they  should  be.  and  I 
do  not  suppose  that  the  magnificent 
Scott  front  of  St  Pancras  is  under  any 
immediate  threat.  But  public  taste  is 
fickle,  and  one  can  easily  forsee  a  time 
when  people  are  pointing  out  quite 
correctly,  that  buildings  like  this  are 
not  economical  to  run  and.  being  old, 
are  expensive  to  maintain  and  repair; 


Socks  washed? 

From  Mrs  Jackie  Mortise y 

Sir,  Yesterday  1  very  much  enjoyed  an 
infant  school's  Christinas  production. 
My  delight  was  compounded  when,  at 
the  end,  the  Headmaster  stood  up  to 
thank  everyone  and  remarked  that  as 
the  huge,  beautifully  costumed  cast 
filed  past  the  dozen  or  so  little  shep¬ 
herds  had  moved  him  to  coin  a  new 
collective  noun:  a  nativity  of  tea  towels 

Yours  faithfully, 

JACKIE  MORRISEY. 

2  Codringron  Place,  Clifton,  Bristol. 


appoint  him,  bur  nor  would  the  con¬ 
tents  of  the  royal  archives. 

Yours  faithfully. 

PHILIP  ZIEGLER, 

22  Cottesmore  Gardens,  W8. 
December  9. 

From  Mr  Tom  Hawkins 

Sir.  If  only  the  "vital  role  of  The 
Times”  in  the  Abdication  affair  had 
been  directed  to  the  earth-shattering 
events  then  taking  place  in  Germany, 
you  might  well  have  had  something  to 
crow  about  (“Edward,  Mrs  Simpson 
and  The  Times",  December  10). 

What  a  pity  Geoffrey  Dawson  did 
not  use  his  “fluent  and  pitiless  pen"  to 
expose  the  growing  threat  of  Hitler, 
and  his  preparations  for  war.  Whilst 
happy  to  make  a  pompous  meal  of  a 
comparatively  trivial  piece  of  our  his¬ 
tory,  Dawson  deliberately  suppressed 
reports  from  Germany  which  might 
well  have  compelled  Baldwin  and  the 
other  appeasers  to  face  facts. 

The  engine  that  drove  the  Abdica¬ 
tion  was  on  the  wrong  line. 

Yours, 

T.  H.  HAWKINS. 

32  Virginia  Beeches, 

Virginia  Water.  Surrey. 

From  Mr  John  W.  Heren 

Sir.  The  proof  of  The  Times  leader  of 
December  3,  1936,  was  delivered  by 
me  to  No  10  Downing  Street  at 
10.30pm  on  the  previous  evening.  In 
my  presence,  Mr  Stanley  Baldwin 
pennai  some  marginal  comments 
and  the  proof  was  returned  to  Printing 
House  Square  by  1 1.15pm.  The  presses 
rolled  at  11.45pm. 

I  delivered  the  proof  by  taxi 

Yours  etc, 

JOHN  W.  HEREN. 

Rowan  Garth,  Saint  Ives  Road, 
Somersham,  Cambridgeshire. 


Workplace  bullying 

From  Lord  Monkswell 

Sir,  The  House  of  Lords  agrees  with 
Mr  Graham  Alien,  MP.  that  employ¬ 
ers  should  take  more  positive  action 
against  workplace  bullying  (letter, 
December  9). 

Last  week  they  gave  an  unopposed 
second  reading  to  my  Dignity  at  Work 
Bill.  The  aim  of  the  Bill  is  to  prevent 
bullying  at  work  by  requiring  employ¬ 
ers  to  develop  anti-bullying  policies 
and  practices  through  discussion  with 
their  employees.  If  bullying  does  oc¬ 
cur  employers  would  have  to  take  ef¬ 
fective  action  to  resolve  the  problem  or 
be  liable  to  pay  compensation  to  tiie 
victim. 

Bullying  at  work  is  bad  for  victims, 
bad  for  business  and  bad  for  society. 
It  costs  us  all  money  in  lost  productiv¬ 
ity,  extra  unemployment  benefit  and 
costs  to  the  NHS.  apart  from  the  price 
victims  pay.  I  hope  everyone  will  ag¬ 
ree  that  action  is  needed  to  reduce  the 
burden  bullies  at  work  place  on  us  all. 

Yours  sincerely. 

MONKSWELL 
(Chairman,  Campaign  Against 
Bullying  At  Work), 

House  of  Lords. 

December  9. 


their  whereabouts  being  known. 

In  this  way  the  innocuous  little 
brown  directional  sign  has  already 
helped  to  create  new  job  opportunities 
in  areas  such  as  Devon:  but  those  in 
charge  of  county  councils  must  bal¬ 
ance  the  long-overdue  liberalisation  of 
restrictive  tourist-sign  policy  with  a 
sensitivity  to  what  is  clearly  not  ac¬ 
ceptable. 

The  suggestion  by  Jonathan  Dim- 
bleby.  the  CERE'S  president,  that  the 
accumulation  of  small  changes  will 
inevitably  result  in  the  suburbanisa¬ 
tion  of  the  countryside  is,  i  believe, 
unfounded. 

Yours  faithfully. 

ANTHONY  STEEN. 

House  of  Commons. 

December  11. 


and  that  the  building  provides  only  a 
fraction  of  the  lettable  floor  space  that 
would  be  provided  by  a  modern  office 
block,  rising  no  higher  than  Scott's 
pinnacles. 

When  that  time  conus,  every  layer 
of  protection  will  be  necessary.  One 
only  has  to  think  of  the  Gothic  Revival 
buildings  we  lost  last  time  fashion 
turned  against  them. 

The  eastern  range  of  the  new  British 
library  building  has  a  roof-line  deli¬ 
berately  lowered  to  afford  a  view  of  St 
Pancras  from  the  library  courtyard.  It 
would  be  a  pity  if  this  ever  offered  only 
a  view  of  a  2010  office  block. 

Yours  faithfully, 

GEORGE  WEDD, 

The  lodge.  Church  Hill, 

High  Littleton,  Somerset. 


Cash  crisis 

From  Mr  Chris  Olding 

Sir,  Mr  R.  D.  Cohen  Oerter.  December 
13)  is  concerned  that  there  is  no  key¬ 
board  symbol  for  the  new  euro. 

May  I  suggest  (= 

The  open  bracket  would  signify  that 
we  don't  know  where  it  will  end  and 
the  equals  sign,  unresolved,  that  we 
don't  know  what  it  will  be  worth. 

Yours  faithfully, 

C.J.  OLDING, 

Stonecroft,  Rigton  HiO, 

North  Rigton,  Leeds,  West  Yorkshire. 
December  13. 


Painless  surgery 
pioneers  praised 

From  Professor  T.  E.  J.  Healy 

Sir,  President  Yeltsin's  recent  and 
much  publicised  cardiac  surgen 
would  have  been  quite  impossible,  in¬ 
deed  a  mere  fantasy,  had  it  not  been 
for  the  unsung  but  very  real  skill  and 
dedication  of  his  anaesthetists.  It  now 
seems  accepted  that  the  anaesthetist, 
though  the  guardian  of  the  patient's 
life,  should  be  ignored  and  remain  in 
obscurity. 

One  hundred  and  fifty  vears  ago  it 
was  not  so.  On  December  19.  IS46. 
ether  was  used  for  the  first  time  for  an¬ 
aesthesia  in  Britain  —  by  Mr  James 
Robinson  in  London  for  a  dental  ex¬ 
traction  and  by  Dr  William  Scon  in 
Dumfries  for  an  amputation.  Two 
days  later,  Robert  Lision.  a  famous 
London  surgeon,  carried  out  an  am¬ 
putation  of  the  leg  above  the  knee: 
again,  ether  was  used. 

Much  was  still  to  be  learnt  before 
the  skills  of  the  anaesthetist  would  be¬ 
come.  as  it  too  often  seems,  so  linle  es¬ 
teemed.  We  need  occasionally  to  re¬ 
member  the  horror  and  desolation  of 
conscious  patients  strapped  to  operat¬ 
ing  tables  undergoing  amputation  of 
limbs  or.  perhaps,  the  ripping  open  of 
their  abdomens  as,  in  the  case  of 
women  patients,  for  removal  of  ova¬ 
ries.  We  can,  I  sense,  hear  even  yet  the 
screams  of  those  who  suffered!  if  we 
listen  hard  enough. 

We  live  today  in  the  expectation  dial 
surgery  will  be  pain-free  and  that  we 
may  sleep  safely  and  awaken  protec¬ 
ted  by  the  anaesthetist.  Let  anaesthe¬ 
sia's  150th  anniversary  acclaim  those 
who  pioneered  it  and  those  who  con¬ 
tinue  its  advance.  The  wonders  of  sur¬ 
gery  stand  on  the  shoulders  of  anaes¬ 
thesia. 

Yours  faithfully. 

T.E.J.  HEALY 

(President,  Section  of  Anaesthesia, 
The  Royal  Society  of  Medicine). 

The  University  of  Manchester. 
Department  of  Anaesthesia. 
Manchester  Royal  Infirmary. 

Oxford  Road.  Manchester. 

December  18. 


Rackham  and  Ratty 

From  Mr  Derek  Hudson 

Sir,  Arthur  Rackham 's  drawing  of  Rat 
and  Mole  which  you  reproduced  to  ac¬ 
company  your  report  (December  9)  on 
the  near  extinction  of  the  water-vole 
was  the  last  drawing  he  ever  made. 
He  was  very  ill  with  cancer  in  1939 
and  had  great  difficulty  in  completing 
his  illustrations  for  The  Wind  in  the 
Willows,  which  meant  much  to  him. 

Having  finished  the  drawing  with 
difficulty  Rackham  discovered  there 
were  no  oars  in  the  boat  and,  though 
his  daughter  tried  to  persuade  him 
that  it  didn't  matter,  he  insisted  on 
putting  them  in.  Then  he  lay  back  ex¬ 
hausted  and  said:  "Thank  goodness, 
that  is  the  last  one".  And  so  it  proved, 
in  every  sense. 

Yours  faithfully. 

DEREK  HUDSON, 

7  Churchill  Road,  Guildford,  Surrey. 


Young  as  you  feel 

From  Mr  Donald  Cross 

Sir,  Feeling  reasonably  spry’  until  a 
few  moments  ago,  I  have  just  read 
about  the  iragic  death  of  a  62-year-old 
man  (News  in  brief,  later  editions, 
December  17).  In  June  I  celebrated  my 
71st  birthday.  It  was  a  terrible  shock, 
seeing  your  report,  to  realise  that  1 
have  been  "elderly"  for  little  short  of 
an  entire  decade. 

Yours  faithfully. 

DONALD  CROSS. 

9  Furze  Croft, 

Furze  Hill.  Hove,  East  Sussex. 
December  17. 


Mind  over  matter 

From  Dr  Jonathan  Olney 

Sir.  It  was  with  great  sadness  that  I 
learned  of  the  death  of  Dr  Harold  Ed¬ 
wards  (Obituary,  December  13). 

He  was  an  extremely  popular  Dean 
at  St  Mary's  Hospital,  Paddington, 
and  superbly  good  at  demonstrating 
clinical  signs  to  a  large  student  audi¬ 
ence  with  exactly  the  right  degree  of 
showmanship  that  neurologists  arc 
supposed  to  have. 

I  will  always  remember  the  occa¬ 
sion  when  a  student  left  his  motor¬ 
cycle  in  Dr  Edwards's  parking  space, 
the  only  named  space  in  the  medical 
school  garage.  The  Dean  simply 
drove  his  Rolls-Royce  motor  car  over 
the  offending  vehicle.  This  was  wjdejy 
accepted  as  the  only  possible  course  of 
action. 

Yours  faithfully. 

JONATHAN  OLNEY 
(Consultant  neuroradiologist). 

Old  Mill  House, 

Cowfold  Road,  Bolney,  Sussex. 


Head  gear 

From  Mrs  Nicolas  Chisholm 

Sir,  My  husband's  Christmas  present 
this  year  from  his  pupils  was  a  yellow 
hard  hat  "for  fortitude" 

Could  this  be  a  modem  replace¬ 
ment  for  the  mortar  board  and  would 
Mrs  Gillian  Shephard  approve? 

Yours  sincerely, 

AURiOL  CHISHOLM. 

The  Headmaster's  House, 

The  Yehudi  Menuhin  School, 

Stoke  d'Abemon, 

Cobham,  Surrey. 

December  lb. 


COURT  CIRCULAR 


BUCKINGHAM  PALACE 
December  18:  The  Duke  of 
Edinburgh.  Captain  General 
Royal  Marines,  today  attend¬ 
ed  a  Luncheon  for  past  and 
present  Colonels  Comman¬ 
dant  at  Admiralty  House. 
London  SWi. 

His  Royal  Highness.  Fel¬ 
low.  the  Royal  Society,  this 
afternoon  chaired  a  meeting  of 
the  Project  Science  Board  of 
Patrons  at  Buckingham 
Palace. 

BUCKINGHAM  PALACE 
December  18:  The  Duke  of 
York,  Colonel-in-Chief.  The 
Staffordshire  Regiment  (The 
Prince  of  Wales’s)  this  morn¬ 
ing  visited  Battalion  locations 
in  the  Closed  Border  Area. 
Hong  Kong. 

His  Royal  Highness  this 
afternoon  visited  the  Tsing 
Ma  suspension  bridge. 

The  Duke  of  York  after¬ 
wards  visited  Chek  Lap  Kok 
airport 

His  Royal  Highness  this 
evening  visited  the  Headquar¬ 
ters  of  the  Hong  Kong  Sea 
Cadet  Corps. 

The  Duke  of  York  later 
attended  a  Dinner  given  by 


Today’s  royal 
engagements 

The  Duke  of  Edinburgh,  as 
Patron  of  the  Ely  Cathedral 
Trust  Order  of  St  Etheldreda, 
will  attend  a  luncheon  at  the 
Deanery.  Ely  Cathedral,  at 
12_30. 

Princess  Margaret  will  attend 
a  gala  concert  given  by  John 
Dankworth  and  Cleo  Laine  at 
the  Stables  Theatre. 
Wavendon,  Milton  Keynes,  at 
8.00  in  aid  of  the  refurbish¬ 
ment  of  the  theatre. 


Service 

luncheon 

Royal  Marines 

The  Duke  of  Edinburgh.  Captain 
General  Royal  Marines,  was 
present  at  a  luncheon  for  Colonels 
Commandant  Royal  Marines  held 
yesterday  at  Admiralty  House. 
Major-General  John  Grey.  Repre¬ 
sentative  Colonel  Commandant, 
presided. 

Admiral  of  the  Heel  Lord  Lewin. 
KG.  Life  Colonel  Commandant 
and  Major-General  David 
Ptennefcuher.  Commandant  Gen¬ 
eral.  were  among  the  guests. 


the  Governor  at  Government 
House. 

ST  JAMES’S  PALACE 
December  18:  The  Prince  of 
Wales,  Colonel-m-Chief,  The 
Royal  Dragoon  Guards,  this 
morning  received  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Mark  Faulkner  upon 

relinquishing  his  appointment 
as  Commanding  Officer  and 
Li  eu  tenan  t-CoIond  Richard 
Cary  upon  assuming  the 
appointment 

His  Royal  Highness.  Presi¬ 
dent  Business  in  the  Com¬ 
munity.  afterwards  received 
reports  from  business  leaders 
who  have  taken  part  in  the 
“Seeing  is  Believing"  pro¬ 
gramme  at  St  James's  Palace. 

The  Prince  of  Wales  this 
evening  attended  the  Olympia 
International  Showjumping 
Championships  at  Olympia, 
London  SW5. 

KENSINGTON  PALACE 
December  18:  The  Princess 
Margaret.  Countess  of  Snow¬ 
don.  President  The  Friends  of 
the  Elderly,  this  afternoon 
attended  the  Society's  Annual 
Service  of  Thanksgiving  and 
Carols  at  St  Michaels  Church, 
Chester  Square.  London  SWI. 


Birthdays  today 

Sir  Antony  Buck,  QC,  former 
MP,  68;  Mr  Ross  Buckland, 
chief  executive.  Unigate.  54; 
Mr  Upamanyu  Chatteijee, 
novelist  37;  Mr  Timothy 
Eggar.  MP.  45;  Brigadier  L_J. 
Hams,  cartographer,  86:  Sir 
Brian  Hill.  president  Higgs 
and  HOI,  64:  Mr  Steven 
Isserlis,  cellist  38:  Mr  Syd 
Little,  comedian,  54;  Mr  Tim 
Parks,  novelist  42;  Major- 
General  R.  Bernard  Penford, 
80. 

The  Marquess  of  Querns  ber¬ 
ry.  70;  Mr  David  Rowe- 
Beddoe,  chairman.  Welsh 
Development  Agency,  59;  Sir 
David  Rowe-Ham,  former 
Lord  Mayor  of  London,  61; 
Professor  Christopher  Svnout 
Historiographer  Royal  in 
Scotland.  63;  Lord  Weir,  65. 

Lieutenancy  of 
Staffordshire 

The  Earl  of  Lichfield,  of 
Shugborough.  Stafford,  has 
been  appointed  a  Deputy 
lieutenant  for  the  County  of 
Staffordshire. 


School  news 


Mm  HDl  School  Foundation 
The  Court  of  Governors,  die 
School  and  the  Old  MiDhillians 
Club  join  in  offering  their  warmest 
wishes  and  congratulations  to  Dr 
JJS.  Whale,  Headmaster  1944-51. 
on  the  occasion  of  his  100th 
birthday. 

Sherborne  school 
The  Headmaster  of  Sherborne 
School  is  pleased  to  announce  the 
appointment  of  Dr  Christopher 
Greenfield  as  the  Principal  of  the 
International  Study  Centre  from 
September.  1997.  Dr  Greenfield, 
currently  Headmaster  of  Skkot 
School  cakes  over  from  Mr  Ralph 
Mowai  who  retires  after  17  years. ' 


William  Holme's  Grammar 
School 

The  Governors  are  pleased  to 
announce  the  appointment  of  Mr 
Bryan  Purvis,  as  Head  Master  of 
William  Hulmrt  Grammar 
School  in  succession  to  Mr  Patrick 
Briggs.  Currently  the  Head  of 
Altrincham  Grammar  School  for 
Boys,  Mr  Purvis  will  take  up  his 
appointment  on  September  1, 1997: 
Mr  Briggs  leaves  to  become  the 
Principal  of  Kolej  Tuanku  Ja’atar. 
Malaysia,  in  April  1997:  Mr  Mor¬ 
ris  Loveland,  the  Second  Master, 
will  be  Acting  Head  in  the 
interim. 


Forthcoming 

marriages 

MrRJ>-  Beadon 
and  Miss  GE.  Houston 
The  engagement  is  announced 
between  Richard,  Son  of  die  late 
Major  pacres  Beadon,  and  of  Mrs 
Rachel  Garrett,  of  London,  and 
Claire,  elder  daughter  of  Mr 
William  Houston,  of  Stavanger, 
Norway,  and  Mrs  Susan  Houston, 
of  Uppingham,  Rutland. 

Mr  D.H.G.  Bennett 

and  Mr*  J-S-  Prince 
The  engagement  is  announced 
between  David,  elder  son  of  Mr 
and  Mrs  Keith  Bennett,  of 
Aokautere.  New  Zealand,  and 
Jennifer,  younger  daughter  of  Mr 
Michael  Prince,  of  Oxshott,  Surrey 
and  the  late  Mrs  Lore  Prince. 

Mr  ACasunegfa 
and  Mbs  L  Morgan 
The  engagement  is  announced 
between  Andrew,  youngest  son  of 
Mr  and  Mrs  BQI  Cammegh,  of 
Crundale.  Kent,  and  Louise,  sec¬ 
ond  daughter  of  Mr  Christopher 
Morgan,  of  Saint  Satomin-tes-Apt. 
Vauduse.  France,  and  Mrs  Patsy 
Moqpuu  of  Fulham,  Ixxtdon. 

Mr  W.B.  Gibbs 
and  Miss  A  Hnrren 
The  engagemou  is  announced 
between  WiD,  elder  son  of  Mr  and 
Mrs  John  Gibbs,  of  Kensington. 
London,  and  Ashley,  only  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Mr  and  Mis  John  Human,  of 
Sdsdon,  Surrey. 

Mr  BJ.H.  Gray 
and  Miss  H.  Watford 
The  engagement  is  announced 
between  Benjamin,  only  son  of  Mr 
and  Mrs  John  Gray,  of  Barry. 
Scotland,  and  Helen,  only  child  of 
Mr  David  Watford,  of  Araersham, 
Buckinghamshire,  and  Mrs  Janet  . 
Watford-Salter,  of  Brussels. 
Belgium. 

Mr  J.M.  Hobday 
and  Miss  J.G  Egar 
The  engagement  is  announced 
between  Justin,  elder  son  of  Mr 
and  Mrs  Michael  Hobday,  of 
Kmgswood,  Surrey,  and  Justine, 
younger  daughter  of  Mr  and  Mrs 
William  Egar.  of  Addeton, 
Shropshire. 

Mr  E.H.  Jenkins 
and  Miss  CG  Hinchcox 
The  engagement  is  announced 
between  Hugo,  son  of  Mr  and  Mrs 
Michael  Jenkins,  of  Sevenoaks. 
Kent,  and  Claudia,  only  daughter 
of  the  late  Mr  Duncan  Hitchcox 
and  of  Mrs  Claire  Hitchcox.  of 
Beichamp  Walter.  Sudbury. 
Suffolk. 

Mr  AJ.R.  Johnston 
and  Miss  AG  Kervm 
The  engagement  is  announced 
between  Adrian,  eldest  son  of  Mr 
and  Mrs  John  Johnston,  of 
Helensborough,  Dunbartonshire, 
and  Alison,  daughter  of  Mr  and 
Mrs  Peter  Kervin.  of  Boumville. 
Birmingham. 

Mr  GET.  Lewis 
and  Miss  MJ.  Berg 
The  engagement  is  announced 
between  Charlie,  younger  son  of 
Mr  lan  Lewis,  of  Fordcombe. 
Kent,  and  Mrs  Palsy  Webb,  of 
Hailsham.  East  Sussex,  and 
MidieOe,  dder  daughter  of  Dr  and 
Mrs  Derek  Berg,  of  Sydney, 
Australia. 


Anniversaries 

BIRTHS:  William  Edward  Parry. 
Arctic  explorer.  Bath.  1790;  Sir 
Ralph  Richardson,  actor,  Chelten¬ 
ham,  1902;  Leonid  Brezhnev,  Presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Soviet  Union  1977-82. 
Dneprodzerzhinsk,  Ukraine.  1906; 
Edith  Piaf.  singer.  Paris,  1915: 
Earnonn  Andrews,  broadcaster, 
Dublin.  1922- 

DEATHS:  Vitus  Bering,  navi¬ 
gator,  Bering  Island,  1741;  Emily 
Bronte,  poet  and  novelist.  Haw¬ 
orth,  Yorkshire,  1848;  Joseph 
MaUord  William  Turner,  painter. 
London,  1851;  Sir  Paul  Vbno- 
gradofL  historian.  Paris.  1925. 
Henry  II  became  King  of  England. 
1154. 

Britain  and  China  signed  an 
agreement  for  the  return  in  1997  of 
Hong  Kong  to  China.  1984. 


Memorial 

services 


A  powerful  Laser  beam  lights  up  the  sky  above  Stockport  to  mark  the  opening  of  the 
Co-operative  Bank's  new  Pyramid  Building.  The  tight,  said  to  be  the  most  powerful 
laser  beam  in  Britain,  is  mounted  on  top  of  the  I20ft  high  building  and  can  be  seen 
from  12  miles  away.  The  bank’s  move  to  the  new  building  has  created  nearly  200  jobs 


Service  dinner 

HMS  Nottkwood 
Lieutenant-Command  er 
Trevor  Wright  presided  at  the 
annual  ladies’  night  dinner  of 
former  officers  of  the  HMS 
Northwood  Training  Depart¬ 
ment  held  last  night  at  the 
Army  and  Navy  Club. 

Dinners 

Royal  Society  of  St  George 
The  Lord  Mayor,  accompa¬ 
nied  by  the  Sheriffs  and  their 
ladies,  attended  the  Christmas . 
dinner  of  the  City  of  London 
branch  of  the  Royal  Society  of 
St  George  held  last  night  at 
the  Mansion  House.  Mrs 
Pauline  Halliday,  chairman, 
presided.  The  President  of  the 
Family  Division  and  the  Rev 
Basil  Watson  were  the  speak¬ 
ers.  Among  those  present 
were. 

The  High  Commissioner  for  Canada 
and  Mrs  MacLaien.  die  Ambassador  of 
Tunisia,  the  Recorder  of  London  and 
Lady  Vemey.  Mr  Alderman  and  Mis 
Gavyn  Arthur.  Mr  Alderman  and  Mrs 
David  Brewer,  the  Sword  Bearer,  the 
Masters  of  the  Wax  Chandlers', 
Bowers' and  Hornets*  Companies.  the 
Master  of  the  Guild  of  Freemen  of  the 
aqr  of  London  and  Mr  Perer  Halliday. 

Air  Force  Bond 
Air  Chief  Marshal  Sir  Michael 
Graydon,  Chief  of  the  Air  Staff, 
presided  at  a  dinner  gran  by  the 
Air  Force  Board  Standing  Com¬ 
mittee  and  their  ladies  at  the  RAF 
Club  last  night  to  mark  the 
retirement  of  Air  Marshal  Sir 
Roger  Austin,  Controller  Aircraft. 


Church  news 


Appointments 

The  Rev  Norman  Swainson, 
Rector,  Janow  Grange:  to  be 
Priest-m-chaxge  Cockfield  and 
Lynesack  (Durham). 

The  Rev  lan  Thurston, 
Parochus  of  the  Parish.  All 
Hallows  by  the  Tower:  to  be 
Vicar.  Holy  Trinity,  Totten¬ 
ham  (London). 

The  Rev  Barry  Tomlinson, 
Rector.  Great  and  Little 
Plumstead  w  Thorpe  End  and 
Witton:  to  be  also  Rural  Dean 
of  Blofield  (Norwich). 

The  Rev  Keith  Wilkinson, 
Headmaster  of  Kings  School, 
Canterbury:  to  be  also  an 
Honorary  Canon  of  Canter¬ 
bury  Cathedral  (Canterbury). 
The  Rev  John  Woods.  Priest- 
in-charge  (NSM),  Birdsall  w 
Langton:  to  be  Priest-in- 
charge  (NSM),  newly-created 
benefice  of  Settrinjgton.  w 
North  Griraston,  Birdsall  w 
Langton  (York). 

Resignations 
and  retirements 
The  Venerable  Ernest  Stroud, 
Archdeacon  of  Colchester 
(Chelmsford):  to  retire  April 
30,  1997.  and  then  to  be 
appointed  Archdeacon  Emeri¬ 
tus. 

Canon  Cedric  Bradbury,  Rec¬ 


tor,  Great  Massingham  w 
Little  Massingham  and 
Harpley;  Honorary  Canon  of 
Norwich  Cathedral,  and 
Priest-in-diarge.  Weasenham 
and  Weliingham  (Norwich):  to 
retire  January  31. 1997. 

Canon  Roy  Arnold,  Diocesan 
Communications  Officer, 
Chaplain  with  Deaf  People, 
and  an  Honorary  Canon  of 
Sheffield  Cathedral  (Shef¬ 
field):  to  retire  April '4, 1997. 
Canon  peter  Busan.  .‘Vicar, 
Southwokh:.  Chaplain,  to 
Southwold  Hospital  and  Sum¬ 
mer  Theatre^  and  an  Honor- . 
ary  Canon  of  St  Edmunds- 
bury  Cathedral  (St 
Edmundsbury  and  Ipswich): 
to  retire  February  28, 1997. 

The  Rev  Peter  Wrenn,  Chap¬ 
lain.  Solihull  School  Solihull 
(Birmingham):  to  retire  July 
31. 1997. 

The  Rev  Michael  Lippiatt, 
Vicar.  Holy  Trinity.  Jesmond 
(Newcastle):  retired  October 
31. 

The  Rev  David  Tompkins,  j 
Vicar.  Tockwith  and  Bilton  w  , 
Bickertnn  (York):  to  retire  I 
April  30, 1997. 

The  Rev  John  Whittaker,  part-  I 
time  Assistant  Curate,  Shill 
Valley  and  Broadshire  (Ox¬ 
ford):  to  resign  December  31. 


Lord  Fmsberg 

The  Lord  Qianodiorwas  present  at  a 
service  of  tftanlapving-for  the  life  of 

-  Lurd  Finsberg  hod  yesterday  at  the 

liberal  Jewish' Synagogue,  St  John's 
Wood. 

-  Rabbi  David  Goldberg  officiated. 

-  Mr  Donald  Lcapman.  cousin,  read 
Psalm  90.,  Vice-Admiral  Sir  Peter 
Buchanan.-  Master  of  the  Guild  of 


Exodus  IS:  13-26.  Mr  Philip  Wood. 
Chairman  of  the  Bcvin  Boys  Assori- 
adon.  read  Psalm  ai  and  Lord 
Wolfson  read  Psalm  IS. 

Cbunallor  Julian  Tobin.  Camden 
Council,  Mr  Adrian  Barnes.  Remem¬ 
brancer  of  the  Corporation  of  the  City 
of  London.  Sr  Anihaity  Durant.  MP. 
Leader  of  the  British  Defegatkm  to 
the-'  Cdundl  of  Europe  '  and  the 
Western  European  Union,  and  Mmc 
Lenr  Fischer.  President  of  the  Assem¬ 
bly  of  the  CoUnri)  of  Europe,  paid 
tribute. 

The  Prime  Minister  was  rcpre 
sailed  by  Mr  John  Ward.  MP.  and 
the  Speaker  by  Mr  Michael  Monts. 
Chairman  of  Ways  and  Means  and 
Deputy  Speaker.  The  Minister  of 
•  State.  Foreign  and  Commonwealth 
Office,  the  Prcadent  of  the  Assembly 
of  Western  European- Unxn.  the 
Secretary-General  of  the  Council  of 
Europe;  the..  Permanent  Repre¬ 
sentative  of  die  United  Kingdom  to 
the  Council  erf  Europe,  the  Lord 
Mayor  of  London,  the  Mayor  of 
Camden,  and  the  Deputy  Lead. 
Mayor  *  of .  Westminster  and  the 
Mayor  and  Deputy  Mayor  of  Milton 
KQtoes  attended. 

The  Chairman  of  the  Conservative 
Party  was  represented  by  Sir  Gra¬ 
ham  Bright. .  MP.  vice-chairman. 
Among  others  present  wens 
lady  Vlnsberg  prldow),  Mr  Patrick 
-  sarch,  Mr  Adam  Santo  and  Mr 
Christopher  Tomer  (jrepsorW).  Mr  and 
Mrs  Toby.  Cross.  Mis  Donald 
Lcapman. .  Mr  and  Mrs  Arthur 
Kauffman,  Mr  and  Mis  Malcolm 
Win  ton.  Mr  Marcus  Ward.  Mrs  Anne 
weaprerley  and  other  members  of  the 
family.  . 

The  Ambassadors  of  Macedonia. 
Croatia.  Albania,  Lithuania. 
Switzerland.  Turkey  and  Ukraine,  the 
Charges  d'affaires  for  Austria  and  the 
Slovak  Republic  the  Deputy  Head  of 
Mission  for  Hungary,  the  President  of 
the  LKlslaiive  Assembly  of  the  Turkish 
Republic  or  Northern  Cyprus  and 
representatives  or  the  Embassies  of 
Cyprus.  Sweden,  the  Czech  Republic. 
Greece,  the  Republic  at  Ireland. 
Romania.  Germany,  the  Netherlands. 
Poland  and  other  members  of  die 

IptomntJc  corps. 

The  Earl  of  Dundee,  viscount 
Montgomery  of  Alametn.  Lady 
wolfson.  Lord  and  Lady  claric  of 
KempsuxL  Lord  and  Lady  Shaw  of 
Nonhsiead.  Lord  CrlckfcowelL  Lord 
and  Lady  Fridman,  Lord  jenUn  of 
Rodlng.  Lord  and  Lady  KiiMiilL  Lord 
and  udy  Mackle  of  Benshle,  Lord 
Mutton  afXindtstarne,  Lord  Taylor  of 
Warwick.  Lord  weatherill.  Baroness 
Hooper.  Baroness  oppenbelm-Bames. 
Uinl  CIlnton-Davts.  Baroness  Miller  of 
Hendon. 

sir  John  cope.  MP.  and  Lady  Cope. 
Sir  John  Wheeler.  MP.  Mr  John 
Gammer.  MP.  sir  John  Stanley.  MP. 
Lady  Buchanan.  Lady  Durant,  sir 
Michael  Latham  <Cou  ndl  of  Christians 
and  Jewfl  with  members  of  the 
council:  sir  Andrew  Bowden.  MP. 
Dame  Peggy  Fenner.  MP.  Sir  Ralph 
Howell.  MP.  Sir  John  Hum.  MP.  Sir 


Jesscl.  MP 


Painux.  MP.  and  Lady  Pamlck.  Sir 
Sim*.  MP.  Sir  Brian  and  Lady 
,  — -  <  sir  Anthony  Grant  Sir 
Clifford  Chetwood. 

Sir  - Fergus  Montgomery.  MP.  Sir 
Michael  Neuben,  MP.  Sir  Keith  Speed. 
MP.  Sir  Anthony  Gardner,  Dame 
Simone  Prendergasr,  sir  Hugh  and 
Rossi.  .Sir  Edward  ana  Ladv 

- in.  sir  John  and  Lady  Loveridge. 

Sir  ldrls 
sir  lan  M 

MP,  Sir  wnftarn  van  Snau - — 

Michael  .  cmtecooper  (president, 
Kensington  ana  Chelsea  Conservative 
*sodaOon).  Mr  Peter  Fty.  MP. 

Sir  Michael  Latham  (Council  of 
Christians  and  Je«nl  with  surer  ■( 
Margaret  Shepherd  and  the  Rev  Erie 
Atlerc  Sir  David  and  Lady  Stringer,  sir 
Geoffrey  LelHi  [president,  JTampsfeaO  ' 
and  High  gate  Conservlarive 
Association)  and  Lady  Leigh  with  Mrs 
M  Harrison.  (patron)  and  oUrer 
members  or  ihe  association;  Mr  and 
the  Hon  Mrs  Allan  Chapman.  Mr. 
Edward  Kellen- Bowman,  MEP.  and 
Dame  Elaine  Kellen  . Bowman,  MP 
The  Chief  Commoner.  Colonel  John 
Ansell,  the  Vice-Chairman  of 
BucMneiiamsblre  county  council,  Mr 
and  Mrs  David  Miller  Sarch,  Mr  and 
Mrs  Michael  sarch.  Mr  Patrick  Sarch; , 
Councillor  Angela  Hooper.  Mrs  Elia 
Nelson,  Mr  Donald  St  mien.  Mr 
Richard  Alexander.  MP,  and  Mis 

. rDavid  Atkinson.  MP.  Mr 

MP.  and  Mrs  Daws,  Mr 

_ Dobson.  MP,  Mr  Peter  Hardy. 

MP.  Mr  Tim  Rath  bone.  MP.  and  Mrs 
Ralhbone.  Mr  wmiam  Morris. 

Mis  Philip  Wood.  Mrs  Julian  Tobin. 
Mr  Alderman  Gavyn  Arthur,  Mr  Bruce 
Farthing.  Mr  and  Mis  H  wtmbura 
Hodocfc.  Mrs  Elizabeth  Shindies.  Dr 
Christopher  ward.  Mr  John  Plans- 
Mills.  QC,  Mr  Rich  arc)  Caws.  Mr  John 
Harm.  Mr  Bernard  L  Morgan,  Mr 
Donald  du  Parc  Braham.  Mr  and  Mrs 
George  villlers.  Mrs  Lionel  Klne-Lewis, 
Mr  and  Mis  John  DudleyiMr  John 
Trusmm-Eve.  Mrs  E  Schindler.  Miss  J 
Lanjtdon.  Mr  Peter  Hardy.  MP.  Miss 
Helen  Manlp-Cee,  Mr  Keith  Best. 

Mbs  Judith  Barnes,  Dr  A  KAruorUsu. 
Mr  Richard  Alexander.  MP.  Mr  Toby 
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Chelsea).  Councillor  J  Turner 
Camden  TrostL  lfirMWiaelinir««m) 

asKBissMBSsajs” 

Major-General  Robert  Siavel 

ssnassigSSSSSs 

Ms  Rita  Adler  (chairman.  Liberal 
Jewish  synagogue)  with  cpnatCBMits 
of  ihe  synagogue;  Mr  Kenneth 
Durham  (HeadmasTer.  University 
College  school)  with  Mr  John 

of  me  Assembly  of  ihe 
council  of  Europe,  members  ot  ihe 
Coroa  ration  of  London. 

of  the  Bevin  Boys 

thclnnI.CW^oeSAe 


i-rr*iT.‘T  j.f ) 


Hoimir  Sable  a  Partners.  Great 
ifafversal  Stores,  the  City  Conservative 
Forum  and  ttu?  London  Non- 
DesrruaJve  Testing  company,  past 
and  present  staff  of  the  British 
Delegation  to  the  Council  of  Europe, 
and  and  many  other  parllamemaiy 
and  personal  mends,  colleagues  and 
former  constituents. 

Mr  Lars-Ake  Nilsson 

A  memorial  service  for  Mr  Lars-Ake 
Nilsson.  Ambassador  of  Sweden,  was 
bcU  yesterday  ai  Sv  Manin-m-ffie 
Fields.  The  Rev  Bernhard 
Sdiuhemano  officiated,  assisted  by 
.  ihe  Very  Rev  Lennart  Sjosrram.  of  the 
Swedish  Church.  London.  Mr.Roboi 
Carmack  and  Mr  Mdrten  Gnmditz. 
Charge  d 'Affaire.  a.i.  at  the  Swedish 
Embassy,  paid  tribute. 

The  Secretary  of  Stan  for  {foreign 
and  Commonwealth  Affairs  was 
represented  by  Sir  John  Birch.  The 
Secretary-General  of  the  Common¬ 
wealth.  the  farmanenf  Under-See- 
Tetaiy  of  State  and  Head  of  the 
Diplomatic  Service  and  the  Marshal 
of  the  Diplomatic  Corps  attended. 
Among  others  present  were: 

Mrs  NQsson  tyridow).  Mr  Wolfgang 
Panlce  and  Mrs  Keratin  Sossola 
(broxheMn-law  and  ristei).  Mr  and  Mrs 
Jan  Aroell  (brother-in-law  and  slsier- 
in-tawL 

The  Apostolic  Nuncio,  the 
Ambassadors  of  the  Azerbaijan 
Republic.  Belgium,  Bolivia,  Brazil, 
Croatia  and  Mrs  Clan-Sain.  me  Czech 
Republic.  Denmark.  France.  Ethiopia, 
Finland  and  Mis Salolalnen.  Hungary 
and  Mrs  AliQldy.  Iceland,  the  Republic 
of  Ireland.  I  raff  and  signora  Gailf. 
Japan.  Latvia  and  Mrs  Lusts,  Lithuania 
and  Mis  Paleckis.  Luxembourg. 
Macedonia  and  Mrs  NlkovsitT, 
Mozambique.  Myanmar.  Norway. 
Portugal,  Russia.  Senegal. 
Switzerland.  Turkey.  Ukraine  and 
Uruguay  and  SeOra  de  Fischer. 

The  High  Commissioners  for 
BariHutos.  Canada.  Cypres.  Lesotho. 
Namibia  and  Mrs  Ulema.  Papua  New 
Guinea,  Stem  leone,  Sri  Lanka  and 
Mrs  wtclcremeslnghe,  Tanzania. 
Tonga,  and  ZJm 
Chldeya.  toe  C 
Austria.  Chile, 

Republic;  Slovenia  and  Mis 
Venezuela,  the  Deputy 
Commissioners  of  Australia, 
and  Malawi,  toe  Acting  ■ 
Commissioners  of  Ghana  and 
Harford,  the  Maldives  and  Trln 
and  Tobago  and  Mrs  Edwards. 

The  Second  Secretary  (Cultural 
Affairs)  Argentine  Embassy,  the 
Second  Secretary  at  toe  Em  bossy  of  the 
Bahamas,  the  Deputy  C 
of  Egypt,  the  Etepuff  ci 
or  the  Netherlands  and  Baro 
PaJlandt.  toeDeptny  Head 
of  Thailand 
ChabcbJr  reha  idol  ,  i 
Plenlporenetay  of  Israe. 

Counsellor  of  the  JamaJ 
the  Minister  cou 
Kazakhstan  Emins 
Counsellor  ot  the  S. 

Mr  Dan  Turnqnisr 
Embassy),  toe  Consul 
Eritrea,  representative?  orthe  Em 
or  Bahrain  with  other  mem 
Diplomatic  Corps, 
viscount  cralgavon.  Lord 
ThamesTleld.  sir  Richard  and 
Luce.  Lady  (Archibald)  Ross,  Sir 
Stuart,  sir  Peregrine  Rhodes,  sir 
Tgmund  and  Lady  Sternberg,  mis 
.Aarten  Grundltz.  Mrs  Robert 
Comrade.  Mr  Jeremy  Greenstocfc.  Mr 
Rands  Richards,  Mr  Philip  Astley.  Mr 
Anthony  Layden.  Dr  Pehr  C 
GyDenhammar.  Mr  and  Mrs  John 
wool  fend  en.  Count  Bertll  Bemadotre. 
Lieu  tenant-colonel  and  Mrs  Charles 
Hartoun-smlth. 

Mr  and  Mrs  Geoffrey  smith.  Mr 
David  Am  ess.  MP.  Mr  Lionel  Altman. 
Mrand  Mrs  Staffan  Gadd.  Mr  Maurice 
DJanogly.  Dr  Cyril  Nemeth.  Mr  and 
Mrs  Anthony  spfnk.  Swedish 
Honorary  consuls. .represent lives  of 
toe  Swedish  Chamber  of  Commerce, 
toe  Swedish  Trade  Council,  the 
Swedish  school  the  Swedish  Travel 
and  Tourism  Council  wiih  many  other 
from  Britain  and  overseas 
Sweden 


BMDS:  0171  680  6880 
PRIVATE:  0171  481  4000 


PERSONAL  COLUMN 


TRADE:  0171  481  1982 
FAX:  0171  481  9313 


I  tan  caaddand  ray  way  of 
life  and  turned  back  to  yocnr 
instruction;  I  have  never 
delayed,  bat  always  made 
haste  to  keep  your  eoat- 
mandnxnabL  Psalm  119  : 
S9  JO- 

BIRTHS _ 

BOUH  -  On  18th  December  in 
Parle,  to  Amanda  (afe 
Hodon)  and  Thiacry,  a  sou, 

AmhmnrleHrer. 

Maria  d«e  aktaaS)  and 
Dominie  a  beautiful 

In>ta  Mmh  Mary 

DSMETTUADI  -  Tflcola  and 
Nicholas  are  delighted  to 
announce  the  arrival  of  their 
first  child,  a  son,  Aleal 
Nicholas,  on  December  14th. 


DEATHS 


George  XtavU. 
mad  of  Monag 


Andrew  and  brother  of 
Diana.  On  15th  December 


Anver  Arm  end,  born  at 
238pm,  on  December  14 
1990,  to  Tasneem 
I  Bertrand  Fremond  at 
Cllnlqne  Dee  Grangers  n, 
Geneva,  Ewltiexlaad.  WUght 
376  KGS.  Bright  51  CMS 
JBHOMS  -  On  Decern  her  6th 
1996  to  Louise  (nfe 
Mriffft)  and  lain,  a  son 
Robert  Henry,  a  brother  for 
Isabel. 

SSALLtoT-  On  6th  December  at 
The  Portland  Hospital  to 
Juliette  and  David,  a 
beautiful  daughter.  Bonn  if 
Adale  Jean,  a  sister  lor  Sonny 
ceils. 

Mu— 111 -On 9th  December,  to 
Sully  fade  Jones}  and 
Michael,  a  daughter, 
Alexandra  Mary  Alice,  a 
sister  for  Helena  and 
Victoria. 

ORR  -  cm  11th  December,  to 
Emma  (ntffl  Bird)  and 
Nicholas,  a  daughter, 
Katharine  Elizabeth  Anne. 
ROSSmBHAMaWORTHY  on 
TwwHiber  18th  to  Annette 
Julia  CtNe  Moon)  and 
Bulnhazd.  ■  son.  Charles 
Edward  Graham  Monty.  A  Mg 
welcome  Men  A 
VMJJUB  on  11th  Deirsibei 
.  ro  Gaff  (Mfo  de  la  Rn4  and 
Don  a  daughter  BUa 
EUxafieth _ 


DEATHS 


SR  -  Leslie  George 
iorX  died  suddenly  on 
i  Deeomber  1996,  aged 
Former  Director  at 
at*  tank  (tarwin 
ipT  Foamal  Service  at 
WOodtnle  Couaarislum, 
man.  on  Monday  23td 
saber  at  12  »®on- 
rers  ok  donations  to 
ados  cfo  EEaanlngtaQS 
teh  (D1Z73)  778733L 


bravely  with  dignity  and 
humour.  No  flowers  please. 
Cremation  private;  Memorial 
Service  to  be  held  on  23rd 
Jhnnaty  1997  at  St  Mary's, 
Albnry  at  1 1.30am. 
Donations  to  Marla  Carle 
Cancer  Care,  28  Belgrave 
Square,  SWI  and  Colon 
Oncer  Concern,  cf-  Chrises 
ti  Westminster  Hospital.  369 
Fulham  Road,  SW10L 


MSSOS  -  Held  Marshal  Sir 
lames,  peacefully  on  13th 
Derem  her  in  Ms  POth  yes*. 
Flense  no  letter*  and  no 
memorial  service,  at  his 


COBHUI  -  Patricia  Mary,  en, 
13th  December,  peacefully 
la  Norwich,  aged  vL  Funeral 
Service  at  St  lfarrfs  Cbmch, 
Brancaster  at  12  noon, 
Monday  23rd  December. 
Enquiries  to  J.  UjkoM,  40 
Creuam,  Hunstanton,  ml 
C014M3S3O421-  Family 
Bourns  only. 


GMVER8  -  Btaen  Mery 
McCann)  on  Sunday  13th 
December  at  Coy's  Hospital, 
London.  Deeply  loved  and 
missed  by  all  her  MmUy.  her 
many  friends  and  in 
particular  by  her  son, 
Thomas.  Requiem  Mass  at 
1  IDO  am  on  Friday  20th 
Dseember  at  St.  Stheldreda^ 
Church,  Ely  Place,  London, 
followed  by  burial  at  West 
Norwood  Cemetery,  Norwood 
Road.  London.  Flowers  and 
enquiries  to  Henry  Smith 
(Battersea)  Lid  Funeral 
Directors,  180  Battersea 
Park  Road.  London.  Tel: 
0171  622  4936.  Donations 
if  so  desired  to  Guy's  and  St. 
Thomas's  Trust  (Hadley 
Atkins). 


DAWSON -On  13th  December 
1996,  suddenly  at  St. 
Thomas’  Hospital,  London, 
Ronald  Derek.  A  loving 

devoted  father  of  Gemma 


Soa,em23td 


CARLISLE  -  Christopher,  died 
peacefully,  on  17th 
December,  after  a  short 
nines*.  Husband  of  Carol 
and  father  of  Isabel.  Lucy 
and  Nicholas.  Family 
funeral  MSaiihl  Sendee  at 
12  noun,  Saturday  18th  Jan¬ 
uary  1997,  at  HsSy  Trinity, 
Prince  Consort  Road. 
London,  SW7.  No  flowers. 
Donations  in  lieu  to  The 
Pedestrians  Association. 


C ARK-WALKER  -  On  17th 
December,  peacefully  after  a 

long  fl trims,  courageously 

fought,  aged  60  years. 
Richard  Carr-Wriker  much 
loved  husband  of  Jessica, 
lather  of  Paota  sod  Gregory, 
sen  of  Bens  sad  brother  of 
Carole  and  Diana.  A  service 
of  Thanksgiving  will  take 
place  at  St.  Nicholas  Canada, 
West  Tanfleld,  Rlpon, 
N.Torics,  on  Monday  23rd 
December  at  2pm.  Family 
flowers  only  please, 
dunatfcma  If  dashed  nay  he 
ghua  for  Cancer  Research  at 
the  loyal  Mazaden  Boapllal, 

London.  A  plate  provided  at 

the  sank*. 


Ian  Hugh  Cnapftfffl,  aged  66 

Stars,  of  Longparlsh, 
amps  hire.  Beloved 
husband  of  JIU,  dearly  loved 
father  of  Andrew  and 1 
grandfather  of  Robert., 
Funeral  at  at.  Nicholas' 
Church,  Longparlsh,  on 
Monday  23  id  December  at 
10.30am,  followed  by 

to  Howa  Sc  Son,  Funeral 
Directors.  Tab  (01635) 
298303. 


CRMS  -  James  Edwin,  on  the 
18th  December  1996. 
Zn  aritas  Professor  Of 
tedht  language,  Liverpool 
University,  peacefully  In 
bospfteL  Funeral  Sen  leu  to 
be  held  at  St  Saviours 
Church,  Oero«l  eieihiMfd, 
on  Monday  23zd  December; 
at  10.4 5 am,  followed  by 
cremation  at  Landlcan 
Crematorium.  Family 
flowers  only,  donortons  to 
Save  the  Children  Fund. 
Enquiries  to  T  A  Ban  Funeral 
Service,  tab  (0151)  652 
4974. 


DAWS  -  On  16th  December; 
peacefully  at  The  Xing's 
Head  Hurting  Home, 
Barnard  Cattle  (formally  of 
Eggtastone).  Edith  Ifar.jaist, 
aged  92  yeam-  Beloved  wife 
of  the  late  John.  Funeral 
Service  in  St-  Ronald’s 
Church,  Romaldklrfc,  on 
Saturday  2lst  Deceetoer;  at 
11.30am,  followed  by 
interment  ha  the  cemetery. 

Friends  pleas*  meet  al 
rtwrt.  Ratal  tribute*  may 
be  ant  to  Thom-  La*  & 
Sons  Funeral  Directors,  100 


may  be  sent  cfo  F.W  HOuse  ft 
Sons  F/D,  Lymlngton, 
Hampshire. 

FORSTER  -  Margaret  Joan 
(formerly  Baker,  nie 
MrmdryX  on  18th  December 
1996,  peacefully  at  St 
Chris  topher'a  Hospice. 


and  adored  mother  of  Helen. 
Sarah  and  Colette.  Funeral 
Service  at  St  Stephen’s, 


COUXJHOUM  -  Suddenly,  on 
16th  December  1996. 


an  24th  December  1996  at 
lODOam  fODowud  by  private 
tamHy  tmriaL  Family  flowers 
oaly;  donathms  If  desired  to 
imperial  Cancer  Research 

PnpdL 

FOSTER  -  Eric.  Beloved 
husband,  father  and  gramps. 
peacefully  at  home  la 
Onlieaham.  aged  75  years. 
Sendee  ax  Sl  Peters  Church. 
Lackhampua.  at  1245pm 
on  Monday  23  id  December. 
Enquiries  and  flower*  to 
Mason  ft  Stofcas,  64  Hewlett 


LAURIE  -  Suddenly  on  9th 
December,  James  Guthrie, 
dearly  loved  and  loving 
father  of  Madeleine  and 
grandfather  of  Kale  and 
Andrew.  Private  funeral  has 
taken  place  as  he  requested. 

PAftRETTE  -  Dorothy  Hay. 
peacefully  at  St  George’s 
■•treat.  West  Sussex,  In  her 
90  th  Tear.  Much  loved 
willow  of  Charlie,  mother  of 
Beryl,  Richard  and  Derek, 
grandmother  of  12  and 
meat-grandmother  of  13. 
Cremation  at  Wood  vale 
Crematorium.  Brighton,  on 
23rd  December  at  1045am. 
Family  flowers  only, 
donations  to  Alzheimer* 
Ptaaara  Society  c/o  »■*—" 
Funeral  Services,  223 
TifHlon  Road.  Brrxuess  unit 

TIDY  -  On  16th  December 
1996.  peacefully  In  her  90th 
year,  Beatrice  Mary  (Beal, 
wife  of  the  lau  Peter  Tidy 
MC.  Dreond  mother  of  Ana, 
lane.  Sue  and  Thomas. 


YOUNG  -  Dr  Richard  John, 
MM,  retired  TCI  employ**, 
died  suddenly  but 
peacefully,  on  Sto  DeeeiUfter 
1996,  In  England,  far  ■  local 
hospice,  aged  79  years. 
Devoted  haatand  to  the  late 

wmh^wn^  htfciw*ff 

Victoria,  husband  Martin 
and  grandpa  to  IsabeL 
Funeral  took  place  10th 
December  1996T 


INMEMORIAM  — 
PRIVATE _ 

MARSH  -  Billy  Marsh  19th 
lone.  1917  to  19th 
December,  1995  **Wlsblitg 
Tod  Were  Somehow  Hem 
Again'*.  So  sadly  ml  reed,  my 
lo*e  and  devotion.  Jan. 


TICKETS  FOR  SALE  ANTIQUES  & 

-  COLLECTABLES 

AMY  TICKET  oinatowL  Thyaoe. 

MetflMOt.  Prime  rale. 
„„„  Teh  0171  351  2434, _ _ 

FOR  SALE  ■  n  - 


SITUATIONS 

WANTED 


RENTALS _ 

MAMXA  VALE  X  badraom  Oat  m 
rant,  pbana  Chris  on  0171 
7274144. 


GIFTS 


FLIGHTS 

DIRECTORY 


isr-as-ss 
ssps* ttaa.e*00*”  — 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 


jzr&itossr-1- 


ee  fngm  a  hole 


-  1791-1990  other 


FLATSHARE 


6323  or  can  PMe  OfiOO 

aaoooo  _ 


Ltdt  0171-730  2201.  ARA 

2S7Q3  IA3WAT0I.  13SS. 
awmUNV  Deny  hnr  COM  enghu 
and.  hotel  aceomdatloa.  An 
.  radge QCjfiwisu Travel Cwme 
®1®3  429  2900.  ABTA  90S8S 
ATM.  2977  IAEA. 


WANTED 


01380  860039 


law.  Aden 
Tamsin, 


rrieand 
private.  A 


Lnoae.  cwiaatkm  novate.  A 
Tbanlsglrixig  Sovtc*  vdn  be 
hrid  at  Holy  Trinity  Church, 
Braariey,  Surrey,  at  12D0 
noon,  on  Saturday  4th 


COATS.  Out  coals  paw¬ 
ed  Bart  price  paid.  An 
liiaAUcafl*  Bar  Wo  1734 


PM  1HO-I  elochav.  Itean.  laea. 


POWER  TO 
CHEAT  DEATH 

Wit  da  Kkkwy  lueeerefi  nraa 
ttaen.  So  do  tagadea. 


r  0171 229  9618  I 


OVERSEAS  TRAVEL  SITUATIONS 
====^=  VACANT 


Timm.  Mata.  BrariL 


FXAMKLVN  WHJJAUS  -  See 
Williams 

HStHHU  -  Lena  (Akehumt}, 
paaoafuny  ms  Tmam.  an  MO 
December.  Wife  of  Tony  and 
mother  of  Jean.  Gesrid,  John 
and  Anthony,  also  loving 
grandmother  and  great- 


Breakspear  Crematorium. 
RtdsBp,  Wist  Chapel.  23id 
December  at  12JSjmi.  Mo 
flowers.  If  desired  dema  dona  ' 
to  Marie  Curia/MacMlllan  1 
Nurses. 


aged  96,  suddenly  but 
peacefully,  at  The  Prince 
George  Duke  of  Kent 
Nursing  Hama  ariria&umt. 
on  Hobday  lath  December. 
Much  loved  husband  of  the 
late  Mary,  father  of  David 
and.  the  late  Michael, 
grandfather  and  great- 

araral father.  Funeral  Senior 
and  eriehmtion  at  hi»  lifts  to 
be  bald  at  10.15  am,  on 
Friday  20th  Itacember  at  St 
Michael  and  All  Angels 
Church,  Wilmington, 
Hertford,  Kent,  followed  by 
priratB  cremation.  No 
fknrea  please,  dtmatioas  If 
desired  to  RJULLcfo  Messrs. 
H.  Copeknd  ft  Son  Ltd.  9 
Baemley  Road.  Beckenham. 
Kenv  8JS3  6NT. 


flower*  only. 

VDN  S7BUKI  -  Paul  Earns. 
dlad  peacefully  at  Urn  heme 
In  Oxfordshire,  on  16th 
December  1996.  Private 

WHtTFORD  .  On  16th 
December  1996,  Katherine 
Ellen  (Pat),  aged  79. 
peacefully  after  a  leng 
Ulnesa  so  bravely  fought. 
Most  dearly  beloved  wife  of 
Percy  and  devoted  and 
dearly  loved  mother  of  Dr 
Francis  Peter.  Service  at 
DefChet  Perish  Church,  at 
I  lam,  on  Saturday  28th 
Dstnroher  1996,  thereafter 
cremation  at  Slough 
Crematorium.  Family 
flowers  only  please. 
Donations  If  desired  to 
and  Dttnte 

newspaper  irfi  B  Sagemt  ft 
Son  Funeral  Directors,  40 
Church  Street,  Slough,  SL1 
in. 


WfljJAm  *  On  Monday  16di 
December  1996,  Nancy 
Mfflams  MBE  (nte  DavhO. 
loved  wife  and  friend  of  the 
Late  Arthur  Franklyn 


Uwixa  01874  690390 
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taaqjenstve  Cw  Khe  AvMriKe 
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Now  booktog  Simmer  07 
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itajhiuuif  rhu;3v  Ma.  ssma 


'  rjCaBanTi 
iMKOtoq 


Rw  Hattons  Angby  97 
Ptttogton  Cup  FM 
Lori  ofrfn  Daraa.  Rhtnteicx. 

Uni  ftinr,  KuhSMnr, 
Ptmtari,  Saigon,  Suad  etc. 
Alc/cacLFrMdeftwy. 


TICKETS 


teesbrra_ 

toPWnui 

EM 

S3B  MSB 

CBB 

EWOrMcea 

OBMl 

EBB 

ntaae 

EBB 

tniere 

Eta 

DSOtonds 

eras 

OSCmdi 

EBB 

Call  us  now  on  freefone 

0800 19 19 19 


private  funeral  home  of  W 
lames  ft  Sens,  Fownon. 
runetnl  an  Monday  23 td 
December  1996,  at  Mid 
Glamorgan  Crematorium, 
Bridgend,  at  230pm.  BmHy 
flowers  only  may  be  sent  to 
the  funeral  borne. 
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SPORTS  TICKET 
SFECtAmrs 


Far  j  fees  no  obligation  quote. 

•  Next  Jfk'  install  lion  ji-alidHe  nji  ionivkk-. 

■  Buy  dinxi  from  the  manufaqurer.  1  . 

•  Thousands  of  satisfied  tusiomcn.  .  J 
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GIVE  YOUR  LIFE-  A. 'LIFT 


ANNOUNCEMENTS 

SSlMraiaiiiraHroMn  CMtiauKa  Erehsf  "  Wl- 

■n _ , _ _  glWHwinfrcratirt  • 

TS“S,,1SS,“2££  wwiouiixiw 
tritoujre5rmreo.pSKra.449-  (OragHuintS) 

3006  «1MkySwriteri-WVJW 


GIFTS 


CASTLE  COMBE  SKID  PAN 

Uero  howto  oonbol  a  car  kiwatar  icy  conations. 
W.  povrfeiha  cam  and  tatrucrion.  Halfdsy 

coureeta  great  tur  and  co*trC4fl  JO 
GOT  VOUCHERS  FOR  THE  COURSE  MAKE 
EXCELLENT  CHRISTMAS  PRESENTS 
Cum  OombtSKdPui,  Canto  OondmOtaA'Oilpponhmn, 
WHahinSttPirEX 
Teb  (01249)  782101  , 
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THE  TIMES  THURSDAY  DECEMBER  19 1996 

Obituaries 


Joe  Coral  bookmaker 
aod  former  head  of  the 

Coral  Lrisnxtc  Grppp, 
died  on  December  16 
92.  He  was  bora  on 
December  H, 1904. 

The  rise  of  Joe  Cora] 
from  a  workaday  lay¬ 
er  of  odds  in  the 
inrerwar  years  at  the 
White  City,  Harringay  and 
Clapton  dog  tracks  to  becom¬ 
ing  one  of  the  three  biggest 
names  in  bookmaking  in  Brit¬ 
ain  was  one  of  those  feats  of 
modem  commerce  which  had 
a  transtlantic  touch  about  it. 
Joe  Kagarfitski  was.  a  father¬ 
less  JVtlish  immigrant  boy, 
both  of  whose  arms  were 
crippled  by  pofio.  The  slogan 
he  invented  to  sell  himself: 
“Never  a  quarrel,  bet  with 
Coral"  was  of  that  delightfully 
simplistic  order  intended  to 
indicate  that  this  remarkable 
man.  unlike  most  tycoons  of 
the  business  world,  never 
made  an  enemy. 

But  a  man  who  had  begun 
life  running  bets  for  a  local 
bookie,  before  realising  that 
working  for  someone  else  was 
a  mug's  game,  was  bound  to 
come  into  confrontation  with 
the  “heavy"  men  of  die  betting 
business.  He  made  his  pitch 
on  the  largely  gang-controlled 
London  dog  tracks  of  the  1920s 
when  he  stood  up  to  an  Italian 
gang  who  thought,  that  they 
were  the  kings  of  the  patch. 
“When  Derby  Sabini,  who 
was  head  of  the  gang,  de- 
manded  money  or  else,  I 
shoved  an  (rid  rusty  pistol  that 
wasn’t  even  loaded  info  bis 
guts  and  told  him  ‘F***  off  or 
you  11  get  this  through  the 
belly’,  ”  he  was  later  to  recall 
That  single  act  established  Joe 
Coral's  “street  cred"  in  no 
uncertain  terms  and  he  had  no 
problems  at  that  level  of 
operation,  again. 

It  was  the  beginning  of  die 
foundation  of  an  empire  that 
was  to  expand  dramatically, 
with  betting  shops  aross  the 
country.  From  there  Coral 
went  into  bingo,  casinos  and 
hotels.  But  die  latter  were  to 
prove  his  downfall  when,  alter 
enjoying  a  position  only  just 
behind  Ladbrokes  and  Wil¬ 
liam  Hill  in  die  1970s,  Coral 
was  taken  over  by  the  Bass 
group  in  1981,  .  . 

Joe  Kagarfitski  was  bom 
into  a  Jewish  family  in  the  Rale 
of  Settlement  in  die  western 
part  of  -die  Russian  Empire. 
His  father  died,  but  hi?  ttxttb.-. 


JOE  CORAL 


19 


er  succeeded  in  bringing  the 
family  to  London,  where  they 
arrived  penniless  and  unable 
to  speak  a  word  of  English. 

life  on  the  streets  of  En¬ 
gland’s  and  the  Empire's  capi¬ 
tal  in  the  years  before  the  First 
World  War,  .if  not  subject  to 
die  pogroms  of  Russia,  was 
still  nasty,  brutish  and  often 
not  of  long  duration.  Polio 
which  crippled  both  of  Joe 
Coral’s  arms  did  not  appear  to 
improve  his  prospects.  •  . 

At  14  he  left  school  having 
grasped  die  language  and  the 
rudiments  of  mathematics,  in¬ 
cluding.  most  importantly  for 
his  subsequent  progress,  the 
lesson:  “That  two  and  .twp 


sometimes  make  five  and  that 
it's  the  one  point  profit  that 
matters.” 

Working  as  office  bay  for  a- 
firm  of  fighting  manufacturers 
in  Grays  Inn  Road  he  was 
soon  Introduced  to  betting.  Is 
die  early  Twenties,  this  was 
still  a  shady  world  of  street 
bookmakers  equipped  with 
bags  that  had  built-in  docks  to 
time  wagers.  Police  were  per¬ 
petually  (fo  the  lookout  for 
diem  and  for  their  runners. 
Coral  became  a  bookie's  run¬ 
ner,  dispatched  each  day  to 
place  the  firm's  bets. 

It  did  not  take  long  for  him 
to  realise  that  winners  were 
very  few  «and  for.  between,  nor 


to  reach  the  conclusion  that  he 
could  make  a  profit  if  he  stood 
the. bets  himself  with  a  “float” 
of  the  £5  he  had  received  in 
at  his  Bar  Mhzvah.  Soon 
was  concentrating  on  this 
private  enterprise  activity  to 
an  extent  which  earned  him 
the  sack.  But  Coral,  bookmak¬ 
er,  was  on  his  way. 

By  the  time  of  the  General 
Strike  of  1926.  he  had  hired  a 
room  at  a  Stoke  Newington 
billiards  chib  and  two  run¬ 
ners.  Next,  he  acquired  pitches 
at  various  dog  trades,  and  by 
the  time  war  came  in  1939,  he 
was  advertising  himself  as 
“North  London's  premier 
bookmaker”  was  smoking,  the 


big  cigars  obligatory  to  his 
popular  image  and  was  driv¬ 
ing  around  in  a  large  Ameri¬ 
can  limousine. 

•  When  the  Second  World 
War  broke  out  Cora]  could  not 
serve  in  the  Armed  Forces  in 
any  capacity  because  of  his 
childhood  polio  -  disability. 
Closing  down  his  office,  he 
evacuated  his  family  from 
London.  He  had  been  left  with 
had  debts  when  some  of  his 
agents  let  him  down,  but  by 
1942 he  had  bounced  back  and 
reopened  in  Stoke  Newington. 
In  1944  he  made  a  £5,000 
profit  on  the  Waterloo  Cup. 
Thar  was  (he  breakthrough 
'  which  enabled  him  to  move  to 
the  West  End  of  London. 
Business  was  good  except  in 
1947,  when  firm  going  caused 
a  succession  of  winning 
favourites,  a  £30.000  loss,  and 
temporary  retreat  to  Stoke 
Newington.  But  Coral  was 
again  in  the  West  End  well  in 
time  for  the  next  important 
development:  the  legalising  of 
betting  for  the  ordinary  punter 
with  the  advent  of  bating 
shops  in  the  early  1960s. 

From  then  on,  despite  Cor¬ 
al's  early  doubts,  the  business, 
with  die  help  of  two  of  his 
sons,  Bernard  and  Nicholas, 
expanded  in  spectacular  fash¬ 
ion.  Coral  Leisure  Group  grew 
into  an  organisation  owning  a 
big  chain  of  betting  shops  wuh 
a  multi-million  pound  turn¬ 
over  and  was  one  of  the  first 
bookmaking  firms  to  go  pub¬ 
lic.  In  the  rmd-Seventies  it  was 
merged  with  the  Mark  Lane 
Group  and  ranked  with  Wil¬ 
liam  Hill  and  Lad  brake’s  as 
the  other  one  of  the  “Big 
Three".  But  diversification 
into  other  activities  such  as 
casinos,  bingo  and  hotels  and 
the  eventual  loss  of  its  casino 
licence  brought  a  takeover 
from  the  Bass  Group  early  in 
1981. 

Nevertheless,  Joe  Coral  was 
made  president  for  the  rest  of 
his  file.  In  retirement  in  St 
Marylebone  he  maintained 
his  enthusiasm  for  charity 
work  —  and  die  more  than 
occasional  flutter.  Ironically, 
he  always  said  that  the  race¬ 
track  was  the  place  he  least 
liked  to  place  a  bet  himself.  “1 
haven’t  placed  a  bet  since  the 
war,”  he  said  a  few  years  ago. 
“If  I  want  to  bet  III  do  it  on 
bridge  or  billiards.  At  least 
they’re  games  of  skill.” 

He  is  survived  by  his  wife 
Dorothy,  whom  he  married  In 
19Z7,  and  by  three  sons. 


MICHAEL  SAUNDERS 


Midiad  Saunders  CB. 
QC  Treasury  Solicitor 
smee  1995.  died  after  a 
sudden  heart  attack  on 

December  17  aged  52.  He 
was  born  oo  AprD  13, 
1944. 

AT  A  stunningly  premature 
moment,  in  full  swing  of  an 
outstanding  career  stretching 
back  over  a  quarter  of  a 
.century  as  a  public  servant. 
Michael  Saunders,  the  Trea¬ 
sury  Solid  lor  (the  head  of  the 
Government  Legal  Service) 
has  had  his  life  cut  short.  If  the 
position  of  “T.  Sol.”  has  fre¬ 
quently  in  the  past  been  seen 
as  a  past  bestowed  on  the  basis 
of  Buggins's  turn,  it  certainly 
could  not  be  said  of  Saunders's 
appointment  thaT  h  came 
about  through  anything  but 
merit. 

While  being  an  insider,  and 
thus  knowing  all  the  wrinkles 
of  the  government  legal  mach¬ 
ine.  Saunders  was  justifiably 
appointed  to  the  office,  which 
for  the  first  time  in  1995  was 
subject  to  open  competition. 
During  his  public  service  he 
ran  the  gamut  of  the  variety  of 
legal  departments  in  govern¬ 
ment  —  moving  from  the 
Department  of  Trade  and 
Industry  to  the  Treasury  Solic¬ 
itor's  Office,  to  the  Law  Offi¬ 
cers’  (Attorney  and  Sollriior- 
General)  Department,  to 
Customs  &  Excise,  to  die 
Home  Office  and  finally  to  the 
headship  of  government  law¬ 
yers.  He  took  silk  last  April. 

Michael  Lawrence 
Saunders  was  educated  at 
Clifton  College,  after  which  he 
took  a  law  decree  at 
Birmingham  University  and  a 
postgraduate  law  degree  at 
Jesus  College.  Cambridge.  He 
was  called  to  the  Bar  by 
Gray’s  Inn  in  1971.  but  only 
after  a  stint  as  Third  Secretary 
at  the  Hague  Conference  on 
Private  International  Law.  be¬ 
fore  going  to  join  die  staff  of 
the  Treasury  Soliator.  This 
early  work  in  international 
law  was  an  abiding  interest, 
channelled  m  the  1970s  and 
afterwards  into  European  law 
of  which  he  became  a  supreme 
interpreter  to  Law  Officers 
and  ministers.  (Throughout 
his  career  he  contributed  regu¬ 
larly  to  journals  an  interna¬ 
tional  and  European  law.) 

What  marked  out  Saunders 
for  distinction  was  the  cool¬ 
ness  of  the  judgment  that  he 
brought  to  every  legal  prob¬ 
lem.  His  peculiar  value  to 
ministers  was  his  readiness  to 


look  to  solutions  while  never 
ignoring  the  contradictions 
posed  by  die  law.  He  was  not 
so  imbued  with  crabbed  law- 
yeriy  attitudes  —  fine  lawyer 
though  he  was  —  that  he  could 
not  give  sound  advice  within 
the  legal  framework.  He  was. 
in  effect,  an  exponent  of  politi¬ 
co-legal  expertise.  He  was  also 
never  anything  but  patient 
and  good-humoured.  He 
would  make  his  point  forcibly, 
but  with  a  twinkle  of  human 
kindness  towards  those  to 
whom  he  was  expounding  the 
legal  dimensions  of  a  problem. 

There  was  some  surprise 
when  Saunders  went  to  the 
Home  Office  in  1992.  Criminal 
law  had  never  been  his  speci¬ 
ality.  and  it  is  open  to  conjec¬ 
ture  that  he  did  not,  after  1993. 
find  the  present  Home  Secre¬ 
tary  the  most  congenial  of 
ministers  to  advise  on  law. 
Hie  entanglement  of  Michael 
Howard  with  ibe  judiciary  — 
especially  over  the  legislation 
an  compensation  for  victims  of 
crimes  of  violence  —  was  the 
product  of  a  minister  (himself 


a  QC)  not  listening  suffidently 
to  his  Legal  Adviser. 

Ever  since  his  happy  days  in 
the  Law  Officers'  Department 
with  the  Anonwy-GeneraJ. 
Lord  [then  Sam)  Silkin,  1976- 
79,  he  had  got  on  extremely 
well  with  ministers.  That  was 
in  large  pan  due  to  the 
matching  of  both  intellectual 
ability  and  energy  reciprocally 
of  the  Attorney  and  his  Assis¬ 
tant  Legal  Secretary. 

The  mid-1990s  at  the  Home 
Office  were  a  less  happy  time 
for  any  legal  adviser. 
Saunders  did  his  best  to 
remain  ebullient,  and  robustly 
humorous,  but  there  was  a 
note  of  frustration  in  his 
recounting  of  the  Home  Of¬ 
fice’s  perpetual  forensic  en¬ 
counters.  Yet  his  outside 
interests  enabled  him  to  rise 
above  such  rebuffs  —  even  in 
middle  age  he  lost  none  of  his 
enthusiasm  for  cricket  and 
squash. 

He  married  in  1970  Anne 
Stobo,  a  social  worker.  He  is 
survived  by  her  and  by  a  son 
and  a  daughter. 
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IRVING  CAESAR 


Irving  Caesar,  lyricist 
died  on  December  17  '  ; 
aged  101.  He  was  born  on 
July  4k  1895. 

IRVING  CAESAR  wrote  tire 
lyrics  for  more  than  a  thou¬ 
sand  published  songs,  among 
them  several  of  the  best  and 
most  popular  ever  sung.  One 
of  the  last  links  to  Manhat¬ 
tan's  original  Tin  Fan  Alley, 
he  made  his  name  in  smoky, 
beer-smelling  rooms  where 
that  other  Irving.  Berlin, 
thumped  on  the  piano:  where 


George  Gershwin  auditioned 
times,  for  "a  young  dancer 
called  Fred  Astaire;  and  where 
Harry  Warren  looked  out  of 
his  window  to  pen  his  lullaby 
of  Broadway. 

Over  the  course  of  same  fifty 
years,  Caesar  produced  a  suc¬ 
cession  of  lyrics  to  songs' that 
became  definitive  representa¬ 
tions  of  their  period.  But  he 
was  never  stronger  than  when 
writing  for  tire  stars  who 
Itosumi 


--  men  in  top  hats  and 
and  women  in  short,  fringed 


dresses  with  pearls  down  to 
their  waists.. 

Irving  Caesar  was  bora  on 
Manhattan's  Lower  East  Side, 
the  son  of  a  second-hand 
bookseller.  As  a  boy.  be  ac¬ 
quired  his  first  piano  himself, 
for  just  $5,  and  had  it  hauled 
up  tiie  stairs  to  his  family's 
tenement  apartment. 

He  found  success  quite  ear¬ 
ly.  though  his  breakthrough 
was  initially  less  spectacular 
than  he  might  have  hoped.  In 
1919,  when  Caesar  was  24 
years  old.  he  and  George 


Gershwin  (who  was  three 
years  younger)  wrote  a  swig 
that  they  were  convinced  was 
going  to  be  a  huge  hit.  It  was 
included  in  the  Demitosse 
Review  at  New  York’s  Capitol 
Theatre,  one  of  the  most 
prestigious  playhouses  of  the 
day.  The  show  featured  fifty 
dancing  girls,  their  slippers 
aglow  with  electric  fights.  But 
after  two  weeks,  nobody  was 
cheering  it  and  not  a  single 
copy  of  the  two  young  men’s 
song  had  been  sold. 

“I  was  terribly  disappoint- 
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ed.”  Caesar  later  recounted. 
“Here  I  thought  we  had  a 
smash  and  all  we  had  were 
two  smashed  egos.” 

What  saved  the  day  was  a 
party  which  both  Gershwin 

and  Caesar  attended,  as  did 
two  other  leading  lights  of 
showbusiness.  One  of  them 
was  the  highly  successful 
songwriter  Buddy  De  Sylva; 
the  other  was  the  greatest 
popular  entertainer  of  the  era, 
Al  Jolson-  De  Sylva  persuaded 
Jolson  to  meet  Caesar  and  his 
young  colleague.  The  result 
was  that  Jolson  sang  their 
song  for  them  in  his  show 
Sinhod:  the  song  was  Swonee. 
Neither  Gershwin  nor  Caesar 
would  ever  have  a  bigger 
success. 

If  Gershwin  was  to  become 
known  for  his  syncopation,  it 
was  the  words  of  Swonee  that 
made  it  so  irresistible  to 
Jolson.  They  might  have  been 
taflor-made  for  the  blackface 
artist  by  a  bespoke  writer,  who 
knew  how  much  money  there 
was  to  be  made  singing  about 
the  South. 

Jolson  paid  his  new  lyricist 
well  for  his  efforts  —  not  in 
money,  but  in  contacts  and 
opportunities.  Caesar  was  to 
write  other  big  hits  for  the 
singer  California  Here  / 
Come;  and  the  1936  Is  It  True 
What  They  Say  About  Dixie?. 
which  had  a  notable  revival  in 
1949  after  it  was  featured  in 
the  film  Jolson  Sings  Again  — 
and  he  also  wrote  the  lyrics  for 
Jolson ’s  1925  show  The  Won¬ 
der  Bar.  More  important,  he 
became  part  of  the  start 


entourage,  and  so  met  every¬ 
body  who  was  anybody  in  tne 
business. 

It  was  as  a  result  of  Snanee 
that  other  songwriters  started 
queueing  up  for  Caesar's  tal¬ 
ents.  In  the  years  to  come,  he 
wrote  with  Vincent  Youmans, 
Victor  Herbert,  Sigmund 
Romberg  and  Rudolf  Priml. 


His  most  successful  Broad¬ 
way  show  was  the  1924  No.  No 
Nanette  (he  followed  it  with 
the  much  less  successful  Yes. 
Yes  Yvette )  which  later  was 
made  into  three  films,  the 
most  recent  bearing  the  name 
of  the  principal  standard  from 
the  score,  Tea  for  Two.  Other 
songs  that  Caesar  wrote  for 


the  show  included  I  Want  To 
Be  Happy. 

He  worked  on  the  scores  of 
some  of  Broadway's  most 
famous  reviews,  including 
both  the  Ziegfeld  Follies  and 
the  George  White  Scandals 
and  the  hugely  successful 
Vincent  Youmans  show.  Hit 
The  Deck. 

He  wrote  the  Shirley  Tem¬ 
ple  song.  Animal  Crackers  In 
My  Soup ,  and  for  the  long- 
nosed  American  comedian 
Jimmy  Durante,  his  signature 
tune  Umbriago.  One  of  his 
sweetest  ballads  was  the  1940 
Imagination,  which  was  to  be 
recorded  over  the  years  by 
some  of  America's  finest  vocal¬ 
ists,  including  Frank  Sinatra 
and  Doris  Day. 

In  more  recent  years,  his 
work  took  on  a  more  worthy 
form.  Caesar  was  to  write  the 
official  anthem  of  the  Ameri¬ 
can  Post  Office.  Your  US  Mail 
Gets  Through.  Well  into  his 
nineties,  when  he  was  virtual¬ 
ly  blind,  he  was  still  writing  — 
principally  road  safety  songs 
for  American  children.  But 
above  ail.  he  was  sought  after 
in  later  life  as  a  raconteur.  A 
highly  articulate  man.  he  had 
a  rich  fund  of  jokes,  anecdotes 
and  recollections  from  the 
early  days  of  popular  son$ 
and  he  liked  nothing  bener 
than  to  tell  them. 

Asked  about  the  message  he 
delivered  in  his  songs,  he  once 
replied,  “No  message  at  all  — 
other  than  that  I  like  people  to 
sing  my  work.  Even  better.  I 
like  them  to  pay  for  it.” 

He  is  survived  by  his  wife. 


OUR  LONELIEST  ISLAND. 

A  TRISTAN  DA  CUNHA  CHRISTENING. 

(BY  THt  REV.  R.  M.  ROGERS.! 

TRISTAN  DA  CUNHA  (by  nuC). 

life  on  the  loneliest  British  island  is  at  all  times 
veiy  difficult,  far  this  colony  k  like  a  sick  child  in 
the  Empire.  It  has  neither  trade  nor  manufac¬ 
tures.  and  if  it  were  able  m  produce  anything  in 
quantities  the  goods  would  have  to  be  kept  in 
store  indefinitely,  for  ships  are  as  scarce  as  the 
eggs  of  the  Great  Auk. 

Once  m  a  time  the  Admiralty  sent  a  yearly 
gun-boat  with  a  gift  of  stores,  mail,  a  doctor,  and 
a  padre,  but  ir  grew  tired  of  (he  expose,  and  the 
people  were  raid  to  romc  off  Tristan  or  slay  on 
ana  starve.  Being  attached  to  wfeai  to  them  is  the 
Mother  isle,  they  chose  to  stay  and  starve.  And. 
indeed,  they  are  not  Coed  id  compete  in  a 
strenuous  world,  for  they  are  a  simple,  unedu¬ 
cated.  kindly  race;  like  big  dtikben  m  tempera¬ 
ment,  and  would  surdy  fall  a  prey  to  land  sharks. 

This  winter,  though  h  has  been  only  a 
moderately  severe  onfc  has  been  a  struggle  many 
ante  have  perished  and  some  of  the  lambs;  and 
fodder  for  stock  has  bean  short  also Bur  the 
people  ire  cheerful  in  tta  face  of  all  their^ worries 
and  throw  themselves  into  apy  enjoyment  tint 
dunce  brings. 

An  f^jpemmity  for  a  gala  day  came  in  October, 
for  there  was  a  unique  christening;  the  frrsr  and 
only  English  baby  ever  bora  cm  Tristan  was 
baptized  in  the  any  island  Church  room.  At 
daybreak  all  the  Union  Jacks  on  the  island,  some 


ON  THIS  DAY 

December  19, 1922 


It  was  a  great  occasion  when  the  first 
English  baby  bom  on  Tristan  was 
christened  —  the  whole  population  was 
eager  to  act  as  sponsors  so  it  was 
decided  to  limit  the  number  to  six. 

five  in  number,  were  hoisted  at  various  flag  poles 
and  on  the  tool  of  the  tiniest  parsonage  in  the 
world.  The  missionary  resides  in  a  small  two- 
roomed  wooden  hut.  The  day  was  tine  and  the 
people  had  put  on  their  smartest  clothes,  which, 
having  beat  procured  from  passing  ships 
perhaps  yean  ago.  were  curious  and  wonderful. 
Soldiers’  and  sailors’  uniforms,  dress  subs, 
corduroys,  dungaree,  and  early  Victorian  ladies' 
garments  gave  an  impression  that  a  fancy  dress 
toll  was  at  hand. 

On  October  21  the  little  Chuich  school  room  at 
&  Mary*  Church  was  decorated  with  Bowen, 
and  at  3  o'clock  every  one  who  amid  squear  in 
did  so  to  watch  the  missionary  baptize  his  own 
toby  The  last  addition  10  the  island  population 


was  named  Edward,  which  pleased  the  folk,  as  it 
is  the  name  of  the  Prince  of  Wales,  Tor  whom  they 
tore  a  sincere  admiration 

Leading  Trisunhes  stood  as  sponsors  for  [fie 
baby.  The  whole  population  was  eager  lo  ad  in 
the  capacity,  but  it  was  derided  in  limit  lit? 
number  i»  su  —  four  for  Tristan  and  two  for 
England.  As  soon  as  the  service  was  over  there 
was  great  tea  drinking  and  about  a  hundred 
people  shook  hands  with  the  missionary  and  his 
wife,  and  drank  the  baby's  health  in  la.  A  cuke 
had  been  projected,  but,  owing  to  the  shortage  in 
(lour  and  raisins  and  the  difficulty  nf  gening  milk, 
it  was  so  small  that  it  only  sufficed  for  the 
sponsors  and  the  parsonage  folk.  Every  one  else 
was  promised  "a  piece  of  cake  when  the  next  ship 
comes.”  We  always  expect  lo  have  sufficient  after 
the  next  ship,  Tristan  being  like  “Alice  in 
Wonderland”  —  “iam  yesterday,  jam  lofijonm’, 
but  never  jam  today.'* 

Those  who  could  find  anything  made  up 
presents  for  the  baby-  and  lie  was  soon  the  proud 
possessor  of  about  half  the  money  on  the  island — 
namely,  an  English  half-crown  and  a  sixpence: 
also  several  pairs  nf  Tristan  socks,  for  knitting 
which  the  island  is  famous,  some  coloured 
handkerchiefs  of  the  “Pictures  on  them”  variety, 
and  several  strange  articles  of  headgear  known 
as  Tristan  “cappks,”  worn  by  the  children  here.  A 
metal  teaspoon  and  a  highly  patterned  egg-cup 
completed  the  collection,  ft  was  all  made  over 
■jinth'."  like  Captain  Cuttle's  silver,  to  the  baby 
and  nis  mother .. . 
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THE  TIMES  TODAY 


THURSDAY  DECEMBER  19 1996 


Embassy  rebels  threaten  hostages 

■  Guerrillas  who  took  nearly  500  diplomats,  politicians, 
business  leaders  and  other  top  officials  hostage  at  a  glittering 
embassy  reception  in  Lima  threatened  last  night  to  start 
shooting  their  captives  one  by  one. 

The  leftist  rebels  got  in  to  the  Japanese  ambassador’s 
residence  disguised  as  waiters  and  let  off  explosives  and  tired 
automatic  weapons.  One  of  the  23  rebels  was  wounded  and  170 
of  the  captives  were  released _ Pages  1 13 

Duke  says  gun  clubs  no  worse  than  golf 

■  The  Duke  of  Edinburgh  suggested  that  members  of  shooting 

clubs  were  no  more  dangerous  than  members  of  golf  or  squash 
clubs.  He  implied  that  the  new  legislation  to  ban  certain 
handguns  would  be  ineffective  because  it  would  not  prevent 
weapons  getting  into  the  hands  of  criminals . —  Page  1 


Paedophile  register 

Paedophiles  and  other  sex  offend¬ 
ers  will  have  to  register  their  ad¬ 
dresses  with  the  police  for  be¬ 
tween  five  years  and  a  lifetime 
under  new  plans _ Page  1 

Unemployment  fall 

The  largest  fall  in  unemployment 
since  present  records  began  took 
the  number  of  jobless  down  to 
below  two  million  for  the  first 
time  in  almost  six  years,  boosting 
Government  hopes  of  the  econo¬ 
my  strengthening - Page  I 

Currency  assurance 

Kenneth  Clarke  will  today  almost 
certainly  receive  final  Cabinet 
agreement  that  the  Government's 
wait-and-see  policy  on  the  single 
currency  cannot  be  changed  be¬ 
fore  the  General  Election  .Page  2 

Imperfect  murder 

Russell  Causley,  a  fraudster  who 
claimed  to  have  committed  the 
perfect  murder  when  he  dissolved 
his  wife's  body  in  add,  was  jailed 
for  life . . . . ...-Page  3 

Anti-abortion  party 

Mohamed  al  Fayed  has  promised 
substantial  financial  backing  for 
a  new  anti-abortion  party  which 
hopes  to  field  50  candidates  at  the 
general  election _ Page  4 

Hero  remembered 

A  coroner  paid  tribute  to  a  Battle 
of  Britain  fighter  pilot  and  con¬ 
trasted  him  with  highly  paid  foot¬ 
ballers  and  other  false  heroes  of 
the  1990s - Page  5 


London  food  parcels 

The  Red  Cross  is  to  distribute 
food  parcels  in  Britain  for  the  first 
time  in  nearly  50  years  because 
immigration  controls  have  re¬ 
duced  refugees  to  the  levels  of 
famine-stricken  countries .  Page  6 

Rabies  control 

Vets  warned  against  an  early 
change  to  quarantine  controls 
and  called  for  more  evidence  that 
alternative  safeguards  would 
keep  out  rabies - Page  7 

Its  good  to  watch 

A  tight  entertainment  show  is  to 
become  the  first  British  prime¬ 
time  television  programme  to  be 
paid  for  by  an  advertiser .  Page  8 

War  crimes  squad 

A  proposal  to  set  up  a  special 
police  squad  to  hunt  down  war 
criminals  in  the  former  Yugosla¬ 
via  was  approved  by  Nato  de¬ 
fence  ministers - Page  9 

Islamic  fear 

French  police  have  boosted  sec¬ 
urity  at  stations,  airports  and 
public  buildings  amid  fears  that 
Islamic  terrorists  may  launch  fur¬ 
ther  bomb  attacks  in  Christmas 
week _ Page  10 

Clinton  blow 

Charles  Trie,  an  Asian  conduit  for 
suspect  donations  to  the  Clintons, 
brought  further  humiliation  to 
the  White  House  when  it  emerged 
that  he  had  maintained  dose  ties 
long  after  aides  had  questioned 
his  probity - —Page  U 


Runaway  Blair  owns  up 

■  The  best  kept  secret  of  Tony  Blair's  schooldays  was  revealed 
when  he  confessed  on  television  that  he  sneaked  on  to  a  plane 
destined  for  the  Bahamas  at  the  age  of  14  to  escape  the  horrors 
of  public  school.  Mr  Blair  said  “the  craziest  thing”  he  had  ever 
done  happened  after  his  parents  put  him  on  a  train  in 
Newcastle  to  return  to  Fettes  School  in  Edinburgh - Page  1 
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The  Duke  of  York,  colonel-in-chief  of  the  1st  Batallion,  Staffordshire  Regiment,  with  his  men  during  a  two-day  visit  to  Hong  Kongyesterday 


Preview:  A  women’s  football  team, 
average  age  82.  Women  At  Play  [Oa 
4, 8pm).  RAtaiK  Lynne  Truss  tries 
not  to  have  nightmares — Page  47 


Golden  economy 

Hie  Tories  have  to  persuade  the 
public  that  prosperity  is  too  pre¬ 
cious  to  allow  it  to  be  put  into 
•  Labours  untried  hands— Page  17 

Annan  of  the  UN 

.  Allowing  for  the  extraordinarily 
small  pool  of  talent  from  which  the 
UN  permitted  itself  to  pick,  Mr 
Annan  is  a  respectable  if  uninspir¬ 
ing  choice — . — — ~ Page  17 

Red  Cross  bungle 

The  sincerity  of  today’s  Red  Cross  is 
not  in  doubt.  But  its  leaders  should 
ask  themselves  whether  their 
efforts  should  not  better  be  directed 
at  helping  the  refugees  in  the  coun¬ 
tries  from  which  they  fled .  Page  17 


Electricity:  Only  two  out  of  the 
original  twelve  regional  companies 
will  remain  independent  or  without 
a  bid  after  London  Electricity  yes¬ 
terday  agreed  to  be  taken  over  by 
Entergy  of  New  Orleans ...  Page  21 

Jobless:  The  biggest  monthly  foil 
in  unemployment  since  present 
records  began  took  the  seasonally 
adjust  number  of  jobless  below  2 
million  for  the  first  time  in  six 
years - - -  Page  21 

Building  societies:  The  Woolwich 
pledged  to  fight  to  amend  the  new 
Building  Societies  Bill  that  was 
published  yesterday ; —  Page  21 

Markets:  The  FT-SE 100  rose  38.6  to 
4018-2.  Sterling  rose  from  94.0  to 
94.4  after  a  rise  from  $1.6718  to 
$1.6725  and  from  DMZ5841  to 
DM2J3999 _ _ Page  24 


Cricked:  Excellent  bowling  by  Rob¬ 
ert  Croft  kept  England,  in  conten¬ 
tion  on  the  opening  day  of  the  first 
Test  against  Zimbabwe,  who 

reached  256  for  six - Page  40 

Sailing:  A  second  yacht  in  the  BT 
Global  Challenge  has  suffered  a 
failure  to  her  forestay,  raising  con¬ 
cerns  that  tiie  fault  may  be  replicat¬ 
ed  on  other  boats — . Page  40 

Equestrianism:  Paul  Darragh.  of 
Ireland,  made  a  rousing  start  to  the 
Olympia  Show  when  he  and  the 
right-year-old.  Scandal  won  the 
Christmas  Candle  Stakes  by 
l.S2sec _ Page  37 

Racing:  Bellator.  the  ante-post  fa¬ 
vourite  for  the  Triumph  Hurdle  at 
Cheltenham  next  March,  has  been 
ruled  out  for  the  season  by  a  stress 
fracture  of  the  leg - Page  35 
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New  films:  With  frenetic  action,  an 
unrelenting  soundtrack  and  no 
time  to  develop  relationships  be¬ 
tween  the  characters,  Evita  is  all 
lung  and  no  heart . . Page  29 

New  releases:  On  video,  Eddie 
Murphy  finds  a  darkly  comic 
vehicle  in  Wes  Craven’s  Vampire 
in  Brooklyn;  while  on  CD, 
Felicity  Lott  goes  all  French  and 
frothy  on  a  new  recording  of 
Offenbach _ —Page  30 

Rival  Nutcrackers:  London  is  bring 
treated  to  two  rival  versions  of  The 
Nutcracker,  one  by  English  Nat¬ 
ional  Ballet  and  the  other  by  the 
Kirov  from  St  Petersburg-  page  31 
Solo  stager  Galina  Gorchakova 
gives  an  entirely  Russian  pro¬ 
gramme  in  her  recital  but  the  strain 
of  fatigue  is  evident _ Page  31 


IN  THE  TIMES 

■  POP 

Nigel  Williamson  on 
grandmother  and  rock 
legend  Tina  Turner, 
live  at  Wembley  Arena 

■  EDUCATION 
The  Times  guide  to 
Britain’s  top  universities 
for  research, 

subject  by  subject 


Growing  back:  Dr  Thomas  Stutia- 
ford  on  file  mystery  of  hair  loss  and 

how  hair  can  return - .Page  14 

Mistletoe  may  contain  medicinal 

benefits. — — L._ — ! - Page  14 

Top  dty:  Which  is  the  trendiestdty 
and  the  best  for  dining  out  New 
York  or  London?  Irwin  Stdzer  rates 
restaurants  in  the  two  tty  variety, 
price,  and  service: - Page  15 


Reviews:  Karen  Armstrong  on  a 
history  of  Christianity;  Philip  How¬ 
ard  on  the  Penguin  edition  of  Eu¬ 
ripides:  Roger  Scruton  an  hunting; 
Jonathan  Clark  on  the  Prime  Min¬ 
ister  who  lost  AmericaPages  32, 33 


Double  trouble:  How  one  family 
faced  losing  their  holiday  because 
of  double-booking  fay  the  hotel  in 
their  holiday  resort  —  until  The 
Times  stepped  in - Page  34 


Coming  after  tire  law  on  the  press 
which  reduced  to  zero  the  cautious 
liberalisation  of  the  last  few  years, 
that  of  political  parties  which  aims 
to  stifle  all  opposition  and  the  new 
constitution  which  makes  Islam  the 
“religion  of  the  state”,  the  decision 
to  brutg  Arabic  into  widespread  use 
will  accentuate  the  authoritarian 
character  of  the  Algerian  regime.  It 
is  certainly  not  the  best  way  to  fight 
fundamentalism  — le  Monde 


WILLIAM  REES-MOGG 

Among  the  artists  and  scientists, 
one  could  not  easily  apply  Crufts 
test  of  “best  of  breed”,  when  design¬ 
ing  the  euro  notes,  if  only  because 
Britain  would  win  too  many  prizes. 
Greatest  European  dramatist. 
Shakes pekre;  greatest  scientist, 
Newton^  greatest  biologist,  Dar¬ 
win;  greatest  historian.  Gibbon; 
greatest  economist.  Smith;  greatest 
biographer,  Boswell;  greatest 
woman  writer,  Austen —  Page  16 

MATTHEW  PARRIS 

The  ethnic  divide  in  the  nations 
that  straddle  the  Andes  from  Ecua¬ 
dor  to  Chile  is  cine  of  the  best-kept 
secrets  in  modern  history.  Because 
the  inferior  status  of  the  South 
American  Indians  has  never  re¬ 
quired  tiie  backing  of  law.  nobody 
speaks  of  apartheid.  The  mistake 
tiie  South  African  whites  made  was 
to  write  it  down - - Page  16 

JOHN  BRYANT 

It  is  always  sad  to  witness  the 
extinction  of  a  species.  Within  liv¬ 
ing  memory  the  spotting  landscape 
of  Britain  was  well-stocked  with  a 
breed  that  is  rarely  glimpsed  today 
—  the  Great  All-Rounder  -Page  38 


Joe  Coral,  bookmaker;  Mfehad 
Saunders,  Treasury  Solicitor;  Ir¬ 
ving  Caesar,  lyricist - Page  19 


Saunders;  car  crash  costs;  Duke  of 
Windsor  “treachery”;  anaesthetics; 
bullying  at  work .... - Page  17 
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ACROSS 

1  Start  a  flood,  perhaps,  and  so 
.  cause  financial  ruin  (5,3,4). 

8  Brouhaha  about  old  film  actress 

(7). 

9  Credit  cards  don’t  wear  out  when 
covered  in  film  (7). 

11  Starts  to  return  second  National 
Insurance  payment  (7). 

12  In  a  manner  of  speaking,  not 
subjecting  to  VAT?  (7). 

13  Leaders  of  local  authority  respect 
good  educationalists  in  com¬ 
prehensive  (5). 

14  Wild  animal  sheltered  fay  more 
mature  vet  in  US  (3,6). 

16  Lamenting  spoilt  evening  (9). 

19  Pish  renowned  for  fat-free  diet  (5). 
21  Mighty  queen  has  bst  a  cape  (7). 
23  American  accessory  demonstrat- 
mg-nerve  and  commitment  (7). 

Solution  to  Puzzle  No  20354 


aaaaaaaaaca  saaa 
a  a  a  0  a  a  a 
SHaagsjnQaGi 
a  13  a  0  E3  a  a  s 
anaaBflamanaa 
a  a  a  a  *  a  a  a 
saaaoanaa  aaaaa 
aaaiQflafla 
naasa  aaaaanstDa 
anna  rang 
anauJHEianaasa 
am  a  a  a  a  n  a 
saaa  aanaaaanag 
m  ai  n  0  a  a  a 

mwa  agaaaaflnga 


24  Ordinary  juror  out  in  extraor¬ 
dinary  cases  (7). 

25  Steel  is  not,  ultimately,  tempered 
enough  (7). 

26  Cheat  some  about  undercooked 
regional  dish  (5.7). 

DOWN 

1  Metal  worker  making  heater  (7). 

2  Following  god  I  have  found  to  be 
wearing  (7). 

3  This  could  replace  broken  set  (9). 

4  Large,  clumsy  creature  makes 
cheerleader  potty  (5). 

5  Part  of  Bdghiir  where  unruly 
child  must  accept  restriction  (7). 

6  Meagre  amount  of  alcohol  pot 
around  trifle  (7). 

7  Chips,  perhaps,  boy  had  with  fish 

(12). 

10  A  bit  of  a  fog  —  but  only  for  the 

listener  (93). 

15  Ordered  not  to  read  primer  (9). 

17  One  joining  conservation  body  to 
overcome  boorish  trespass  (7). 

18  Name  orphan’s  nurses  (7). 

19  Half  the  cacti  etc.  given  to  doctor 
die  (7). 

20  Teeth  set  on  edge  chatter  an¬ 
con  troflaWy  (7). 

22  Open  vault  (5). 

Times  Two  Crossword,  page  40 


Latest  Road  and  Weather  oonditfons 
UK  Wcatbcr- Al  regions  0330  444  910 
UK  Roads  -  AB  regions  0330  401  410 
Inside  M2S  0330  401  740 

M25  and  Link  Reads  0330  401  747 

Nadom!  Meeonup  0330401748 

Continental  Emp,  0330401910 

Channel  aossta*  0330  401  388 

Motoring  to  Heathrow 

ft  Gatwidc  airport*  0330  407  SOS 

Weather  by  Fax 

DhlIHUWauidliy— iitia  fcuni  your  fax 
VfecGnnrr  414134  Scotbnd  410  340 
WMai  414335  KlnM  410  341 

MUtaadt  414X30  London  410  343 

aar  ::::s 

N.E»t  414  339  pig.,  414  393 

Metfex  Marine 

Instore  ldn*<bncna  414398 

World  City  Weather  6ss»SSSs 

153  destinations  world  wide 
A  tfsgf  Iwr 

bf  Phone  dW  0330  411210 

by  Kax  (Max  psqps)  0330  410333 

Motoring 

Banpa  Coonuy  by  Country  0330401  88S 

European  fuel  cohs  0330401  886 

Frnndi  Moeonngn  0330  401  887 

Seapdn  Monaadoa  0330401  882 

Dtoeytod  Parts  0330  401409 

Li  Shunts  0130  401  89S 

\A^  Car  report*  by  fax 

new  and  used  car  repans  from 
tin  AA  am  ef  195  art  0330410  399 

DjaJfrxwi  your  Inc  hmdset. 
foia  ftuf  have  qq  seem  poll  reouve  mode 


toUt  Herat  ftesfcj  kai  bapab  KH  XT 
Grib  we  chiliad  at  tip  per  rtmt  cheap  rate, 
50p  per  mnata  at  al  odier  rimes. 


YnlsidK  I  Uud  day  L,iip.  Passim,  Conv 
wal.  13C  (550:  lowest  (toy  mac  SeBa  Ness. 
SheBand.  3C  (37F);  Mtost  laaridb  OrurnaBan. 
Scum  Laraksiwe.  Ilfin;  highest  sunaMn*: 
Fokeswia.  Kant,  l  6hr. 


NEWSPAPERS 
SUPPORT  RECYCLING 
Ftecyddd  papar  made  up 
34.5%  of  toe  raw  material 
for  UK  newspapers  m  1995 


DmflrUt  ■0M5CSP77  ir  coohd  tor  tael 
apt  ill  npr  eras  ads  natal  tejst  to 
antics,  atop  add  lie  ctft 
UdvhalattiitottbribtJmtb  a* 
MuuttJuur*  U6IM  15921b 
ntftsfaritqnd  /Wfe.  . 
suwustiLSi 


□  General:  England  and  Wales  will 
be  mostly  cloudy  with  patchy  drizzle, 
becoming  more  widespread  in  the 
south  later.  Northern  England  and 
North  Wales  wfll  have  rain  for  a  time 
and  snow  on  hills,  but  it  should 
become  brighter  later.  Temperatures 
mostly  near  normal. 

Scotland  and  Northern  Ireland  will 
have  rain  or  drizzle  for  a  time,  falling 
as  snow  on  Scottish  foils,  but  brighter 
drier  weather  already  over  northern 
Scotland  wilt  extend  south  across 
most  parts.  It  will  be  cold  and  breezy. 

□  London,  E  Anglia,  E  Midlands, 
W  Midlands,  S  Wales:  rather 
cloudy.  Patchy  fog  mostly  clearing. 
Seme  drizzle  in  places,  becoming 
more  persistent  later.  Wind  mainly 
east  or  northeast,  light  to  moderate. 
Max  7C  (45F). 

□  SE  England,  Central  S  England, 
Channel  Isles,  SW  England:  cloudy 
with  drizzle  in  places.  Fog  patches 
mostly  clearing.  Rain  is  expected 
later.  Wind  light  and  variable,  becom¬ 


ing  moderate  easterly.  Max  7C  (45F). 

□  E  England,  N  Wales,  NW  Eng¬ 
land,  lain  District,  Me  of  Man, 
Central  N  England,  NE  England, 
Borders,  SW  Scotland:  rain  at  first, 
some  sleet  or  snow  on  hills.  Brighter, 
drier  weather  will  spread  from  the 
north.  Wind  east  or  northeast,  fresh  to 
strong.  Max  6C  (43F). 

□  Edinburgh  &  Dundee,  Aber¬ 
deen,  Glasgow,  Central  High¬ 
lands,  Moray  Firth,  NE  Scotland, 
Argyll,  NW  Scotland,  Orkney, 
Shetland:  mainly  dry  with  dear  or 
sunny  spelts.  Wind  east  or  northeast, 
generally  fresh.  Rather  cold,  max  5C 
(4tF). 

□  N  Ireland:  doudy,  occasional  ran 
or  drizzle.  Wind  easterly,  moderate 
becoming  fresh.  Max  6C  (43F). 

□  Outlook:  rain  in  south  dying  out 
All  areas  then  dry  but  becoming 
colder. 
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’bright  c=ctoud:  d=  drizzle;  da=du8t  storm;  du-du*.  J— fa*;  fe=toa  gaoato;  h-hafl; 
r-rain;  sh-shownr;  al<=*teat;  an=anov,  Stoun;  Mhundar 
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to  the  chart  below  from  noon:  lows  B  and  W  will  move  southeast 
.  with  little  change:  low  O  will  move  east  and  fill;  low  Twill  lose  its  Identity 
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ARTS 

A  role  to  cry 
for:  Madonna 
$oars  as  Evita 
PAGES  29-31 


BUSINESS  EDITOR  Lindsay  Cook 
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TRAVEL 

When  the  holiday 
booking  went 
wrong  for  a  family 

PAGE  34 
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Clarke  buoyant  on  economy  after  record  fall  in  unemployment 

obless  below  2  million 


By  Philip  Bass  Err,  industrial  editor 


KENNETH  CLARKE,  the 
'  Jnd  ^  Chancellor,  forecast  yesterday 
•H-ap^r.  the*  Britain’s  economy  will 
'"-•d'.  AW  continue  to  strengthen  in  the 
if  nmrup  to  the  general  election 
•r  after  a  huge  fall  in  tmemplcry- 


.  '‘r,nin.  ij 
.  .  •  'mafLtt 

•  ■  •  .  fro 

'r‘  ifc  £ 

-■"'•rsnj, 

'  '•'1  At  i-; 

•  '  '■& 

■  a 

■'■■‘MlUfc 

*  \  SSYANT 


v  ment  took  the  number  of 
-  J  drai&  P®3!^6  0111  of  work  to  below 
.. ~  1‘I,I'5T  ti z  two  million. 

. 1  "r+^  t.  Unemptayment,  seasonally 

• -Tciii,  (j  adjusted,  fell  95,800  —  the 
;  ••  >mafLfr  largest  single  since  current 

K  records  began,  and  the  biggest 
:  ’  ' f,D  monthly  decline  shoe  just  after 
,,  n_  ^  the  Second  World  War.  Minis- . 

tars  lined  up  to  cheeriead  the 
,r  jf.  enormous  drop  in  claimant 

•  [ , .  51  unemployment,  with  Michael 

...’7*  Heseltine,  the  Deputy  Prime 
’  :  Minister,  Unking  it  to  yester- 

“  ’rjr'  h  day's  good  retail  sales  figures  to 

•’  •  •  d  At  i;  show  that  “people  realise  the 

•  ijsisj  recaveryishereto^ay.andtbey 
,  va  themselves  are  taking  the  recov- 

7.  ery  into  account”. 

®  Mr  Clarke  called  the  fall  to 
"  l~  bdow  two  million  —  the  first 
— to  time  it  has  been  below  this 
IfliT  threshold  since  1991  —  an 
“important  breakthrough”, 
and  said  that  strong  growth 

. '•Ja‘  and  economic  recovery  in. 

'  “n-~  Britain  was  now  getting  in* 

■  *i^c  employment  down  and  creat- 
■"  J":zr 


OBITUARE 


tfTEffS 


■«o*?oow 


^  Undeniable  present  .-.-.iS 


ing  more  Jobs.  He  said  his 
“confident  expectation  is  that 
the  economy  is  gang  to  contin¬ 
ue  to  strengthen",  .and  he 
denied  suggestions  from  City  . 
economists  that*  the* labour 
market  was  overheating,  and 
thatthe  figures  vrenia  lead  to  a 
rise  in  interest  rates. 

Gillian  Shephard,  the  Edu¬ 
cation  and  Employment  Sec¬ 
retary.  attacked  Labour. 
“sneers”  at  Britain's  economic 
performance,  vdiQe  Ian  Lang, 
President  of  the  Board,  of 
Trade,  gave  warning  that 
Labours  plans  to  sign  the 
European  social  chapter  and 
introduce  a  national  mini¬ 
mum  wage  would,  if  enacted, 
send  UK  unemployment  back 
up  to  three  million. 

Labour  poured  scorn  on  the 
Government's  figures,  saying 
that  “more  people  believe  in 
Santa  Claus”  than  in  the 
official  unemployment  count. 
John  Prescott,  Labours  Depu¬ 
ty  Leader,  said:  “After  years  of 
fiddling  the  claimant  figures, 
with  more  than  30  changes 
since  1979,  the  Tories  can  now 
claim  that  unemptayment  is 
below  two  milUoQ-  The  prob¬ 
lem  is  no  one  believes  their 
bogus  figures.”  Ministers  and 


Whitehall  nfffcfcqk  were  fairpn 
aback  by  the  size  of  the  fall,  the 
largest  since  the  current  series 
of  seasonally  adjusted  figures 
began  in  January  1971,  and  the 
biggest  since  the  tfatxHMinis- 
try  of  Labour  introduced  ad¬ 
justed  figures  in  1948. 

Claimant  unemployment 
fell  95,800  in  November  to 
1,925.4  million  —  a  rate  of  6.9 
per  cent;  down  from  72  per. 
cent  the  previous  month.  The 
unemployment  rate  in  North¬ 
ern  Ireland  droppped  below  10 
per  cent,  to  9.9.  for  the  first 
time  in  15  years. 

Unadjusted  unemployment 
—the  actual  number  of  people 
out  of  work  and  successfully 
claiming  benefit  —  went 
through  the  two  million  barri¬ 
er  East  month,  and  fen  again  in 
November  by  105.837  to 
1371398.  The  adjusted  decline 
.  means  that  unemployment 
has  now  fallen  by  more  than 
one  million  from  its  peak  in 
December  1992. 

Whitehall  officials  stressed 
a  number  of  special  factors 
behind  the  figure,  inducting 
temporary  work  at  Christmas 
and  the  first  full  month  of  die 
jobseeker’s  allowance-  Gov¬ 
ernment  economists  stressed 
that;  even  with  such  factors, 
the  figures  still  showed  a  “very 
substantial"  fall  in  the  claim¬ 
ant  count. 

.V  New  figures  on  employment 
showed  the  number  of  jobs  up 
ty  264,000  an  a  year  ago, 
while  the  rise  in  average 
earnings  was  steady  fir  the 
fourth  successive  month  at  4 
per  cent  ; 
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Woolwich 
to  fight 
ending  of 
takeover 
safeguard 


Good  tidings  for  Christmas  sales 


By  Janet  Bush,  economics  correspondent 


RETAIL  sales  showed  healthi¬ 
er  than  expected  gains  in 
November  which,  together 
with  yesterdays  news  of  a 
huge  fall  in  unemployment 
raised  City  expectations  that 
base  rales  will  have  to  rise 
again  in  the  new  year. 

Verdict  Research,  the  retail 
consultants,  said  in  a  report 
published  today  that  Christ¬ 
mas  trade  is  expected  to  be  the 
best  for  eight  years  but  that 
there  is  no  boom  in  prospect  It 
gave  warning  that  die  usual 
cat  and  mouse  games  played 
between  shoppers  and  retail¬ 
ers  each  Christmas  are  still 


dominating  high  streets  this 
year  and  that  not  all  retailers 
are  expected  to  share  in  the 
shopping  spree. 

Verdict  noted  that  a  number 
of  clothing  and  footwear  re¬ 
tailers  have  introduced  pre- 
Christmas  sales  to  entice 
shoppers  to  spend. 

Nevertheless,  the  group  is 
expecting  the  value  of  retail 
sales  to  be  worth  just  under  £20 
trillion  for  December  in  totaL 
This  is  a  rise  of  7.7  per  cent 
compared  with  last  year  and 
easily  the  best  level  ,  of  trade 
since  1988.  “With  the  average 
household  spending  nearly 


£1,000  during  December,  the 
consumer  recovery  is  wdl  and 
truly  here,”  Verdict  said. 

Retail  sales  volumes  rose  0.7 
per  cent,  according  to  the 
latest  figures  from  the  Office 
far  National  Statistics.  This 
was  a  somewhat  larger  in¬ 
crease  than  the  03  per  cent 
rise  the  City  had  been  expect¬ 
ing  but  still  left  year-on-year 
growth  in  sales  slightly  lower. 
Annual  growth  was  3.9  per 
cent  in  November  compared 
with  4.1  per  cent  in  October. 

Short  sterling  futures  con¬ 
tracts,  traded  on  the  Liffe 
market  and  the  best  guide  to 


market  interest  rate  expecta¬ 
tions,  slumped  yesterday  as 
expectations  of  base-rate  rises 
in  the  spring  increased. 

Kenneth  Clarke,  the  Chan¬ 
cellor.  yesterday  said  dial  he 
remained  unflinching  in  his 
determination  to  hit  the  Gov¬ 
ernment's  inflation  target  but 
said  that  inflationary  pres¬ 
sures  in  the  economy  re¬ 
mained  “quite  reasonable”. 

The  City  was  yesterday  con¬ 
cerned  that,  despite  plunging 
producer  price  inflation, 
strong  consumer  demand  will 
encourage  retailers  to  raise 
their  margins  rather  than  take 


advantage  of  lower  prices 
from  thear  industrial  suppliers 
to  keep  a  cap  an  their  prices. 

Some  economists  —  without 
the  benefit  of  VerdicTS  comment 
on  the  sector  —  noted  that 
clothing  and  footwear  sales  rose 
2  per  cent  in  November  despite 
a  price  rise  in  the  sector  of  1.1  per 
cent  in  the  month.  John 
O'Sullivan  of  NatWest  Markets 
said:  “This  is  clear  evidence  that 
the  momentum  behind  high 
street  spending  is  ending  con¬ 
sumers’  sensitivity  to  price 
increases." 
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THE  Woolwich  has  pledged 
that  it  will  fight  to  amend  the 
Building  Societies  Bill  pub¬ 
lished  yesterday. 

The  society  emphasised  that 
the  Bill's  proposal  to  remove 
the  five-year  takeover  protec¬ 
tion  period  for  societies  that 
become  banks  could  hamper 
its  £3  billion  flotation.  Bui 
there  is.  as  yet.  no  sign  that  the 
society  would  be  prepared  !□ 
abandon  its  plans  before  the 
distribution  next  month  of  its 
transfer  document  setting  out 
the  details  of  its  conversion. 

Angela  Knight,  Economic 
Secretary  to  the  Treasury,  has 
refused  to  bow  to  demands  to 
retain  the  protective  ring, 
which  will  be  lifted  if  a  newly 
floated  society  embarks  on  the 
takeover  trail.  In  a  statement, 
the  Woolwich  said:  “We  are 
disappointed  the  minister  has 
chosen  to  ignore  our  serious 
concerns  with  regard  to  the 
timing  of  this  BilL” 

A  Woolwich  spokeswoman 
said  that  the  society  had 
recommended  to  the  minister 
that  societies  could  continue  to 
be  safeguarded  against  preda¬ 
tors  if  they  engaged  only  in 
friendly  takeovers.  She  contin¬ 
ued:  “Had  tiie  Woolwich 
known  that  a  change  of  this 
magnitude  was  even  a  possi¬ 
bility,  we  may  have  followed  a 
different  path  to  conversion.” 

Previously,  the  most  fervent 
opponent  of  the  abolition  of 
the  protection  period  has  been 
the  Alliance  &  Leicester.  This 
society  said  yesterday  that  it 
shared  the  Woolwich’s  misgiv¬ 
ings  and  disappointment.  Last 
month,  Peter  White,  the  soci¬ 
ety’s  chief  executive,  gave  a 
wanting  that  its  conversion. 
scheduled  for  next  April,  could 
be  in  doubt  if  the  five-year 
protection  period  was  abol¬ 
ished. 

Explaining  why  she  had 
declined  to  retain  the  safe¬ 
guard.  Mrs  Knight  comment¬ 
ed:  "If  you  choose  to  go  to  the 
market  you  have  to  play  by  the 
rules.”  She  remains  quietly 
confident  that  parliamentary 
time  will  be  found  for  the  Bill 
whose  contents  met  with  the 
approval  of  the  Building  Soci¬ 
eties  Association  and  several 
societies  that  are  pledged  to 
retain  their  mutuality. _ 
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Pensions  Act 
limits  loans 
to  employers 

By  Robert  Miller. 

NEW  rules  to  prevent  trustees 
lending  pension  scheme  cash 
to  their  employer  were  laid 
before  Parliament  yesterday. 

From  April  occupational 
schemes  cannot  make  loans 
or  give  financial  guarantees  to 
their  sponsoring  business. 
The  rules  form  part  of  the 
Pensions  Act.  drawn  up  after 
the  £400  million  losses  sus¬ 
tained  by  the  Maxwell  pen¬ 
sion  funds.  They  still  restrict 
schemes  to  a  maximum  5  per 
cent  self-investment  in  the 
parent  company,  but  tighten 
tiie  1992  rules. 

Oliver  Heald,  Pensions  Min¬ 
ister,  said:  These  proposals 
could  save  people's  pension  if 
the  company  fails.  They  pre¬ 
vent  employers  using  the  pen¬ 
sion  scheme  as  a  soft  option. 
rather  than  conventional  lend¬ 
ing  outlets,  such  as  banks.” 


London  Electricity  agrees  deal 


By  Christine  Buckley,  iNiXJSTRiALOoiuiEsiWDENrt 


LONDON  ELECTRICITY  is 
set  for  a  £1-26  bfllicm  takeover 
by  Entergy  of  America  after 
agreeing  a  deal  that  leaves  just 
two  of  Britain's  regional  elec¬ 
tricity  companies  independent 
and  without  bid  offers. 

'  The  move  means  that  half  of 
0  the  dearidty  supply  business¬ 
es  in  England  and  Wales 
'  could  soon  be  in  US  hands.  US 
concerns  have  bought  three 
companies;  Northern  Electnc 
is  subject  to  a  hostile  bid  from 
a  US  grouping;  and  the  Gov- 
■  eminent  yesterday  deared  a 

1*19  nT  -  — -  Dnrraimw 


of  just  under  £1  million  from 
share  options  an  the  705p  a 
share  bid,  which  marks  a  27 
percent  premium  on  the  share 
price  in  late  October  when 
news  leaked  of  Energy's  talks. 

Shares  in  Southern  Electric 
and  Yorkshire  Electricity,  tiie 
two  without  bid  offers,  in¬ 
creased  as  the  market  predict¬ 
ed  a  complete  dear-out 

Terry  Ogletree,  president  of 

Entergy  Bower  Group,  said 
the  purchase  of  London  fitted 
tiie  business’s  international 
strategy.  But  he  emphasised 
that  London’s  future  as  the 
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ulation  that  London  had 
sealed  a  supply  link  with 
Northern,  but  he  said  that 
would  be  an  appropriate 
move. 

Thames  Water  said  a  take¬ 
over  of  London  would  not  end 
existing  links  between  the 
companies. 

Sir  Bob  Reid,  chairman  of 
London  Electricity,  who  met 
Ed  Lupberger,  chief  executive 
officer  of  Entergy  Power  UK, 
yesterday,  said:  “Tapping  into 
the  resources  of  tiie  Entergy 
group,  both  human  and  finan¬ 
cial,  will  provide  a  solid  foun¬ 
dation  for  tire  future  dev- 
■dopmeni  of  the  company." 
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BA  sells  USAir  stake 
en  route  to  American 

BvOuver  August 

BRITISH  AIRWAYS  is  to  sell  its  24.6  per 
cent  stake  in  USAir  in  preparation  for  its 
alliance  with  American  Airlines.  BA  which 
paid  $400  miDkni  for  the  shares  in  1993,  has 
given  USAir  60  days  to  make  an  offer 
before  other  airlines  win  be  invited  to  bid. 

Although  BA  was  obliged,  under  US 
accounting  rules,  to  write  down  the  value  of 
the  stake  by  halt  it  is  worth  around  $425 
million  at  current  market  prices. 

The  link  with  USAir  has  been  overshad¬ 
owed  by  (he  proposed  alliance  with 
American.  Incensed  by  BA’s  planned  link¬ 
up  with  American.  USAir  is  suing  BA  in  a 
US  federal  court  and  has  said  it  would  end 
its  code-sharing  pact  early  next  year.  The 
move  was  not  demanded  by  regulators  who 
wily  stipulated  that  USAir  should  be  free  to 
compete  on  transatlantic  routes. 


Newcastle  United  ready  to 
set  £160m  flotation  goal 


By  Jason  Niss£ 

NEWCASTLE  UNITED  will  announce 
plam  today  for  a  El  60  million  flotation, 
making  it  the  second  largest  quoted 
football  club  after  Manchester  United. 

The  proceeds  will  be  used  to  fund  a 
£40  million.  60.000-seater  stadium, 
which  has  still  to  receive  final  planning 
permission  from  Newcastle  City  Coun¬ 
cil.  and  pay  off  a  large  portion  of  the  £60 
million  invested  in  the  dub  by  Sir  John 
Hall,  its  chairman,  who  owns  90  per 
cent  of  the  shares. 

The  float,  first  revealed  in  The  Times 
in  June,  will  value  the  dub  at  four  times 
the  projected  turnover  for  the  1996-97 
season,  in  spite  of  the  dub  recording  an 
£11  million  loss  last  year  and  expecting  a 
large  deficit  this  year.  Newcastle  writes 


off  the  cost  of  players  as  soon  as  they  are 
bought  and  has  spent  more  than  £60 
million  over  five  years. 

Sir  John  had  hoped  to  float  the  group 
as  a  sporting  dub,  induding  his  rugby, 
ice  hockey,  basketball  and  motor  racing 
teams.  But  these  have  now  been  placed 
in  another  company  and  there  is 
speculation  that  Sir  John  may  stand 
down  as  chairman  after  the  float. 

It  will  be  the  third  dub  to  announce  its 
flotation  this  week  and  the  sixth  (his 
month.  Yesterday  Sheffield  United  con¬ 
firmed  plans  for  its  reverse  takeover  by 
Conrad,  the  leisurewear  group.  The  dub 
is  also  raising  £IZ5  million  to  pay  for 
redevelopment  of  its  stadium. 

West  Bromwich  Albion,  in  the  Nation¬ 
wide  first  division,  is  to  join  the 
Alternative  Investment  Market. 
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Ringing  the  changes  on  overseas  phone  prices 


rfff1 

By  Eric  RegUlY 

THE  Government  today  will  lay  the 
groundwork  for  sharp  reductions  in 
the  prices  of  overseas  phone  calls  bv 
increasing  the  number  of  interna¬ 
tional  licences  to  more  than  40. 

The  new  licences  will  mark  the  end 
of  an  era  for  British  Telecom  and 
Mercury  Communications,  which 
were  the  only  operators  allowed  to 
own  networks  for  international  tele¬ 
communications  services. 

Competitors  had  no  choice  but  to 
lease  capacity  from  them  at  prices 


they  claimed  were  too  high  and  bore 
no  relation  to  the  actual  costs. 

Under  the  new  licences,  phone 
companies  may  buy  permanent  ca¬ 
pacity  horn  the  owners  of  undersea 
cables  and  satellites,  giving  them 
more  flexibility  to  set  retail  prices. 
That,  combined  with  the  sheer  num¬ 
ber  of  additional  competitors,  will 
bring  down  prices  next  year. 

Long  Distance  Internationa],  a  US 
phone  company  that  expects  to  win  an 
overseas  licence,  believes  that  prices 
could  fall  by  as  much  as  half  fay  this 
time  next  year.  Tun  Parsonson,  gener¬ 


al  manager  of  LDI*s  British  opera¬ 
tions.  said:  “We  will  have  more 
control  over  our  network,  which  will 
reduce  our  underlying  costs  dramati¬ 
cally.  That  means  we  can  pass 
savings  to  customers  ” 

The  Department  of  Trade  and 
Industry  is  awarding  licences  to 
virtually  any  phone  company  that 

has  made  an  application,  with  no 
discrimination  between  domestic 
and  foreign  bidders. 

The  probable  winners  include 
AT&T.  America's  biggest  long-dis¬ 
tance  carrier,  France  Telecom,  Deut¬ 


sche  Telekom,  several  cable  com¬ 
panies  and  Energis.  the  telecoms  aim 
of  the  National  Grid. 

BT  is  bracing  for  the  onslaught  of 
new  competition.  In  recent  months,  it 
has  slashed  the  prices  of  transatlantic 
calls  in  an  effort  to  give  the  new 
licence  holders  less  room  to  manoeu¬ 
vre.  Calls  to  Continental  Europe  and 
Aria  have  not  declined  as  much.  - 

Nonetheless,  BT  expects  to  lose 
marker  share  on  most  perhaps  all,  of 
its  international  routes.  The  com¬ 
pany.  however,  may  not  actually 
suffer  a  decline  in  call  revenue  if  the 


Wessex  plan 
to  buy  back 
shares  could 
cost  £240m 

By  Martin  Barrow,  deputy  business  editor 


WESSEX  WATER  is  propos¬ 
ing  to  buy  back  up  to  25  per 
cent  of  its  shares  at  a  cost  of  up 
to  £240  million. 

The  capital  restructuring, 
announced  yesterday,  comes 
after  the  derision  by  the  De¬ 
partment  of  Trade  and  Indus¬ 
try  last  month  to  block  the 
company’s  takeover  bid  for 
South  West  Water,  the  neigh¬ 
bouring  utility. 

The  proposals  include  the 
purchase,  at  a  cost  of  £157.1 
million,  of  most  of  the  shares 
held  in  Wessex  by  Waste 
Management  International. 
WMI's  interest  in  the  com¬ 
pany  will  fall  to  33  per  cent, 
from  193  per  cent  Wessex  has 
agreed  to  pay  WMl  no  less 
than  355p  a  share.  WMI’s 
options  to  acquire  10.6  million 
Wessex  shares  will  be 
cancelled. 

Wessex  also  proposes  a 
tender  offer  for  10  per  cent  of 
the  ordinary  shares  not  held 
by  WMl  at  380p  each,  against 
yesterday's  stock  market  price 
of  367^  and  at  a  7  per  cent 

Limerick 
wins  400 
new  jobs 

Eastman  Kodak,  the  pho¬ 
tographic  equipment  com¬ 
pany,  is  to  invest  Lr£100 
million  in  a  new  factory  in 
Limerick,  in  the  southwest 
of  Ireland. 

The  new  plant  will  pro¬ 
duce  film  cassettes  for  the 
recently  launched  ad¬ 
vanced  photo  system 
(APS)  range  of  equipment 
and  will  create  400  new 
jobs  within  four  years. 

APS  is  a  new  generation 
of  photographic  equip¬ 
ment  that  has  taken  the  US 
market  by  storm.  APS 
photographs  can  be  print¬ 
ed  or  put  on  to  computer 
discs  or  CD- Roms. 

Zergo  profits 

Zergo  Holdings,  the  sup¬ 
plier  of  information  sec¬ 
urity  solutions,  earned  pre¬ 
tax  profits  of  £237,000  in 
the  half  year  to  October  31. 
compared  with  a  loss  of 
E479.000  in  the  first  half  of 
the  previous  year. 

Earnings  were  1.8Ip  a 
share,  against  losses  of 
5.47p  last  time.  There  is 
again  no  interim  dividend. 
At  October  31  the  order 
book  was  64  per  cent 
higher  at  £4  million. 

R&N  higher 

Rolfe  &  Nolan,  the  global 
derivatives  and  treasury 
management  systems  and 
services  provider,  had  pre¬ 
tax  profits  of  El-11  million 
for  the  half  year  to  August 
31,  against  £1.07  million 
previously.  Earnings  were 
537p  a  share  (535p)-  The 
interim  dividend  is  in¬ 
creased  to  1.7p  a  share 
from  I.6p,  due  January  28. 
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Switzerland  Fr  233  ,-£15 

Turkey  Ura .....  182400  1TO400 

USA  $  1.788  1.S» 

Rate s  tor  smal  dnnomfcudton  bank 
notes  as  supptad  by  todays  Benfc. 
Other  rams  apply  to  trawflat^ehwmea. 
Raasas  at  dose  of  trading  yesterday. 


premium  to  the  price  agreed 
with  WMl.  Assuming  a  foil 
take-up  this  would  be  com¬ 
pleted  at  a  cost  of  E79.5 
million. 

Private  investors  holding  no 
more  than  200  shares  are  also 
able  to  sell  the  shares  under 
the  tender  offer,  enabling  full 
realisation  of  their  investment 
without  dealing  costs.  Ah  oid  i- 
nary  shareholders  will  remain 
entitled  to  receive  the  5.7p  a 
share  interim  dividend  on 
shares  purchased  under  the 
tender  offer. 

Nicholas  Hood,  chairman, 
said  the  tender  offer  and 
repurchase  “will  materially 
enhance  Wessex  Water's  abili¬ 
ty  to  increase  earnings  per 
share,  improve  the  company's 
abiliiy  to  pay  increased  divi¬ 
dends  per  share  and  simplify 
the  capital  structure". 

He  added:  “Following  the 
share  capital  restructuring 
there  will  be  sufficient  funding 
capacity  available  to  meet  the 
investment  requirements  of 
the  water  and  waste  business 
and  to  pursue  other  opportu¬ 
nities." 

WMl  acquired  an  initial 
shareholding  in  Wessex  in 
1991,  and  together  the  com¬ 
panies  established  Wessex 
Waste  Management  as  a  joint 
venture.  The  equity  transac¬ 
tion  will  have  no  operational 
impact  on  WWM. 

WMl,  which  is  controlled  by 
America’s  WMX  Technol¬ 
ogies,  said  that  the  transaction 
will  give  rise  to  a  £37 .5  million 
charge  after  tax.  WMl  ob¬ 
tained  a  share  listing  in 
London  in  1992  by  way  of  a 
placing  at  585p  a  share.  Yester¬ 
day  the  shares  fell  lp,  to  262p. 

Under  a  previous  agree¬ 
ment.  WMl  was  precluded 
from  selling  its  interest  in 
Wessex  until  early  1998. 

When  the  Wessex  transac¬ 
tion  is  completed  WMX  will 
have  generated  $1  billion  in 
cash  from  the  disposal  of 
assets  as  it  seeks  to  reduce 
debts  and  focus  on  better- 
performing  businesses. 


Pleasant  readin 

saw  pre-tax  pro! 


iding:  Brian  Ingleby,  chief  executive,  right,  and  Gerry  Connolly,  finance  director, 
profits  at  Dawson  Holdings,  the  provider  of  information-related  services,  rise  to . 
i  (£3.5  million)  in  the  year  to  September  30.  Results  benefited  from  the  purchase  of 


£9.8  million  (£i5mIIlion)  in  the  year  to  September  30.  Results  benefited  from  the  purchase  of 
the  575  percent  interest  not  already  hem  in  Surridge  Dawson,  and  die  integration  of  the 
American  library  supply  business  around  Faxon.  A  2Sp  final  dividend  gives  a  40p  (30p)  total. 

Users  welcome  gas  rivaliy 

By  Christine  Buckley,  industrial  correspondent 


lower  prices  generate  more  volume. 
BT  has  beat  able  to  offset  falling 
domestic  market  share  with  higher 
call  volume  and  thinks  a  similar 
pattern  could  be  repeated  overseas. 

Breaking  the  BT-Mercury  duopoly 
has  not  been  the  Government's  only 
goal  The  DTI  hopes  dial  foe  new 
international  licences  will  secure 
Britain's  position  as  Europe's  main 
telecoms  “hub".  London  has  attract¬ 
ed  more  foreign  phone  companies 
than  any  European  city  and  foe 
increasingly  liberal  telecoms  market 
should  draw  in  even  mare  players. 


Engineering 
buoyant 
‘but  exports 
lose  ground’ 

By  Philip  Bassett 

ENGINEERING  leaders  said 
yesterday  that  foe  industry  is 
seeing  renewed  growth  —  but 
gave  a  warning  that  export 
orders,  which  have  been  vital 
to  economic  recovery,  were 
slipping  back  and  bong  out¬ 
performed  by  the  UK  market. 

In  their  latest  business 
trends  survey,  leaders  of.  the 
Engineering  Employers  Fed¬ 
eration  said  that  output,  or¬ 
ders.  employment  and  invest¬ 
ment  were  all  stronger  than  in 
September,  and  had  broadfy 
regained  their  levels  of  this 
time  last  year. 

Output  growth  in  engineer¬ 
ing  accelerated  in  the  fourth 
quarter,  the  EEF  said  after 
surveying  more  than  1,700 
member  companies,  with  the 
net  balance  reporting  an  in¬ 
crease  in  output  standing  at  25 
per  cent  the  highest  tills  year. 

For  the  first  time  since  foe 
start  of  last  year  home  de¬ 
mand  is  more  buoyant  than 
export  markets,  with  a  bal¬ 
ance  of  15  per  cent  of  com¬ 
panies  reporting  higher  UK 
orders,  and  10  per  cent  saying 
that  exports  are  rising. 

On  jobs,  the  EEF  said  only 
that  in  the  face  of  such  overall 
growth  there  may  now  be  a 
rise  in  employment  numbers, 
while  it  reported  that  most 
engineering  companies  re¬ 
corded  unchanged  plans  for 
capital  spending. 

Alan  Armitage,  economics 
head  at  the  EEF,  said  the 
results  were  encouraging: 
“During  the  middle  of  the  year 
it  had  seemed  that  some  of  the 
momentum  had  gone  from  the 
steady  recovery.  However, 
these  results  suggest  a  picture 
of  renewed  growth." 


SIB  aims  to  improve 


GAS  consumers  in  the  South 
West,  where  companies  are 
fighting  British  Gas  for  busi¬ 
ness,  have  given  a  vote  of 
confidence  for  competition  in 
the  industry. 

A  majority  of  households 
told  a  MORI  poll  they  wel¬ 
comed  rivalry  in  gas  supply 
because  it  brings  prices  down 
and  keeps  companies  on  their 
toes.  Sixty-six  per  cent  of 


people  questioned  in  Devon, 
Cornwall  and  Somerset  said 
competition  was  a  good  or 
fairly  good  idea.  But  the 
numbers  switching  supplier 
remain  subdued.  Ofgas  said 
yesterday  that  nearly  17  per 
cent,  or  84.700  homes,  of  the 
500,000  able  to  shop  around 
had  moved  from  British  Gas. 

The  majority  of  those  chang¬ 
ing  in  the  South  West  said  they 


had  done  so  for  price  rather 
than  out  of  dissatisfaction  with 
British  Gas’s  service.  Door¬ 
step  sales,  which  have  caused 
considerable  controversy, 
were  surprisingly  well  re¬ 
ceived.  More  than  half  of  those 
people  who  had  had  face-to- 
face  contact  with  gas  sales 
people  said  they  were  satis¬ 
fied,  with  23  per  cent  com¬ 
plaining  that  they  were  not 


De  Beers  demands  Western  launches 
Russian  sales  pact  $3.5bn  bid  for  ADT 


DE  BEERS,  the  South  African 
diamond  giant,  has  threat¬ 
ened  to  leave  Russia  in  the 
cold  if  a  new  sales  pact  is  not 
clinched  soon.  The  group, 
announcing  record  sales  of 
rough  gems,  said  it  was  not 
prepared  to  continue  to  buy 
diamonds  under  a  temporary 
arrangement  beyond  trie  end 
of  the  year. 

Russia  provides  about  20  per 
cent  of  diamonds  sold  through 
foe  marketing  arm  of  De  Beers, 
the  Central  Selling  Organis¬ 
ation  (CSO),  which  itself  has  a 
stranglehold  on  world  trade.  !r 
sells  about  75  per  cent  of  newly 
mined  diamonds  sold  world¬ 
wide  and  spends  significant 
sums  buying  up '"outside"  sup¬ 
plies  from  territories  like  Ango¬ 
la.  The  CSO  broke  with  the 
Argyie  mine  in  Australia  in 
June,  losing  an  additional  6  per 
cent  of  rough  sales. 

De  Beers  has  been  sitting  on 
a  revised  deal  with  Russia  for 
most  of  the  year  and  has  grown 


increasingly  frustrated  with 
the  lack  of  progress.  The  previ¬ 
ous  accord,  signed  in  1989.  left 
De  Beers  obliged  to  accept 
large  parcels  of  gems  despite  a 
high  “leakage”  of  diamonds 
outside  foe  CSO  net  A  spokes¬ 
man  said:  “We  are  tired  of 
being  a  buyer  of  last  resort" 

Delays  have  been  blamed 
on  ministries  and  business 
elements  fighting  to  capitalise 
on  gem  sales.  From  January  I, 
the  CSO  will  no  longer  be 
obliged  to  buy  Russian  dia¬ 
monds  if  agreement  has  not 
been  reached. 

The  uncertainties  failed  to 
dent  CSO  sales  of  rough  dia¬ 
monds,  which  rose  to  a  record 


FRom  Richard  Thomson  in  new  york 


WESTERN  RESOURCES  has 
launched  a  $35  billion  take¬ 
over  bid  for  ADT,  foe  security 
and  car  auction  group  headed 
by  Michael  Ashcroft 

The  takeover  would  create 
by  far  the  largest  security 
company  in  America,  where 
ADT  is  already  the  market 
leader  and  Western  is  the 
third  largest  after  its  takeover 
of  Westmghouse.  Securities 
Systems  three  days  ago. 

If  successful.  Mr  Ashcroft  is 
likely  to  be  ousted  from  foe 
company  he  builr  up  during 
the  1980s.  Western,  which 
already  owns  27  per  cent  of 


$4.8  billion  in  1996,  a  rise  of  7  '  ADT.  has  convened  a  special 


per  cent  There  was  some 
disruption  in  cutting  centres  in 
India  after  Argyle's  decision  to 
market  its  diamonds  direct,  but 
second-half  sales  remained 
strong  at  $2.1  million. _ 

Tempus,  page  24 


meeting  of  ADT  shareholders 
to  replace  the  board  before 
completing  foe  takeover.  ADT 
is  expected  to  reject  the  bid. 

Two  months  ago  Republic 
Industries,  the  waste  disposal 
and  auctions  group  run  by 
Wayne  Huizenga.  the  entre¬ 


preneur,  allowed  a  $5  trillion 
all-shares  bid  for  ADT  to  lapse 
after  Republic’s  shares  fell 
heavily,  reducing  foe  value  of 
foe  offer. 

Western  is  offering  $2250 
for  each  ADT  share  in  cash 
and  shares,  giving  a  12  per 
cent  premium  over  the  compa¬ 
ny's  closing  price  of  $20.12  in 
New  York  on  Tuesday. 

While  Mr  Ashcroft  had  a 
dose  relationship  with  Mr 
Huizenga,  who  owns  the  land 
on  which  ADTs  Boca  Raton 
headquarters  stands,  he  is  not 
friendly  with  Western.  How¬ 
ever.  he  would  make  about 
$100  million  dollars  from  foe 
takeover. 

Western  is  likely  to  keep  foe 
security  business  of  ADT  while 
spinning-off  foe  car  auction 
operation,  which  is  one  of  the 
largest  in  the  US.  ADTs  Euro¬ 
pean  car  auction  business  was 
sold  earlier  this  year. 


Lloyd’s  test  cases  get  under  way 


By  Jon  Ashworth 

LLOYD’S  OF  LONDON  goes 
to  court  today  in  the  next  stage 
of  its  drawn-out  battle  with 
non-paying  names.  Lloyd's  is 
seeking  to  establish  a  bendi- 
mark  with  respect  to  recover¬ 
ing  outstanding  funds. 
Judgment  could  be  postponed 
until  after  Christmas. 

Lloyd'S  hopes  to  secure  so- 
called  Order  14  judgments  in 
three  test  cases,  setting  the 
tone  for  future  action.  It  is 
focusing  on  individuals  who 
have  refused  to  pay  premiums 


to  Equitas.  the  reinsurance 
company  set  up  to  take  on  foe 
institution's  old  liabilities. 
Nonpayment  on  grounds  of 
alleged  fraud  will  not  feature 
in  today’s  hearing.  It  will  be 
dealt  with  separately  in  foe 
new  year. 

More  than  870  writs  have 
been  issued  so  far  against  548 
non-paying  names  in  the  UK 
and  abroad.  About  1,850 
names  owed  E496  million 
when  the  action  commenced, 
but  a  steady  number  have 
come  forward  requesting 
talks.  Debt  recoveries  are 


being  led  by  Philip  Holden, 
who  is  on  secondment  to 
Lloyd's  from  the  firm  of  Dibb 
Lupton  Alsop. 

Another  law  firm, 
Freshfields,  is  working  on 
today's  action.  Gordon  Pol¬ 
lock.  QC.  acting  for  Lloyd's,  is 
likely  to  draw  heavily  on  foe 
settlement  offer  doaiment- 
Steps  to  recover  debts  got 
underway  after  a  majority  of 
names  endorsed  the  Lloyd’s 
Reconstruction  and  Renewal 
(R&R)  plan.  Tony  Gooda.  the 
disgraced  underwriter,  and 
Robin  Kingsley,  chairman  of 


foe  Lime  Street  Agency,  are 
among  those  to  have  received 
writs. 

O  The  number  of  individual 
names  underwriting  at 
Lloyd's  is  set  to  fall  sharply 
next  year.  Lloyd's  says  that 
9,972  names  will  supply  £5.8 
billion  of  capacity,  down  from 
12,798  in  1996.  The  balance  of 
£*L5  billion  (£3,04  bflGon)  will 
cone  from  202  corporate  and 
limited  liability  names,  leav¬ 
ing  allocated  capacity  little 
changed  at  £10.3  billion. 

A  softer  image,  page  25 


THE  Securities  and  Investments  Board  (SUB),  the  City’s  chief 
watchdog,  will  today  unveil  a 'series  of  measures  design™  to 
make  metal  transactions  on  the  London  Metal  Exchange 
more  transparent  in  the  wake  of  foe  $2.6  billion  losses 
sustained  by  Sumitomo  Corporation  tins  year. 

The  Securities  and*  Investments  Board,  headed  by  .Sir 
Andrew  Large,- is  expected  to  accept  the  metal  exchanges 
submission  that  it  is.  On  the  whole,  well-regulated-  However, 
besides  reforms  to  the  metal  transaction  reporting  system, 
the  watchdog  wfll  also  w||  for  improvements  on  issues  such 
as  the  -exchanged  governance.  Concerns  have  also  been 
expressed  that  metal  exchange  members  have  mo  much 
control  over  foe  way  the  exchange  is  run.  The 
year  contributed  C7sr\  million  to  foe  Treasury's  coffer.  Tne 
metal  exchange  was  the  first  to  raise  foe  alarm  over  the 
alleged  fraudulent  copper  transactions  of  Yasuo  Hamanaka, 
the  former  chief  trader  at  Sumitomo,  back  in  1991.  In  spite  of 
the  metal  exchange's  concerns,  which  where  reported 
immediately  to  the  SIB,  Mr  Hanianka.  who  is  currently 
bring  held  in .  custody  by  the  Japanese  .authorities,  was 
allowed  to  continue  to  dominate  the  market 

Injunction  blow  for  BT 

THE  High  Court  has  refused  to  grant  British  Telecom  an 
injunction  that  would  have  prevented  rival  AT&T, 
America's  largest  long-distance  carrier,  from  advertising 
comparative  price  rates  in  the  UK.  The  ruling  came  four 
months  after  BT  served  a  writ  on  AT&T,  alleging  that  it 
had  infringed  BTs  trademark  and  “maliciously"  made 
false  statements  about  BTs  service.  AT&T  had  been 
claiming  that  consumers  could  save  up  to  40  per  cent  on 
BTs  international  call  rates  by  switching  to  AT&T. 

Oceonics  to  sell  unit 

OCEON1CS,  foe  troubled  UK  marine  services  group,  is 
poised  to  sell  its  loss-making  survey  and  positioning  activities 
to  Fugro,  the  Dutch  survey  and  geotechnical  company,  for  an 
estimated  £65  million.  If  the  sale  goes  ahead,  the  group  will 
still  own  46  per  cent  of  Gall  Thomson  Environmental,  which 
was  floated  on  foe  Alternative  Investment  Market  in  August. 
Oceonics  reported  pre-tax  profits  of  £2.69  million  for  the  half 
year  to  September  30  (£1.6  million  loss).  Earnings  were  3.9p  a 
share  (5-Ip  loss).  There  is  again  no  interim  dividend. 

Orders  climb  at  Siebe 

SIEBE,  foe  engineering  group,  yesterday  announced  new 
orders  with  a  total  value  of  £150  million.  The  orders  come 
from  international  customers  in  the  chemical,  ofl.  gas.  power 
and  semiconductor  sectors.  In  the  power  generation  sector, 
Siebe  has  grown  its  segmental  market  share  with  systems 
orders  totalling  £85  million  for  projects  in  Australia,  Puerto 
Rico,  America  and  foe  Middle  and  Far  East  The  need  to 
upgrade  plants  in  response  to  increasing  regulation  in  the 
power  industry  offers  Siebe  new  sales  opportunities. 

Creighton’s  fund-raiser 

CREIGHTON’S  NATURALLY,  the  toiletries  manufacturer,  is 
raising  £3J  million  through  a  placing  and  open  offer  of  new 
shares  at  23p  each  to  reduce  borrowings  and  provide  additional 
working  capital.  Existing  shares  feUl2I2pto27,2p.  The  company 
had  losses  of  £1.4  million  (£500,000  losses)  in  the  six  months  to 
September  30.  Exceptional  charges  were  £L5  million.  John  Carr, 
chairman,  said:  The  proposals  will  give  us  a  solid  base  from 
which  to  develop  the  existing  business  of  Creighton’s  and  to  seek 
acquisitions  which  provide  a  basis  for  future  growth.’ 


BRADFORD  &  RINGLETS  NEW  RATES  OF  INTEREST 
EFFECTIVE  FROM  20  DECEMBER  1996 


Account 

TTMESAVER* 


Premier  Deposit* 


Pint  Choice1 
<  Including  Bonn) 


Bon  m  Account 
(Including  Bonus) 


One  Month  Notice 


Special  Asset 


Bonus  120  Account 
find  tiding  Bonus) 


Special  Interest  Bond - 
Erne! 

Classic  D  TESSA 
High  Return  D  TESSA 
High  Return  II  Feeder 

ftfcSkfle  foDotevp  TESSA# 

( Inducing  Bonus) 


Annua)  Interest 


find  tiding  Bonus) ' 


Balance 

Gross  %  pa. 

Net  Equhfc  %  pa. 

£1+  (Bare  Rate)  035 

030 

£100* 

030 

0.40 

£500* 

1.00 

030 

£2300*  - 

1.60 

1-28 

£10.000* 

210 

138 

£25,000* 

230 

2.08 

£1* 

035 

030 

£100* 

130 

138 

£10300* 

3.00 

2-40 

£25300* 

3.75 

3.00 

£50+ 

135. 

1.00 

£500+ 

'  235 

2.04 

£2300* 

235 

£28 

£10300* 

3.40 

2.72 

£25.000+ 

330 

3.04 

GOO* 

.  230 

238 

£2300+ 

2.90 

232 

£10.000* 

345 

2.76 

£25.000* 

335 

3.08 

GOO* 

2.00 

1.60 

£2300* 

230 

134 

£10.000* 

230 

224 

£25.000* 

330 

264 

£50300+ 

4.00 

320 

£2300+ 

.  330 

264 

£5300+ 

335 

284 

£10300* 

435 

3.48 

£20,000* 

430 

3.68 

£40.000+ 

4.90 

;  332 

£80300* 

525 

420 

£5.000* 

5.40 

432 

£30300* 

530 

4.64 

£50300*  ‘ 

536 

4.76 

£100300* 

630 

534 

£10+ 

630 

520 

£500+ 

336 

428' 

£10300+ 

6.15 

492 

£25+ 

535» 

- 

635* 

- 

025 

5:00 

£500* 

530* 

- 

£3,000+ 

630* 

- 

£6300* 

635f 

-  - 

£9.000+ 

OSO1 

- 

£3.001+ 

OC6t 

- 

£9300* 

6_55f 

- 

Monthly  Interest 
%  pa.  Net  Equh.  %  p_». 


ACCOUNTS  NO  LONGER  AVAILABLE  TO  NEW  INVESTORS 


Account 
PiiuOcgr  Bond 


Maturity  Bond 

Maturity  Bond  -  lone  2 

Special  bums  Bonif 
Matured  TESSAi  &  Feeders 
TESSA  Feeder  Account  I 


TESSA* 

Optimum  8c  Classic  1 

High-Kcium  1 


Balance 

Annual  I merest 

Crow  %  p-a.  Net  Equfct  %  pa. 

Monthly  Interest 

Gross  %  pa.  NetEquhc  %  pa. 

£5,000+ 

5.10 

4.08 

490 

352 

£25300* 

530 

4.48 

5.40 

.  .  .  432 

£50300+ 

5.70 

456 

530 

440 

£100.000+ 

530  . 

464 

5.60 

448 

£5JK»+ 

3.10  - 

408 

490 

392 

£25300+ 

5.60 

448 

5.40 

452 

£5,000+ 

6-10 

438 

530 

472 

£25,000+ 

635 

5.08 

6.15 

’  492 

G00* 

530 

424 

- 

- 

335 

338 

- 

- 

635 

5l0B 

- 

•  - 

Gn»*[u. 

5-35 

635 


Bonus  %  pa. 
1,00 
130 


Tax-Exempt  %  pj- 

635 

.735 
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THE  TIMES  THURSDAY  DECEMBER  19 1996 


BUSINESS  NEWS  23 


□  The  politics  of  power  bids  □  Mixed  reception  for  Societies  Bill  □  Perverse  view  taken  on  retail  sales 


□  IT  is  not  often  that  stock 
market  investors  see  file  eqtriva- 
lent  of  a  bundle  of  banknotes 
lymg  unwanted  in  the  middle  Of 
me  road,  and  no  moral  obliga¬ 
tion  to  hand  ihe  lot  into  the  load 

police  station.  But  the  current 
sjarepnce of  London  Electricity 
at  Kju'zp  is  saying  there  is  a 
significant  chance  of  the  bid.  at 
719 -3f?  a  share  if  you  include  the 
promised  interim  dividend,  not 
going  ahead. 

There  is  only  one  reason  why 
this  might  happen,  and  this  is 
gm^rnment  interference.  Ian 
Lang,  President  of  the  Board  of 
Trade,  has  shown  himself  hugely 
unpredictable  of  late,  but  fere 
seems  no  reason  why  be  should 
allow  through  a  controversial 
and  contested  American  offer  for 
Northern  Electric  and  then  block 
an- agreed  one  for  London. 

Put  this  to  the  market  doubt¬ 
ers.  and  they  mutter  that  a 
purchase  of  London  could  be 
“too  politically  sensitive”,  a  view 
that  has  now  become  received, 
wisdom.  The  argument  seems  to 
be  that  the  capital’s  power  lines 
are  so  sacred,  keeping  the  lights 
burning  for  all  those  politicians, 
industrialists  and  opinion 
formers,  that  they  cannot  be 
risked  in  foreign  hands.  Does 
this  mean  that  those  living  in 
more  benighted  parts  of  the 
British  Isles  can  cheerfully  be 
cast  into  the  outer  darkness? 
Presumably  not  Assume  Mr 


Lang  is  in  a  rational  mood.  The 


even  if  no  counter-bid  locdcs 
likely.  Northern’s  share  price 
spent  the  day  moving  back¬ 
wards,  as  the  market  gradually 
decided  the  level  of  the  London 
affer  meant  its  own  terras,  to  be 
derided  on  by  shareholders  by 
tomorrow  lunchtime,  were  less 
attractive.  It  is  hard  to  make  this 
stack  up  from  the  mathematics. 
The  advisers  to  Entergy  worked 
it  thus.  They  looked  at  the  terms 
an  offer  in  the  third  running 
electricity  bid,  far  East  Mid¬ 
lands,  substituted  London's  cash 
flow,  and  ended  at  £7  or  so, 
adding  die  dividend  to  appear  on 
the  generous  ride.  London 
wasn't  arguing-. 

But  East  Midlands  and 
London  are  very  similar  busi¬ 
nesses.  Northern  is  not.  with  a 
more  stretched  balance  sheet 
and  in  a  less  attractive  part  of  the 
country,  in  energy  consumption 
terms.  It  flies  in  the  face  of  logic 
to  assess  the  three  on  die  same 
basis.  The  780p  Northern  was 
suggesting  yesterday  looks  a 
fantasy.  But  the  battle  will  be  a 
near-nm  thing. 

-  The  London  offer  seems  to  sea] 


the  fate  of  the  remaining  two 
regional  electricity  distributors, 
Yorkshire  and  Southern.  Ameri¬ 
can  power  firms  are  keen  to  buy 
here  both  to  escape  a  restrictive 
regulatory  siraight-jacker  at 
home  and  to  gain  experience  in 
our  system  of  regulation,  widely 
expected  to  be  aatffited  there  and 
in  various  growth  markets  for 
electricity  around  the  world. 

They  will  have  to  do  so  before 
the  ejection  and  will  not  be  put 
off  by  any  windfall  tax.  Heaven 
knows  what  Mr  Lang  w31  do 
when  the  last  domino  tails.  But 
look  on  the  bright  ride.  A  fair 
lew  merchant  bankers  have  had 
their  Christmases  ruined. 


Pennington 


Mutual  joy  could 
be  short-lived 


□  THOSE  building  societies 
keen  on  mutuality  were  effusive 
in  their  welcome  for  the  new 
revised  Building  Societies  Bill. 
They  may  live  to  regret  then- 
enthusiasm.  One  senior  figure  at 
a  society  headed  for  the  stock 
market  made  the  usual  seasonal 


mip  about  “turkeys  voting  for 
Christmas”,  suggesting  that  the 


legislation  left  the  determinedly 
mutual  set  more  vulnerable  to 
takeovers  than  beforc. 

Cgh  tinning  in  the  same 
ornithological  vein,  he  said  the 
Bill  afforded  satieties  no  greater 
protection  and  left  them  uke  so 
many  "sitting  dudes*,  tasty 
meals  for  predators  such  as  BAT. 
This  last  would  indeed  love  a 
sizeable  mutual  such  as  the 
Nationwide,  while  there  are 
plenty  of  other  aggressors  such 
as  Lloyds  TSB,  already  owner  of 
the  Cheltenham  &  Gloucester. 

It  is  hard  not  to  agree  with 
him.  Some  might  find  it  surpris¬ 
ing  that  the  societies  did  not 
lobby  more  aggressively  for  the 
strengthening  erf  the  two-year 
rule.  This  prevents  those  who 
have  not  been  with  a  society  for 


this  length  of  time  from  receiving 
cash  on  the  takeover  of  a  society. 
They  can,  however,  be  rewarded 
in  shares,  which  amounts  to  the 
same  thing. 

Ever  the  politician,  Angela 
Knight,  Economic  Secretary  to 
the  Treasury,  has  declined  to 
play  hunt  the  carpet-bagger  and 
reduce  the  numbers  of  investors 
eligible  for  a  payout  Anxious  to 
spread  the  “feel-good”  factor  far 
and  wide,  she  would  never  have 
wanted  to  make  it  more  difficult 
for  as  many  as  possible  to  pick  a 
parcel  of  free  shares.  Some 
cynical  commoitatars  have  even 
suggested  this  to  en¬ 

sure  as  many  households  as 
possible  receive  such  windfalls 
may  have  something  to  do  with 
the  election.  Perish  me  thought. 

The  result  is  that  predators 
will  find  it  easier  to  persuade  the 
members  of  a  society  to  accept 
their  offer.  Had  the  Bui  moved  to 
exclude  members  of  less  than 
two  years  standing  from  wind¬ 
falls.  they  could,  in  a  fit  of  pique, 
have  used  their  votes  to  rebuff 
the  aggressor.  Instead,  they 
benefit  with  the  rest 

The  Bill  may  still  not  gain  the 
necessary  parliamentary  time. 


But  whether  it  becomes  law  or 
not,  it  has  added  extra  spice  to 
that  favourite  national  sport. 
Mutual  Lottery. 


Tis  the  season 


to  be  gloomy 


□  BRITAIN’S  history  of  boom 

and  bust  is  now  so  entrenched  in 

the  national  psychology  that 
some  welcome  perkiness  on  the 
high  street  is  condemned  as  a 
wicked  luxury.  So  yesterday's 
rise  of  0.7  per  cent  in  retail  sales 
in  November  —  a  whopping  0.2 

Ex  cent  more  than  City  scrib- 
ers  had  been  expecting  —  was 
greeted  as  a  danger  signal, 
warning  of  inflation  and  higher 
interest  rates  ahead.  Scrooge 
would  have  been  proud  of  us. 

Let  us  examine  the  facts. 
Growth  in  retail  sales  has  ac¬ 
tually  slowed  down  from  the 
summer  months.  In  November, 
four  out  of  five  of  the  non-food 
sales  categories  measured  by 
official  statisticians  saw  their 
annual  growth  rates  fall.  The 
main  target  of  suspicion  for  the 
City’s  inflation  Jeremiahs  was 
the  fad  that  clothing  and  foot¬ 


wear  sales  rose  healthily  despite 
the  fact  that  prices  are  rising. 

But  put  this  in  perspective. 
Clothing  and  footwear  prices  are 
only  just  higher  than  a  year  ago 
having  showed  year  on  year  fans 
for  months.  Verdict  Research 
yesterday  specifically  noted  that 
clothing  and  footwear  was  a 
patchy  sector,  so  much  so  that  a 
number  of  retailers  had  intro¬ 
duced  pre-Christmas  sales  to  try 
and  entice  shoppers  to  spend. 

If  that  doesn't  lighten  dark 
thoughts  of  inflation,  so  cur¬ 
mudgeonly  in  ihis  festive  season, 
perhaps  it  is  worth  noting  that 
November's  sales  predated  the 
latest  round  of  mortgage  in¬ 
creases.  Together  with  the  base 
rate  rise  the  City  so  confidently 
expects  early  next  year,  perhaps 
we  consumers  should  be  allowed 
to  enjoy  a  tiny  spending  spree 
before  the  sky  fa  Us  in. 


Building  cracks 


□  RECOVERY  for  the  building 
industry  is  now  officially  under 
way.  Builders  are  like  fanners  — 
it  is  too  hoi  or  too  cold,  too  wet  or 
too  dry-  The  first  sign  of  any 

rm  is  moaning  about  labour 
tages,  which  send  wages 
higher.  A  warning  arrived  on  cue 
yesterday,  from  the  chartered 
surveyors.  Having  spent  six 
years  laying  people  off  because  of 
falling  workload,  the  builders 
are  now  short  of  staff  again.  < 


Gulf  bid  for  Clyde  lifts 
oil  exploration  shares 


Rexam  to 
sell  off  20 
businesses 


First  Choice  cuts  payout 
despite  profits  recovery 


By  Carl  Mortished 


OIL  exploration  stocks  soared 
yesterday  as  Gulf  Canada 
Resources  launched  a  surprise 
bid  for  Clyde  Petroleum. 

The  Canadian  energy 
group,  once  part  of  Olympia  & 
York,  the  Rtichmann  broth¬ 
ers’  failed  property  empire,  is 
offering  £432  million  in  cash, 
or  lOSp  per  share,  for  the 
British  North  Sea  exploration 
company,  which  recently  ac¬ 
quired  assets  in  Indonesia  an d 
Australia.  . 

Clyde's  share  price  jumped 
from  84p  to  llSp  on  news  of  the 
bid.  Clydes  board  later  said 
that  the  offer  was  unaccept¬ 
able  and  failed  to  take  account 
of  the  group's  record  and 
prospects.  ......... 

Other  ail  shares,  inducting 
Enterprise.  Hardy  ana 
Lasma  joined '  the  rally- and 
analysts  predicted  that  Gulf. 


Canada's  move  would  spark 
off  other  bids  in  the  UK'S' 
independent  ofl  exploration 
sector. 

Colin  Smith,  analyst  at 
BZW.  .  explained  that  UK  03 
shares  looked  cheap  to  North 
American  companies  valuing 
the  sector  on  cashflow  multi¬ 
ples.  “This  could  be  the  return 
of  1988  when  prices  in'  the 
North  Sea  lost  touch  with 
reality.  Now  is  not  the  time  to 
sell."  he  commented. 

Gulf  Canada’s  bid  came 
without  wanting  James  Bry¬ 
an,  chief  executive  officer,  said 
he  had  no  previous  contact 
with  Clyde  and  only  attempted 
to  call  Its  chairman,  Malcolm 
Gout-Lay.  minutes  before  the 
bid  tehns  were  published  by 
the,  Stock  Exchange.  Mr  Bry¬ 
an  said:  “I  think  this  is  the  best 
way  to  do  it  We  put  out  a  price 


which  we  think  is  fair.  This  is 
not  hostile  to  shareholders.  It 
may  be  hostile  to  people  who 
want  to  keep  their  jobs  but 
that  is  not  die  real  issue.” 

Mr  Bryan  said  that  Gulf 
was  interested  in  Clyde's  pro¬ 
duction.  profile  and  obtaining 
a  position  in  the  North  Sea. 
“we  don't  .want  to  pay  a 
premium  for  exploration  and 
Clyde  doesn’t  have  one."  he 
commented.  He  said  that  Gulf 
had  lined  up  a  C$1  billion 
bank  facility  to  fond  the 
purchase  of  Clyde. 

Gulf  claimed  yesterday  that 
its  offer  represented  a  premi¬ 
um  of  69  per  cent  over  Clyde’s 
published  net  asset  value  per 
share  and  a  25  per  cent 
premium  over  a  “going  con¬ 
cern"  vahie  of  84p  attributed  to 
Hoare  Govett,  Clyde’s  stock¬ 
brokers.  Directors1  of  Clyde, 


including  Mr  Gburlay.  sold 
share  options  on  Monday  ax  a 
price  of  Sip. 

With  a  market  worth  of  $22 
billion.  Gulf  Canada  has  ex¬ 
panded  rapidly  since  it 
emerged  from  the  ashes  of 
Olympia  &  York  in  1995  via  a 
C$300  million  management 
buy-in.  Gulf  has  521  million 
barrels  of  net  proven  reserves 
and  its  production  averaged 
141,000  barrels  per  day  in  the 
third  quarter  of  this  year. 

Gulf  has  extensive  interests 
in  Indonesia,  where  Clyde 
recently  acquired  a  stake  in 
the  Kakap  field.  Mr  Bryan 
said  that  Gulf  would  move  its 
international  operations  from 
Calgary  to  London.  The  com¬ 
pany  also  plans  to  float  off  $2 
billion  of  its  Indonesian  off 
interests,  an  the  Singapore 
‘  stock  exchange. 


REXAM,  the  paper  and 
packaging  company,  con- 
finned  yesterday  that  it  is  to 
put  20  businesses  with  a 
total  turnover  of  £300  mil¬ 
lion  on  the  market  (Aiasdair 
Munay  writes). 

The  move  follows  a  re¬ 
view  that  resulted  in  the 
company  restructuring  into 
seven  divisions. 

While  looking  for  buyers, 
the  company  will  place  the 
businesses  in  a  new  divi¬ 
sion.  Rexam  Octagon. 

Rolf  Borjesson,  chief  exec¬ 
utive,  said  the  company 
would  initially  use  proceeds 
from  the  sales  to  cut  debt 
although  it  would  seek  to 
strengthen  its  divisions  in 
the  medium  term.  Rexam 
said  that  about  4,000  staff 
would  beaff cried  by  the  sale 
plan.  It  was  confident  that 
job  -  losses  would  be 
nrimnriscd.Tempus,  page  24 


By  Marianne  Curphey 


FIRST  Choice  Holidays,  the 
UK’s  third  largest  tour  opera¬ 
tor,  is  cutting  the  total  divi¬ 
dend  fra*  1996  in  spite  of  a 
recovery  in  pre-tax  profits  to 
£10  million  from  £13  million. 

The  total  dividend  for  the 
year  to  October  is  cut  to  28p 
from  335p  previously,  with  a 
final  payment  of  1.4p. 

Peter  Long,  managing  direc¬ 
tor.  who  replaced  Francis 
Baron  after  a  boardroom  dis¬ 
pute,  said  that  he  hoped  to 
achieve  a  future  dividend  cav¬ 
er  of  three  times  earnings.  The 
group  has  declined  to  say 
when  this  might  occur. 

Earnings  per  share  for  the 
full  year  were  2-lp,  compared 
with  a  1.6p  loss  In  1995. 

Mr  Baron  was  paid 
£600,000 on  the  termination  of 
bis  contract,  it  was  disclosed 
yesterday.  The  group  con¬ 
firmed  that  David  GflL  group 
finance  director,  was  joining 


Baron:  £600,000  payment 


Manchester  United  and 
would  be  replaced  by  Lance 
Moir.  formerly  at  Bass,  in 
February. 

The  shares  rose  4hp  to 


b3hp  yesterday  amid  hopes 
that  the  new  management 
team  would  improve  margins 
and  reduce  costs. 

The  dividend  cut  comes  13 
months  after  First  Choice 
launched  a  £44.1  million 
rights  issue  at  60p  a  share  to 
enable  it  to  buy  Skibound.  the 
leading  operator  in  the  UK 
group  ski  market 

Meanwhile.  Thomson  and 
Airtours.  the  two  biggest  tour 
operators,  have  been  referred 
to  the  Monopolies  and  Merg¬ 
ers  Commission  for  alleged 
anti-competitive  behaviour,  a 
charge  that  First  Choke  has 
escaped. 

Mr  Long  said  that  bookings 
for  the  UK  summer  season 
were  up  42  per  cent  on  last 
year  and  the  group  had  sold  25 
per  cent  of  foil-season  capaci¬ 
ty.  compared  with  17  per  cent 
in  1995.  Winter  bookings  are 
down  2  per  cent. 


Temp  us.  page  24 


Channel  5 
tunes  in  to 
£150m  costs 


By  Eric  Regulv 
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PEARSON,  the  publishing 
and  entertainment  company, 
confirmed  yesterday  that  re¬ 
tuning  costs  of  Channel  5, 
where  it  has  a  24  per  cent 
holding,  have  climbed  to  E150 
million,  more  than  doable  the 
original  estimate.  The  cost, 
revealed  in  The  Times  last 
week,  was  contained  in  an 
end-of-year  trading  statement 
The  channel  will  makes  its 
debut  on  March  30. 

Pearson  also  confirmed 
that  Mindscape,  its  US  com¬ 
puter  games  business,  is  ex¬ 
pected  to  lose  £46  million  but 
will  break  erven  late  next  year. 
Analysts  think  Maijorie 
Scardino.  who  replaces  Frank 
Barlow  as  chief  executive  in 
January,  will  seD  Mindscape. 
There  is  speculation  that  she 
may  sell  Pearson's  half  inter¬ 
est  in  boards,  as  weD 
asMadame  Tussauds. 
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Maijorie  Scardino  is  thought  likely  to  sdl  Mindscape  when  she  joins  Pearson  as  dnef  executive 


Salisburys  collapse 


*  costly  for  Hartstone 


London  ammunition 
for  Northern  defence 


By  Sarah  Cunningham 


By  Christine  Buckley,  industrial  correspondent 


Assume  nothing  - 


THE  collapse  of  the  SaJis- 
burys  chain  of  handbag  and 
luggage  shops  cost  Hartstone 
Group,  the  hosiery  and  leath¬ 
er  goods  manufacturer,  £1 
million  and  helped  id  push  a 
£2.1  million  into  the  red  in  the 
first  half  of  this  year. 

Hartstone  was  a  supplier  to 
SaL'sbutys,  which  was  the  first 
company  bought  during  the 
expansion  of  fitea ,  which  was 
put  into  recovers  hip  in  June, 

In  the  six  months  ro  Septem¬ 
ber  30,  Hartstone  also  in¬ 


curred  £2.1  million  one-off 
costs  as  it  merged  its  two  US 
operations.  Etienne  Aigner 
and  Michael  Stevens,  and 
dosed  its  group  head  office.  A 
year  ago.  it  made  a  E2.9 
million  first-half  profit. 

During  the  first  two  months 
of  the  second  half,  operating 
profits  were  significantly 
ahead  of  last  year,  the  com¬ 
pany  said.  The  interim  divi¬ 
dend  has  been  maintained  at 
0.16p  per  share,  payable  on 
February  12. 


NORTHERN  ELECTRIC  has 
stepped  up  its  fight  against  CE 
Electric’s  £782  million  hostile 
bid,  which  closes  tomorrow, 
by  arguing  that  the  bid  for 
London  Electricity  increased 
the  value  of  independent  elec-, 
tririty  companies. 

CE  Electric  is  offering  650p 
for  each  Northern  share.  But 
Northern  says  it  would  be 
worth  78Qp  a  share  on  the 
multiple  used  for  London  by 
Entergy.  Northern  has  previ¬ 
ously  indicated  a  value  of 745p 


a  share  but  would  have  dis¬ 
cussed  a  bid  around  700p. 

David  Morris,  Northern’s 
chairman,  said:  "CE  Electric  is 
looking  to  short-change  inves¬ 
tors  in  Northern  Electric  with 
a  price  whose  inadequacy  is 
further  highlighted  by  today's 
bid  for  London  Electricity.” 

David  SokoL  chairman  and 
chief  executive  of  CE  Electric, 
said:  “Entergy  had  the  opportu¬ 
nity  to  acquire-  Northern  Elec¬ 
tric  at  a  price  of  more  than  65flp 
per  share  but  chose  not  to.” 


Mayflower’s  £38m  paperchase 


ByAlasdair  Murray 


AN  ”  administrative  mix-up 
has  led  to  millions  of  pounds 
worth  of  share  certificates 
bong  issued  by  Mayflower 
Holdings,  the  vehicle  parts 
company,  even  though  they 
cannot  -be  traded  *  until 
Monday. 

A  total  of32S  mfflkm  new 
shares  At  126p  have  been 


issued  by  Mayflower  in  its  £38 
million  rights  issue  to  help 
fond  tine  company’s  £165  mil¬ 
lion  acquisition  of  SCSM 
Holdings,  the  US  pressing 
business. 

Mayflower  said  yesterday 
that  investors  acquiring 
shares  in  the  company  should 
not  accept  settlement  through 
the  new  certificates  until  the 
rights  issue  shares  are  official¬ 


ly  admitted  to  the  Stock 
Exchange  on  December  23. 

The  certificates  were  dis¬ 
tributed  by  the  company’s 
registrars,  the  Royal  Bank  of 
Scotland,  on  December  IZ 
Neither  the  Royal  Bank  nor 
Mayflower  were  yesterday 
willing  to  accept  responsi¬ 
bility  for  the  mistake.  May¬ 
flower’s  existing  shares  dosed 
unchanged  at  MZbp. 


but  expect  some  pleasant  surprises!  A 
monthly  American  Express  statement  not 
only  tells  you  what  you've  spent,  but  also 
carries  special  offers  your  spending  has 
earned -things  Uke  savings  at  exclusive 
hotels,  or  a  free  bottle  of  wine  with  your 
meal  at  a  local  restaurant,  or  even  15%  off 
your  next  raincoat  There  are  literally 
hundreds  of  offers  available  each  month. 
We  only  select  the  ones  most  suited  to 
you,  and  print  them  right  on  the  statement 
So  every  month,  you  could  be  getting 
something  special  from  us,  simply  by 
spending  on  the  Card. 

To  find  oat  how  we  can  help  you 
do  more  call: 


700767 
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Cards 


Attxrion  Express  Senits  Euwpt  Lhmted,  X15.  Office.  Portland  House.  1  Stag  Place.  Loudon  SW1E  SBZ,  Peg.  No:  JJ331 39. 
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Festive  boost  pushes  the 
index  hack  above  4,000 


A  BOUT  of  pre-Christmas 
window  dressing  and  a  sharp 
opening  rise  on  Wall  Street 
carried  share  prices  in  London 
back  above  the  4.000  level  to 
dose  near  their  best  of  the  day. 

Bolstered  by  news  of  three 
sizeable  takeovers  and  an 
opening  gain  for  the  Dow 
Jones  industrial  average  of 
more  than  40  points,  the  FT- 
SE  100  index  soared  38.6  to 
dose  at  4,0182.  Turnover  also 
reached  its  highest  this  week 
with  929  million  shares  chang¬ 
ing  hands.  However,  it  app¬ 
ears  that  much  of  the  turnover 
can  be  accounted  for  by  intra 
trading  between  market-mak¬ 
ers.  Genuine  retail  demand 
was  thin  on  the  mound. 

The  agreed  oner  of  705p  a 
share  for  London.  Electricity 
from  Entergy,  the  US  power 
group,  came  as  no  surprise. 
London  responded  with  a  rise 
of  13p  at  frWap.  The  deal 
values  London  at  £12  billion. 

It  follows  dose  on  the  heels 
of  last  week's  derision  by  Ian 
Lang.  President  of  the  Board 
of  Trade,  to  allow  CE  Electric’s 
bid  for  Northern  Electric  to 
proceed.  Northern  dosed  5'2p 
cheaper  at  630p.  The  Govern¬ 
ment  also  gave  the  go-ahead 
yesterday  for  Dominion  Re¬ 
sources  to  pursue  its  £1-3 
billion  bid  for  East  Midlands. 
4p  higher  at  661  'ap. 

But  the  market  was  caught 
an  the  hop  by  the  agreed  bid 
for  Clyde  Petroleum  of  105p  a 
share  from  Gulf  Canada  Re¬ 
sources.  Clyde  rejected  the  bid. 
which  values  it  at  £432  mil¬ 
lion.  out  of  hand.  Clyde  re¬ 
sponded  with  a  rise  of  34p  to 
ll8p  as  almost  five  minion 
shares  changed  hands. 

The  bid  for  Clyde  and  the 
Government  derision  to  offer 
remaining  blocks  of  the  North 
Sea  for  exploration  also 
prompted  mark-ups  for  Cairn 
Energy,  21'«p  to  Wap,  En¬ 
terprise  CHI.  24p  at  595'zp, 
Hardy  On  &  Gas.  23' ip  to 
296p.  Monument  00  &  Gas, 
4pto  65p,  Premier  00, 2*2p  to 
32lap.  and  Lasmo,  7'2p  to 
227p. 

Michael  Ashcroft's  ADT 
surged  162’ap  to  £13.75  as 
Western  Resources  offered  to 
mop  up  the  outstanding  73  per 
cent  of  the  shares  it  does  not 
own  for  $3.5  billion,  fn 
September  ADT  abandoned  a 
$5  billion  merger  with  Repub¬ 
lic  Industries  because  of  mar¬ 
ket  uncertainty. 

General  Accident  finished 
19p  higher  at  73512p  on  persis¬ 
tent  suggestions  that  BAT 
Industries  may  be  looking  to 
bid  after  talks  with  Commer-, 


BA  was  9’zp  higher  after  Bob  Ayling  charted  a  new  course 


dal  Union  about  a  possible 
merger  broke  down.  Commer¬ 
cial  Union  came  in  for  profit¬ 
taking  after  hitting  a  high  this 
week  on  speculative  buying.  It 
finished  6'2p  cheaper  at 

686!2p. 

Some  bearish  comments 
from  NatWest  Securities  left 
Rentolal  2p  lighter  at  437p. 
After  meeting  the  company 
earlier  this  week  the  broker 


Laing.  the  brokers,  both  rate 
the  shares  a  “buy". 

British  Airways  rose  9'ap  to 
60Ip  after  telling  USAir  it 
planned  to  dispose  of  its  24.6 
per  cent  shareholding.  Bob 
Ayling,  chief  executive,  said 
BA  regretted  the  action  but 
would  not  get  into  bed  with  an 
unwilling  partner.  USAir  de¬ 
rided  on  legal  action  alter  BA 
announced  plans  to  link  up 


Persisent  buying  has  carried  FoDtes.  the  property  and 
engineering  group,  dose  to  its  high.  The  ordinary  finned  lp  to 
66p  yesterday,  with  the  family-con  trolled  non-voting  also  Ip 
firmer  at  63'2p-  There  is  talk  the  group  may  be  demerging  its 
engineering  side.  Assets  are  estimated  at  1  lOp  a  share. 


has  also  trimmed  its  profit 
forecast  for  die  current  year  by 
3  per  cent  to  £317  million. 

The  year-end  trading  up¬ 
date  from  Pearson  was 
deemed  to  be  bullish  and  the 
price  responded  with  a  rise  of 
22p  at  711  hp.  Trading  during 
the  second  half  had  been  in 
line  with  expectations.  The 
strength  of  sterling  had  not 
affected  profits.  Klein  wort 
Benson  and  Credit  Lyonnais 


with  rival  American  Airlines. 

Fairey  rose  4'ap  to  586' ap 
on  further  reflection  of  its  £51.1 
million  bid  for  Burnfield.  *2p 
firmer  at  L36p.  The  terms 
value  Burnfield  at  146.6p  a 
share. 

The  capital  restructuring  at 
Wessex  Water  left  the  shares 
’ap  easier  at  365 *2p.  As  part  of 
the  deal  Waste  Management 
International  will  reduce  its 
holding  from  19.5  per  cent  to 


ENTERPRISE  OIL:  SHARES 
HOISTED  TO  HIGH  ON 
SPECULATIVE  BUYING 

Enterprise  OBt  M 

share  price  E  la 
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33  per  cent,  with  Wessex 
bidding  380p  for  10  per  cent  of 
tiie  shares  not  held  by  WM1. 
The  entire  cost  of  the  buyback 
is  estimated  at  £240  million. 
This  follows  the  Government's 
derision  to  block  Wessex's  bid 
for  South  West  Water,  down 
12’ap  at596l2p. 

Hartstone  finned  Ip  to 
12>4p  after  holding  the  divi¬ 
dend  despite  plunging  into  the 
red  in  the  first  six  months. 
Losses  were  £2.1  million  com¬ 
pared  with  a  profit  last  time  of 
almost  £3  million.  Increased 
losses  at  Richards  left  its 
shares  4p  off  at  35,zp. 

The  decision  not  to  pay  a 
dividend  and  to  ask  share¬ 
holders  for  an  extra  E3.1 
million  left  Creighton’s  Natu¬ 
rally  nursing  a  foil  of  12 ’ap  at 
27’2p.  The  placing  and  open 
offer  at  23p  will  oe  used  to 
secure  the  group's  immediate 
future.  The  group  plunged 
into  the  red  last  year  with 
losses  of  £1.4  million. 

A  near  trebling  of  profits 
lifted  Dawson  Holdings  225p 
to  £21.75.  Profit  growth  is 
expected  to  come  from  its 
electronic  publishing  arm. 

BZW  Endowment  Fond 
established  an  opening  premi¬ 
um  after  the  issue  had  been 
oversubscribed.  The  invest¬ 
ment  trust  was  offered  at  50p 
and,  after  reaching  a  high  for 
the  day  of  52’  ap.  dosed  at  52p. 

Aspen  Communications 
dropped  2!p  to  107' 2p  after 
warning  that  a  change  in  its 
accounting  policy  will  reduce 
profits  this  year  by  £500,000. 

A  leap  in  profits  last  year 
and  news  of  a  strong  rise  in 
bookings  for  the  summer  sea¬ 
son  next  year  lifted  First 
Choke  4’ap  to  63'  ap. 

□  GILT-EDGED:  The  bond 
market  scored  some  early 
losses  after  reacting  badly  to 
the  latest  foil  in  the  unemploy¬ 
ment  numbers.  The  short  end 
of  the  market  bore  the  brunt  of 
the  falls,  while  longer  dated 
issues  dosed  above  their 
worst  This  produced  a  further 
flattening  of  the  yield  curve. 

In  futures  the  March  series 
of  the  long  gilt  dosed  all- 
square  at  £10Sui6asatotalof 
46,000  contracts  were  com¬ 
pleted.  Treasury  8  per  cent 
2015  rose  £ls  to  £10I29jz» 
while  Treasury  8  per  cent 2000 
was  seven  ticks  down  at 

£1027ifi. 

□  NEW  YORK:  High  tech¬ 
nology  shares  were  back  in 
favour  on  Wall  Street  and  the 
sector's  bounce  helped  prices 
generally.  By  midday  the  Dow 
Jones  industrial  average  was 
32.68  points  higher  at  6341.01. 
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GULF  Canada  Resources  is  a  company  in  a 
hurry.  A  management  buy-in  team  runs  the 
oil  explorer  that  emerged  from  the  mess  of  the 
Olympia  &  Yorkreal  estate  collapse.  The 
company's  bulk  shareholders  are  raid  to  be 
patient,  but  its  directors  are  chafing  at  the  bit 
and  Calgary  is  too  small  a  town  for  them.  The 
blight  lights  of  London  have  drawn  them  here 
and  little  Clyde  looks  cheap. 

Gulf  will  have  to  offer  more  to  get  what  it 
wants.  The  price  on  the  table  is  worth  about 
$5  per  proven  barrel  of  oil,  hardly  expensive 
compared  with  the  huge  premium  recently 
paid  by  Saga  in  its  £1.2  billion  bid  for  Santa 
Fe  Exploration.  Moreover,  Gulfs  price 
probably  exdudes  the  benefit  of  Clyde's 
recent  acquisition  from  BHP,  which  adds 
another  20  million  technical  barrels  that 
Clyde  acquired  for  about  65  cents  a  barrel. 


If  Gulf  is  unlikely  to  take  Clyde  at  this  price 

-  the  bidder  seems  to  know  this  having^  up 

a  loan  facility  for  twice  the  value  of  yesterday’s 
offer  —  the  other  certainty  is  that  rivals  are 
doing  their  sums.  North  Sea  assets  look  cheap 
to  North  Americans;  several  US  compantes 
(Conoco,  Area  and  Chevron)  took  part  in  the 
Santa  Ft  auction  and  Gulfs  bid  represents 
less  than  five  times  the  cashflow  of  Clyde 
in] 996.  Scandinavian  oil  companies  are  also 
'  desperate  for  foreign  exposure  and,  if  Saga  is 
any  guide,  are  prepared  to  pay  high  prices. 

claiming  that  their  cost  of  capital  is  low. 

In  the  longer  term,  investors  may  wonder 
how  sensible  these  bids  would  la*  on  oil 
prices  of  $17  or  less.  The  futures  market  is  not 
assuming  that  $23  oil  has  a  big  future  but  in 
the  meantime  holders  of  UK  oil  exploration 
shares  can  laugh  all  the  way  to  the  bank. 


First  Choice 

A  DIVIDEND  cut  is  not 
much  of  a  than&you  to  tbe 
institutions  who.  a  year  ago, 
backed  Fust  Choice's  £44 
million  rights  issue.  How¬ 
ever.  the  tour  operator  has 
little  money  to  splash  around 
—  a  £10  million  profit  on  £1 
billion  worth  of  turnover 
indicates  that  First  Choice  is 
still  the  number  three  opera¬ 
tor  in  the  UK  behind 
Airtours,  which  produced 
£89  million  on  revenues  of 
£1.7  billion.  Better  cost  con¬ 
trol  and  a  programme  that 
indudes  cruising  and  Scan¬ 
dinavia  helped  Airtours. 

First  Choice  has  fried  to 
balance  the  seasonal  UK 
package  holiday  market, 
which  relies  heavily  on  June, 
July  and  August  sales,  by 
expanding  into  Canada.  But 
even  there  it  is  competing 
head-on  with  Airtours. 

Peter  Long,  First  Choice's 


Rexam 

REXAM,  the  paper  and  pack¬ 
aging  company,  has  enjoyed 
a  good  run.  After  a  lacklustre 
performance  over  the  past 
year  —  compounded  by  its 
demotion  from  the  FT-SE 100 
—  it  was  inevitable  that  the 
share  price  would  rebound. 
The  company  has  made  all 
the  right  noises  and  yester¬ 
days  confirmation  that  it 
intends  to  sell  off  20  under¬ 
performing  businesses  was 
greeted  warmly  in  the  City.* 
But  restructuring  solves 
only  part  of  the  company's 
problems.  The  paper  market 
is  flat  in  Europe,  prompting 
Rexam  to  make  a  cautious 
trading  statement  with  its 
interims  in  September.  A 
strengthening  pound  is  also 
likely  to  hurt  Rexam.  Over¬ 
seas  earnings  will  be  weaker 
after  translation  into  sterling 
and  a  stronger  pound  wifi, 
increase  competition  at 
home.  European  paper  man¬ 
ufacturers  are  suffering  from 
overcapacity  and  should  wel¬ 
come  the  competitive  advan- 


group  managing  director  fol¬ 
lowing  .  the  departure  of 
Francis  Baron,  makes  much' 
of  the  inefficiencies  of  the  old 
regune  and  the  brave  cost- 
cutting  world  of  the  new  one 
But  First  Choice  still  lacks 
dedicated  high  street  distri¬ 
bution.  In  1995,  tiie  worst 
trading  year  for  holiday 
companies,  profits  came  not 
from  tout  operating  but  from 


travel  agencies.  Even  if  the 
Monopolies  and  Mergers 
Commission  forces  Thom¬ 
son  and  Airtours  to  sell  some 
outlets,  they  would  still  re¬ 
tain  distribution  clout. 

To  pull  in  the  big  profits 
First  Choice  needs  to  diversi¬ 
fy  overseas,  but  until  its  UK 
business  is  in  order  it  can 
only  daydream  about  holi¬ 
days  abroad. 


WORST  CHOICE 
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tage  of  exporting  to  the  UK. 
Rexam’s  new  management 
deserves  some  credit  for  their 
efforts  but  there  is  little  in  the 
outlook  to  generate  much 
excitement. 

De  Beers 

NEWS  that  De  Beers  has  is¬ 
sued  an  ultimatum  to  Rus-. 
sian  diamond  exporters  is 
hardly  tiie  way  to  cheer  up 
the  jewellery  trade  just  before 
Christmas.  A  little  Christmas 
sparkler  could  be  just  the 
ticket  for  those  seeking  do¬ 
mestic  peace  over  the  holiday 
fortnight  Yet  diamonds  are 
not  so  special  if  the  Russians 
continue  to  dump  them  on 
the  world  market  via  shad¬ 
owy  merchants  in  Antwerp 
and  Tel  Aviv. 

De  Beers  has  spent  ten 
months  trying  to  secure  sig¬ 
natures  on  a  new  trade  agree¬ 
ment  that  would  bring 
Russia  back  into  the  Central 
Selling  Organisation  fold. 
The  CSO  is  a  body  that  seeks 
to  prevent  diamond  prices 
from  falling  and  the  only  car¬ 


tel  that  can  claim  to  operate 
with  consumers'  blessing. 

De  Beers  is  fed  up  with  the 
present  arrangement  be- 
cause  it  reckons  it  is  being 
forced  to  take  rubbish  stones 
while  high-quality  gems  are 
leaking  on  to  the  market  via 
third  parties.  About$l  billion 
of  Russian  diamonds  were 
sold  in  this  fashion  last  year, 
in  large  part  from  stockpiles 
built  up  in  the  Cold  War. 
Most  of  these  are  low-quality 
industrial  diamonds,  de¬ 
pressing  prices  in  that 
market 

De  Beers  had  a  good  year 
with  CSO  sales  totalling  $48 
billion  and  it  reckons  de¬ 
mand  is  strong  enough  to 
keep  gem  prices  high,  even  if 
the  Russians  continue  to  pro¬ 
crastinate.  But  Russia  is  the 
second  big  producer  to  show 
lack  of  solidarity  (Argyle  of 
Australia  has  already  opted 
out).  When  the  next  recession 
begins  to  hurt  consumer  de¬ 
mand,  De  Beers  may  find 
prices  harder  to  controL 
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XU  219.25-19-50  Apr-  1960006.50 

FMJ  —  21175-1400  May  190.7541.00 
Mar  —  235 .5006-75  Vat  8773 

BRENT SUMpm) 

Ft®  - 2135-23.40  May  — 07a 

Mar _ 22.71  BID  Jun  _  2D.9i-21.00 

Apr _ 2207  BID  Vnl:  193L3 


GNI  LONDON  GRAIN  FUTURES 
WHEAT  BARLEY 

(dtwrEU)  (dose  ESQ 

Jan - R5J0  Jan - 93.7S 

Mar -  97-60  Mar - was 

May _  99.60  May -  96J0 

Jul - loaas  sep - wwn 

Sep  - —  9340  Nov - 95.00 

volume  too  Volume:  15 


POTATO  (ESI) 
Mar  — 

Apr - 

May  — 


Open  dose 

—  unq  51 J 

—  610  613 

—  unq  633 

volume  28 


RUBBER  (Na  I  RSS  Of  p/k) 
Ian _ 813541.75 

BIFFEX  (GNI  UdSM/pQ 


Jau  97 

Wsh 

1450 

Uw  Close 

1440  1450 

Feb  97 

1424 

1422  1418 

Apr  97 

1490 

1490  1490 

Jul  07 

1220 

1210  1230 

vok  163  lots 

Open  uumsc  3877 

(Official)  (Volume  prer  day) 

Copper  Gden  Unwind _ 

Lead  (famine)  - 

Zinc  Spec  HI  Gde  (Wound  .. 

Tin  tfrtMine) - 

Ahindnlum  HIGdeff/ronnet 
Nlckd  ttnonne) - 


Series  toa  * 
AUdDom-  420  185 
row  460  4% 

ASDA -  120  Vi 

(■1244  130  2 

Bona - COO  1S*1 

nov  650  2 
Br  Aliways.  600  18% 
(T0I1  650  4 

BP -  660  35 

P67T4  700  9 

Br  Steel —  1(0  Ti 
CUE)  180  0% 
CAW -  460  21 


rawest-  650  33% 

rws i  n»  « 

Safeway  pic  390  15 

f7V(  480  2% 

Salmtany.  3to  13V 
tWJ  370  I'a 

Shell _ -  “KO  37 

(-9771  IOOO  10 
SmUBth-  800  2b 

rang  sso  9 

srorehsc—  300  0 
CunqJ  330  0 
Trafalgar—  SO  0 
(■unq)  60  0 
Zeneca—  l«D  47 
(■lUS’iJ  I7W  IV. 

_ Scries  Jan  i 

BAf  lad _ 4(0  l*q 

P46W  MO  5 
Vodafone-  240  7H 

rasa  ao  n 


l  Jan  Apr  Joi 
4>i  12  23 
30  34S  427. 
2  4V  7 

■7  9i  12 

ID  18  Z75 
i  46".  4h  S71, 
r  If.  24  34 

4Vi  54  W. 
i  S'.  IVi  26 
30  45’.  51 
l  2  Vi  Iff. 

■  15  17  22*i 

Vi  W.  23-1 

■  29  35*.  44', 

V,  35 

i  27  sn  61 

i  91  31  J7V 

r  *T,  W.  67'. 

I  6  144 

i  IT,  25  J7*i 
i  I  64  114 

i  IV,  23  29t 
i  54  27  314 

■  30  S6  99*j 

7  144  23 
254  314  40 
I  4  9  J7 

,  22  254  34 
,  64  2b  3W, 
30  514  61 

20  38  47 

i  514  67  75>, 
0  -  - 
0  -  — 

0  -  — 

0  -  - 
304  714  W. 
084131  U! 

|  Ian  Apr  Jdl 
II  29  36 
16  5f|  61 
74  12  164 

21  M  a 


Cntd  MB—  420  23  M4  42  T>  13  U 

MMW  *0  6  IS4  Z21!  304  35  » 

L»nwtt~  200  25  28  31  I  44  J 

nxB  220  104  154  19  ft  ® 

lird  BiSC_—  200  13  174  204  44  10  12 

raSM  2M  44  84  12  16  23  244 

December  18.  m  IV*  43347  00:25698 
Put  17539  FTCE  Cat  6846  Put  7039 

-Voderiylat;  swnrily  priet 


1 

Chib 

Pofe 

|  Series  ton  Apr  Jd  ton  Apr  Jul 

Baa - 

400  23. 

36 

44 

3 

10  ltf, 

(•47*1 

5t»  3 

IS1, 

U 

23*, 

30  35% 

Thames  W_ 

SSO  42*, 

S7 

65*, 

| 

9%  21 

r*a*o 

HD  9 

36*, 

IT, 

17 

JT,  48% 

Series  MMayAng  FrftMaj  Aug 

BTR - 

feO  I5*i 

IV,  24% 

6*, 

14  15% 

Wl 

280  6% 

10 

IP, 

17*, 

2S%  27 

Er  Aero _ 

USD  S2%  74 

95 

2b 

42%  51% 

nibiy 

1200  » 

5Q 

Wi 

51% 

68%  77 

Britton— 

390  13 

21 

ZTi 

14% 

19%  33 

rwrj 

42D  3% 

V, 

15% 

37 

39%  51 

CKttfliy — 

460  32 

J8 

44 

3% 

12  17 

rea'd 

S00  10 

lb 

21 

21 

33  38 

Guinness — 

430  32 

38 

42*. 

S', 

K  15 

(MATd 

460  9 

16 

22 

24 

32  36 

oec - 

m  20% 

sn 

34% 

7 

10  18*, 

mcN 

390  fa 

14% 

19 

23 

to  34% 

Hanson — 

no  r. 

— * 

— 

4 

—  — 

rui*4 

— « 

— 

—  — 

LASMO _ 

220  14% 

20% 

27% 

8 

10%  12% 

2*1  V, 

12*, 

18% 

19% 

21  21% 

Luuvartre  2®  12 

18 

22% 

8 

12%  »% 

240  4% 

10 

14 

30. 

04  28 

rauirenL-  140  (A 

17% 

IV, 

2 

f.  Vi 

160  3% 

8 

10 

12 

14%  17 

Piwkntial.  «0  30% 

39 

45 

7% 

18  2?, 

500  II 

Ife,  25*t 

27*.  39%  44 

3W  18%  26% 

28 

10 

19  22 % 

P3(ri’4 

*0  6*. 

13 

15 

28 

38  41 

R-utyce — 

240  13 

IV. 

23 

V, 

14%  17% 

r»n 

too  5 

10 

14% 

22 

to  29 

TMCD _ 

330  JO 

37 

41 

4 

10  13 

1*3X5) 

360  II 

19 

24 

16 

23*t  26% 

WUtoms_ 

330  - 

— 

— 

—  — 

unq 

360  - 

— 

— 

— 

~  “ 

nSE  INDEX  (%DI5%) 

SKD 

J950  4000 

«30 

4  HU  4130 

Cab 

DK  119 

70 

to, 

4 

1  0% 

Jan  149 

110% 

75*. 

*7 

25  11 

Ul 

143 

12 

81%  57%  38% 

Mar  193%  isa 

27 

99* 

7S  5S% 

JOB  248%  - 

S3*, 

— 

136  - 

POB 

DK  1 

3 

10*, 

40%  89  IV 

Jan  22 

35 

12% 

75 

KB  145% 

Fteb  44%  S6% 

W 

96* 

124  1ST, 

1  M*r  tB 

81% 

00 

122%  149  lift, 

Jon  KVi  - 

43 

- 

W2 

LONDON  METAL  EXCHANGE  Rudolf  Wolff 
Cask  2I58JJ-2ICA0  3nHfc  2MIJKID3JJ  Vqfc  2648975 
M2JXM92J0  698.SD499J30  263750 

HBM-IIBaO  IQ53JKI0S4JJ  618425 

5750047550  5805JHBI0U0  23480 

1499JM4WS  1531^-15320  183(550 

b4u5J3647aa  6565j0457Qj0  104976 


-•  '  K:ae-v-'»  ■ 


Scries  Dec  Apr  Joi  Dee  Apr  Jd 
Abby  MU —  TOO  34  574  M  0  2*  314 


rm  750  □  304  4t' 

Amsuad _ 143  t*  —  — 

P14VJ  IbO  0  -  - 
Barclays  _  1000  14  52  68 
ftOHJ  1050  0  274  45 
Nad  Pwr—  450  164  36  - 


304  414  16  504  57 

--0-- 

52  68  0  39  464 

274  45  36  684  754 

36  -  0  II  - 


500  0  14  22  334  404  54 
Series  Jan  Apr  Jd  Jan  Apr  Jd 

ctaaow _ 900  49  71  854  7  29  384 

(-9J7M  950  ir,  «  5»J  26  ST,  624 

HSBC _  1200  63  *J  115  10  444  614 

(1247)  1250  33  644  884  29*,  684  854 

Uniter _  700  24  44  584  104  284  36 

(-7101  T5D  V,  216  36  42  564  63*, 

Royal  ft  Sun  431  184  33  -  V,  21  - 

1*4411  4W  J  —  —  2Q*,  —  _ 

_ Series  Dee  FetMay  Pet  FdiMay 

Blue  die  _  3W  2  166  S  D  10  194 

r»a  390  0  S  W.  2B  294  39 


UnnOslir-  600  324  434  516  13*,  Z74  IT, 

(-61241  650  U7.  33  29  C,  564  615 

Series  DecMar  Jtra  OecMar  ina 
UilDerer-  1350  0,  484  624  0  30  52 
(13SD4J  1400  0  25  40  49*i  $9  81 

_ Series  Per  Mar  Jim  DeeMar  Jna 

BTC« -  220  24  IV:  194  0  |D4  16 

rzzz-d  Ml  0  ff!  il  174  Z24  2Tj 

Dixons - SM  fo  504  62  0  114  16 

(*SM  850  0  22  33  14  314  3 T, 

EMI  Group  1300  214  (8  100  0  it-,  51 

H  32141  1350  0  U  75  2T,  634  77i 

Tarmac  __  90  I  7  9,  0  4  54 

P91J  100  O  44  44  9  K)  12 

HUhamt-  ito  is,  m  2a  o  p,  7 

HUM  200  0  6  84  74  116  18 

umrim -  120  04  74  ID,  O  7  9 

riafcj  130  0  4  64  V,  14  IS 

Scan——  w  i  —  —  o  -  - 

fill  100  0  —  —  9  — .  — 

TkornEMl  1500  70>j  -  -  o  -  - 

H  570*4  IU»  0  -  -  27,  -  - 

TomUns—  240  7,  174  27,  0  74  |0 

(W,)  260  0  84  H  W,  IB  27, 

Uoyds  TSB.  420  34  ay,  27,  0  JD  *S4 

P4D4I  460  0  6  14*.  3*4  471,  SI 4 

SaMPWT_  323  |J4  XT,  -  0  94  - 

mv-3  JS3  0  74  -  l6*i  27  - 


Period 

Open 

High 

Low 

Sett 

Vtri 

FTSE  100 

Dec  96  _ 

39850 

4Q8L0 

39815 

40160 

17523 

prerious  open  In  terete  70280 

Mar  97 ._ 

39980 

mua 

39970 

JtMIL* 

10649 

FTSE  250 

Dec  96  _ 

43710 

43730 

43700 

43700 

2170 

Previous  open  Iraerett  5701 

Mar  97  _ 

44260 

44960 

44240 

44240 

2170 

Three  Month  Sterling 

Drew,  _ 

9301 

9161 

9156 

9156 

8914 

Previous  open  la  terete  470207 

Mar  97  _ 

93,43 

9144 

9128 

9128 

39736 

Jon  97  _ 

9118 

9119 

9301 

9102 

25S84 

Three  Mth  Euro  Yen 

Jun  97  _ 

99 31 

•TOJ7 

99J7 

99J7 

100 

Sep  97  ._ 

99JS 

0 

Three  Mth  Euro  DM 

Mar  97  _ 

96t89 

96,91 

9607  . 

9688 

21863 

Prevl  ot»  open  Interest:  959401 

Junto  _ 

9604 

9686 

9682 

9682 

14626 

Long  Gill 

Dec  96  _ 

10906 

109-17 

10906 

109-14 

S29 

Previous  open  intense  139027 

Mar  97  _ 

1 08-27 

MU-30 

MHOS 

108-22 

46226 

Japanese  Guvmt  Bond 

Mar  97  _ 

12446 

17*44 

12440 

12555 

876 

Jun  97  _ 

12403 

124.12 

124 03 

124.14 

146 

German  Gov  Bd  Bund 

Mar  97  _ 

99.93 

1DQJD 

9907 

10302 

75068 

Prevl nun  open  Interne  220392 

Jun  97  _ 

99JB 

«9J0 

9U0 

9UJ 

85 

Three  month  ECU 

Mar  to  _ 

910* 

95.95 

95.94 

95.95 

676 

Previous  open  intense  2B8I4 

Junto  . 

95.96 

95.97 

95.96 

95.97 

ZL 

Euro  Swiss  Franc 

Mar  97  _ 

9112 

98.  K. 

98.12 

98.14 

4429 

Previous  open  Interest  TSW 

Junto  _ 

9806 

9008 

9805 

9808 

2S36 

Kalian  Govmt  Bond 

Mar  97  _ 

12840 

128-73 

128.42 

128JO 

21765 

Previous  open  Interest:  S74b 

Junto  _ 

127.15 

128.15 

128.15 

12803 

230 

1  nub 

3  mth 

6  nth 

CnO 

BOC 

970 

PftO 

1500 

5V5*. 

3*-3»- 

5,«r5%» 

3*^3*. 

STrSn 

3*^3*. 

5ft 

3%-2% 

BP 

BSkyB 

BTR 

8.900 

4.700 

Jl./DD 

Pearson 

POklngton 

PuwwCen 

2000 

7.700 

3000 

3V3%* 

Tm*'m 

3 'm-y* 

3VTt 

BT 

12.100 

Pni  den  rial 

4500 

2*r-2*. 

ZV2 

2*™-1 

2-1 

bk  or  scot 

3000 

RMC 

4.700 

■«-*. 

V. 

*!-*, 

i-par 

Barclays 

4000 

RTZ 

2500 

Bass 

1.700 

RnOtrack 

462 

Base  Rales:  Oerring  BanJcs  6  Finance  Hse  b 

Discount  Market  Loans:  Of  night  high:  6  Low  54  Week  (bed:  S4 

Treamy  BBti  (DisJ^oy:  2  mth  6;  3  rath  64 .  Sell:  2  mth  5^» :  3  rath:  6 . 

lad  7  mth  3  mth  A  mri,  12  alii 

Prime  Bank  Bilk  (Dis):  64-6  VrV,  VrU, 

Sterling  Money  Rates  6V*1-  V*tto  6 9c**4,  VwV,  VSrU'v 

Interbank:  6V**..  VtrVa  Dn«-6*4t  6V6*i 

ovemlgbi:  open  S"*,  close  S', . 

Local  Aaltortty  Dtps:  6  n/a  6*,  64  b-n 

Sterling  CDs  6'>r6  6V6*i>  P’rrtfn  (Tiro'S, 

Dollar  CDs  5J7  n/a  MS  532  5.72 

Building  Society  CDs  6’w**n  6’v6S.  6V6*»  6*S r6*S, 


Currency 

DnBar 

Deotsdiemarfc: 
French  Franc 
Swiss  Frans 
Yem 


Bullion:  Open  $369 JO- 36^.60  Close:  S36&8O-3fAJ0  High:  5369. 10369J0 

Low: *368^03691X3  AM:  S3WJ00  PM:  *368.70 
Krngcnand;  *36800-371:00  (U20jOO-222DO) 

PMattn:  *37000  (E221.0H  Sihrn  S4«5  (C2*05)  MJadhtan  SI  17  JD  (£71120} 


Mb  Rates  far  Dec  IS 

Amsterdam - 

Brussels . . 

Copenhagen _ 

Dublin— - _ 

Frankfurt  — _ 

Lisbon _ _ 

Madrid _ _ 

Milan _ 

Montreal. . . . 

New  York - 

Oslo _  _ 

Parts _ 

Stockholm _ 

Tokyo _ _ 

Vienna _ 

Zurich . . . 

Source:  EM 


Australia _ 

Austria - 

Belgium  (Corn)- 
_____ 

Denmark - 

France - 

Germany _ 

Hong  Kong  — 

Ireland _ 

Italy _ 

Japan - 

Malaysia - 

Netherlands  — 

Norway _ 

Portugal - 

Singapore - 

Spain - 

Sweden - 

Switzerland _ 


-  1-2626-1.2634 

- 10.93-10.94 

- 3MI-320Z 

-  1-3657-1 -3662 

-  5.941 5-5.9439 

- 50495-5^515 

_  I-5533-1J538 

-  7.737D-7.7380 

-  13*40-1-6660 

_ I52&2D-1 530.70 

-  II3J8-H3M 

-  2.5233-2-5243 

_  1.7430-1.7440 

- 647304.4768 

-  156.73-156.83 

- 1J983-IJ993 

-  130.77-13083 

- 6.8397-6^472 

-  I J30O-!  J310 


Australia  dollar  . . 

Bahrain  dinar _ _ _ 

Brazil  real" _ 

China  yuan  . . . 

Cyprus  pound  _ _ _ 

FInbnd  raarUta _ _ 

Greece  drachma _ _ 

Hong  Kong  dollar _ _ 

India  rupee  - _ 

Indonesia  rupiah . . 

Kuwait  dinar  JCD _ 

Malaysia  ringgit _ 

New  Zealand  dollar _ 

Pakistan  rupee  ______ 

Saudi  Arabia  rtyal  _ _ 

Singapore  dollar— _ 

S  Africa  rand  (coral _ 

UAE  dirham  ' 


-  (L0ZZ5-6.I465 
..  2J399-2.3423 
_  7-8440-7.9510 

-  60750-6.1990 


Barclay*  Bank  GTS  '  Ucgds  Bank 


31  639 

ASDAGp  4.400 

Abbey  Nil  2jna 

Allied  Dora  13000 

Argos  731 

AB  Foods  1J00 

BAA  3JOO 

BAT  IndS  6000 


UoydsTSB  12,100 
Lurasvarlly  13JCX1 
Maria  Spr-  SAOO 
Natwa  Bk  6,100 
Nat  Grid  5JM 
Nat  Power  4000 
Next  1,700 


Blue  Circle  5.100 
Boots  2000 

BAC  UDO 

BA  4000 

Bril  Gas  13000 
Brit  Steel  3.-400 
BunaahCstl  1.400 
Button  3,700 
Cable  Wire  3riOO 
Cadbury  1.900 
Carlton  eras  1.700 
cm  Union  4.40a 
Qounaulds  2JS00 
Diwras  1JOO 
EM3  877 


Range 

Close 

l  roaatb 

3  month 

Enrerprotl 

CKN 

1400 

1000 

2.9027-29226 

2.9155-2,9(82 

Wff 

2*r-2*.l» 

GRE 

1S00 

S3JN0-S1700 

51537-53019 

I7-I2PT 

4fr39pr 

cus 

1 .600 

009304.9500 

9.9384-9.9385 

2V|5pr 

6V5**pT 

Gen  acc 

897 

l0mO>10O64 

I0O4S-10O63 

4-par 

14-apr 

Gen  Dec 

7000 

25S62r26D43 

25963-26012 

v%pr 

2'rr^r 

Gtexo  Weil 

MOO 

260L77-26288 

262.13-262.46 

Vtos 

*r%ds 

Craandn 

2J00 

217.73-219.16 

21 S.  71-21 9.06 

2-1 3dS 

3-l3tfa 

Grand  Met 

7  JOO 

2550.9-25655 

S550P2559J 

21-37dS 

36-58ds 

Guinness 

1100 

1776-208% 
10Wt-l.67W 
10.783-10049 
B. 7360-8.7980 
MJ81-1I.483 
1WJ6-I9046 
18.196-18-328 
22132-22288 


22848-22890  GAHUNpr  126-1.1 1 8pr  HSBC  1000 

I072O-U73O  O07M055prO328teWpr  Hanson  36000 

10824-10034  ‘rtyr  vhpr  la  6JOO 

& 78304-7891  Sfl’Jpr  ■  6V6**pr  Imp  Tab  4,700 

HA4S-1 1.468  ^'4*  Kl08Usber  2000 

189.98-19022  1‘rApr  2>2>qjr  LASMO  3JOO 

18285-18-306  'y*ipt  IVlSpr  DuIbroVe  ILCOO 

22258-22288  Vipr .  2V2*«r  Land  Sees  2000 

Premium  •  pr.  Ditamni  •  as.  Legal  ft  Gn  3.400 


Rant  Group  3.700 
RecidttCol  I JOO 
Redland  A300 
Bend  Inti  2300 
Remokll  Ini  6.100 
Reuters  1000 
Rolls  Royce  3J00 
Royal  &  Sun  4.100 
Royal  BkSa  2600 
Safeway  3200 
Salnsbury  4.700 
Schroden  154 
Scot  ft  New  805 
Scot  Power  IriOO 
SvmTrent  924 
Shell  Trans  3,700 
siebe  moo 
SmKl  Bch  1JS00 
SmlQlNpa  944 
smiths  lods  i  joo 
.  Std  Chartd  2200 
TlGp  412 

TareftLyle  .  881 
Tesco  .  4000 

Thames  W  737 
Torn  kina  1000 
Unilever  1000 
UtO  Utilities  2100. 
UW  News  7,100 
Vodafone  .WOO 
Whitbread  1-300 
wnmsHld  463 
Wo  Beley  2000 
Zenera  3JQQ 


DrelS  DecTI 
midday  doce 

AMPlDC  JT,  37^  Emman  Ki 

*MR  Carp  88V  VP.  Eiton  carp 

ASA  354  3S\  Edison  Ini 

AT  ft  T  s  m  Eta  Data 

JftW ,  SI*.  BA  Emnson  E 

Advanced  Micro  at*,  25’,  EnreOiinl  > 

Anna  Life  7J  7ft  Enron  Cory 

ABmamon  IHFJ  32V  32*r  Enter® 

Air  Prod  ■  Qem  ev.  tv,  cojp 

AliTODCb  Comm  26*.  2S\  Exxon 

AfeeraKOher  B.  47%  48*,  FMC  Cara 

Atteraons  «*,  3**.  PPL  Group 

Alcan  Alnmnm  32%  XF.  PedenJ  Err 

Atal  Standard  48*.  49.  Pad  Nat  Ml 

Anted  signal  tOf.  m  Firs  8k  5y 

Alum  Co  ot  Am  bi*.  srs  First  Union 

Amu  Gold  Inc  V,  OS  Fleet  Flnl  C 

Anrad*  Rea  ns  st  Huor  Qsrp 

Amerftcantls  48  <8S  Font  Mhot 

Ainer  □  Pmer  40  JT,  GTE  Corp 

Anter  EaUTMJi  53*.  S3  GaineB 

Amer  GenJ  Cmp  m  38*.  Gap  tnc  Dr 

Anwr  Hone  Pr  tCh  59*.  Gcncmp 

Amer  lnO  ton  107V  Cm  t>yn*n 

abut  SUR9  -  H  VP.  Gen  OecUJi 

Amer  standard  37%  sr,  Gen  Mitli 

Aiaertsed)  55*.  So*.  Gen  Mount 

Amoco  70*,  77*1  Gen  Belnm 

Anlteuserfliacfi  eov  ocr.  Gen  SfenaJ 

Apple  Computer  23  ZZ,  Genuine  Pa 

Atelier  Danleh  22  22  GeorgU  Pat 

Anna,  4V  «v  GIDeae 

Anmrmg  Wrtd  68*,  MS  Giant  Welle 

Ararat  24*.  24S  Goodrich  re 

Ad  BWUWd  133  IJ2S  Goodyear  T 

AUtD  Data  Pro  42*.  42  On  At]  Pae 

Awry  DruUmd  M*>  <8%  Gnat  won 

Aron  PialutSs  sr.  SSV  Haiioiunon 

ESS?  *  Horronn  Gr 

bMnGuiQ  2  av  Heinz  (Hi) 

tone  One  43*,  43*.  Hcroifca 

teriiAmeitoi  9 rv  97  Herflwy  Fot 

^  MS  US  Hearten  Pad 

Batten  Tr  W  BV  W.  HUton  Harr 

Bam«l  Banks  VP.  ya  Home  Detw 

BauKh  ft  Imnb  isv  15- .  Horaesake 

«  i&ra  i 

a  t 

SJ5°?lln.,lr  ■  *  W‘  nr  °«P 

5S2JLES?*1  2*  ^  nibrau  root 

■tat  (Hftfi)  XT,  m  minima 

grin*  MIS  101  INCO 

Botae  Qucade  mv  331,  UueRon  tu 

Bristol  Myn  5q  IQ8V  107\  Inland  Steel 

apwnlro!  Fterra  2S1.  2SV  Intel  Corp 

ftunswkK  24V  2|*.  IBM 

**'*«>  «nU  Pta»  ft 

M  Enemy  Gup  32  izs  inti  paper 

g*A  Pfeandq]  [Q5V  Loss  June,  Rher 

ctc  inn  tp.  Tty.  mnsn  ft  Jin 

gUjiarap  £  JSStta 


Chn  Pacific  25  21*. 

Carolina  pwr  3bv  -w. 

Qttrpflfer  X4V  73*. 

central  ft  sw  zss  25*i 

Champion  Uul  42s  41*. 

Chase  Manhat  a r.  s 7*. 

chevron  cocp  fjv  h3>, 

Ojng?,  Ms  33*, 

Chubb  Cmp  52*.  S2v 

ggM  Ctep  132*.  I32S 

fflroip  ioi  I01‘,  . 

□oral  7T,  w, 

Corp  <7-.  «•. 

Cora  Cob  Em  43v  «t>, 

OtlpiftPafeuihe  4]  9iv 

CotnniHa  Gu  cjl 

CoturnbiaHCA  j».  w, 

OMnpiqconip  76S  72-, 

comp  ass  int  62  94*, 

Onana  op.  4V. 

Oanra*  %  w, 

Com  Edison  as  28s 

Con*  Not  Gas  53s  ov 

goopg.iiids  jo*,  w, 

Cwesatta  .  51s  51s 
Coming  me  43s  43S 

crown  cut  51*.  sis 

SS?  Jls  »■ 

Dayton  Hudson  so  jj,  . 

g**™.  ,  ^  .  41*.  MS 

Octal  Air  Ones  74  7*v 

Mut  CWp  3qs  -  x 

Dtalcd  Equip  38*.  31 


DOtord  Dipt  Sr  jr.  » 

DteHJWUt)  71 S  70S. 

Dcndpton  Res  !g>,  37*. 

Danriter  (Mg  Jtr.  31s 

oewronp  49*.  48*. 

Dow  -atmiau  79  ts. 

(hw  tola  33S  33S 

g»*«*g  31  31 

AUK  Power  45*.- .  44s 

Rm  ft  Bnbneet  ‘zr,  22s 

At  PMll  *ns  91s 

Eanmaa  Chan  54s  S4S 


Dec  18  Dee  17 
tnkklay  time 

Eastman  Kodak  19.  78*. 

Eantn  cup  67S  67 
Edison  Ini  19V  19*. 

Eta  Data  Sys  45  45 

Emerson  Elec  07  44% 

Enjpdhinl  CUp  18%  18% 

Enron  Corp  43%  47. 

Emerv  27*i  27*1 

Etltri  Carp  9  9 

Eason  96%  96% 

FMC  Coip  72%  72% 

m.  Group  43*.  4J*. 

PedenJ  Earvesa  41%  41% 

Fed  Mat  Mire  38  J7% 

First  Bk  Syr  68%  M 

First  Union  Bhy  |]%  |)% 
Fleet  Flnl  Grp  50*.  9h 
Fluor  corp  63  63*. 

Fold  Motor  32  a 

cm  Corp  42%  41S 

Cannes  72  72 

Gap  Inc  Del  3)  JtP, 

Crooap  17%  17% 

Gen  Ttynamla  «fl%  w% 

Gen  Decide  W.  97*. 

Cot  Mills  64%  64% 

Gen  Moron  ss%  ss*. 

Gen  Sclnjo ranee  iss%  155% 

Gen  Slpial  41%  41% 

Genuine  Parts  44%  44% 

Gemgj  pac  71%  71s 

GIDette  W%  TIT. 

Clan  Welle  ADR  31%  11% 

Coodrtch  (BF)  VT,  39% 

Goodyear  The  49%  Scr, 

an  AH  Pac  Te*  31%  31% 
Great  Win  pin  a*,  sn 

HollBiunon  58%  57% 

Homan  Genoa!  47*.  49*,  ~ 
Heinz  (Hi)  35*.  33*. 

Heroika  44*,  44% 

Hetshey  Foods  44  44% 

Hewlett  Packard  51%  50%  ' 

HUton  Harris  2bS  2b% 

Home  Depot  50%  49*. 

Horaestafc  Mm  14%  i<% 

Honejwea  tv. 

Honsrtitild  l/Ul  90*,  90 

HMinon  rods  21%  21% 

Hnnuna  m  19% 

ITT  Ovp  .  42*,  41% 

IHtrraU  flonl  7?s  77% 

minan  A%  2B% 

IHCO  31  3J., 

UtretroU  IMnd  44%  43% 

Inland  steel  19%  18%  . 

lore  Corp  133s  uo 

IBM  _  155%  ISIS 

UlU  Ro*  ft  Fr  45%  40% 

ran  paper  39*.  w. 

James  Rher  Va  0%  33% 

JbnsD  ft  Jbnsn  49%  41% 


Doe  18  Dee  17 
midday  dore 


lAnBertpaa/t  oa% 

Kmaji  m  io, 

•tntgta-KIdrter  jg 

UUMEll)  75%  73*. 

Dm  Bed  Inc  18*,  18% 

Uncoln  Not  51%  sr. 

44%  44% 
Uz  dantorne  yr.  ye. 

lftddned  ManM  87%  KT. 

LndsUira  Pat  21%  21% 

Ma  emtn  31%  31% 
Mortal  Hu  52%  52*. 

Uanb  ft  MCLnn  HU%  KB. 

Maw*  CWp  34',  34% 

May  Dept  a  45%  45% 

Maytag  Cup  in*.  ]v, 

McDonalds  45%  45% 

McDonnell  D  oj%  61% 

McGnsr  HDI  49%  45% 

Mad  On  56%  5S% 

Medtronic  65%  6i% 

M«OB  Bk  715%  Wl 

Mnrainc  78%  TV. 

Merrill  Uncfe  79%  78 

MtoPWC  81%  19% 

Mlnneam  Mine  va,  n. 

Motffl  Corp  133%  120 

Monsanto  37%  36%. 

Mwto  IIP)  96%  m 

Moamtto  (oe  S5*.  sr. 

Non  Soil  25%  25% 

Hat!  Saretee  ind  35%  35% 

NoiHar  im  n%  ■  0% 

ynmes  a  3«  37 

WMBIOM  Mhg  44%  44% 

Nlag  Motiswfc  0%  «% 

Mka  B  54’,  £ 

M.  Imhntitef  u>.  || 

Jtorara  Enti0  15*.  15% 

Nottwrom  39*.  jg% 

Norfolk  Sttrn  86%  e 

Ndtn  stua  Pwr  45%  eb 

Honed  Corp  43%  43% 

Knva  carp  4S%  «s% 

Ocddenfei  pm  22  21% 

OUo  Edboa  22%  22 


Oracle 

Oryx  Enasy  Co 
Oroueat  snip 
Owens  Corning 
PHH  corp 
PPG  Industries 
pnc  Bonk 

PPftLRo 
fdoy  Ine 
Fiuiflcoip 
Ac  EnhsprUes 
Pk  Gas  ft  Elea 
Pac  Tetote 
PiU  Corp 
Parker  Hannifin 
Petto  Enemy 
Penney  (jq  . 
Penmen 


Fteum  ft  Upjhn 

Pitney  Bones 
Polaroid 
PrkeCtrsroo 
Procar  ft  Grow 
Providian 
Pub  Sen  E  ft  G 
Qtuter  ami 
Ralston  Purina 
Raytheo,  Corp 
Raytbem 
Keebok  inn 
Rrynotdj  Mctab 
KocfcweS  Irui 
Rohm  ft  Haas 
Royal  Dmeh 


SBC  comma 
Safeco  (top 
Si  Paul's  cm 
Salomon  toe 
San:  l«a  Carp 
Siberian  Pfough 
Sdihnraergj 


somnera  co 
sprint  Corp 


Stutknisl  48  48*, 

Sopervala  27%  27% 

Corp  32%  22% 

TRW  Inc  47%  47% 

TCC  Inds  1%  1% 

Tandem  Comp  14%  14*. 

Tandy  Corp  43%  4 T. 

temple  uifeod  S3*.  5J'- 

Tennceo  44*.  44*, 

Teuco  97%  97% 

Teas  liur  64%  63% 

Texas  Utilities  40  40% 

Teuron  «%  B»% 

Time  Warner  37%  38% 

TlsiwNlntr  a  si  51% 

nrohra  44%  44% 

TMriunwk  49%  49% 

Toys  R  Us  31%  IP, 

Tmuemena,  79%  m 

rrtnWws  43%  42*, 

Tribune  77%  77% 

Tf»  bp  52%  51% 

usrine  33%  32% 

UAL  61%  61 

US  Inds  21%  0% 

US  wart  camm  31%  *<'' 

USX  Maaman  .'24%  » 
Unicom  28%  26% 

IMfcw  NV.-  ;  16*%  lea 
Unkm  camp  «  4B 

Union  Cainde 
Onion  PadOc  S7%  ** 

UltflM  Corp  .■».*% 
osSk Gmip  »%.  S 


w 

69% 

31*. 

IT. 

» 

24% 

27% 

22% 

34*i 

34% 

26*. 

76% 

38% 

38% 

M% 

24% 

50 

50 

54% 

54*, 

28% 

28*. 

ay. 

mr. 

re. 

38% 

.67*, 

67% 

108% 

109% 

41% 

43% 

IT 

56% 

40%- 

«0*i 

to, 

24% 

105% 

105% 

51% 

52% 

IT. 

27% 

37% 

37*, 

74 

73% 

81 

11% 

48% 

48 

43*. 

O 

56% 

56*. 

67% 

«0% 

SI 

scr. 

167% 

167 

23% 

23% 

49. 

4ft. 

m 

4tr. 

57% 

58% 

45 

44% 

3V. 

36% 

64% 

64 

100% 

99% 

38% 

38% 

45 

44% 

97% 

97% 

S3*. 

53% 

M% 

23*. 

3b 

3S% 

21% 

21% 

»% 

38  ■ 

27% 

27*. 

24 

74 

29% 

29 

48 

48*. 

27% 

27% 

32% 

22% 

47% 

47*. 

1% 

1% 

14% 

14*. 

43% 

42% 

S3*. 

sr. 

44*- 

44% 

to*. 

97% 

64% 

63% 

40 

40% 

89% 

81% 

37% 

38% 

USWCOnp  -  » 

US  Uft  52  .31% 

■  United  Tech  85  6f* 
Unocal  Carp  .39  .  * 
VF.Oont  -  fi5'*  ^ 
wmr Tech  JB%  Tg- 
MU-ManftoBs  23*-  g% 

Wfcfuer-Ufflbeif  W>  *4* 
WWH  PZino  Wi  W’ 
Wesdn^otae  el  t*  .  JJ 
Wyerfta»n**r  46  •  45% 
WMrtpool  -  45  44% 

unnnnai,  •  22%  -2V> 

WlmvDWe  ,  31%  31% 
■wnowonu  a%  *r> 
Wrigley  mail  fe  »%  hs% 

XoS  .  •  Sft  51% 

Yritoa  Crop  ..  .14?*  if- 


Uovd's 


'S''  - 

X*-’ 


.1 ■*% 

•  'te-  -r. 
a  %  •; 


At- 


'THE  TIMES  THURSDAY  DECEMBER  19  1996 


ANALYSIS  25 


arr. 


;> 


7*  if, 

i . 


■•’■I 


"••-w 

.  *- 
'  't1!; 
'  -li- 

I'*. 


I*  ^ 

'Til*. 


i 

*'  l'4w 

.“Nii 
•  "nW,. 

-;!T!  at^j 


v 


-r^ 
.  Till* 


■  itil- 


ij  f. 


* 


1.1*" 

.  s 


THE 

TIMES 


CITY 

DIARY 


Proof  is  in 
the  pudding 


PROOF  tjbat  peace  still 
plays  an  important  part  in 
the  festive  season  ...  On 
the  day  that  the  Bnildihg 
Societies  B31  was  pub¬ 
lished,  a  Mosimann’s 
Christinas  padding  in  a 
beautiful  gold  carrier  was 
delivered  to  the  door  of 
Angela  Knight,  Economic 
Secretary  to  the  Treasury. 

It  was  a  Yuletide  gift 
from  Peter  White,  chief 
executive  of  the  Affiance  & 
Leicester,  whose  strong  ob¬ 
jections  to  “that  da  use” 
threatened  to  postpone  tire 
society's  £25  trillion  con¬ 
version. 

Satisfied  that  the  parcel 
wasn’t  ticking,  the  Eco¬ 
nomic  Secretary  read  the 
attached  note.  It  was 
Father  White  wishing  her 
a  very  Happy  Christmas. 
Not  one  to  miss  a  trick,  he 
added  just  how  sorry  he 
was  that  White  Knight 
couldn't  make  it.  to  A&L’s 
Christmas  drinks  last 
week. 


Knight:  peace  meal 


Hedging  bets 


WHILE  BBC1  and  ITV 
slog  it  out  on  Christmas 
Day  in  their  traditional 
festive  ratings  battle,  one 
tefly  bigwig  mil  be  able  to 
watch  the  fray  with  total 
detachment  Peter  -Orton, 
the  urbane  managing  di¬ 
rector  of  .HIT.  Entertain¬ 
ment,  which  was  floated  on 
AIM  in  inly,  will  have  the 
pleasure  of  seeing  two  of 
his  top  cbfldren'S  shows 
aired  on  Christinas  Day. 
BBC!  will  be  showing 
Brambfy  Hedge  in  the 
prime  slot  of  4.15pm.  while 
ITV  will  show  Percy  the 
Park  Keeper  at  10J5am. 
“Whichever  channel  wins 
the  ratings  battle,  it  is 
bound  to  be.a  HIT  Christ¬ 
mas."  Orton  chuckles. 


Cold  caller 


MICHAEL  HARDERN. 
the  arch  braiding  society 
carpetbagger,  is  braving 
the  cold  outside  the  Picca¬ 
dilly  branch  of  Bradford  & 
Bingley.  For  the  past  week, 
the  former  butler  to  the 
Royal  Family  has  been 
collecting  signatures  for 
his  hard-fought  campaign. 
Not  to  be  outdone.  B&B 
has  installed  an  extra  sec¬ 
urity  guard  on  the  door 
and  recruited  a  regional 
officer  to  stand  outside, 
explaining  to  ;  passers-by 
that  the  campaigner  is  not 
the  property  of  B&B. 


SAFEWAYS  has  become 
the  first  supermarket  in- 
the  UK  to  sell  package 
holidays  directly  through 
j  a  customer  loyalty  ami 
3  scheme  The  ABC  Holiday 
'  Line  wM  go  live  from  the 
start  of  next  year,  offering- 
discount  holidays  in  ex¬ 
change  for  ABC  points. 


Back  on  menu 

A  TURNAROUND  at  Mc¬ 
Donnell  Information  Sys¬ 
tran  the  computer  services 

group  that  floated  last 

year.  Hit  by  hard  times,  its 

Christmas  shindig  was 
erased  from  the  corporate 
calendar  last  December. 
Yesterday,  however,  it  was 
back  in  force,  celebrating 
at  Claridge’S- 


'ETERLONG.  the  recent- 
V  appointed  managing 
(vector  at  First  Choice, 
Ms  candid  with  analysts 
esttrday  on  one  subject 

it  kast  He  let  slip  on  his 

dans  for  the  holiday  sea- 
on.  Not  tong  in  the  job 
tier  die  departure  of 
•rands  Baron  in  Noeem- 
«n  he  made  it  dear  ffodj . 

ts  the  new  boy.  he  would 

te  too  busy  to  evert  ttunx 
(boat  going  away. 


Morag  Preston 


i 


n  1964,  Labour  came  to  office  after  13 
years  anxious  to  boost  economic  perfor- 

teehnical 


mams  with  the  white  teat  of 


- investing _ _  _ 

change- and  expansion.  The  1965  Budget 
hrtwghi  in  a  corporation  tax  that  made 
drvidaids  cost  more  but  cut  tax  on  profits 
ploughed  bade  in  the  business;  Big  com¬ 
panies  felt  they  had  to  maintain  their 
dividends;  shareholders  insstecLResuIt  the 
dividends  left  less  profit  to  plough  back.  It 
was  a  classic  example  of  a  reform  that 
achieves  the  opposite  of  what  is  intended. 

In  1996,  pins  pz  change.  Labour,  and 
wbera.  reckon  big  business  pays  too  mudi 
m  dividends  compared  with  ' foreign  rivals 
but  scrapes  on  investment.  Condusion: 
there  must  be  something  wrong  with  the 
rarporation  tax  system.  The  Tories  had 
B«f  ft  bade  to  undo  the  dividend 
Ity.  In  the  process,  they  favoured 
to  tax-exempt  pension  fonds. 
Labour  was  tong  wedded  to  making 
investment  fully  deductible.  Bur  this  would 
have  sent  the  main  rate  of  corporation  tax 
back  up  from  33  to  50  per  cent  or  more.  So 
iraage-consdous  new  Labour  is  rethinking. 

The  Commission  cm  Public  Policy  and 
British  Business,  another  of  those  indepen¬ 
dent  groups  set  up  fay  the  Labour-oriented 
Institute  far  Public  Policy  Research,  favours 
something,  more  subde.  The  “allowance  for 
corporate  equity",  or  ACE,  would  let 
companies  count  notional  interest  on  re¬ 
tained  earnings  or  new  share  capita]  against 


Don’t  make  dividends  the 
scapegoat  for  low  growth 


corporation  tax.  just  like  interest  on  loans. 
Retentions  finance  most  capital  spending  so 
this  should  boost  investment. 

As  a  quid  pro  quo  for  relief  of  profits, 
imputed  tax  on  dividends  could  no  longer  be 
counted  against  corporation  tax.  And  that 
means  pension  funds  and  charities  could  no 
longer  claim  20  per  cent  bade  from  the 
Inland  Revenue.  They  would  be  no  worse 
off.  the  business  commission  claims, 
because  their  stares  would  gain  from  the 
profits  ploughed  into  investment 

In  an  ideal  world,  taxes  should  be  neutral 
between  risk  capital  and  loans.  In  practice, 
as  ever,  the  transition  is  not  easy.  Labour’s 
commission,  doubtless  inspired  by  folk 
memories  of  1965,  takes  care  to  reconnoitre 
the  elephant  traps.  The  change  would  cost 
£4  billion  in  tax  unless  the  rate  of 
corporation  tax  was  jacked  up.  Yet  the  law 
rate  has  helped  to  anraa  inward 
investment 

Axing  pension  funds’  tax  refunds  might 
‘deter  saving.  The  funds  might  press  for 
higher  dividends  to  compensate,  as  they  did 
when  Norman  Lament  cut  refunds  from  25 
to  20  per  cent  Reform,  the  commission 
concludes,  had  best  be  phased  in  over  ten 


years,  hoping  that  higher  growth  from  extra 
investment  wQ]  fill  the  gaps.  Then  there  are 
the  actuaries.  They  tend  to  value  pension 
funds  on  projected  future  dividends.  If 
actuaries  though!  dividends  would  be  held 
back,  funds  could  well  be  valued  lower, 
obliging  companies  to  stump  up  more  in 
attributions  instead  of  investing. 

That  does  nor  mean  actuaries  are  right. 
The  accounting  valuation  of  pension  funds 
is  up  for  discussion  and  could  be  changed, 
but  the  signs  are  not  good.  Accountants  can 
hardly  grumble.  Balance-sheet  valuations  of 


shareholders’  funds  bear  little  relation  to 
each  other,  let  alone  market  values.  ACE 
would  throw  auditors  into  a  tizzy,  too. 

No  wonder  the  commission,  including 
captains  of  industry,  is  sensibly  lukewarm 
about  its  own  proposal  Its  report,  due  in  the 
new  year,  will  just  call  for  reforms  to  remove 
bias  in  favour  of  dividends.  But  there  is  no 
reason  to  think  that  Britain’s  company  tax 
system,  or  high  dividends,  unduly  inhibit 
investment  Most  lop  managers  hate  paying 
money  to  shareholders  as  much  as  they  hate 
paying  tax.  As  many  tedious  inquiries  have 
concluded,  however.  Britain's  low  rate  of 
investment  is  not  due  to  lack  of  funds. 

The  GEC.  whose  new  boss  sat  on  the 
mrnmissinn.  has  famously  built  up  cash 
reserves  for  lack  of  enough  investment 
opportunities  that  its  board  thought  worth 
the  risk.  Many  companies  have  geared  up 
with  loans  to  buy  bade  their  shares  because 
they  reckon  it  a  better  use  of  resources  than 
expanding.  Thai  pays  because  equity  capital 
“costs"  more,  an  imbalance  ACE  would 
address.  Equally,  it  shows  that  most  big 
companies  could  borrow  a  lot  more  in  tax- 
efficient  loans  to  invest. 

In  the  early  1990s.  British  Aerospace,  also 


represented  rm  the  commission,  ploughed 
nothing  bad;  and  had  to  pay  dearly  for  new 
equity.  Thai  was  because  BAe  was  not 
profitable,  so  shareholders  were  nor  keen  to 
invest  more  in  it.  The  group  was 
undercapitalised  because  management  fool¬ 
ishly  bought  cash-hungry  businesses  on  the 
strength  of  defence  prepayments. 

Dividends  are  not  really  the  cost  of  equity' 
capital.  Rather,  retentions  are  extra  money 
shareholders  are  prepared  to  invest  in  the 
business.  Investors  in  profitable,  fast-grow¬ 
ing  companies  are  usually  happy  with 
relatively  modest  rises  in  dividends  and 
keen  to  plough  bads  more  for  investment. 
Conversely,  shareholders  in  stagnant  com¬ 
panies  with  low  returns  prefer  to  take  the 
rash  and  invest  it  elsewhere.  Managers  who 
control  their  company  can  choose  to  plough 
back  more  and  lake  more  risk,  which  is 
good  for  the  economy  if  they  are  righr. 
Others  must  persuade  investors. 

In  the  long  run.  growth  of  investment 
depends  on  the  growth  of  markets  and  the 
risks  that  have  to  be  taken.  Many  managers 
and  investors  are  now  oversensitive  to  risk 
because  their  fingers  have  been  burnt.  Two 
slumps  punished  companies  committed  to 
expansion.  High  interest  rates  turned  the 
screw.  How  much  quicker  and  safer  to  buy 
other  companies  and  cut  costs. 

Stable  growth  and  low  long-term  interest 
rates  are  the  only  reliable  levers  to  raise  the 
rate  of  investment.  Those  impatient  for 
short-term  action  would  surely  find  that  tax 
sticks  are  more  effective  lhan  carrots  and 
curbing  takeovers  costs  nothing  at  all. 


Philip  Bassett  assesses  the  accuracy  of  the  reported  fall  in  unemployment 


Undeniable  present  for  the  Tories 


Kenneth  Clarke,  the 
Chancellor,  glanc¬ 
ing  at  Ms  Cabinet 
colleagues  Banking 
him  yesterday  —  Michael 
Hesdtine.  the  Deputy  Prime 
Minister.  Gillian  Shephard, 
the  .  Education  and  Employ¬ 
ment  Secretary,  arid  lan  Lang, 
President  of  the  Board  of 
Trade— quipped:  “As  you  can 
see,  we  are  out  in  force."  .  . 

Out  in  force  ministers  cer¬ 
tainly  were  yesterday  as  the 
Government  announced  a 
huge  95jJ00  faH  in  claimant 
unemployment  —  the  biggest 
monthly  drop  for  a  quarter  of 
a  century,  talons  seasonally 
adjusted:  unemployment  to 
wdl  below  tiie  significant 
threshold  of  two  mfllkm  for 
the  first  time  for  six  years.  - 
Why?.  What  happened  in 
November  to  produce  such  a 
huge  ,  fall?  Is  it  real — arid  will 
it  tost?  To  try  to  answer  these 
key  questions,  it  is  necessaiyto 
look  at  a  range  of  special 
factors  which  may  have  affect¬ 
ed  yesterdays  totals,  and  espe¬ 
cially  at  figures  which  rarely 
get  examined  —  not  the  levels 
of  unempkryjnent,  or  even  the 
nraiffrbymonth  changes,  but 
.the  flows  on  and  off  the 
daimant  Count  . 

In  spite  d  the  growth  in ' 
long-term  unemployment,  job¬ 
lessness  is  not.  in  tfremain.  a 
static  pool;  but  a  constantly 
changing  flow  of  people  mov¬ 
ing  from  their  jobs  —  some¬ 
times  voluntarily,  often  not  — 
into  unemployment,  and  then 
often  back  into  work. 

Between  October  and  Novem¬ 
ber,  253,800  people  joined  the 


unemployment  count.  .While 
this  is  tower  titan  a  year  ago — 
86.700  lower  —  as  unemploy¬ 
ment  continues  to  fall  it  is  not 
hugely  different  from  the  in¬ 
flow  over  the  previous  month: 
only  500  lower.  So  not  that 
many  fewer  people  actually 
became  unemployed. 

But  there  was  a  large  in¬ 
crease  in  the  number  of  exits 
from  the  count  —  the  outflow. 
According  to  the  Office  for 
National  Statistics,  336300 
people  left  the  count  between 
Otober  arid  November.  This 
is  higher  titan  a  year  ago  — 
22.500  higher,  in  fact,  as  the 
economy  improves,  jobs  grow, 
and  unemployment  declines. 
But  it  is  as  much  as  22.400 
higher  than  the  previous 
month.  A  key  to  tins  is  likely  to 
be  the  introduction  of  the 
jobseeker's  allowance  —  the 
Government's  new  payment  to 
replace  unemployment  bene¬ 
fit.  Yesterday's  figures  were 
the  first  to  reflect  a  foil  month 
of  tiie  .ISA's  operation. 

Opponents  of  the  JSA  ar¬ 
gued  that  it  would  be  a 
deterrent,  and  it  seems  to  have 
been  an.  .  New.  claims  .  are 
taking  longer  to  process  — 
Labour  said  yesterday  it  had  - 
many  reports  of  the  JSAls 
introduction  being  so  "chaot¬ 
ic"  that  it  made  the  daimant 
count  figures  meaningless  — 
and  Whitehall  officials  said 
the  JSA’s  main  rule  change  of 
means  testing  for  benefit  pay¬ 
ment  after  six  months  rather 
than  12  months  is  fikdy  to  cut 
the  count  by  some  5JXXX  while 
the  administrative  problems 
could  account  fra  a  further 


Michael  Hesdtine,  Gillian  Shephard  and  Kenneth  Clarke  gathered  to  bang  the  Government’s  drum  on  job  figures 


20.000  erf  the  overall  fell.  Mis 
Shephard  praised  such  moves, 
insisting  that  the  taxpayer  was 
now  getting  better  value  for 
money  by  such  measures  help¬ 
ing  to  remove  people  from  the 
unemployment  count  who 
ought  not  to  be  there.  One  of  the 
problems  for  the  Government  is 
that,  as  The  Times  showed 


yesterday,  employment 
growth  —  now  dearly  in  place 
—  has  not  been  at  a  sufficient 
pace  to  account  for  the  tum¬ 
bling  unemployment  roQs.  Job 
vacancies  are  at  an  historically 
high  level,  with  the  number  of 
unfilled  vacancies  in  job- 
centres  —  thought  to  be  about 
a  third  of  the  total  across  the 


economy  —  now  at  269.700. 

Separate  new  employment 
figures  from  the  ONS  yester¬ 
day  showed  a  165,000  increase 
in  the  employer-based  work¬ 
force  in  employment  series, 
while  the  latest  quarterly  Lab¬ 
our  Market  Trends  house¬ 
hold-based  survey,  also 
released  yesterday,  confirmed 


a  slow  rise  in  employment. 
However  the  time  gap  be¬ 
tween  the  monthly  daimant 
count  unemployment  series 
and  the  three-monthly  LFS 
figures  offers  little  help  to  one 
month's  jobless  numbers  — 
and  ministers  have  just  reject¬ 
ed  making  the  LFS  monthly, 
on  grounds  of  cosl 


But  new  work  by  the  ONS 
trying  to  track  claimants  leaving 
die  unemployment  count  is 
showing  that  more  people  are 
moving  from  the  count  back 
into  work.  The  number  was  30 
per  cent  higher  —  about  40,000 
more  people  —  lhan  in  Novem¬ 
ber  last  year,  which  Whitehall 
officials  took  as  a  dear  sign  of 
real  jobs  growth. 

Pizza  Hut’s  announcement 
of 5,000  new  jobs  was  the  idng 
on  the  cake  yesterday.  But  the 
Government’s  opponents  see 
the  growth  of  such  jobs  — 
often  part-time,  temporary, 
with  what  they  see  as  poor 
conditions  and  low  security 
and  prospects  —  as  an  equally 
good  example  of  the  insub¬ 
stantiality  of  the  modem  UK 
jobs  market 

But  even  after  allowing  for 
every  special  factor  —  and 
some  of  them  put  forward  in 
Whitehall  yesterday  were,  to 
put  it  kindly,  highly  specula¬ 
tive  —  yesterdays  figures 
showed  an  undeniably  sub¬ 
stantial  fell  in  the  claimant 
count:  one  so  undeniable  that 
Labour's  attempts  to  cast 
doubt  on  the  statistics  seemed 
misguided  and  desperate  in 
the  face  of  figures  for  which  at 
heart  there  is  tittle  meaningful 
explanation  other  than  the 
obvious  one — that  unemploy¬ 
ment  is  down  and  going  down. 


’s  heavies  seek  a  softer  image 


Jon  Ashworth 


on  a  legal  firm 
wanting  still 


more  after  a 


quantum-leap 
merger  deal 


For  non-paying  Lloyd’s 
names,  there  is  no  great¬ 
er  enemy  than  the  law 
firm  of  Dibb  Lupton  AIsop. 
The  latest  round  <rf  court 
action  swings  attention  yet 
again  an  to  the  firm,  and  its 
partner.  Philip  Holden,  who 
was  seconded  to  Lloyd's  two 
years  ago  to  lead  debt  recover¬ 
ies.  Indignant  refuseniks  refer 
to  "Holden  and  Ms  heavies", 
ready  to  kick  the  door  down, 
and  take  away  everything, 
including  the  Christmas  deco¬ 
rations.  Not  a  cheery  scenarfo. 

The  .reality  is  a  little  differ¬ 
ent  of  course.  Holden  has  the 
weapons  at  his  disposal:  — : 
trJay\  hearing  is  proof  Of  that 

_ hut  is  seeking  to  soften  his 

image.  His  door  is  open.  Crane 
and  duo,  and  we  can  come  to 
an  agreement.  Grumbling 
aside;  a  steady  trickle  of 
names  has  cone  forward  to 
take  upthe  offer. 

Dibb  will  find  the  tough-guy 

image  hard,  to  dispel.  North¬ 
ern  in  origin,  it  launched  its 
assault  on  London  in  1994, 
poaching  clients  raid  staff,  and 
taking  panoramic  offices  in 
the  City.  Paul  Rhodes,  the 
abrasive  -  managing  partner, 
chain-smdketf  iris  way 
through  packets  of  Marlboro 


Nigel  Knowles  rewrote  the  business  plan  when  he  arrived 


Knowles,  arrived  in  January, 
and  set  about'  rewriting  the 
business  plan. 

A  key  plankfeli  into  place  in 
October,  when  Dibb  lupton 
merged  with  Aispp  Wilkinson, 
clearing  a  practice  with  1,600 
staff  and  .£100  million  fee 
income.  It  is  the  UK’s  seventh 
largest  law  firm.  The  next  set- 
of  dominoes  toppled  this  week, 
when  Cameron  Markby 
Hewitt  and  McKenna  &  Co 
announced  they  intended  to 


merge  in  May.  Cameron  Mc¬ 
Kenna  will  challenge  Dibb 
Lupton  in  fee  income,  but 
modestly  claims  eighth  place. 

Dibb  Lupton  is  trying  to 
move  away  from  stereotypes. 
Knowles.  40,  says:  "I  don’t 
think  we’ve  ever  really  been 
out  to  be  the  rottweilers  of  the 
legal  profession-  People  have 
called  us  aggressive.  My  usual 
response  to  that  is,  what  do 
you  mean  fay  the  word  aggres¬ 
sive?  Do  you  mean  that  we 


business,  development,  spurr¬ 
ed  the  firm  to  new  heights. 

Two  years  on,  Rhodes  has 
found  romance,  resigned  as 
managing  -partner  and  gate 
back  to  He  has  quit 

smoking.  Benson  has  found  a 
new  line  in  crisis  management 
Rhodes^  successor,  Nigel 


Dibb  Lupton  Alsop  has  panoramic  offices  in  London  Wall 


seek  to  act  for  good  clients,  we 
seek  to  attract  good  people, 
and  we  seek  to  be  profitable  so 
that  we  can  continue  to  grow 
the  business?  If  that’s  aggres¬ 
sive,  I  dent  agree." 

Taking  the  Lloyd's  assign¬ 
ment  was  never  going  to  help 
matters.  Holden,  who  has 
seen  his  stint  extended  until 
next  summer,  knows  this  only 
too  welL  and  even  Knowles 
accepts  that  there  have  been 
difficulties.  “When  we  got  the 
Lloyd’s  work,  the  headlines 
appeared  to  be,  those  rottwei- 
lets,  or  debt  collectors,  from 
the  North,  have  been  instruct¬ 
ed  by  Lloyd’s.  We  started  off 
getting  billed  as  the  debt 
collectors,  and  I  think  we’ve 
concluded  by  (taking]  credit 
for  having  ptay&i  a  part  in  the 
rescue." 

Dibit's  fee  income  increased 
from  £12  million  to  £56  million 
between  1989  and  1994.  and 
virtually  doubles  again  with 
the  merger.  But  something 
more  was  needed  to  make  that 
quantum  leap.  Knowles  says: 
“I  knew  that  we  had  traded  for 
very  many  years  on  the 
strapline:  We  want  to  be  a 
national  commercial  few 
firm’.  Thai  strapline  was  rid,  it 
was  tired,  and  it  wanted 
renewing."  He  set  a  target  of 
becoming  number  me  or  two 
in  each  market  in  which  the 
firm  operates  —  except  for 
London,  where  the  aim  was  to 
be  within  the  top  five. 

Knowles  began  to  sound  out 
firms  with  similar  regional 
profiles,  such  as  Hammond 
Suddards  and  Eversheds,  and 
finally  settled  an  Alsop  Wilkin¬ 
son,  which  had  a  fee  income  of 
about  £32  million,  “it  became 
dear  there  was  a  compelling 
business  case  for  the  two  firms 
to  merge.  They  needed  a 
presence  in  Yorkshire  and  the 
West  Midlands,  and  wanted  to 
be  more  corporately 
managed." 

The  merger  strengthens 
Dibb  Lupton’s  hand  in  the 
North  of  England,  bringing 
fee  income  of  E2Z  million  in  the 
North  West  alone.  Offices  in 


Liverpool,  Manchester.  Brad¬ 
ford.  Leeds  and  Sheffield  are 
turning  over  £60  million  be¬ 
tween  them.  In  London,  the 
firm  effectively  doubles  in  size, 
hitting  critical  mass  in  areas 
such  as  corporate  recovety, 
banking,  and  commercial 
litigation. 

Further  mergers  are  pos¬ 
sible  in  London  and  in 
Birmingham  —  perceived  as  a 
weak  link  in  the  chain.  At¬ 
tempts  will  be  made  to  boost 
tiie  client  base  through  expen¬ 
sive  “lateral  hires”  —  just  as 
Benson  was  recruited  from 
Turner  Kenneth  Brown. 
Knowles  is  keen  to  develop  the 
firm  internationally,  building 
on  Alsop’S  offices  in  Hong 
Kong  and  New  York. 


Knowles'S  ultimate  goal  is 
incorporation  —  ring-fencing 
Dibb  Lupton  in  the  same  way 
that  KPMG  has  isolated  its 
audit  practice.  For  tax  reasons, 
the  move  cannot  happen  until 
1999.  For  now,  the  firm  will 
concentrate  on  expanding  into 
areas  such  as  human  re¬ 
sources.  insurance  claims  han¬ 
dling,  and  litigation  support 
Knowles  says:  “There  are  a 
number  of  areas  where  we 
probably  need  to  go  higher  up 
the  food  chain  and  get  to  the 
client  before  other  forms  of 
consultancies  get  to  the  client, 
and  that  is  something  that  we 
are  going  to  be  developing. 
The  merger,  and  the  £100 
million  of  fee  income,  gives  us 
mare  scope  to  do  that." 


Ministers  may  or 
may  not  be  right 
to  claim,  as  Mr 
Heseltine  did 
yesterday,  that  the  figures 
reflected  Britain's  improved 
competitiveness,  or,  as  Mr 
Clarke  did,  hs  strong  and 
sustainable  economic  growth, 
or  as  Mrs  Shephard  did.  its 
flexible  labour  market,  or,  as 
Mr  Lang  did,  its  low  burdens 
on  business. 

And  while  the  current  eco¬ 
nomic  judgments,  inducting 
the  unemployment  figures, 
new  retail  sales  data  yesterday 
and  the  glowing  report  on 
Britain’s  economy  from  the 
OECD  earlier  this  week, 
brought  ministers  out  in  un¬ 
precedented  numbers  to  beat 
the  Government's  drum,  they 
were  careful  not  to  make  a 
direct  translation  from  that  to 
people's  electoral  feelings. 
Ministers  know  that  such 
figures  are  a  real  boost  to  the 
electoral  “feel-good"  factor  as 
well  as  the  economy.  Privately, 
they  might  not  have  minded 
them  a  touch  doser  to  the 
election.  But  a  95.800  fall  in 
unemployment  will  do  very 
nicely,  thank  you.  as  a  Christ¬ 
mas  present. 
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ACCOUNTANCY 


Faith,  hope  and  charitable  VAT 


John  Brown  calls  for  a  change  in 
the  application  of  VAT  to  release 
charities  from  an  immense  burden 


It  is  once  again  the  season 
of  goodwill  ro  all  men.  the 
season  for  giving  and  a 
season  of  faith:  faith  in  the 
numerous  charities  that  min¬ 
ister  to  those  in  need  that  they 
will  not  fail  in  their  tasks  while 
others  enjoy  festivities. 

Although  there  may  be  a 
great  outpouring  of  charitable 
works,  the  application  of  VAT  to 
charities  is  somewhat  less  than 
charitable.  For  many  charities, 
the  incidence  of  irrecoverable 
VAT  and  the  administration  or 
the  tax  is  a  serious  impediment. 
The  monetary  cost  absorbs 
hmds.  often  donated  by  the 
public  without  thought  that  an 
element  will  find  its  way  to  the 
Chancellor's  ooQers  instead  of 
being  applied  to  the  work  of  the 
charity,  while  the  administra¬ 
tion  involves  management  re¬ 
sources  that  a  charity  can  ill 
afford  to  provide. 

In  an  earlier  edition  of  the 
Customs  and  Excise  leaflet  on 
VAT  and  charities  there  was  a 
warning  that  charities  were 
bound  by  the  same  VAT  re¬ 
quirements  as  any  other  busi¬ 
ness.  It  is  a  pity  that  this 
warning  has  been  dropped,  for 
in  it  was  much  truth.  Perhaps  it 
did  not  go  far  enough;  charities 
are  not  only  subject  to  all  the 
rigours  of  VAT  but  with  a 
degree  of  complexity  unimag¬ 
inable  to  business. 


Charities  are  exposed  to 
more  of  die  intricacies  of  VAT 
than  any  other  business  sec¬ 
tor.  The  VAT  structure  of  a 
charity  is  like  a  tripod.  One  leg 
represents  the  supplies  the 
charity  makes,  another  the 
reliefs  which  may  apply  and 
the  third  the  input  tax  it  may 
recover.  It  must  stand  on  ail 
three  legs  represented  by  the 
entire  range  of  VAT  law  — 
including  the  enforcement 
provisions  from  which  there  is 
no  hiding  place. 

Supplies  are  a  danger  area: 
they  can  be  made  in  almost 
infinite  variety  by  charities.  It 
is  not  only  a  matter  of  recog¬ 
nising  them  in  the  first  place, 
but  of  determining  their  true 
VAT  liability.  The  main  and 
overwhelming  supply  by  a 
charity  in  the  caring  sector 
may  'indeed  be  the  exempt 
provision  of  care.  If  it  did 
nothing  else,  it  would  have  no 
exposure  to  VAT  except  to 
carry  as  a  cost  VAT  on  the 
major  part  of  its  bough t-in 
costs.  But  life  is  not  like  that: 
charities  do  other  things  and 
make  other  supplies. 

Projects  may  be  instigated 
in  a  charity's  far-flung  opera¬ 
tional  units  by  local  manage¬ 
ment  committees  whose 
knowledge  of  VAT  is  minimal. 
Payments  to  charities  are  fre¬ 
quently  described  as  “grants'* 


John  Brown  says  the  rules  are  too  complex  for  charities 


when  they  are  not  they  are  the 
taxable  consideration  for  the 
supply  of  services. 

A  single  charity  may  make 
supplies  for  consideration 
which  include:  transport  by 
ambulance,  first  aid  training 
for  other  voluntary  organ¬ 
isations  and  for  commercial 
ones,  sales  of  products,  the 
letting  of  surplus  ground  on 


occasions,  allowing  a  recycling 
business  to  place  a  skip  on  its 
land  in  return  for  a  percentage 
□f  the  value  of  waste  paper 
dumped,  the  supply  of  accom¬ 
modation,  transport  services 
in  vehicles  adapted  for  the 
handicapped,  meals,  the  sup¬ 
ply  of  staff,  sales  of  goods  on  a 
SO-SO  basis  in  charity  shops, 
sale  of  donated  goods  and 


“promises",  sporting  and  graz¬ 
ing  rights  over  land,  consul¬ 
tancy  services,  sponsorship 
and  advertising  services, 
fundraising  in  variety,  holiday 
accommodation,  conference 
facilities  and  the  exploitation, 
of  the  charity's  logo. 

Now  identify  the  correct 
VAT  liability  of  the  above 
examples  as  a  Christmas  after¬ 
noon  occupation.  Send  your 
answers  by  fax  on  Christmas 
Day  to  HM  Customs  and 
Excise:  they  will  not  be  at  work 
but  the  charities  will  be  — 
Incurring  expenditure  with 
minimal  hope  of  recovering 
the  VAT  thereon. 

Contemplate  the  com¬ 
plexity  of  the  above  and 
compare  it  with  the 
relative  simplicity  of  applying 
VAT  to  a  commercial  business 
which  has  the  resources  to 
cope  and  the  funds  to  pay 
professional  advisers. 

There  are  many  reliefs  for 
charities  in  VAT  law,  but  their 
complexity  is  legion.  Charities 
deserve  a  better  deal.  The 
immense  burden  of  irrecover¬ 
able  VAT  should  be  reduced  or 
eliminated;  charities  provide 
relief  and  they  too  should  be 
relieved  of  the  ever-increasing 
burden  of  VAT  cost  and  ad¬ 
ministration.  Perhaps  the  sea¬ 
son  of  goodwill  is  the  time  to 
start  thinking  along  such 
lines.  We  shall  then  have  faith, 
hope  and  unencumbered 
charities. 

John  Brown  is  immediate  past 
president  of  the  VAT  Practitio¬ 
ners  Group. 


Brute  force  of 
PW  founder 

THESE  days  Christmas  Eve 
is  the  day  when  even  accoun¬ 
tants  stop  working  and  start 
the  Christmas  break.  But  it 
was  not  always  thus.  On 
Christmas  Eve  in  1844  Sammy 
Price  opened  up  the  partner¬ 
ship  which  we  now  know  as 
Price  Waterhouse. 

And  that  is  why  next  Tues¬ 
day  sees  the  annual  founder's 
lunch  of  the  current  partners 
at  their  Southwark  Towers 


headquarters  in  London. 
Much  jollity  is  expected.  But 
we  can  only  hope  that  they  do 
not  follow  the  example  of  their 
exalted  founder. 

Price  liked  nothing  better 
during  a  luncheon  than  to 
wade  in  with  both  fists  if  an 
argument  needed  to  be  settled. 
During  the  Fbnian  riots  of  the 
1880s  “he  turned  up  to  the 
office  in  a  very  dishevelled  and 
somewhat  bloodstained  con¬ 


dition".  it  was  reported.  So  be 
on  the  safe  side  and  make  sure 
you  avoid  file  precincts  of 
London  Bridge  station  next 
Tuesday  evening. 

Heavy  words 

SPARE  a  thought  for  the 
Christmas  foreboding  that  has 
settled  over  members  of  the 
International  Accounting 
Standards  Committee  (1ASQ. 


In  its  breakneck  scamper  to 
have  its  rules  in  order  by  early 
199S  it  has  scheduled  an  extra 
meeting  for  January  6.  This 
means  that  all  IASC  members 
are  awaiting  the  thud  of  an 
agenda  on  their  doorsteps  be¬ 
tween  Christmas  and  the  new 
year.  This  leaves  than  only  a 
week,  at  best,  to  sort  out  their 
views.  And  IASC  agendas  cur¬ 
rently  tend  to  weigh: in  at 
around  the  1300-page  mark.. 


“A  copy  of  War  and  Peace 
would  be  shorter"  is  the  moan 
of  many  a  member.  And  prob¬ 
ably  more  understandable 
too. 

Festive  touch 

SIR  David  Tweed ie  has  been 
bringing  Christmas  cheer  to 
the  City  this  week.  He  has 
been  spotted  around  London 
wearing  a  tie  decorated  with 
numerous  jolly  faces  of  Father 
Christmas  on  it  It  must  be 
something  to  do  with  the  forth¬ 
coming  standard  on  goodwill. 


Year  of  teacakes  and 
whoopee  cushions 


IT  HAS  been  a  year  of  extraordinary  activity 
and  achievements,  though,  as  often  happens 
with  the  accountancy  profession,  not  all  of  it 
went  as  planned.  It  is  odd  to  think  that  only  12 
months  ago  people  were  still  worrying  about 
whether  or  not  the  English  ICA  would  merge 
with  CIMA.  the  management  accounting 
.  body.  The  news,  that  the  merger  had  fallen 
through  seems  now  to  come  from  a  different 
era.  In  future,  rationalisation  within  the 
accountancy  profession  is  only  likely  to  come 
about  through  disasters  and  one  or  more 
bodies  running  for  cover  to  escape  disasters. 

The  other  change  we  have  now  ail  taken  on 
board  is  the  idea  that  accountancy  firms 
disclose  financial  information,  in  the  same 
way  that  companies  have  done  since  1948. 
Only  Price  Waterhouse  still  stands  alone. 

crossly  refuting  the  idea.  But  even  there,  if  you 
look  af  the  latest  edition  of  their  in-house 
magazine,  senior  partner  Ian  Brindle  is  eager 
to  trumpet  achievements  and  growth.  It 
cannot  be  long  before  even  he  produces  tome 
figures  for  the  outside  world. 

But  that  is  likely  only  after 
they  have  put  together  their 
US  and  European  firms. 

Then  we  can  expect  mam¬ 
moth  disclosures  of  huge 
advances.  Accountancy  firms 
know  the  business  of  side¬ 
stepping  their  competitors  - 
these  days.  - 

They  also  know  the  advan¬ 
tages  of  keeping  their  options 
open  as  we  approach  a  gener¬ 
al  election.  The  goal  of  becom¬ 
ing  limited  liability  partner¬ 
ships  will  remain.  The 
confusion  as  some  go  for 
Jersey,  smaller  firms  go  for 
the  Isle  of  Man.  and  others 
hold  on  to  see  what  the  . 

Government  can  offer  in 

terms  of  an  onshore  UK  _ 

limited  liability  partnership 
will  continue.  But  the  firms  are  doing  well 
They  can  cope  with  a  degree  of  uncertainty. 
And  in  toe  long  term,  toe  prospect  of  some 
form  of  proportionate  liability  legislation  is 
pretty  certain. 

The  other  members  of  the  profession  who 
must  regard  a  coming  general  election  with 
reasonable  ease  are  the  accountancy  bodies. 
Despite  squabbles  over  details,  they  have 
managed  this  year  to  put  together  a  credible 
regulation  system.  It  is  still  a  plan  rather  than  a 
done  deal  but  that  doesn't  matter.  If  a  Queen'S 
Speech  next  year  does  contain  proposals  for 
some  type  of  Securities  and  Exchange  Commis¬ 
sion  to  oversee  the  City  and  business,  then  the. 
blueprint  the  profession  has  sorted  out  can 
easily  be  bolted  on  to  any  new  structure.  Even 


Robert 
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on  the  .theoretical  front,  accounting  seems  to 
have  sorted  itself  out  The  great  onslaught, 
headed  by  Ernst  &  Young,  agarnj  toe. 
Accounting  Standards  Boards  published 
statement  of  principles  ended  in  a  state  of 
reasonably  happy  compromise. 

The  head  of-  toe  ASB,  Sir  David  Tweedie, 
may  have  said  that  BAY’S  pamphleteering 
had  "all  the  vision  of  a  mole  and  the  eloquence 
of  a  whoopee  cushion"  but  accountants  do  tn 
the  end  find  agreement  and  compromise 
more  congenial  than  bitter  battles.  The  great 
divide  over  toe  issue  of  current  values  is  stiff 
there,  but  it  will  not  surface  again  for  a  while. 

The  world  of  taxation  and  that  of  VAT  in 
particular  provided  some  bizarre  glimpses  of  the 
state  of  tax  legislation  and  its  surrounding  legal 
battles.  "The  Marks  &  Spencer  teacake  decision 
cost  the  Government  over  £360  million”  was  toe 
sort  of  comment  flying  about.  But  it  tended  to 
detract  from  the  main  point.  Talk  of  E6  billion 
shortfalls  in  taxtake  made  headlines.  But  toqr 
did  so  only  because  of  the  distorted  politics 
behind  taxation  policy.  For  a 
generation,  the  brightest  and 
best  from  the  Inland  Revenue 
or  Customs  and  Exrise  have 
jumped  ship  and  earned 
much  more  working  as  ad¬ 
visers  for  professional  firms. 
This  is  not  really  gamekeep¬ 
ers  becoming  poachers.  The 
important  point  is  the  shift  in 
toe  balance  of  expertise  and 
ability.  All  the  current  state¬ 
ments  from  the  tax  authori¬ 
ties  echo  what  the  profession¬ 
al  firms  have  been  saying  for 
years;  cut  back  on  staff  but 
run  the  place  with  a  core  of 
brilliant  tax  people. 

The  problem  for  any  gov¬ 
ernment  is  that  within  toe 
terms  of  pay  that  sort  of 

_  objective  cannot  be  achieved 

within  toe  Civil  Service.  Only 
accountancy  arid  legal  firms  can  achieve  such 
goals.  Tax  authorities  are  condemned  to 
lumbering  along  in  toe  profession's  wake. . 

But  probably  the  most  hopeful  change 
during  the  year  has  been  toe  attitude  towards 
financial  reporting.  There  may  be  enormous 
problems  ahead  in  trying  to  bring  together 
global  rules.  But  the  collective  understanding 
that  figures  to  be  disclosed  cannot  remain  so 
long  under  wraps  before  publication  is 
creating  a  tide  of  reform. 

The  more  that  companies  want  to  put  out 
figures  to  the  market  as  dose  to  realtime  as 
they  can,  toe  greater  toe  pressure  will  be  for 
more  useful  information  to  be  produced  faster 
and  more  accurately.  Which  is  precisely  what 
accountancy  ought  to  be  about 
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Court  of  Appeal 
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Court  of  Appeal 


Judge  was  not  told  of  change 


Six  steps  to  jury  inference 


Vernon  v  Bosley 

Before  Lord  Justice  Smart-Smith, 
Lord  Justice  Evans  and  Lord 
Justice  Thorpe 
[Judgment  December  13) 

When  a  civil  case  was  conducted 
on  the  basis  of  evidence  in  relation 
to  the  plaintiff's  psychiatric  con¬ 
dition  and  the  prognosis  at  the 
time  of  the  trial  and  it  was 
discovered  before  judgment  was 
delivered  that  the  prognosis  had 
changed  significantly,  the  altered 
position  should  have  been  dis¬ 
closed  to  die  defendant  and  the 
trial  judge. 

The  distinction  between  actively 
misleading  and  passively  standing 
by  and  watching  the  court  being 
misted  did  not  apply  if  there  was 
found  to  be  an  error  in  a  material 
fact  which  was  an  essential  part  of 
the  case.  In  such  a  cose  it  was  also 
the  duty  of  a  barrister  to  advise  his 
client  to  make  disclosure  to  the 
court,  and  if  the  client  refused,  to 
withdraw  from  the  case. 

The  Court  oF  Appeal  so  held  by  a 
majority.  Lord  Justice  Evans 
dissenting,  when  reducing  to 
£541.493.70,  the  damages  plus 
interest  payable  to  the  plaintiff. 
Peter  Frazer  Vernon,  by  the  defen¬ 
dant,  Katherine  Sarah  Bosley, 
after  the  rehearing  of  an  appeal  in 
which  judgment  had  originally 
been  delivered  n  March  {The 
Times  April  41. 

The  defendant's  appeal  was 
from  a  derision  of  Mr  Justice 
Sod  Icy  given  on  January  30.  1995 
whereby  he  awarded  the  plaintiff 
£1332^31.59  by  way  of  damages 
and  interest  in  respect  of  nervous 
shock  or  psychiatric  injury  sus¬ 
tained  when  he  witnessed  on 
August  13,  I9S2  unsuccessful  at¬ 
tempts  to  rescue  his  two  daughters 
from  a  motor  car  which  had  been 
driven  into  a  river  in  South  Wales 
by  the  defendant,  who  was  em¬ 
ployed  by  the  plaintiff  and  his  wife 
as  a  nanny. 

Mr  Dcrmod  O'Brien.  QC  and 
Mr  Daniel  Pearce- Higgins  for  the 
defendant;  Mr  David  Blunt.  QC 
and  Mr  Jonathan  Marks,  QC.  for 
the  plaintiff:  Miss  Diana  Cotton. 
QC.  as  amicus  curiae. 

LORD  JUSTICE  STU  ART- 
SMITH  said  that  the  defendant 
never  disputed  negligence  but 
disputed  (hat  the  plaintiff  had 
suffered  past  traumatic  stress  dis¬ 
order  as  opposed  to  a  grief  re¬ 
action.  albeit  an  extreme  one.  She 
contended  that  the  plaintiffs  sub: 
sequent  psychological  problems 
were  reactions  to  life’s  events, 
unconnected  with  the  a  cadent, 
such  as  the  lass  of  his  business,  his 
inability  to  obtain  employment 
and  the  break  up  of  his  marriage. 

On  March  29.  1996  their  Lord- 
ships  handed  down  draft  judg¬ 
ments  reducing  the  total  award  of 
damages  to  £643,42x56.  Issues 
then  arose  as  tq  (he  correct 
calculation  of  past  and  future  loss 
of  earnings,  which  affected  the 
calculation  of  interest. 

No  final  order  of  the  court  had 
been  drawn  up  when,  on  April  17, 
19%.  Mr  O'Bnen  received  from  an 
anonymous  sender- through  die 
post  copies  of  a  judgment  of  Judge 


McNaught  given  on  January  6, 
1995  in  Gloucester  County  Court  in 
proceedings  between  the  plaintiff 
and  his  wife  relating  to  their  three 
children,  and  a  copy  of  a  judgment 
dismissing  the  plaintiffs  appeal 
against  Judge  McNaught's  judg¬ 
ment  Those  judgments  revealed 
that  the  evidence  before  those 
courts  was  that  the  plaintiff’s 
psychiatric  health  had  dramati¬ 
cally  improved  since  September 
1993  and  that  he  was  substantially, 
if  not  fully  recovered, 

That  appeared  to  be  the  effecr  of 
the  evidence  of  Dr  G.  L.  Lloyd,  a 
consultant  psychiatrist,  and  Mr 
DougaJ  Madcay.  a  clinical 
psychologist,  both  of  whom  had 
given  evidence  before  Mr  Justice 
Sedley. 

It  appeared  to  the  defendant's 
legal  advisers  that  that  evidence 
was  materially  different  to  the 
picture  presented  to  Mr  Justice 
Sedley  and  to  the  Court  of  Appeal, 
and  that  in  particular  it  might 
affect  the  judge's  findings  as  to  the 
plaintiffs  state  af  health  at  the  time 
of  the  judgment  and  the  prognosis 
for  the  future.  That  would  affect 
the  level  of  general  damages  and 
also  elements  of  future  earnings. 

Accordingly  the  defendant  app¬ 
lied  for  the  appeal  to  be  listed  for 
rehearing,  for  discovery  and 
inspection  of  the  relevant  reports 
and  evidence  and  for  leave  to  take 
copies  of  them.  The  defendant 
waived  any  abjection  and  leave 
was  granted. 

Their  Lordships  ruled  in  Octo¬ 
ber  that  further  evidence  should  be 
admitted  since  it  was  relevant  to 
the  plaintiffs  mental  condition  ax 
the  rime  of  Mr  Justice  SedteyN 
judgment 

His  Lordship  said  that  it  was 
only  because  the  fresh  evidence 
was  likely  to  have  a  significant 
impact  an  the  amount  af  the 
judge's  and  their  Lordships’  award 
of  damages  that  it  was  justifiable 

to  admit  it 

It  could  not  possibly  be  a  proper 
exercise  of  the  court’s  discretion  to 
reopen  the  appeal  simply  to  give 
expert  witnesses  the  opportunity  to 
explain  their  evidence  and  the 
change  that  had  come  about  in  lL 

From  that  evidence  their  Lord¬ 
ships  concluded  that  the  plaintiff 
had  made  a  substantial  recovery 
which  had  been  progressive  since 
September  1993  save  for  tem¬ 
porary  deteriorations.  While  that 
could  not  be  said  to  be  a  complete 
.  recovery  because  he  required  low 
level  medication,  it  did  not  prevent 
him  from  functioning  normally. 

In  his  Lordship’s  judgment,  the 
existence  of  Dr  Lloyd'S  and  Mr 
Mocfcay*  later  reports,  notes  of 
evidence  and  Judge  McNaughfS 
judgment  should  nave  been  dis¬ 
closed  to  the  defendant's  advisers 
before  Mr  Justice  Sedley  gave 
judgment 

His  Lordship  rejected  the  sub¬ 
mission  that  the  reports  of  Mr 
Maekay  and  Dr  Uoyd  were  sub¬ 
ject  to  litigation  privilege.  They 
were  reports  obtained  from  experts 
m  proceedings  under  toe  Children 
Act  1 989  and  such  reports  were  not 
privileged.  The  ratio  decidendi  of 
the  case  of  fit  re  L  (a  Minor)  (Police 


investigation :  Privilege)  Q1996]  2 
WLR  395)  was  not  confined  to 
wardship  and  care  proceedings. 

It  was  the  duty  of  every  litigant 
not  to  mislead  die  court  or  his 
opponent.  He  might  do  so  not  only 
by  giving  evidence  that  he  knew  to 
be  untrue,  but  by  leading  the  oourt 
to  believe  that  a  certain  state  of 
affairs,  which  he  once  believed  to 
be  true,  was  now  known  no  longer 
to  be  so.  That  duty  continued  until 
the  judge  had  given  judgment. 

Moreover,  the  litigant  did  not 
discharge  that  duty  simply  by 
accepting  his  legal  adviser's  ad¬ 
vice.  He  could  rely  on  such  advice 
as  negativing  mens  rea,  so  that  he 
would  not  be  guilty  of  the  crime  of 
attempting  to  pervert  the  course  of 
justice.  But  he  was  responsible  for 
incorrect  advice  vis-i-vis  toe  other 
party  to  the  civil  litigation.  That 
was  the  general  role  where  legal 
advisers  were  acting  within  the 
scope  of  thrir  actual  or  ostensible 
authority. 

In  toe  submissions  made  on 
behalf  of  Che  plaintiff,  reliance  was 
placed  on  the  evidence  of  both  Mr 
Mackay  and  Dr  Lloyd  as  to  the 
plaintiffs  current  condition  and 
prognosis.  Yet  at  the  same  time  the 
submissions  were  made  toe  plain¬ 
tiff  knew  that  it  did  not  represent 
the  true  position  and  shortly 
afterwards  his  legal  advisers  knew 
the  same. 

Unless  toe  altered  position  was 
communicated  to  the  judge  there 
was  dearly  a  risk  that  he  would 
give  judgment  on  a  basis  that  was 
no  longer  true  and  that  was  exactly 
what  Happened. 

Mr  Blunt  sought  to  rely  on  the 
distinction  between  actively 
misleading  and  passively  standing 
by  and  watching  the  court  be 
misled. 

His  Lordship  said  that  the 
classic  example  of  the  distinction 
was  the  case  where  die  barrister 
knew  his  dient  had  previous 
convictions  but  the  court  and 
prosecution  did  not.  He  was  not 
under  an  obligation  to  disclose  the 
convictions  but  he  must  not  sug¬ 
gest  that  his  client  was  a  man  of 
good  character. 

Similarly,  neither  toe  litigant 
nor  his  lawyers  were  bound  to  call 
in  a  civil  case  (hose  witnesses  who 
could  speak  as  to  a  certain  matter 
of  fact  which  did  not  support  then- 
case. 

But  where  the  case  had  been 
conducted  on  the  basis  of  certain 
material  bos  which  were  an 
essential  part  of  the  case,  in  this 

case  the  plaintiff's  condition  ar  the 
trial  and  the  prognosis,  which 
were  discovered  before  judgment 
to  be  significantly  different,  the 
court  was  being  misled,  not  by  the 
defendants  failure  to  put  before  it 
material  of  which  she  could  or 
should  have  been  aware,  but  by 
the  failure  of  the  plaintiff  and  his 
advisers  So  correct  an  incorrect 
appreciation  which  the  court 
would  otherwise  ha  ve¬ 
in  regard  to  the  duty  of  counsel, 
his  Lordship  said  that  where  there 
was  a  danger  that  the  oourt  would 
be  misled,  it  was  counsels  duty  to 
advise  his  client  that  disclosure 
should  be  made. 


if  the  client  refused  to  accept  that 
advice,  then  it  was  not  as  a  rule  for 
counsel  to  make  the  disclosure 
himself,  but  he  could  no  longer 
continue  to  act. 

If  the  plaintiff  bad  not  accepted 
toe  advice,  then  the  non-appear¬ 
ance  of  counsel  and  solicitors 
before  the  judge  would  immediate¬ 
ly  have  alerted  the  defendant's 
advisers,  if  not  also  the  judge,  that 
something  was  afoot  There  was  no 
doubt  that  Mr  O'Brien  would  have 
smelt  a  rat. 

In  regard  to  the  position  In  the 
Court  tif  Appeal  Mr  Blunt  again 
sought  to  draw  the  distinction 
between  not  disclosing  dial  which 
he  asserted,  wrongly  in  his  Lord- 
ship's  view,  he  had  no  duty  to 
disdose  and  actively  misleading 
the  court  But  in  attempting  to  do 
so,  counsel  were  walking  a  tight¬ 
rope  and  in  his  Lordship's  judg¬ 
ment  did  not  succeed  in  staying  on 
it. 

His  Lordship  readily  accepted 
that  plaintiff's  counsel  did  not 
deliberately  intend  to  deceive  toe 
court  and  believed  that  the  advice 
they  gave  the  plaintiff  was  sound. 
But  they  made  a  serious  error  of 
judgment  in  failing  to  advise  him 
on  the  need  for  disclosure. 

By  an  over-technical  construc¬ 
tion  of  the  rules  and  a  failure  to 
appreciate  that  their  previous  con¬ 
duct  of  the  case  would  result  in  toe 
court  reaching  an  unjust  result 
unless  disclosure  was  made,  they 
found  themselves  in  an  impossible 
position.  By  the  lime  the  case  came 
to  the  COuri  or  Appeal  they  should 
have  appreciated  that  they  could 
no  longer  seek  to  uphold  the 
judgment. 

LORD  JUSTICE  EVANS, 
dissenting,  said  that  the  fact  of  the 
plaintiffs  recovery  had  to  be 
distinguished  from  the  ir¬ 
responsibility  shown  by  two  of  his 

expert  witnesses  in  subsequently' 
expressing  views  in  the  family 
proceedings  which  were  not  easy 
to  reconcile  with  their  evidence 
before  Mr  Justice  Sedley. 

Plaintiffs’  counsel  did  not,  in  his 
Lordship  s  judgment,  either  mis¬ 
lead  the  court  or  act  improperly  in 
any  way.  The  consequences'  of 
holding  that  they  did  went  far 
beyond  the  confines  of  the  present 
case,  particularly  with  regard  to 
views  expresed  by  expert  witnesses 
after  their  evidence  had  been 
given. 

His  Lordship  was  also  con¬ 
cerned  that  no  steps  had  been 
taken  to  discover  who  had  anony¬ 
mously  sent  documents  to  defen¬ 
dant’s  counsel  in  bread]  of 
statutory  confidence  and  appar¬ 
ently  in  contempt  of  court. 

This  case  already  deserved  a 
place  m  the  history  books  or  in 
some  legal  museum  as  an  example 
of  how  costs  and  the  length  of 
proceedings  could  get  entirely  out 
of  hand. 

Lord  Justice  Thorpe  delivered  a 
judgment  agreeing  with  Lord  Jus¬ 
tice  Stuarr-Smith. 

SoUcftors:  Howard  Falser 
Grossman  Hermer  &  Partners, 
Cardiff.  Osborne  Clarke.  Bristol: 
Treasury  Solicitor. 


Regina  v  Argent 
Before  Lord  Bingham  of  ComhilL 
Lord  CTueF  Justice;  Mr  Justice 
Sachs  and  Mr  Justice  Ton  Ison 
pudgment  December  16f 
Six  formal  conditions  had  to  be 
met  before  a  jury’  could  draw  such 
inferences  as  appeared  proper, 
under  section  34  of  toe  Criminal 
Justice  and  Public  Order  Aa  1994. 
from  the  failure  of  a  defendant  in 
answer  to  a  constable's  questions 
under  caution  to  mention  any  fart 
relied  on  in  his  defence  in  court 

The  Court  of  Appeal  so  stated 
when  dismissing  an  appeal  by 
Brian  Argent  aged  31.  against 
conviction  of  manslaughter,  hav¬ 
ing  been  acquitted  of  toe  murder  of 
Tony  Sullivan  by  stabbing  him 
seven  times  outside  an  east 
London  nightclub. 

The  trial  took  place  before  Sir 
Lawrence  Vemey,  Recorder  of 
London,  and  a  jury  at  the  Central 
Criminal  Court  last  May.  and  the 
appellant  was  sentenced  to  10 
years  imprisonment.  An  appeal 
against  sentence  was  dismissed. 

Section  34  of  toe  1994  Act 
provides: 

*11)  Where,  in  any  proceedings 
against  a  person  for  an  offence, 
evidence  is  given  that  toe  accused 
—  (a)  at  any  time  before  be  was 
charged  with  toe  offence,  on  being 
questioned  under  caution  by  a 
constable  trying  to  discover 
whether  or  by  whom  the  offence 
had  been  committed,  failed  to 
mention  any  fact  relied  on  in  his 
defence  in  those  proceedings  ... 


being  a  fact  which  in  toe  circum¬ 
stances  existing  at  toe  time  the 
accused  could  reasonably  have 
been  expected  to  mention  when  so 
questioned ...  subsection  (2)  bdow 
applies. 

"(2)  When  this  subsection  ap¬ 
plies  ...  (d)  the  ...  jury  in 
determining  whether  the  accused 
is  guflty  of  die  offence  charged, 
may  draw  such  inferences  from 
toe  failure  as  appear  proper. . ." 

Mr  William  Clegg,  QC  and  Mr 
Thomas  Derbyshire  for  toe  appel¬ 
lant:  Mr  Orlando  Pownafl.  QC 
and  Mr  Jonathan  Laid  law  for  the 
Crown. 

THE  LORD  CHIEF  JUSTICE, 
giving  toe  judgment  of  toe  court, 
said  that  section  34(2)(d)  em¬ 
powered  the  jury  in  defined 
circumstances  to  draw  such  in¬ 
ferences  as  appeared  proper.  That 
had  to  mean  as  appeared  proper 
for  a  juror  because  foejuiywasthe 
tribunal  of  fact  and  the  drawing  of 
appropriate  inferences  from  fact 
was  the  task  of  the  tribunal  of  fact. 

The  trial  judge  was,  of  course, 
responsible  for  toe  overall  fairness 
of  the  trial  and  it  was  open  to  him 
to  give  the  jury  guidance  on  the 
approach  to  toe  evidence.  There 
would  certainly  be  cireu instances 
in  which  a  judge  could  warn  a  jury 
against  drawing  inferences. 

The  judge  had  always  to  bear  in 
mind  that  thejuzy  was  toe  tribunal 
of  fad  arid  Parliament  in  its 
wisdom  had  seen  fit  to  enact 
section  34. 

The  formal  conditions  to  be  met 


before  toe  jury  could  draw  such 
inferences  were  six. 

1  There  had  to  be  proceedings 
against  a  person  for  an  offence. 
That  condition  had  neoessarily  to 
be  satisfied  before  section  34-  could 
bite. 

2  The  alleged  failure  had  to  occur 
before  a  defendant  was  charged. 

3  The  alleged  failure  had  to  occur 
during  questioning  under. caution 
by  a  constable,  or  any  other  a 
person  within  section  34(4). 

4  The  questioning  had  to  be 
directed  to  trying  to  discover 
whether  or  by  whom  toe  alleged 
offence  had  been  committed. 

In  toe  present  case,  it  was  not  in 
doubt  that  the  victim  had  been 
killed  by  someone,  and  the  ques¬ 
tioner  was  Dying  to  discover  who 
inflicted  the  fatal  wound  and 
whether  toe  killing  was  murder  or 
mans  laughter,  it  being  fairly  dear 
that  the  offence  must  have  been 
one  or  toe  other  unless  the  killer 
strode  the  fatal  blow  in  toe  course 
of  defending  himself. 

5  The  alleged  failure  by  toe 
defendant  had  to  be  to  mention 
any  fact  relied  on  in  his  defence  in 
those  proceedings.  That  raised  two 
questions  of  fact  (a)  .  Was  there 
some  fact  which  the  defendant  had 
relied  on  in  his  defence?  (b)  Did  toe  , 
defendant,  when  he  was  being 
questioned  in  accordance  with 
section  34.  fail  to  mention  it?  Being 
questions  of  fact  they  were  for  the 
jury  as  toe  tribunal  of  fact  to 
resolve. 

6  The  fact  toe  appellant  failed,  to 
mention  was  a  fact  which,  in  the 


droumstanoes  existing  ax  toe  time, 
he  could  reasonably  have  been 
expected  to  mention  when  so 
questioned. 

The  relevant  time  was  the  time 
of  questioning  and  account  had  to 
be  taken  of  ail  the  relevant  tircum- 
s nances  existing  at  that  time. 

The  court  should  not  construe 
the  expression  “in  die  circum¬ 
stances"  restrict]  vdy;  matters  such 
as  time  of  day,  the  defendant's  age, 
experience,  mental  capacity,  state 
of  health,  sobriety,  tiredness, 
personality  and  legal  advice  were 
all  part  of  the  relevant  circum¬ 
stances.  Those  were  only  examples 
of  the  things  which  might  be 
relevant 

When  reference  was  made  to  the 
accused,  attention  was  directed  not 
to  some  hypothetical  reasonable 
accused  of  oral  inary  ford  tude  but  to 
the  actual  accused  with  such 
qualities,  knowledge,  apprehen¬ 
sions  and  advice  ar  he  was  shown 
to  have  had  at  the.  time. 

Like  so  many  other  questions  in 
criminal  trials  the  questions  were 
for  toe  jury .  to  resolve  in  the 
exercise  of  their  collective  common 
sense,  experience  and  understand¬ 
ing  of  human  nature. 

His  Lordship,  having  reviewed 
the  facts  particular  to  toe  case  and 
thegrounds  of  appeal  said  that  the 
court  did  not  regard  toe  conviction 
as  unsafe  and  the  appeals  against 
conviction  and.  sentence  were 
dismissed. 

Solicitors:  Aitridge.  Bermond¬ 
sey:  Crown  Prosecution  Service. 
Headquarters. 


Judge’s  powers  when  reviewing  taxation 


Kawarindrasuigh  v  White 
Before  Lord  Woolf.  Master  of  the 
Rolls,  Lord  Justice  Aklous  and 
Lord  Justice  Brooke 
pudgment  November  5J 
A  judge  who  was  reviewing  a 
taxation  of  a  litigant  in  person's 
costs  had  the  same  powers  and 
discretion  as  were  vested  in  the 
taxing  officer  or  district  judge  and 
he  was  not  limited  to  inquiring 
whether  toe  taxation  was 

unreasonable. 

The  Court  erf  Appeal  so  held  in 
allowing  an  application  by  the 
plaintiff.  Lt  Col  S.  Kawarindra- 
singh.  for  leave  to  appeal  against 
die  refusal  of  Judge  Morrell  at 
Peterborough  County  Court  on 

October  25. 1994  to  interfere  with  a 

taxation  of  costs  by  a  district  judge. 

The  appeal  was  allowed  and  the 
matter  was  remitted  to  the  county 
court  far  rehearing. 

The  plaintiff  m  person;  the 
defendant  did  not  appear  and  was 
not  represented. 

LORD  JUSTICE  BROOKE  said 
that  the  plaintiff  -  had  sought  a 
review  by  the  judge  of  a  district 
judge's  taxation  of  his  costs. 

The  judge  bad  considered  that 
he  was  bound  by  the  derision  erf  a 
Iwoj'udge  division  of  toe  Court  of 
Appeal  In  Hart  v  Aga  Khan 
Foundation  (UK)  fl!9&4|  I  WLR 


994)  to  decide  the  review  in 
accordance  with  the  principles  set 
out  in  Associated  Provincial  Pic¬ 
ture  Houses  Ltd.  v  Wednesbuiy 
Corporation  Q1948]  1  KB  223). 

He  reviewed  the  order  on  that 
basis  and  decided  that  the  district 
judge  had  not  had  regard  to  any. 
irrelevant  considerations  or  failed 
to  take  into  account  relevant 
considerations  and  it  coold  not  be 
said  that  his  opinion  was  dearly 
wrong. 

The  judge  was  aware  of  the  fact 
that  in  Madurasinghe  v  Penguin 
Electronics  flI993|  1  WLR  989)  Lord 
Justice  McCowan  had  suggested 
that  the  derision  in  Harrs  case 
might  require  reconsideration  on 
some  future  occasion,  bin  toe 
judge  had  said  toot  since  the 
present  case  was  a  taxation  of.  the 
costs  of  a  litigant  in  person  he  was 
bound  by  Hart  which  also-  con¬ 
cerned  a  litigant  in  person. 

At  the  hem  erf  toe  application  for 
leave  to  appeal  was  an  issue  of 
considerable  public  importance 


Order  38.  rule  24(6)  provided 
that  on  such  aa  application  the 
judge  could  “exercise  all  such 
powers  and  discretion  as  are 
vested  in  the  district  judge  in 
relation  to  the  subject  matter  of  the 
application” 

In  his  Lordship's  judgment. 
Order  38.  rule  24(6)  reproduced  in 
a  codified  form  the  familiar  prin¬ 
ciples  which  governed  the  jurisdic¬ 
tion  of  a  judge  on  an  interlocutory 
appeal  from  a  master  or  district 
judge,  which  were  dearly  set  out 
by  Lord  Atkin  in  Evans  v  Bartlam 
Q1937]  AC  473. 478): 

“where  there  is  a  discretionary 
jurisdiction  given  to  the  court  or  a 
judge  the  judge  in  chambers  is  in 
no  way  fettered  by  the  previous 
exercise  of  the  masters  discretion 
---  he, is  entitled  to  exercise  [his 
discretion]  as  though  toe  matter 
came  before  him  for  the  first  time." 

The  present  application  pro¬ 
vided  appropriate  occasion  for  the 
court  to  resolve  any  doubts  which 
might  still  linger  on  the  nature  ofa 


wfaiing  to  toe  nature.of  a  judged  ’  judged  jurisdiction  on  an  apph’cfl- 


jurisdktion  when  he  or  she  heard 
an  application  far  a. 'review  of 
taxation,  made  pursuant  to  Order 
38.  rule  24(4)  of  {he  County  Court 
Rules  (SI  1981  No  1687  fL2Q)H  hy.a 
party  whowas  dissatisfied  with  the 
district  judges  derision  Ott  .a 
reconsideration  ofa  taxation. 


tron  to  review  a  taxation  of  costs, 
whether  made  by  a  raxing  officer 
or  by  a  district  judge,  and  whether 
made  by  a  firm  of  solicitors  or  a 
litigant  in  person  under  Older  62. 
rule  3S(4J  of  the  Rules  of  the 
Supreme  Court,  or  under  Order 
38.  rule  24(6)  of  toe  County  Court 


Rules  whose  words  were  identical 
mutaris  mutandis,  so  far  as  the . 
provisions  relating  to  the  judge* 
powers  and  discretion  were 
concerned. 

The  words,  as  Lord  Justice 
McCowan  had  said  in 
Madurasinghe,  meant  exactly 
whai  they  said.  - 

In  his  Lordship*  judgment  the 
judge  below  had  been  wrong,  as  a 
matter  of  law,  to  hold  that  his 
jurisdiction  was  limited  to  an 
inquiry  as  to  whether  the  district 
judge's  order  could  be  faulted  on 
Wednesbury  grounds,  although  in 
the  light  of  toe  apparently  conflict¬ 
ing  decisions  of  the  Court  of 
Appeal  ft  was  hardly  surprising 
that  he  derided  to  fallow  what  was 

said  in  Hart  which  wax  another 
case  concerned  with  a  litigant  in 
person,  particularly  as  The  County 
Court  Practice  1996  drew  attention 
to  that  distinction. 

The  Court  of  Appeal  did  not 
have  the  expertise,  m  the  abserwe 

of  expert  assistance,  to  determine ' 
that  ok  plaintiff’s  application  fora  ' 
review  was  doomed  to  fail. 

Accordingly.  toe  court  would 
gram  leave  to  appeal. allow  the 
appeal  and  remit  toe  plaintiffs 
application  for  a  review  by  the 
judge  on  the  proper  basis. 

The  Master  of  the  Rolls  and 
Lord  Justice  Aldous  agreed. 
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Equities  close  near  best  of  day 


TRADING  PERIOD;  Settlement  talas  place  five  business  days  after  the  day  of  trade.  Changes  are  calculated  on 
the  previous  days  dose,  but  adjustments  are  made  when  a  stock  is  ex-dividend.  Changes,  yields  and 
price/eamings  ratios  are  based  on  middle  prices. 
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Frenetic  action,  ■■ 
sa  unrelenting 
soundtrack.,.and 
Madonna:  Evita 
proves  to  be  all 
lung  and  no  heart 


...  but,  with  Danny 
DeVito  in  top  form. 
Matilda  is  a 
gleeful  screen 
adaptation  of 
Roald  Dahl’s  story 


ARTS 


. . .  and  the 
delightful  1964 
Michel  Legrand 
musical  The 
Umbrellas  of 
Cherbourg. ,  is  back 


■  TOMORROW 


The  amazing  return 
of  Peter  Green: 
Fleetwood  Mac's 
founder  tells 
of  his  journey 
to  hell  and  bade 


CINEMA:  Madonna  emotes  her  little  cotton  socks  off,  but  Geoff  Brown  is  deafened  rather  than  stirred  bv  Evita 


Something  is  wrong 
with  a  musical  when 
you  keep  hoping  ev¬ 
ery one  will  shut  up.  In 
the  film  version  of  Evita  there 
is  very  little  silence.  Just  a  few 
seconds  appear  here  and  there 
before  Madonna's  Evita,  or 
Antonia  Banderas,  her  Every¬ 
man  partner,  launch  ‘into 
song,  or  the  crowds  in  die 
square  shout  in  jubilation,  or 
the  army  of  electric  guitars 
make  war  on  the  soundtrack! 

We  long  for  pools  of  contem¬ 
plation,  to  ponder  the  progress 
of  this  Eva  Duarte  from  rural 
Argentine  urchin  to  glamor¬ 
ous,  sraatiigxt-hqggmg  wife  of 
the  dictator  Juan  Domingo 


Evita 

Odeon  West  End 
PG.  133  mins 
Anyone  hear  of 
pianissimo? 

The  Umbrellas 

of  Cherbourg 
Curaon  Mayfair 
PG,  91  mins 
Entrancing  musical 
revived 

Matilda 

Warner  West  End 
PG,  98  rains 
Anarchic  lark  from 
Roald  Dahl’s  book 


PtenSn.  But  there  is  simply,  no 
time.  There  is  always  a  dance 
number  to  stage,  a  riot  to 
ignite,  or  a  fancy  set  to 
bombard  with  camera  angles. 
And  a  star  who  demands 
attention  like  a  spoilt  child. 

Did  it  have  to  be  this  way? 
In  some  ways,  yes.  Andrew 
Uqyd  Webber's  rock  opera, 
originally  created  in  1976  as  a 
concept  record  album,  is 
through-composed,  and  die 
film  does  nothing  to  alter  that 
Lloyd  Webber'S  notes,  allied  to 
Tim  Rice'S  frequently  banal 
lyrics,  keep  an  coming;  and  ft 
will  take  a  hardened  £®i  erf  the 
show  —  there  are  plenty,  I 


know  —  to  survive  over  two 
hours  of  impassioned 
mediocrity. 

The  choice  of  director  also 
means  this  Evita  had  to  be  the 
way  it  is.  Alan  Parker  does  not 
walk  on  tip-toe.  He  wears  hob¬ 
nailed  boots:  he  pummels  and 
pokes,  right  from  the  start 
The  start  is  dated  1952:  News 
of  Eva  Pterin's  death  inter¬ 
rupts  a  movie  Screening-Then 
comes  the  funeral  Massed 
mourners  line  the  streets,  a 
•  chorus  wails  V Requiem 
aetemam":  a  fat  climax,  after ' 
only  a  few  minutes.  So  it  goes 
on  at  the  same  furious  pitch  as 
the  stoiy  backtracks  to  Evitals 
youth,  her  association  with 
tango  singer  Magaldi  (Jimmy 
Nan),  and  her  ascent  into' the 
heart  and  bed  of  CdoneL  later 
President,  Pterin  (Jonathan 
Pryce). 

This  is  history  as  rod;  opera. 
Complex  events  and  charac¬ 
ters  get  reduced  to  a  trite 
narrative:  a  peasant  girl  gets 
rich  and  powerful  and  then, 
poor  fifing,  she  dies.  Charac¬ 
ters  rarely  interact,  with  each 
other  or  us;  they  dedaftnTb  the 
camera,  or,  more  precisely, 
they  mime  to  the  thunderous 
soundtrack  recording.  To  be 
sure,  there  is  exritement  in  the 
sumptuous  orchestral  mix  and 
Parker’s  barrage  of  images. 
There  is  passion  and  commit- 
.  men!  in  Madonna's  perfor¬ 
mance,  especially  when  die 
stands  on  the  balcony,  arms 
outstretched,  -  singing  Don’t 
Cry  for  Me,  Argentina. 

But  there  is  do  intimacy,  no 
tenderness,  no  tune  for  reflec¬ 
tion.  no  variety;  everything  is 
thumped  home  at  fee  same 
level,  everything  is  presented 
as  spectacle.  You  may  be 
dazzled,  here  and  there.  But 
you  learn  nothing.  More  im¬ 
portantly,  you  feel  nothing. 

Oddly  enough.  Evita  arrives 
in  the :  same  .week  as  The 
Vmbrdhts  of  Cherbourg. 
Jacques :  Demy'S  wonderful 
.musical; of  1964,  restored  and 
revived1, mail  its  pastel-hued  • 
splendour.  Demy'S  characters 


She  loves  you,  and  hopes  you  love  her  the  late,  great  Eva  Peron  achieves  her  goal  of  being  played  by  Madonna 


keep  on  singing  too;  every 
morsel  of  dialogue  comes  gift- 
wrapped  with  Michel  Le- 
grand’s  lilting  pop  music.  But 
they  sing  to  each  other,  and 
they  sing  of  intimate,  ordinary 
tilings  feat  touch  fee  heart  a 
lover  absent  in  th^  Algerian 
war;  a-  pregnancy,  'badinage 
among  garage  workers,  even 


directions  to  a  paint  shop. 
There  are  real  people  here, 
sharing  feelings  in  a  world  we 
can  grasp  and  understand. 

Of  course  there  is  artifice  in 
plenty.  Gaze  at  fee  colours:  the 
yellow  cardigan  of  Catherine 
Deneuve,  or  the  turquoise 
dress  with  purple  flowers  that 
just  happens  to  match  fee 


wallpaper;  or  the  umbrellas  in 
the  sbqp  owned  by  Deneuve's 
mother;  Anne  Vernon. 

But  the  artifice,  never  sti¬ 
fling.  has  a  point  By  painting 
Cherbourg  in  fairy-tale  hues. 
Demy  and  his  talented  col¬ 
leagues  are  creating  a  roman¬ 
tic  dream  against  which  the 
characters’  disappointments 


must  be  measured.  Deneuve 
—  achingly  beautiful,  and  all 
of  19  at  the  time  of  shooting  — 
gets  pregnant  by  Nino 
Castelnucrvo’s  garage  hand, 
only  to  lose  him  to  time  and 
fate.  In  his  absence,  a  rich 
diamond  merchant  (Marc  Mi¬ 
chel)  makes  his  bid.  and 
succeeds.  Castelnuovo  returns 


to  his  own  substitute  mar¬ 
riage.  Such  is  life,  pretrv 
colours  or  no. 

The  Umbrellas  of  Cher¬ 
bourg  has  so  many  ingredi¬ 
ents  that  most  modern  films 
have  no  in  rerest  in  gathering. 
It  has  a  sense  of  proportion 
and  an  integrated  style:  ihe 
thought  of  bombarding  the 
viewer  with  theme-park  at¬ 
tractions  never  struck  Demy, 
his  designer  Jean  Rabier,  or 
his  an  director  Bernard  Evein. 
The  film  has  genuine  charm, 
and  a  wistful  brand  of  senti¬ 
ment  with  enough  specks  of 
vinegar  to  stop  things  curdling 
into  mush.  Handsomely  re¬ 
stored  after  circulating  for  too 
long  in  faded  prints,  it  is  the 
connoisseur's  No  1  Christinas 
attraction. 

"You  villainous  sack  of 
gobs  mile?”  “You  squirming 
worm  of  vomit?"  This  is  Roald 
Dahl-speak.  and  there  is 
enough  of  the  master's  boister¬ 
ous  anarchy  and  language  left 
in  fee  film  of  Matilda  to 
delight  his  young  fans.  Since 
this  is  an  American  adapta¬ 
tion.  fee  story  has  been  shifted 
to  California,  where  we  find 
Mara  Wilson’s  precocious 
young  heroine  suffering  under 
the  thumb  of  two  crass,  self- 
regarding  parents. 

Father  (Danny  DeVito,  who 
also  directs)  touches  up 
wrecked  cars  and  sells  them  to 
suckers.  Mother  (Rhea  Perl¬ 
man)  is  concerned  only  with 
her  looks.  So  what  if  Matildas 
IQ  readies  the  stratosphere? 
Father  knows  best  "There'S 
nothing  you  can’t  get  from  a 
book  that  you  can’t  get  from 
television  faster!" 

Observations  like  that  ap¬ 
peal  to  adults.  Other  elements 
in  fee  mix  are  more  designed 
for  a  child's  guffaws.  Take 
Miss  Trunchbull  the  fear¬ 
some  headmistress  of  Crun¬ 
chen!  Hall,  played  by  our  own 
Plam  Ferris.  Trunchbull  snarls 
out  her  insults,  flexes  her 
whip,  and  is  strong  enough  to 
grab  a  child  by  tiie  pigtails  and 
hurl  her  far  and  wide.  Luckily, 


young  audiences  know  that 
the  bigger  the  crime,  the 
bigger  the  comeuppance;  and 
when  it  comes,  DeVito  does 
not  disappoint. 

No  film  could  be  funher 
removed  from  fee  blandness 
of  most  family  entertainment. 
Wilson,  the  appealing  young 
player  from  Miracle  on  34th 
Street,  may  smile  sweetly,  but 
she's  noi  fee  kind  of  moppet 
who  causes  a  wince.  As  direc¬ 
tor,  DeVito  keeps  the  visuals 
edgy,  and  ihe  tone  one  of 
gleeful  exaggeration.  You  can¬ 
not  make  a  successful  Dahl 
adaptation  without  some  mis¬ 
chief.  and  this  delightful, 
prancing  film  has  it  in  spades. 


‘Too  much 
music’ 

Young  film  fans  give 
their  thoughts  on... 

D  EVITA 

MicbeUr  Robertson.  22: 
Perhaps  too  much  of  the 
musical  side,  with  an 
evident  lack  of  direction 
in  places.  Still,  you’ll  be 
guaranteed  to  leave  your 
seat  singing  Don't  Cry 
for  Me,  Argentina, 
Annabel  Chapman,  2fc 
Good  acting  but,  all  in 
all,  your  typical  banal 
Lloyd  Webber  musical. 
Lorenza  Rowell.  20:  A 
spectacular  but  senti¬ 
mental  production  in 
which  Madonna  and  An¬ 
tonio  Banderas  perform 
well. 

lizanne  Rose,  22:  As 
wife  most  Lloyd  Webber 
musicals  there  comes  a 
point  in  fee  second  half 
when  all  the  songs  sound 
exactly  the  same.  Don't 
Cry  for  Me  became  espe¬ 
cially  irritating  when 
Madonna  started  on  her 
fourth  rendition. 
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“The  first  genuinely 
marvellous  film  of  1997.” 


Caroline  Westbrook  -  Empire 


‘Hugely  upliftiiig...Hicks  has  written  a  symphony  to  life 
which  really  does  make  heauty  and  truth  indivisible” 


The  Daily  Telegraph 


“Shine  is  a  great  film!  There  are  scenes  here  that  take  your 
breath  away.  It  is  one  of  the  best  films  of  the  year,  any  year!” 


Good  Morning  America 


K 

2ak-3 


Winner  of  9  Australian 
Film  Institute  Awards 

Los  Angeles  & 
New  York  Film  Critics  Awards 

Best  Actor 

National  Board  of  Reveiw 
Best  Filmy  Best  Actor 
Best  Supporting  Actor 


Shine 
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THE  TIMES  THURSDAY  DECEMBER  19 1996 


■  CHOICE  1 

Courtney  Pine 
brings  his  Modem 
Day  Jazz  Stories 
to  die  South  Bank 

VENUE:  Tonight  ar  the 
Queen  Elizabeth  Hall 


■  CHOICE  2 

An  RSC  debut  for 
Leslie  Phillips, 
as  Falstaff  in 
The  Merry  Wives 

VENUE:  Opens  tonight 
at  the  RST,  Stratford 


■  NEW  VIDEOS 

Eddie.Mmphy 
finds  a'' blackly 
comic  vehicle 
in  Wes  Craven’s 
Vampire  in 
Brooklyn 


■  NEW  CDS, 

Felicity  Lott  : 
goes  all  French ... 
and  frothy  on 
a  new  recording 
of  Offenbach  and 
other  bonbons 


LONDON 

BTCHHI5TIIAS  CONCERT  Bob 

Mohes'j  ntroduees  an  everang  Wanting 
liwouite  Oiistmas  carols,  gospel 
songs,  and  a  das*  ol  calypso  mag>c. 
ftichad  Cochi  conducts,  irte  Royal 
Chora]  Society  and  (ha  London  Concert 
Orchestra.  rath  supporting 
partarrnenocs  by  (he  London 
C  rynmunay  Gospel  Cboa,  the  BT  Band 
and  MakxAans'  Steel  Orchasra. 

Albeit  HaR.  Kensngtan  Gore.  SW7 
(0171-589  82121  T'wght  7  30pan  IS 
LONDON  SYMPHONY 
ORCHESTRA.-  Rateei  Fruhtxa*  cto 
Buncos  conducts  (ha  LSO  m  a 
flamboyant  programme  leatumg 
Rossini's  overture  to  LTtefiana  m  Alga t 
Pwtofwv's  Fiano  Conoano  No  a  and 
Strawi5J>y'5  The  Piled  Spring  The 
ptanc  sdcdsl  &  Hwa-ao  GuUerraj 
Barbican,  Sfc  Street.  EC£  10171-638 
8891).  Toraght.  7  30pm  £1 
COUHTNEY  PINE  The  youtfrful 
leading  tigrs  ol  BrtiBti  pi  bmgs  He 
progressive,  independent  brand  ol 
music  to  me  South  Bank  The 
piuyjinnu  (eatues  tracks  from  he 
Meicuty-nominawd  afcum.  Modem  Day 
jas:  Slones 

Queen  Elizabeth  Hal.  South  Bank. 

SE1  TO  1 71 -980  4242|.  7.45pm.  B 

ELSEWHERE 

EDINBURGH  In  an  atmospheric 
concert  by  candletght  (he  BT  Scottish 
Ensemble  performs  John  Tamer's 


TODAY’S  CHOICE 


A  daffy  guide  to  arts  t 
and  •ntertainmord 
compiled  by  Merit  Hargle 


powerful  new  work  Tears  at  iheflngefe, 
dedtaafed  ro  "the  suftemg  people  of  (he 
Balkans  The  program™  also 
leanres  muse  by  Bach,  Conelr  Pan  and 
Larghlon 

Queen’s  HsB,  Clerk  Street  (0131-868 
2019)  Tonight,  7.45pm. 

I  Pms  Operwig  night  of  a  second 
season  to  Opera  North's  new 
production  ot  Madama  Bottorlly. 
Pucora's  tragic  lalo  ol  love  and  betrayal 
aaosa  cubnl  boundaries  Cheicse 
soprano  Chen  Sue  sings  ihe  role  ol  the 
steadiest  geisha  c»-Cio,  with 
Amencan  lenor  Mark  Ntartson  as 
FMolm  PbuI  Daniel  conducts. 

Grand  Theatre.  46  NewBrtggda 
(0113  245  9351/440971).  Tonight. 
7.15pm  Further  pertotmencas  on 
January  3. 21.  30  and  Fobnmy  t  @ 

STRATFORD.  A  belated  Royal 
Shakespeare  Company  debrt  far  Leslie 
PMUk.  playing  Fabmh,  with  Susannah 
York  (also  her  debut).  Edward 
Pethertmdge  and  Joanna  McCaHum  m 
The  Merry  Wives  of  WMsor.  Ian 
Judge  directs. 

Royal  Shakespeare  Theatre. 


Wafers***  (01 789  285623)  Opens 
tonight,  7pm.  In  lep  with  Much  Ado.  © 

WOKING  GayMImot  stars  as 
Buttons  in  the  romance  story  of 
CSndocola.  who  manta  her  Rmca 
Charming  and  goes  (o  the  bal.  Ron 
Hams,  corrptete  with  dklgendoo,  plays 
Baron  Hardup,  wimRotm  Cousins  I  who 
shales  on  a  speoefly  cansnuded  lea 
rtnfcj  and  "SpiT  (ha  dog 
New  Victoria.  Feacods  Aits  Centre 
(01483  7St  144).  Opens  today.  Then 
Mon-Sat.  Z30pm  3nd  7  30pm:  Sun. 
130pm ends 30pm.  Until Februay  a® 

LONDON  GAU  FRIFfi 

BrftWi  Museum:  Mystaws  ol  Anctent 
China:  Japanese  Arts  ((7171-638 
1555)  .  Cette.  Dame  Syreo  “The 
Sin  Sots  Over  Honq  Kong"  (0171-435 
6660)  . .  Chris  Beatles:  The  Bnteh 
Artamusbatren.  1780-1996(0171-838 
7561). . .  GourfewM:  StrWHam 
Chambers  Architect  to  George  III  (0171- 
873  2526) .  Cuniren.  Rtzrovti 
Graery  Craning  ExHbtiian,  "Satan  des 
Grepmause"  (oin  -too  1 45B) 

Hayward:  Howard  Hod^drr  Psmtinos 
10171-928  3144)  .  Portland: 

Twentieth  Century  Scottish  Antsts  (01 71- 
321  0422) . . .  Hoyal  Academy:  - 
AtKrto  Giacometti  1901-1088;  From 
Manama  la  Picasso  (0171  -438  7438) 
Tate-  Grand  Tour.  The  Lire  d  Kaly  In  the 
18th  Cenaay  10171-887  8000).  .  Tom 
Bleu:  Open  Ended,  new  mrh  from  ntiw 
contemporary  photographers  (0171- 
378  1300) 


B  THE  ADVENTURES  OF 
HUCKLEBERRY  FINN  Dwwl  Newman 
plays  Hut*  and  Ckre  Uewfiflyn  is  Jim  n 
Mark  T wan's  masterpiece,  adapted  and 
.greeted  By  Matthew  Franas 
Greenwich.  Grooms  HU.  SE10  (0181- 
858  7755)  Man-Sal,  7  45pm,  mat  Sal. 

2  30pm  UnW  January  25 

□  AS  YOU  LIKE  IT.  Steven  Proton's 
superbly  casr  production  (ram  this  year's 
Strahord  comas  Id  London  where  it  wfli 
run  und  March 

Barbican.  SUk  Sirea  EC2  (01 71-638 
8891)  Tonght-Sat  7.15pm  mat  today 
andSar,2pm  In  rap.  0 

□  THE  BEAUTY  OUBEN  OF 
LEENAME-  Quick  revlvsl  lor  Martin 
MeOonagh's  weB-crated  aid  gnppmg 
drama  ol  lore  lost  in  Comamara.  A 
change  ol  cast  bnngs  Jane  Brennan  n 
as  the  (rostrated  daughter  to  Anna 
Mjnaftan  Gany  Hynes  dnects 
Royal  Court  (Duke  of  York's).  St 
Martin's  Law.  WC2  (0171  -565  5000). 
Mon-Sat.  730pm:  mat  SaL  3  30pm 

□  LE  CERCLE  INVISIBLE  Verona 
Chapkn  and  Jean -Baptiste  Theride 
return  with  them  strange  and  dreamfitae 
evocation  of  the  ana  ol  arcus 
Mermaid.  Puddle  Dodt,  Blackfnas. 

EC4  (0171-236  2211)  Tue-Sa.  7  30pm; 
mat  Sun.  4pm  Also  peris  on  Dec  23. 

30. 730pm.  and  mats  an  Dec  24. 26  31. 
Jan  1.  4pm  Ltabl  January  12 

□A  DOLL'S  HOUSE:  No  supertanves 
figh  enough  Tor  Janet  McTeer  in 
Anthony  Page's  Aral  -class  production 


THEATRE  GUIDE 


Jeremy  Kingston's  assessment 
at  theatre  showing  In  London 
■  House  full,  returns  only 
E  Some  seats  anOabie 
□  Seats  st  a8  prices 


at  tosen's  proto-temmal  drama. 
Playhouse.  Northumberland  Ave.  WC2 
(0171-839  4401)  Mon-SaL  7.30pm:  mat 
SaL  230pm 

E  FAIR  LADES  AT  A  GAME  OF 
POEM  CARDS.  Verse  play  by  Peter 
Oswald,  based  on  an  l&h-centuy 
Japanese  puppet  play:  forbidden  love  ai 

court,  with  David  Haig  playing  one  ol 

Ihe  obstacles  (ha  lovera  must  overcome. 
National  (CoOssioa).  South  Bank, 

SEl  (0171  928 2252).  Ton^ht -Sat. 

7  JOpnr  mal  SaL  2  30pm  in  rep 
B  JESUS  CHRIST  SUPERSTAR. 
Restored  theatre,  rawed  show.  Ihe 
theatre  after  56  yeas,  the  show  bat*  to 
celebrate  ns  25(h  enwsreary  Gale 
Edwards  directs. 

Lyceum.  WeOngton  Street  WC2 
(D171-6S6 1807.  booking  M  Mon-SaL 
7.45pm  mats  Wed  and  SaL  3pm 

□  LAUGHTER  ON  THE  23RD 
FLOOR-  Nei  Smon's  funny  account  ol 
working  among  a  teem  ol  scrfpnwnteis 
for  comedan  Sid  C&sar  beck  in  the 


1950s  Gene  Witter  plays  Sid. 

Queen's,  Shaftesbury  Avenue,  W1 
(01 71  -494  5040).  Mon-SaL  Bpm.  mate 
Wed,  2.30pm.  Sat  4pm. 

□  OLD  WICKED  SONGS:  Bob 
Hnskns  returns  to  the  stage  to  play  a 
Viennese  mac  professor  teaching 
Schumann  to  an  anogantyaireg  pianist 
(James  CalHs)  ESfah  Moshswky  drads 
Jon  Marans's  play. 

Qkiflud.  Shaflasbury  Averue,  W1 
(0171-494  5065)  Mon-Srt. 730pm, 
mats  Tue,  i30pm.  and  Sat,  4pm 

B  SWANWHTIE  knagteatMi  British 
premiere  at  Strindbe*g  beytate 
Haursteg  effects 

Gate,  PembrtdgeRoad.WII  SJ171- 
229  0706).  Mon-SaL  7  30pm.  Ur*! 
December  21 

LONG  RUNNERS 

B  Buddy  Strand  (0171-8308800) 

B  Cater  New  London  (01 H -405  0072) 

□  An  Med  Husband:  OtoVfc  t«7l- 

B2B7618)  .  B  An  Inspector  CMte- 

Gamck (0171-494 5085)  ..BLea 
MtotaMer  PMaee  (01 71-434  0908) 

□  The  Mousetrap.  St  Martin's  (0171- 

836 144^ .  .BOBnri'Patadlum 
(0171-4945020)  ■  The  Phantom 

of  the  Open  Her  Maiest/s  (0171-494 
5400)  .  B  Sweet  Boulevard: 

Adelphl  (0171-3440055) . .. 

□  Tommy  Shaftesbury  (0171-379 
5398} 

Ticket  Information  suppfed  by  Society  . 
cl  London  Theatre. 


NEW  RELEASES 

ACTS  OF  LOVE  (18)  Flawed  drana 
boosted  by  Denres  Hopper's 
performance  as  a  teacher  In  Ihe 
Mrteest.  earned  away  by  passion. 
□Hector.  Bruno  Barreto  Wfth/Vnybvng 
and  Amy  Locane. 

Wemer  (0171 -437  4343) 

♦  101  DALMATIANS  (U):  Glenn  dose 
leiocSespotsisKthedogsinlhetve- 
achon  oitnn  ol  the  cartoon  dessc. 
WUh  Jett  Daniels  and  Joety  Rtdndson 
Direaor.  Stephan  Herek. 

Barbican  B  (0171-638  8891) 

Ctapham  Picture  House  (0171-498 
33M)  Oden  ns:  Kensington  (01420 
914666)  Leicester  Square  (01426-915 
683)  Swiss  Cottage  (0 1426  8 14088) 
Rio  (0171-254  6877)  fltay  (0171-737 
21 21 )  Screen/Baker  Street  (pi  7 1  -935 
2772)  UCJ  Wldtsteys 6)  (0990  88899Q) 
Virgins:  Chetaas  (01 71-352  5080) 
Pidham  Road  (01 71 -370  2636) 

♦  STAR  TREK:  FIRST  CONTACT 
(12):  Painck  Stewart's  Enterprise  crew 
bailies  the  Borgs  Acceptable 
advermae.  il  a  Rate  too  serious.  VVWi 
Brent  Spinet.  Alice  Knge.  Director. 
Jonathan  Frakas. 

ABC  Baker  Street  (0171-935  9772) 
daphaai  Picture  House  (0171498 
3323)  Empire  (0990888  990)  Nottlng 
HB  Coronet  fi  (0 171  -727  6705) 
Odeona:  Ksnstegton  (01426914666) 
Swiss  Cottage  (01426914098)  Ptaaa 
B  (0990  888980)  Rltiy  (01 71-737 
2121)  Screen/Green  (PI71  226  3520) 


CINEMA  GUIDE 


Geoff  Brawn's  assessment  of 
fBms  In  London  and  (Where 
indtoted  wfthtfie  symbol  ♦) 
on  release  across  die  corsitry 


UCI  Whitotays  B  (p99Q  888390) 
Vkglns:  Ftdhanr  Road.  (01 71 -370  2636) 
Trorredera  (8(0171434  003!) 

STEAL  BIO,  STEAL  LITTLE  (12) 

Ham- listed  comic  fable  about  twwi 
brothers  (Andy  Garda)  dbpudng  an 
■nhartianoa  Director.  Anttew  Daws 
Warner  (0171437  4343) 

TWO  MUCH  (PG):  Antonio  Banderas 
invents  a  twin  Brother,  so  he  can  woo 
boh  Metarue  Griffith  end  Daryrf  Hanriah 
Fiat  romantic  comedy,  dradad  by 
Fernando  Trueba. 

Virgin  TVocadoro  (01 71 434  0031) 

CURRENT 

LE  BONHEUR  (10):  Broad  comedy 
about  domestic  woes  and  Ranch 
Uesstytes.  with  Mchd  Senauft,  Sabtne 
Azdma  and.  briefly.  Enc  Cantona. 
Dlrecror.  Etienne  ChetWet 
Cuizon  Mayfair  (0171-369 1723) 

Wrghi  Hsymarket  (01 71-839 1527) 

♦  BRASSED  OFF  (15):  Yorkshie 
eday  toid  lighu  for  sunnvsf  Sugary 
comedy  wuh  a  few  drops  of  vtoegar 


With  Pete  PoaOethwalte.  Tara 
Fitzgerald  Ewan  McGregor.  Director. 
Mark  Herman 

ABC  Tottenham  Coral  Road  [0171- 
8386148)  Ctephsm  Plctwe  House 
p31 71 488  33231  Empire  {0B0CF888 
91 1)  Orleans:  MezzanineB  (01 426 
915683)  Stefas  Coitegs  (D17T-586 
3057)  Rltey  (0171-737  2121) 

♦  HOME  FOR  THE  HOLIDAYS  1 15)' 
Urtevai  comedy  about  a  dystUKtioneJ 
larrdy.  directed  by  Jodie  Foster.  KWh  - 
Holly  Hunter  and  Robert  Downey  Jr. 

Cu non  WE  (01 7 1-389 1722) 
Screen/Baker  Street  (0171-935  Z772) 
Scresn/lhs  HB  (01 71 435  3380) 

KANSAS  CTTY  (15)  Too  much  artifice 
to  Robert  Amman's  tale  of  crine  and  (azz 
to  19308  Kansas  C»y.  With  Jemter 
Jason  Leigh,  Mranda  Richardson,  Harry 
Betelcrta 

Chslssa  [0171-361  3742)  Ctephsm 
Picture  House  (0171498  3323) 
Everyman  6 (01 71 435 1525) 

THE  LAST  OF  THE  HIGH  KINGS 
(15)'  Ptaasartcomtog-of-agesaganeJ  bi 
Dublin.  1977  WRh  Jared  Uio  and 
CatherewOHaa. 

ABC  Tottenhsm  Court  Road  (0171- 
638  6148)  Odson  Kensington  (01426 
91 4666)  Warner  (01 71 4J7  4343) 

MR  RHJABLE  (15):  Palty  crtmnal 
becomes  folk  hero  to  lale- 1960s  Sydney 
Engaging  Aussa  comedy  with  CaUn 
Fneb  aid  Jacqueline  Md<srcla 
□vector.  Nadia  Tass 
Plaza  Bl®»  BBS990I 


Vamping  in  a  New  York  vein 


“rip  i0 


■  VAMPIRE  IN  BROOKLYN 

CIC,  IS.  1995 

VASTLY  uneven  horror  comic,  star¬ 
ring  Eddie  Murphy  as  an  elegant 
Caribbean  vampire  with  golden,  eyes 
seeking  to  propagate  his  idnd  in  New 
York.  Murphy's  preening  ways  find  a 
useful  outlet,  but  ultimately  the  film  is 
better  at  being  horrific  than  being 
funny.  The  director  is  Wes'  Craven, 
ghoulish  joker  of  A  Nightmare  on  Elm 
Street  Available  to  rent. 

■  ANGEL  BABY 

Electric,  15, 1995 

AVOID  all  sign  of  Christmas  cheer  by 
renting  this  confidently  handled  and 
abrasive  Australian  film  about  dis¬ 
turbed  young  lovers.  A  promising  new 
director,  Michael  Rymer,  propels  the 
story  forward;  and  John  Lynch  and 
Jacqueline  McKenzie  (the  girl  in  Mr 
Reliable)  excel  in  their  roles  as  the 
couple  trying  for  domestic  bliss  with 
everything  against  them.  The  film  won 
seven  Australian  Film  Institute 
awards. 

■  THE  WILD  WEST 
Channel  4,  E,  1995 

THE  absorbing  six-part  American 
television  series  about  the  making  and 
breaking  of  the  American  West  is  now 
available  in  two  videos  totalling  more 
than  five  hours.  Ric  Burns's  pro¬ 
grammes  make  history  come  alive 
through  archive  photographs,  paint¬ 
ings  and  early  film  footage.  Talking 
heads  are  also  on  offer  to  guide  us  from 
the  pioneer  days  of  the  1840s  through 
the  Indian  wars,  the  building  of  the 
transcontinental  railroad,  to  the  Sioux 
massacre  at  Wounded  Knee  in  1390. 


Blood  relations?  Angela  Bassett  succumbs  to  rii«»  toothy  charms  of  Eddie  Murphy  in  Vampire  in  Brooklyn 


salute  the  dawn,  strip  off  their  dothing, 
and  disport  themselves  like  Beautiful 
People.  Performers  include  Arthur 
Brown  and  Kingdom  Come,  Fairport 
Convention.  Traffic  and  Melanie;  tal¬ 
ent  behind  the  camera  includes  Nico¬ 
las  Roeg  and  David  Puttnam. 
Cinematically  incoherent,  but  a  valu¬ 
able  historical  document 


■  THE  JAMES  DEAN  STORY  - 
Orbit  Screen  Classics.  E,  1957 
A  YOUNG  Robert  Altman  served  as 
co-director  of  tiffs  documentary  (made 
two  years  after  Dean's  deatfi).  though 
the  assemblage  of  material  remains 
disappointing,  weakened  by  bursts  of 
pretentious  symbolism  and  sluggish 
pacing.  Where  the  film  scores  is  in 
catching  in  interview  Dean's  family, 
friends,  his  drama  teacher  and  a 


highway  patrolman  so  soon  after  the 
star's  meteoric  career.  . 

■  GLASTONBURY  FAYRE 
Redemption,  15. 1973 
THE  sleevenote  promises  a  cast  in¬ 
cluding  “10,000  stoned  hippies”.  I  soon 
stopped  counting;  but  the  audience 
garnered  in  1971  for  Somerset's  five-day 
spiritual  celebration  and  musical  orgy 
certainly  take  centre  stage  as  they 


Geoff  Brown 


NEW  CLASSICAL  CDs:  A  Roman  Christmas  circa  1705:  whole  Lott  of  fun;  rediscovering  Marek 


Hilary  Finch 


■  SCARLATTI 
Cantata  per  la  Notte 
di  NataJe 
Concerto  Italiano 
Opus  Ill  OPS  30-156*++ 

E  14.49 

CHRISTMAS  Eve  in  the  Ap¬ 
ostolic  Palace  in  Rome,  1705: 
Abraham,  Daniel,  Ezekiel 
Isaiah  and  Jeremiah  are  all 
gathered  together  in  limbo  to 
await  the  coming  of  the  Messi¬ 
ah.  Well,  it  certainly  gives  a 
new  angle  to  the  srary  and 
challenged  the  Sicilian  com¬ 
poser  Alessandro  Scarlatti  to 
proride  at  least  20  different 
modes  of  rejoicing  in  as  many 
arias.  A  soprano  Daniel  has  a 
vision  of  spring  to  rival  Vival¬ 
di's;  a  tender  oboe  accompa¬ 
nies  his  pastoral  cradle  song; 
Isaiah  dances  with  glee,  and 
Abraham  is  a  remarkably 
agile  and  venerable  bass. 

Only  poor  Jeremiah  sheds 
prophetically  bitter  tears:  lam¬ 
entation.  after  all.  is  his  pre¬ 
rogative—  and  he  introduces 
Claudio  Carina  as  a  formida¬ 


ble  counter-tenor.  He.  four 
other  soloists,  and  the  excel¬ 
lent  instrumentalists  of  the 
Concerto  Italiano  .  lovingly 
recreate  this  Opus  111  find. 

In  total  contrast  yet  no  less 
irresistible,  is  a  compendium 
of  Christmas  Music  from 
English  Parish  Churches 
1740-1830  (Hyperion  CDA 
66924).  After  hearing  Peter 
Holman's  Parley  of  Instru¬ 
ments  and  the  fresh-faced, 
vocalists  of  Psalmody  carol 
their  w^  through  ihe  likes  of  ’ 
Thomas  dark  of  Canterbury, 
Wiliam  Matthews  of  Notting¬ 
ham  and  John  Foster  of  Shef¬ 
field.  Hark  the  Herald  Angels 
will  never  sound  the  same. 


111. 


i-t;! 


John  Higgins 


■  FELICITY  LOTT 
S’AMUSE 
Felidty  Lott/Graham 
Johnson 

Fortune  UCD  I6760+++ 
£13.49 

A  DELECTABLE  recital, 
which  carries  all  the  bitter¬ 
sweet  flavour  of  high-class 


French  boulevard  comedy.  Fe¬ 
licity  Lott  turns  herself  into  a 
combination  .of  Danielle 
Darrieux  and  Edwige  Feuil- 
lere  as  she  moves  from  tipsy 
suppers,  music  provided  by 
Offenbach,-  to  the  foxtrots  of 
Maurioe  Yvaih.. 

The  mood  is  often  risque  but 
never  roguish.  Lott  is  careful 
to  mix  sentimental  and  even 
serious  numbers  with  the 
_more  suggestive ones.  •  So 
Chaus  son  and  Du  pare  .are 
found~he«r=;  alon^ide  Erik- 
Satie,  who  provides  a  delirious 
waltz,  and  Oscar  Strauss,  with 
a  song  about  the  necessity  of  - 
putting  on  an  act  Nobody  is 
better  at  doing  that  than  Lott 
and  within  a  few  bars  she  has 
whisked  her  audience  off  to 
the  world  of  Sacha  Gnitiy  and 
Yvonne  Printemps,  where  a 
flirt  can  dish  the  dirt. 

Overall,  charm  outweighs 
mockery,  with  much  of  the 
latter  left  to  Graham  John- 


CDs  reviewed  in  The 
Times  can  be  ordered 
from  The  Times  Music 
Shop  on  0345  023498 


son's  knowing  and  ever  re¬ 
sponsive-  piano  accompani¬ 
ment  The  tide  comes  from  a 
number  in  Offenbach's  post¬ 
humous  operetta.  Belle  Lur- 
ette,  in  which  the  singer 
lament&that  when  the  show  is 
over  die  lights  goouc  on  CD  it 
is  possible  to  start  all  over 
again.  Any  Francophile  after  a 
Christmas  reoord  need  look  no 
further.  . 


Barry  Millington" 

■  MAREK 
Smfonia;  Suite  four 
Orchestra;  Meditations 
Philharmonia/  B  rain 
Koch  3-6439-2+++  E14.49 
CZESLAW  MAREK  (1891— 
19S5)  is  a  Swiss  composer  of 
Polish  origin  who  merits  bare¬ 
ly  a  mention  in  the  musical 
dictionaries.  Yet  the  recently 
rediscovered  oeuvre  is  a 
major  addition  to  the  reper¬ 
toire  and  Koch  is  to  be 
congratulated  for  committing 
itself  to  recording  the  entire 
works  of  this  fascinating 
composer. 


Volume  1  includes  the  Sinfo- 
nia,  a  single-movement  struc¬ 
ture  of  half  anhour’s  duration, 
which  was  Marek'S  entry  for 
an  international  composition 
competition  in.  .1928  (it  won 
first  prize  in  the  national  zone 
and  came  dose  to  winning  the 
overall  prize).  Confronting  the 
late  Romanticism  of  his  back¬ 
ground  with  the  NeoCIassi- 
cism  of  the  1920s,  with  a  dash 
of  folldpric  seasoning,  the 
Sinfonia  inhabits  an  utterly 
r  -jonique^und  world.  Its  effects 
of  colour  are  as  precisely 
calculated  as  its  structural 
coherence  is  impressive. 

The  Suite  for  Orchestra, 
Op  25,  of  1926 and  the  Medita¬ 
tions  of  1911-13  are  likewise 
wholly- individual  scores,  even 
if  thelatter  is  dearly  a  product 
of  the  AustroGennan  School 
(Marek  had  been  studying  in 
Vienna).  Gary  Brain,  tireless 
prosdytiser  for  causes  such  as 
Marek,  draws  refined,  accom¬ 
plished  performances  from 
the  Fhflharxnonia.  Further 
volumes  are  keenly  awaited. 

★  Worth  hearing 
++  Worth  considering 
Worth  buying 
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ART  GALLERIES 


FLOWS!  PAINTINGS 
FROM  RUSSIA. 
ROY  ISLES  GALLERY 
29  Bruton  SM  W1 


LEFEVRE  GALLERY  30  Bruton  SL 
V71  0171 493  2107  Worts  on  Paper 
to  BALTHUS  2-20  Dec  Mon-Fn  m 


EVENTS 


ON  beftal  ol  Asa  Equty  I  would  fite  to 
rash  everyone  a  magical  Ctmstmas 
and  New  Year  are!  a  special  marts 
to  Data  McKay  tar  choosing  toe 
rtne  ri  dis.  reoante  Howard. 


OPERA  &  BALLET 


COUSEUll 01 71 632 8300 
UNTU.  4  JANUARY  Eves  7  3).  Mac 
23001  Dec2fl7pml 
THE  MCOW  ARABLE 

KIROV  BALLET 
The  Nutcracker 


ROYAL  OPERA  HOUSE  0171  304 
4000  tar  Box  0t6ce  &  Standby  into 
Ticheto  auaJabte  on  the  day 
The  Royal  Qpora 
Tcn'L  Sat  730  TURANDOT 
Tire  Royal  BMM 
Tomor  730  (Lad  Nght)  Fgrsyme's 
STEPTBCT/Rage's  TWO-PART 
MVENnON/MacMBan’c 
WINTBI  DREAMS 
Mon  7  00.  Tt*  i20Qpni 
CINDERELLA 


ROYAL  FESTIVAL  HALL  0171 950 

4242 

SngSsh  Natural  Bate 

THE  NUTCRACKER 

16 Dec-11  Jan  Eras 73Dpm 
Mats  212^JBJ2?2Wa31  Dec 
1234  HJanUfan  No  peris  Sun 


SADLER'S  WELLS  at  the 
PEACOCK  THEATHE 
8171 314  88)0 
T6  Dec  -  4iti  Jan 
CtyBaBM  of  London 

CINDERELLAuorwSa!  730  tube. 

WWLSfflEJO 

(No  perfs24lh23h  Deed  Jail) 


To  advertise  in 
this  section 
please  call  the 
Entertainments 
team  on: 
0171  680  6222 
or  fax 

0171  481  9313 


THEATRES 


ADELPH1 

“ANDREW  LLOYD  WEBBER'S 
MASTERPECE"WaSlJoiirt0l 

SUNSET 

BOULEVARD 

Wfeinar  of  7  Tonjr  Awards 
Including 

BEST  MUSICAL 


PETULA  CLARK 
34HR  CHHXT  CARD  BOOKINGS 
CALL  344  0055  (bhg  fee) 
GRPBOOKMG413330C  (bhg  tee) 
No  booking  lee  tar  AdalpW 
Box  Office  Caferc 

Recoded  (ntomadon  01 71 379  8804 

Manga  7.45  Mas  Thur&saaoo 


ALBERT  THEATRE  0171  389  1730 
cc  0171 344  4444 
Urtt25Jan1997 
The  Royal  Shatespaae  Gornprey 
production  of 

THE  CHERRY  ORCHARD 

by  Anton  Cbefcfxnr 
"Action  Nobte's  gtanous  production" 
independent 

Eras  7J0  Mats  T?v& Sat  300 


ALDWYCH  0171 416  6003.  CC  U4 
lee  3*4  4444  Gqa 0800 614 903 
BEST  ACTRESS 
DIANA  RIGG 

1986  Eh  Stid  Drama  Awards 
DIANA  RIGG  QAVDSUCHET 
n  EDWARD  ALBEFS 

WHO'S  AFRAID  OF 

VIRGINIA  WOOJ_F 

DtibyHwotoDate 
Won-Set  7.15pm  Sat  Hat  2.15pm 
No  ports  23-28  Doe  tat 
Tm  31  it  5pm _ 


APOLLO  VtiCTOWAoc  0171 416 
6055  cc3flW5  01 71.344  4444AM  71 
420 0000 dps  416  6075*13  3321 
Andrew  Lloyd  Wttobar'a 

STARLIGHT  EXPRESS 

THE  FASTEST 
SHOW  ON  EARTH 
Wife  kntdde  runs  19.45  da^ 
Tue&Sal3orn  Trials  hongiaa 


AP0UUO494  5070344  4444 

THEY’RE  BACK! 

TC  OFFICIAL  7T5BUTETO 

THE  BLUES  BROTHERS 

THE  PfflfWT  CHftSTMAS  PARTY 
UO  reason  tar5WEEKSOH.Y 
Sure  peris  sold  ail 


BOOMSejflYTXEATRE  &0,  CCs 

01 71 388  8822.  From  Dec  2D 
1130am  &  3pm. 

(SPECIAL  FAMILY  TICKET  220) 

SOOTY  AT  CHRISTMAS 


CAMBRIDGE  484  5060(4166080 
344  44440EO  0000  f+**B  feel 
Gm4C  484  5454 
416607^4133321(4365588 

GREASE 

“Fate  furious,  twang  A  tan. 
fun,  hat”  DJJrror 
TICKETS  AVAIABLE  APPLY  DAILY  TO 
BOOCOmCE 
Mon-Sal  7  30am  Wed&Sat  Mat  3om 


CHAPEL  OF  LOVE-PICCADflXY 
CIRCUS 

01712874433^420  0000/344  4444 
“THE  WSMMMG  OF 

TMCENTtflmr 
The  Defy  Trtegrapti 

JOEY  &  GINA'S  WEDDING 

Book  now  trod  be  pad  ol  Die  (tfanous 
exuaagarea  Prtce  toctades  show, 
he  imsc  and  endtess  taan  buffet 
Spprial  party  ofcw 

Ttiw-Fri  7^5,  Sat  &30,  Sun  «J0 
SOME  SEATS  SHLL  AVAILABLE 
FOR  SPECIAL  NEW  YEWS  EVE 
PARTY.  £125  PHt  PBtSON 
INCLUSNE  OF  FIVE  COURSE 
MEAL  AM)  BOTTLE  OF 
CHAMPAGNE  PBt  COUPLE. 


COMEDY THEATRE  0171 369 
1 731  CC  344  4444  (Un  tee)  420  0000 
Eras  8  Thurs  Mal  3  Sal  Mat  5 

MAGGIE  surra 

“Mtiam  beyond  baler  Ind 

MARGARET  TY2ACK 

IganunaiymtMnff'DTBl 

TALKING  HEADS 

Mtititien&dtiededby 

ALAN  BENNETT 

'HcndwfuSy  toueftraand  luvV'Trns 
LUTED  SEASON 
No  perts  between  23  Dec-4  Jan 


CRTTEHON  369 1 737844  4444 

REDUCED  SHAKESPEARE 
COMPANY  in 

THE  COMPLETE  WORKS 
OF  WILLIAM 

SHAKESPEARE  (abridged) 

AI  37  Rays  rt  97  MUtatei 
“Hfctttoua"  times 
Mate  TTual  3.  Salas 
Sui  rt  4,  Eras  at  8pm 
THE  COMPLETE  HISTORY  OF 
AMERICA  (afaridgad) 
_ Tueateraflcm _ 


D0EB80N  0171 056 18SA990 
204liaW20  OOMflAg  fee)  Ggs 
8096/3121897(0800614903 

IT*  Magic  const  afln  on  atege 
INSNETS 

BEAUTY  AND  THE  BEAST  . 

Qpgm  May  yboatotia  now  open 


DRURY  LANE  THEATRE  ROYAL 
SS  cc  (Bin  fee)  24hr  7  days  01 71 494 
5000344  4444/420  0000  Gips  484 
5454/413  331 V31 28000 

MISS  SAIGON 

"IHE  CLASSIC  LOVE  STOHY 
OFOURTIMF' 
now  in  ns 

STH  EXTHAOHDINAHYYEAR! 
Eras  7.45  Mate Wed  &  Sat  3pm 
Good  seats  ovafl  far  Wed  Mat 
&  soma  porta  -  apply  BtO. 
FOR  TELEPHOME/POSTAL 
BOOKINGS  &  PERSONAL 
CALLB4S 

0171  494  5060  (ffltGFS) 


DUCHESS  CC  0171  484  5070  CC  344 
4444  (no  t*gtaeV430  0000  (btig  tael 
0171-4133321  Eras  Bpm.  Wtod  mat 
3pm,  Sal  5pn  8  8  30 
“A  SAUCY  COMEDY-  E  SU 
NOW  IN  ITS  Gtfi  YEAR 

D0NT  DRESS 
FOR  DINNER 

“Glorioutay  Outragooira"  T  Out 
24  Dac  3pm.  Mg  Part  25  Doc 


PORTWSB04CC  0171 638 
22309128033 

EWAN  JAMES 

HOOPS)  SWIONS 

Susan  HITS 

THE  WOMAN  IN  BLACK 

Adapted  by  Stephen  Maflairdt 
“Tho  raota  tiiiog  and  cttflBng 
ptey  for  yoonT  DJ*£ 

NOW  IN  ITS  ETH  YEAR 
Mon-Sal  Bpm 
Igs  Ttas  3nnS«  4pm 
Bmaiteg  ttrna  Zys 


GARRICK  0171 494  50B5/ 

312 1990  too  bfeg  fee) 

Son*  Expariancas tdii  Nmr 
Forgot 
WHNBIOF 
IS  MAJOR  AWARDS 
Tho  Royal  National 
77mm  production 
JBfttete/9 

AN  INSPECTOR  CALLS 

’THRBJJHG-JUUSTBESEBT* 

OMM 

“OnoofttM  naatMoxioMlng, 
BmtrieMt  hngtaa8«8 
mpRtaMMOf  the  iSSOa*  Era 
Start 

“TWO  HOURS  OF 
ENTHRALLING,  WSUAU.Y 
STUNNING  DRAMA”D  Id 
Mon-Fn  7.45.  Sa  5.00  &  6.15. 
_ Wedirtal30 _ 


GIBJBm  THEATRE  0171 494 
JS 


STAGECOMQACKISAN 
ELECTWFYBTO  WT“  S  Erpress 

JAMES  CALLS 

"tenMtonMdngpttftinnanca" 

Guantian 

0U)  WICKED  SONGS 

directed  by  Bfata  Motekaky 
An  “BdOTONAL  PUNCH  THAT 
LEAVES TOU  RSJNG  WITH 
PLEASWE-A  RIVETB4G 
NIGHT' Era  Std 

Martha  7  30pm.  Ttus  nsfi  230pm, 
Sat  ma  4pm 

Aiming  me  2hre  1 5  nans 

MUST  END 11 JAH 


HAYMARKET930  6800  (no  t*g  tael 
344  4444(420  0000  (nth  bkg  tee) 
Ttw-Sa  745gro  Sat  Mai  3pm 

JESSICA  LANGE 

TOBY  IMOGEN 

STEPHENS  STUBBS 

W  TENNESSEE  WHAMS' 

A  STRSTCAB  NAKED  DESIRE 
draaedby^ltHHALL 
Red  Pace  Ftiera  Nan! 


HER  MA^nrS  34hr  494  5400 
(bhg  M  CC  344  4444U20  0000  |ta4 
Gqa  484  5454(4133311(4363585 
ANDREW  LLOYD  WEBBSTS 
AWARD  WINKING  MUSICAL 

THE  PHANTOM  OF 
THE  OPERA 

□raaad  by  HAROLD  PUNCH 
NOW  BKG  TO  MAY  87 
Eras  7  45  Mats  WW  5  Sat  300 
Anew  a  B«  Office  daft  to  reams 


LONDON  PALLADIUM  B0CC 
0171 484  50231344  4444  pi  14  ser» 
dtf  433  0000  G<ia  01 71 W  5454 
'AUAJORTHEATnCAL^ENTUai 
“ROBEHT  LliaSSAY^  FAQIN  IS 
FULL  OF  CHARM,  WARMTH  ft 
GLEEFUL  CTMNALITY. 
HESA HOOT’D  Bp 
K 

OLIVER! 

3RD  ntS>RESSI8LE  YEAR 
■UONEL  BAHTS  MASTHWCCE 
YOU  GANT  ASX  FOR  MORE? 

s.r«Tws 

Eras  730  Mas  WW5S312SI 
SOME  GOOD  SEATS  AVAL 
NOWFORWmqWPBtfS 


To  advertise 
.in 

ENTERTAINMENTS 

Tel:  0171  6806222 
or  lax:  0171  481  9313 


LYCEUM  CC  0171 658 1806 
09905008003444444/4200000 
(bltg  fee)  &ps  416  B076 

TIMRICEft 

AffflflEW  LLOYD  WEB8STS 

JESUS  CHRIST 
*  SUPERSTAR 

“Sonde  Shhrara  Racing  Down 
■nraSpbuTOTete^apn 
Eves  7.45  Mats  Wed  A  Sa  3 
tno  bkg  fee  to  pasonal  eateis  at  Sv 
Lyceum  ten  otto  lOenvCpm). 


—uluu  <mha  hnnWlJte  faa 
uuBBietS  M«  DOCMaua  HI 


LYMC  01 71 494  5045 
oc  420  010CK344  4444  Oafcg  tae) 
“THE  MOST 
UNPRETEKTKHBLY 
ENJOYABLE  SKIW  IN 
. LONDON" Dns 

BY JEEVES 

THE  ALAN  AYCKBOURN  A 
ANDREW  LLOYD  WEBBffl 


“_HAD  THE  AUDIENCE 
BUCKLING  UP  WITH 
.  LAUGHTHTtita 

Eres-7.45.  Mate  Wtids  &  Sa  3pm 
Ctraeafansaaiatfc 


NATIONAL  THEATRE  BO  0171 
328 2252  Grps  01 71 620  0741;  24hr 
cc  bhg  tee  0171  420  0000 
OLIVER  ToriT.  Tomor  7.15 
GUVS  AND  DOLLS.  Use  and 
by  Fork  Loess*.  Book  by  Jo 
&  Abe  Burns. 

LYTTELTON  TonT.  Tito  700 
JOHN  GABRIEL  B0RKMAN 
Hear*  been  tit  a  n»  raraon  try 
Ncfictes  WighL 

COTTESLDE  Tort,  Torar  730 
FAIR  LADES  AT  A  GAME  OF 
POEM  CARDS  a  new  wse  ptay 
by  Paa  OsmU  based  on  an 
anginal  writ  by  Chtarnatiaj 
Uanaenwn- _ 


MEW  LOMXM  Oiuy  IBM  WC2  B0 
0171 40SBJ72CC6I71 404  «79 
24H0171 3444444/4200000 
Grps  01 H  03 331 1/436 5588 
TJ^ANpflEW  LLWD  WffiBBV 
TS  EUOTMHWTOWL 
fflMHm«GIAJSCAL 

CATS 

Eras  745  Mb  lue  A  Sat  300 
lAIBCCMSBNOTNMnH) 
WHILE  AlOTORWUeiN 
MOTION,  FIBSEBE  PnONFT 
Bao  open  Nft46 

LiUTTED  NO.  OF  SEATS  AVAIL 
DAILY  FROM  BOX  OFHCE. 


OLD  VIC  92B 7816/312  8034 
THE  PETBt  HAU.  COMRANY 
Simon  Wart  Caol  Drintontar 
Deborah  Grant  Robert  Ent 
Barbara  Murray  RtehardTMd 
OSCAR  1MLDFSMASTBRPECE 

AN  IDEAL  HUSBAND 

“GREAT  &  GLOfltOUS"  S-Tta» 
Mon^rt  730,  Mete  wed  &  Sat  100 
USTgVfEatB 


PALACE  THEATRE  0171-434  0909 
(bkg  fee)  01 71-344  4444  (big 
tea)  Qp3  0171 4133311 
THE  WORLDG  HOST  POPULAR 
MUSICAL 

LESMISEBABLES 

NOWMITS11TH 
MTOORDBREAIWG  YEAR 
Eras  730  Mate  Thi&S*233 
Latecomasnaatinted 
untHtehtanal 
LM7HJM0  OF  SEATS  AVAL 
DALY  FROM  BOX  OFHCE 


PHOBHXBQICCOI71 369 1733 
,344  44447420  (D00  (tea) 

BEST  MUSICAL 

OlwtiDavraAiads 
Plays  &  Hawsflior  Norelo  Avoids 
VMLYRUSSarS 

BLOOD  BROTHERS  * 

-Bring*  fto  nidtenca  to  Its  Mat, 
and  roaring  8a  apprarar  D  Mal 
10THTRMIPHANTYEAR 

Eves  7  45  Mats  Thurs  3  Sat  4 


nCCADtllY017l  369 1734/344 

4444/0171 420  0000  p4hts} 

“Soa  It  noar  or  regret  R  foravir 

LOS 

ADVENTURES  M  MOTION 
PICTURES  PRESENTS 

SWAN  LAKE 

‘Tba  bast  n^Mout  in  London" 


“MagictetantHBtlc.wandartat- 
the  stuff  of  draatreT  D  Tg 
Eras  73Q,  Mats  Wed  ASat  230 
LBgTED  SEASON  UWTILflim 


PLAYHOUffi  0171 8394401  cc 
0171 4000000  (bhg  ba) 

JANET  OWEN 


TEALE 

A  Gresl  &  Lkmraeabte  Ewrt"  S.Tms 

A  DOLL’S  HOUSE 
by  Henrik  ttrean 
a  version  by  Frank  McGrtmaaa 


MorKSa  7 30  Mbb  Sal  230 
MUST CLOSE  11  jam 


PRINCE  OF  WALES  0171 83S  5987 
Rrtl  CM  420  0000  CC  344  4444  QpB 
420  0200  IraapftonelOSOO  614903 
“HOT  FROM  BROADWAY,  AND  I 
MEAN  SMOKW.  ENOUGH 
BERGY.TO  ELECTRIFY  A 
CnY."D.IM 

GRAMMY  AWARD  WMMNG 
MUSICAL 

SM0KEY  JOE’S  CAFE 

THE  SONGS  OF  LBS51& STOLLER 
Directed  to  Jeny  Zaks  - 
“AMERICAN  GRAFFmiKR 
WEST  8g?E  STOHY"  EStil 
TRBH  «  SEXY,  TOUCHB4G  i 
TRIE"  D.  Tdapsph  . 
Motvsa  6cm.  Thus  Sal  Mate  3pm 


PMNCEBNKARD0171 4475400 
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Tchaikovsky  ail 
the  way  English 
and  Russian 
versions  of 
The  Nutcracker 
compete  in  London 


Rocking  the 
boat  nicely: 
the  National 
Theatre  revives 
its  fine  staging 
of  Guys  and  Dolls 


ARTS 


Judith  Weir  and 
other  contemporary 
composers  jostle 
with  the  greats 
in  an  intriguing 
touring  programme 


Reduced  prices 
for  Bob  Hoskins 
on  stage  in 
Old  Wicked 
Songs:  see 
Theatre  Club  panel 


offer  sweet  contrasts 
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Christmas  is  the  season  of 
Nutcrackers,  and  London 
has  two  giants  to  choose 
from.  On  Monday  English  Nat¬ 
ional  Ballet  opened  its  annual  run 
at  the  Festival  Hall,  where  its 
productions  of  the  Yuletide  dassic 
have  played  to  more  than  three 
million  people  since  1952,  making 
it  one  of  the  most  durable  tradi¬ 
tions  in  20th-century  ballet  Then 
on  Tuesday  at  the  Coliseum  farm. 
the  heavyweight  foreigners,  the 
Kirov,  unveiling  their  St  Peters¬ 
burg  Nutcracker,  a  grandchild  of 
the  original  Maryinsky  Theatre 
production  from  1892. 

The  English  Nutcracker  is  as 
pretty  as  a  Gentian  Christmas 
card,  twinkling  snow  carpeting  the 
branches  outside  the  Stahlbaum’s 
solid  middle-class  home.  Inside; 
Desmond  Heeley’s-  handsome  set 
suggests  cosy  family  get-togethers 
and  festive  high  spirits. 

Ben  Stevenson’s  choreography 
does  the  job  well  enough  in  Act  I’s 
party  scene.  But  once  Clara  and 
her  Nutcracker  Prince  are  trans¬ 
ported  to  the  Land  of  Snow, 


DANCE:  Debra  Craine  on  the  battle  in  London  between 
English  and  Russian  stagings  of  Tchaikovsky’s  classic 


imagination -moves  ~up  a  notch.  A 
flurry  of  lively  formations  for  the 
corps  de  ballet  of  Snowflakes 
frames  an  attractive  Torvill  and 
Dean-tinted  routine  for  the  Prince 
and  the  Snow  Queen. 

.  Act  U  honours  belong  to  Hedey, 
though,  whose  flying  pastry  chefe 
wittily  animate,  tiie  Kingdom  of 
Sweets.'  Stevenson's  choreographic 
language  doesnt  match  the  setting 
for  sparkle.  But  then,  neither  did 
ENB’s  opening-night  cast,  led  by 
Lisa  Pa  vane’s  Sugar  Pfum  Fairy, 
Greg  Horsraan’s  Prince  and  Dam 
Klimentova*s  Snow  Queen,  offer 
much,  more  than  efficiency '  m 
dancing  h. 

This  is  ENB’s  farewell  "to  the 
Festival  Hall.  Next  December  it 
will  cross  tiie  Thames  to  the 
Coliseum  with  a  new  Nutcracker 
by  Derek  Deane. 

The  Kirov,  meanwhile,  is  still 
performing  Vainonen’s  1934  pro¬ 


duction,  with  later  designs  by 
Simon  Viisaladze.  This  is  a  world 
far  removed  from  tiie  relaxed 
bonhomie  of  the  ENB  staging.  The 
Kirov  Stahl  batons  are  seriously 
upper-class,  ensconced  in  a  blue 
blood's  grand  residence,  whh  ele¬ 
gant  architectural  detailing  and 
the  finest  of  French  furniture. 

The  children  are  well-behaved 
(much  older,  too),  and  regimented 
into  formal  dances,  while  their 
parents  wear  powdered  wigs  and 
the  latest  Napoleonic  fashions. 
There  is  nothing  remotely  “oid 
German  town"  about  Virsaladze^ 
effusively  aristocratic  vision  in 
pink.  Yet  as  a  period  piece  it  holds 
a  certain  fascination. 

The  Russians  present  their  Nut¬ 
cracker  in  three  acts,  with  Mashas 
dream  (or  Clara,  as  she  is  known 
in  Western  stagings)  standing 
alone  as  an  act  in  itself.  The 
transformation  scene  unfolds  se¬ 


dately  and  lacks  die  magic  we 
have  crane  to  expect;  while  the 
Kingdom  of  Sweets  has  been 
replaced  by  Fairyland,  a  sunlit 
garden  of  summery  botanical  de¬ 
lights  (a  fantasy  every  bh  as 
alluring  as  a  chocolate  box  in  the 
middle  of  a  Russian  winter). 

Vainonen's  production  borrows 
too  freely  from  Petipa  and  Ivanov, 
the  great  choreographers  of  Imp¬ 
erial  Russia.  The  snow  scene  is 
straight  out  of  Act  II  of  Swan  Lake. 
Ivanov’s  sublime  poetry  reiterated 
in  the  rows  of  feathery  turned 
snowflakes  — -  a  starring  moment 
for  the  craps  de  ballet  almost 
ruined  by  the  dump,  dump, 
dump  of  heavy  Russian  poinie 
shoes  on  the  Coliseum  stage. 

.  And  the  grand  pas  de  deux, 
usually  the  exclusive  province  of 
the  Sugar  Plum  Fairy  (here  called 
the  Princess)  and  the  Nutcracker 
Prince,  turns  into  a  reprise  of 


Petipa’s  Rose  Adagio  from  The 
Sleeping  Beauty ,  whh  the  balleri¬ 
na  passing  from  partner  to  partner 
in  a  display  of  poised  balances. 

Diana  Vishneva  was  the  open¬ 
ing  night  Princess,  a  sweet  dancer 
with  a  ready  smile  and  rate  of  the 
new  young  faces  of  the  Kirov. 
UItra4lim  and  long-Hmbed.  she 
typifies  the  kind  of  dancer  Oleg 
Vinogradov  has  encouraged  in 
recent  years  —  sapped  of  strength 
in  the  lower  body  but  endowed 
with  generous  breadth  in  the 
upper  body.  Her  Prince  was 
Farouk  Ruzimatov,  shorn  of  his 
extraordinary  locks  these  days  and 
looking  more  than  a  little  humbled 
by  the  passing  years.  Elsewhere  in 
the  cast,  alarm  bells  were  sound¬ 
ing  that  the  fabled  Kirov  technique 
is  being  sacrificed  to  Vinogradovas 
aesthetic  dogma.  Some  of  the 
spindly^egged  dancers  looked  vir¬ 
tually  anorexic. 

The  Kirov  is  accompanied  by  the 
Royal  Ballet  Sinfrvtia.  which  gave 
a  rich  and  agile  account  of 
Tchaikovsky's  score  under  Kirov 
conductor  Boris  Gruzin. 


The  Kirov  Nutcracker  at  the  Coliseum  evokes  a  formal  world 
far  removed  from  ENB’s  relaxed  Festival  Hall  production 
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Three  works  of  the  last 
decade,  framed  by  a 
pair  of  20th-century 
classics,  formed  the  attractive 
programme  given  by  the 
Birmingham  Contemporary 
Music  Group  at  the  Queen 
Elizabeth  Hall  as  part  of  a 
Contemporary  Music  Net¬ 
work  tour. 

The  concert  opened  with  an 
account  of  Ravel's  Introduc¬ 
tion  and  Allegro  that  spotlit 
Robert  Johnston's  virtuosity 
on  the  harp  more  than  usual. 
Bur  the  iridescent  play  of 
colours  in  that  score  is  argu¬ 
ably  served  no  less  well  by 
such  crystalline  darity  than  by 
the  traditional  shimmering 
impressionistic  haze,  and  that 
immediacy  prepared  us  well 
for  what  was  to  follow. 

Mark- Anthony  Tumage’S 
Kdi  is  a  requiem  far  Kai 


LONDON  CONCERTS 

Good,  evil  and 
whoops  of  joy 


Sdieffler  the  BCMG 

German  cellist 

who  died  in  Q 

1989.  Its  elegiac  - 

cast  is  the  product  of  two 
contrasting  strains:  a  poignant 
cello  cantalnle  (played  elo¬ 
quently  by  Ulrich  Heinen)  and 
a  jazz  element  provided  by  two 
saxophones,  bass  guitar  and 
drum  kit 

Those  counteractive  fea¬ 
tures  were  held  in  skilful 


BCMG/  Harding 
QEH 


larding  equilibrium  by 
*  6  Daniel  Har- 

H  ding,  directing 

-  a  fine  perfor¬ 
mance  by  these  accomplished 
players. 

David  Lang's  My  Evil  Twin 
is  said  by  its  composer  explicit¬ 
ly  to  embody  the  interaction  of 
opposing  impulses,  good  and 
bad  (hence  the  title).  “Happy 
melodies”  supposedly  struggle 
against  “angry  walls  of 


Songs  with  Slavonic  soul 


irorida  Staunton,  Henry  Goodman,  Clarke  Peters  and  Joanna  Riding  in  Richard  Eyre’s  exhilarating  Guys  and  Dolls 

Loesser  is  more 

Will  Richard  Eyre's  who  becomes  a 
revival  of  Guys  well-meaning 

and  Dolls  prove  Salvationist  Off  aressea  as  any-  nas  me  nervy,  u raven  quail 

as  great  a  boon  goes  Sky  Mas-  Gh\aj  and  Dolts  thing  from  feath-  of  a  guy  who  must  simult 


Will  Richard  .Eyre's 
revival  of  Gigs  - 
and  Dolls  prove 
as  great  a  boon 
for  the  National  Theatre  and 
its  audiences  as  his  original 
production  of  the  show  at  the 
same  address  14  years  ago? 
Don't  ask  silJy  questions. 
Those  on  the  politically  severe 
margins  may  object  to  foe 
Runyonesque  crosstalk  — =  "If  a 
guy  don't  have  a  doll,  who’s 
gonna  yell  at  him?  A  doll  is  a 
necessity"  —  but  they  can  stay 
at  home  with  their  soya-bean 
roasts  and  boiled-water  cock¬ 
tails.  Those  with  a  bit  of 
festivity  in  their  spirits  can 
corner  the  fun. 

Prank  Loesser’s  musical  is 
preposterously  good-natured- 
It  is  a  tale  of  warm-hearted 
gamblers  and  weU-meamng 
Salvationists  which  has  for  its . 
hero  a  warm-hearted  gambler 


LONDON 
Alts  Theatre 

Jan  7-8  (8pm):  10-11  (7pm,  9pm) 

•  A  SHARP  and  witty  comeay. 
Dan  RebeUaro's  Shamtopper 
tells  the  story  of  Manu  Num. 
who  provided  the  crystal-dear 
singing  voice  for  Natalie  Wood 
in  W&T  Side  Story. 

Kerr  in  The  /flag  and  I  amt. 

most  famously. 

bum  mMy  Fair 

(normally  m  ™ 

and  quote  your  memwisnip 

number 

WESTON  SUPER  MARE 

Playhouse 
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•TICKETS  £5  (nonnaBy  p-5tj 

far  Jack  and  the  Beanstalk!* 

01934  645544 

NEWCASTLE 

Playhouse 

•TWO  tickets  for  the  price  of 
ere  WrSy  to  w  £10)  to  see 

the  Rkhard 

uanv  and  attend  aposwnow 
discussion.  Tel  0191-230  5151 
MANCHESTER 
library  Theatre 

mTWO^ EB25  tickets  for  the 

Sinaassr- 

OXFORD 

Playhouse 

i8f^?Dckris  far  the  price  of 


who  becomes  a 
well-meaning 
Salvationist  Off 
goes  Sky  Mas-  GUVS  a] 
terson  to  Havana  ; r 

with  the  earnest  vJJu 

young  tub-  - 

thumper,  Sarah  Brown,  win¬ 
ning  $1,000  by  pulling  the 
most  unlikely  doll  in  New 
York,  But  the  agreeable  para¬ 
dox  is,  of  course,  that  he  also 
wins  her  and  she  wins  him. 

John  Gunter  fills  foe  vast 
Olivier  stage  with  the  sort  of 
sets  it  needs  and  too  Seldom 
gets:  nor  just  skyscrapers,  but 
neon  lights  advertising  every¬ 
thing  from  gum  to  Scotch,  tiny 
kiosks,  a  dowdy  bar  and  a 
grotty  eaterie  offering  (this 
being  the  1950s)  a  Frendi  roast 
for  10  cents. 

But  it  is  the  human  decor 
that  really  matters,  and  that 
means  hoods  in  mauve,  coral. 


Guys  and  Dofls 

■  Olivier 


turquoise  suits, 
and  chorus  girls 
dressed  as  any- 
i  Dofls  thing  from  feath- 
.  ery  hens  to 

ier  comically,  undu- 

-  fating  socialites. 

The  choreography,  down  to  a 
nightclub  tango  that  evolves 
into  a  riot,  is  sharper  and 
more  accomplished  than  I 
recall  it  being  in  1982. 

The  principals  do  well.  too. 
Clarke  Peters  is  a  wry,  cool 
Sky  who  exudes  easy  charm, 
and  Joanna  Riding  a  sweet 
and  -serious  Sarah  capable  of 
jumping,  kicking  and  even 
tapping  with  the  best  of  them. 

But,  as  always,  it  is  the  sub¬ 
plot  that  proves  the  most  fun. 
Back  in  1982  Bob  Hoskins  was 
tiie  gamester  Nathan  Detroit 
and  Jub*a' Mackenzie  the  fian¬ 
cee  who  has  waited  to  many 
him  tor  a  decade  and  a  half. 


Now  the  duo  are  Henry  Good¬ 
man  and  Imelda  Staunton.  He 
has  the  nervy,  driven  quality 
of  a  guy  who  must  simulta¬ 
neously  organise  an  illegal 
crap-game,  please  Chicago 
gangsters,  and  convince  his 
doll  he  is  doing  neither.  She  is 
a  wonderful,  wiggling  Wend  of 
elf  and  troll,  hilarious  but 
touching  as.  in  a  celebrated 
song,  she  describes  the  unwed 
aeons  in.  terms  of  colds, 
coughs,  flu  and  hypochondri¬ 
ac  symptoms  galore. 

But  then  so  many  numbers 
are  so  witty  and  so  hummable. 
After  A  Bushel  and  a  Peck 
comes  I've  Never  Been  in  Love 
Before,  and  after  Luck  Be  a 
Lady  comes  a  rendering  of  Sit 
Down.  You're  Rocking  the 
Boat  musingly  led  by  Clive 
Rowe.  Is  there  a  more  exhila¬ 
rating  show  on  offer  this 
yuletide?  If  so.  1  don’t  know  it 

Benedict 

Nightingale 

•  This  review  appeared  in  later 
editions  of  The  Tents  yesterday 


FOLLOWERS  of  Galina  Gor¬ 
chakova,  who  loyally  traced 
her  every  anguished  breath 
through  Vissi  d’arte  in  Tosco 
at  Covent  Garden  recently; 
were  honoured  with  an  action 
replay,  Hilary  Finch  writes. 
Puccini's  aria  was  the  inevita¬ 
ble  encore  at  the  end  of  an 
otherwise  entirely  Russian 
programme.  No  less  inevita¬ 
ble,  perhaps,  were  the  signs  of 
fatigue  shown  by  the  Siberian 
soprano  as  she  packed  the 
obligatory  recital  into  her 
busy  schedule  of  internation¬ 
al  operatic  engagements. 

She  certainly  garnered  ev¬ 
ery  atom  of  her  strength  for 
the  occasion.  The  determ¬ 
ination  and  sheer  physical 
overdrive  that  a  singer  of  her 
breed  and  training  can  mus¬ 
ter  in  extremis  is  formidable; 
so  is  the  finely  tuned  support 
of  her  feisty  accompanist  La¬ 
rissa  Gergieva.  But  what  we 
heard  was  that  extraordinary 
explosion  of  resonance  which 
is  Gorchakova's  head  voice  at 
its  loudest— and  which  seems 
an  emanation  of  her  body  and 
soul;  and  a  haunting,  charac¬ 
teristically  smoky  half-voice 
in  the  lower  register.  The  gear 
changes,  and  the  area  in 
between,  seemed  enervated. 

But  this  was  not  all  we 
heard.  Gorchakova  is  still 
young,  yet  •  ber  artistry  is 
remarkably  mature.  The  lis¬ 
tener  can  forgive  and  forget 
vocal  shortcomings  when  the 
singer  makes  such  a  deep  and 
complete  experience  of  a  song 
tike  Tchaikovsky’s  He  Loved 
Me  So.  From  the  subtle  amiri- 


Galina  Gorchakova 
Wigmore  Hall 


guity  within  her  first  declara¬ 
tion  “No,  1  did  not  love  him!**, 
Gorchakova  created  a  minia¬ 
ture  dramatic  seena  out  of  the 
song. 

Gorchakova’s  skill  as  a 
recitalist  also  told  m  the 
cunning  paring  of  two,  semi- 
murmured  opening  songs  by 
Glazunov,  followed  by  a  slow 
crescendo  of  intensity,  com¬ 
plete  with  eloquent  body  lan¬ 
guage.  into  the  reflective 
settings  of  Grechaninov,  and 
on  to  Tchaikovsky-  In  be¬ 


tween  came  a  little  song  about 
a  fountain  by  Taneyev,  a 
welcome  shaft  of  sunlight  in 
an  evening  of  relentless  Sla¬ 
vonic  introspection. 

Anton  Rubinstein’s  Melody 
found  its  verbal  support  in 
poetry  by  Ramadze.  just  as  his 
piano  piece  Night  was  later 
furnished  with  words  by 
Pushkin;  and  Gergieva  dear¬ 
ly  enjoyed  them  as  much  as 
Gorchakova-  Her  contribu¬ 
tion  to  the  lighter,  salon 
miniatures  of  Cesar  Cui 
showed  just  what  an  excep¬ 
tional  accompanist  she  is, 
filling  in  their  seemingly  in¬ 
significant  brushstrokes  with 
the  highest  art 


sound",  but  to  these  ears  there 
was  little  distinction  between 
the  two  types  of  incessant 
ostinati. 

A  mode)  of  how  to  prevent 
motivic  ideas  outstaying  their 
welcome  is  provided  by  Judith 
Weir's  miniature  opera  The 
Consolations  of  Scholarship. 
Drawing  on  Chinese  sources 
and  to  some  extent  the  style  of 
the  ancient  Yuan  drama,  the 
work  is  exemplary  in  its 
economical  handling  of  means 
to  expressive  ends. 

From  a  pool  of  a  mere  nine 
instruments,  an  oboe  and  a 
darinet  combine  in  a  sinuous 
melody  that  is  the  distilled 
essence  of  the  alluring  but 
implacable  face  of  the  Orient 
Another  scene  incorporates  a 
patter  song  and  a  dialogue, 
complete  with  conspiratorial 
asides  —  all  delivered  by  the 
admirable  Mary  King,  whose 
striking  of  mock-horror  atti¬ 
tudes  provided  all  the  staging 
needed. 

The  performance  of 
Schoenberg's  Chamber  Sym¬ 
phony  No  l  that  followed  not 
only  completed  the  symmetry 
of  the  programme,  but  also 
brought  it  to  an  extraordinary 
end.  The  way  Harding  and  his 
players  integrated  the  late 
Romantic  aspects  (redolent  of 
Wagner's  Siegfried  Idyll  at 
rimes)  with  the  more  rigorous 
contrapuntal  discourse  in 
their  surging,  impulsive  ac¬ 
count.  was  quite  remarkable. 
The  condusion  was  greeted 
with  spontaneous  whoops  of 
joy.  Even  the  players  looked 
exhilarated. 

Barry 

Millington 
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Wily  silly  Willie 


IT  WAS  a  voice  that  resonated 
with  authority  on  the  edge  of 
desperation  and  it  was,  above 
all,  unmistakable.  Therefore 
the  voice  of  Willie  Rush  ton 
was  made  for  radio,  and  much 
of  the  radio  broadcasting  he 
did  seemed  made  for  him. 

Rush  ton  the  man  died  last 
week,  but  Rush  ton  the  broad¬ 
caster  was  still  alive  last 
Saturday  and  again  on  Mon¬ 
day  of  this  week,  when  Radio4 
correctly  went  ahead  with  the 
broadcast  (and  fite  repeat)  of 
the  last  in  the  present  series  of 
I'm  Sony  I  Haven't  a  Clue. 

The  genius  of  Rushion  was 
that  he  could  be  brilliantly 
silly,  which  is  foe  pranr  of  the 
programme  itself.  This  is  the 
best  comedy' in  all  of  radio,  a 
half-hour  of  pointless  verbal 
gymnastics,  combining  revue, 
satire  and  seaside  double 
entendre  in  a  grand  tradition 
that  goes  back  to  JTMA  and 
The  Coon  Show. 

Ostensibly  a  panel  game, 
Pm  Sorry  is  chaired  by  Hum¬ 
phrey  Lyttelton:  when  •  the 
word  urbane  entered  the  lan¬ 


guage.  Lyttelton  was  put  on 
earth  to  save  us  looking  it  up. 
But  it  was  Rushion  whose 
ability  as  a  lateral  thinker  and 
re-moulder  of  language  de¬ 
fined  the  programme.  This 
week  there  was  a  round  in 
which  the  panel  had  to  suggest 
titles  foal  would  please  the 
manufacturers  of  biscuits. 
Rushion  suggested  The  Sing, 
ing  Digestive. 

In  an  absorbing  Sunday 
Feature  —  The  Road  to 
Baltina,  Jakko  Kakszyk,  once 
the  guitarist  with  the  pop 
group  Level  42,  traced  in 
music  his  own  confused  roots 
(he  was  adopted  by  Falish- 
French  parents)  and  the  roots 
of  his  lost  mother,  an  Irish 
singer  from  BaHina. 
Kakszyk's  musical  journey  il¬ 
lustrated,  without  ever  strain¬ 
ing  to  do  sa  foe  turmoil  of 
postwar  Europe  and  its  shap¬ 
ing  of  a  generation. 

Peter  Barnard 


The  Times  offers  readers  foe  chance  to 
wm  every  family's  dream  car — the  new  • 
Toyota  Picnic  Family  Fun  Vehicle  whidi 
wifi  be  going  on  sale  in  the  UK  for  foe 
first  aroe  in  January.  The  six-seater  has ' 
been  designed  to  make  travelling  with 
children  a  more  comfortable  experience. 

White  working  on  the  new  cars 
development  Toyota  commissioned  a 
report  by  a  leading  psychologist  to  . 
Investigate  family  travel.  The  report 
identiffed  that  although  it  may  not  be 
posibfe  to  change  children’s  behaviour, 
there  are  certain  fundamentals  that 
ensurenMrepejKe&tijourneys.- 

Tbe  TcyotaPknic  Farwfy  Rm  Vehide 
has  a  list  of  impressive  features  including 
six  individual  seats,  all  with  3-point  seat 
belts,  givingchildren  their  ownspareto 
■  minimise  foe  risk  of  irritation.  There  are' 
a  fotal  of  17  different  .seat  combinations 


and  a  power  outlet  in  the  rear  —  essential 
for  foe  children's  personal  stereo.  Safety 
features  indude  dual  air  bags,  side 
impact  beams,  crumple  zones  and  impact 
energy  absorbing  body  frame  structure. 

HOW  TO  ENTER 

For  your  chance  to  win  foe  Toyota  Picnic 
collect  four  differently  numbered  tokens 
from  the  seven  appearing  in  The  Times 
between  Dec  14-21, 19%.  Send  them  with 
the  completed  entry  form  which  will  be 
published  again  on  Saturday,  along  with 
the  terms  and  conditions,  to;  The  Times / 
Toyota  Picnic  Competition,  Ashen  tree 
Cburt  London  f  XHE^S® TIMES  ] 

%££*  *  !®t°yota! 

entries  is  first  -  !  picnic  ; 

postFlriday  \  TQI/rai  c  j 
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A  passion  deeply  implanted  in  the  human  breast 


This  is  a  curious  book,  latest  in 
a  long  tradition  of  curious 
books,  from  Isaac  Walton's 
Compleat  Angler  to  .  Siegfried 
Sassoon's  Memoirs  of  a  Fox-hunt- 
ing  Man .  dedicated  to  the  rural 
pursuits  of  eccentric  Englishmen. 
Some  of  the  most  imaginative  prose 
in  the  English  language  has 
emerged  from  this  tradition  — 

witness  Surtees,  Trollope  and 
T.  H-  White;  there  is  no  doubt  that 
aur  perception  of  the  English 
countryside  and  its  meaning  has 
been  shaped  beyond  measure  by 
those  who  have  tried  to  capture  in 
words  the  mysterious  joys  of  hunt¬ 
ing.  shooting  and  fishing. 

The  sportsman,  unlike  the  farm¬ 
er.  looks  on  the  countryside  as  an 
end  in  itself  rather  than  a  means  of 
profit.  His  soul  runs  out  into  woods 
and  streams  and  fields  with  the 
untroubled  joy  of  a  child,  and 
around  his  immediate  aim  of 
catching  fish,  fowl  or  fox,  there 
grows  a  passionate  love  of  the 
natural  world,  a  sense  of  his  own 
situation  within  iL  and  a  vivid 
attachment  to  a  place  and  a  time. 

Those  are  the  feelings  that 
Laurence  Callow  tries  to  convey  in 
this  diary  of  his  sporting  year  in 
Cumbria,  where  he  is  resident 
Classics  master  at  a  minor  public 
school-  It  is  the  work  of  a  very  un¬ 
modem  person,  with  a  romantic 
attitude  to  nature.  The  diary  gives 


Roger  Scraton  examines  the  link  between  between  hunting  and  the  life  of  the  countryside 


CONFESSIONS  OF 
A  SHOOTING 
FISHING  MAN 
By  Laurence  Catlow 

Merlin  Unwin  Books.  £17.99 
ISBN  1873674  24  4 


no  evidence  whatsoever  of  human 
relationships,  other  titan  those 
which  are  the  normal  lot  of  an  old- 
fashioned  bachelor  schoolmaster. 
Apart  from  wine  and  fives. 
Callow’s  emotions  are  entirely  ex¬ 
pended  on  the  natural  world,  which 
he  describes  with  the  same  convic¬ 
tion  of  its  miraculous  and  consoling 
character  as  an  Edward  Thomas  or 
a  Richard  Jefferies. 

His  detailed  and  loving  descrip¬ 
tions  of  fishing  are  particularly 
good,  and  will  be  a  joy  to  anyone 
who  shares  his  passion.  His  defiant 
celebration  of  the  act  of  killing  fish 
and  birds  in  quantities  that  far 
surpass  his  gastronomic  capacity 
may  lose  him  a  few  readers.  But  he 
makes  quite  clear  that  they  are  not 
the  readers  he  would  want.  If  you 
are  looking  for  a  Christmas  present 
for  a  friend  who  shoots  or  fishes, 
then  you  need  look  no  further  than 
tills  book. 


Distinguishing  between  the  values  of  human  and  animal  life:  hunters  in  Scotland  with  their  kill 


But  Catlow  has  another  and 
deeper  purpose,  besides  that  of 
sharing  his  sporting  pleasures.  He 
is  a  pious  Catholic,  who  believes  in 
an  absolute  distinction  between 
human  and  animal  life.  It  is.  in  his 
view,  not  just  wrong  but  in  some 
way  sinful  to  extend  to  animals  the 
protection  afforded  to  people,  and 
to  behave  as  though  animals  had 
some  absolute  right  to  life  and 


liberty  of  the  God-given  kind  thar 
we  enjoy.  He  is  therefore  deeply 
vexed  by  the  new  urban  morality 
that  seeks  to  forbid  us  from  killing 
animals,  or  from  taking  pleasure  in 
the  warm  pursuit  of  them. 

f  do  not  share  Callow’s  passion 
for  shooting  and  fishing,  although  I 
find  nothing  strange  in  the  fact  that 
these  activities  should  be  the  high 
point  of  someone’s  life,  and  foe 


object  of  powerful  religious  feel¬ 
ings.  1  think  he  is  right  and  there  is 
no  sound  moral  reason  for  con¬ 
demning  most  normal  fiddsports. 
But  I  wonder  how  many  opponents 
would  be  persuaded  by  his  ap¬ 
proach,  depending  as  it  does  on 
religious  and  metaphysical  convic¬ 
tions  which  are,  for  foe  mass  of 
urban  people,  no  longer  available? 
Catlow  himself  has  some  difficulty 


in  reconciling  his  tender  feelings 
towards  his  dog  with  a  philosophy 
that  denies  that  a  dog  is  capabje  of 
..  either  understanding  such  feelings 
or  returning  them. 

The  issue  is  ah  important  one.  for 
.  two  reasons,  first,  foe  life  of  our 
countryside  —  both  wildlife  and 

human  Ufe  —  is  intimately  bound 
up  with  the  hunting  of  wild 
animals.  Any  attempt  to  forbid 
hunting  will  unravel  centuries  of 
careful  management,  and  destroy 
both  the  social  and  tire  natural 
ecology  of  our  landscape.  Secondly, 
there  are  many  people  who  either 
don’t  see  this,  or  don’t  care  about  it, 
or  who  are  so  deeply  opposed  to 
kilting  (or  at  least  to  the  killing  of 
certain  species  in  certain  ways)  that 
they  are  happy  to  encourage  ad¬ 
verse  legislation  and  to  let  the 
future  look  after  itself. 

The  Labour  Party  expressly  con¬ 
dones  angling,  an  activity  which 
Catiow^s  vivid  cfescriptions  show  to 
involve  intense  and  long-drawn-out 
suffering.  But  it  promises,  with 
characteristic  inconsistency,  “a  free 
vote  to  ban  hunting”.  This  interest¬ 
ing  piece  of  Newspeak  presumably 
means  a. vote  in.  which  Labour  MPS 
are' free  to  vote  according  to  their 
conscience,  provided  their  con¬ 
science  favours  a  ban.  As  someone 


Enoch  Powell  analyses  a  biblical  translation 

The  earth 
was  welter 
and  waste 


^  _ _ , 


The  professor  of  He¬ 
brew  and  Compara¬ 
tive  Literature  at  the 
University  of  Califor¬ 
nia  at  Berkeley  has  published 
a  fresh  English  translation  of 
the  Book  of  Genesis.  It  is 
primarily  concerned  to  repro¬ 
duce  as  far  as  possible  the 
quality  of  the  original  He¬ 
brew.  the  author  having  reject¬ 
ed  the  option  of  ignoring 
certain  characteristics  of  bibli¬ 
cal  Hebrew  in  favour  of  mod¬ 
ern  English  usage. 

Biblical  Hebrew  presents  an 
event  as  a  sequence  of  separate 
items  tied  together  with  “and” 
whereas  English  style  nar¬ 
rates  by  means  of  subordinate 
clauses.  Alter  believes  that 
there  is  a  positive  gain  in 
avoiding  the  self-contained 
compact  sentences  upon 
which  English  insists;  and  he 
displays  the  different  effect  of 
Hebrew's  linked  sentences 
connected  by  "and". 

The  English  translator  has 
to  confront  the  repeated  ques¬ 
tion  whether  the  ubiquitous 
additive  particle  is  to  be  repre¬ 
sented  at  all  in  translating 
word-for-word  a  text  which 


GENESIS 
Translation  and 
Commentary 
By  Robert  Alter 
Norton .  E18.9S 
ISBN  03930308!  I 


has  no  English  affinity.  There 
is  no  doubt  that  foe  normal 
English  translation  falsifies 
the  impact  of  this  survival 
from  an  older  world  and 
changes  foe  tempo,  style  and 
construction  of  events  to  that 
extent.  “Such  a  literary  style  is 
composed  of  very  small  de¬ 
ments  as  well  as  larger  struc¬ 
tural  features:  an  English 
translator  must  confront  foe 
pesky  question  of  whether  the 
ubiquitous  particle  that  means 
‘and’  should  be  represented  at 
all  in  translation."  “The  paral¬ 
lel  syntax  and  the  barrage  of 
‘ands\  far  from  being  foe 
reflex  of  a  'primitive’  lan¬ 
guage,  are  as  artfully  effective 
in  furthering  the  ends  of  the 
narrative  as  any  device  one 
could  find  in  a  sophisticated 
modem  novelist" 
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Biblical  Hebrew  itself  was  a 
language  in  process  of  cre¬ 
ation  and  the  author  claims  to 
distinguish  between  the  earli¬ 
er  and  later  parts  of  Genesis  in 
a  work  which  spans  both  the 
p re-exilic  and  the  post-exilic 
periods.  He  even  insists  chi 
reproducing  a  Hebrew  pun. 
Adam,  with  Ad  am  a.  "earth". 
“We  cannot  be  free,"  Alter 
protests,  "to  translate  a  word 
here  one  way  and  there 
another:  but  neither  can  we 
insist  upon  reproducing  a 
Hebrew  pun  and  rendering 
Adam  as  'soil’." 

Perhaps  after  all  we  should 
rest  content  to  treat  foe  King 
James  ftyndale)  Genesis  as  an 
event  in  its  own  right  for  all  its 
failure  to  represent  perfectly 
foe  characteristics  of  foe  He¬ 
brew  original.  It  had  its  own 
effect  upon  foe  English  lan¬ 
guage  of  its  day  —  indeed,  or 
foe  present  day. 

Alters  translation  makes 
the  book  essentially  a  tool  for 
better  comprehension  of  the 
Hebrew,  a  function  which  is 
enhanced  by  foe  footnotes 
attached  to  the  actual  transla¬ 
tion.  Wherever  the  reader  is 
likely  to  be  confronted  by  a 
puzzle,  he  will  generally  find  it 
interpreted  in  an  explanatory 
footnote.  In  fact,  foe  transla¬ 
tion  could  be  useful  in  its  own 
right,  apart  from  foe  light 
which  it  casts  upon  the  diffi¬ 
culties,  as  an  assistance  in  the 
process  of  translation  itself. 

I  will  leave  the  last  word, 
however,  to  the  translator 
"Although  Genesis  looks  for¬ 
ward  to  its  sequel,  it  stands  as 
a  book,  inviting  our  attention 
as  an  audience  that  follows  the 
tale  from  beginning  to  end." 


Belief  in  a  new 
kind  of  God 


Adam  and  Eve  Banished  from  Paradiseby  Masaccio  (1401-28).  in  Florence 


The  quasi-religious  character 
of  Jungian  psychoanalysis 
has  long  been  recognised  in 
contrast  to  foe  more  empirical 
practice  of  clinical  psychology. 
Richard  Noll  extends  this  view  by 
relating  Jung’S  early  intellectual 
development  to  the  neo-Rom  antic 
intellectual  climate  of  German  fin- 
de-siecle  culture,  when  notions  of 
decline  and  decadence  were 
matched  by  calls  for  rebirth  and 
renewaL  During  the  .period  1890- 
1933  Germany  witnessed  a  variety 
of  elite  societies  dedicated  to  this 
spiritual  project-  It  is  Noll's  thesis 
that  Jungian  psychoanalysis  repre¬ 
sented  such  a  movement  within  this 
counterculture.  .  . . 

A  faltering  belief  in  Christian 
orthodoxy  found  ready  substitutes 
in  spiritualism  and  modern  occult¬ 
ism.  chiefly  represented  by  Theoso¬ 
phy.  Noll  documents  Jung’s 
involvement  with  spiritualism  and 
his  familiarity,  with  Theosophical 
works,  which  were  an  important 
inspiration  and  source  of  his  know¬ 
ledge  of  Gnosticism,  astrology  and 
rtoitiertt  Hellenic  religions. ■■ 

’  Jung  borrowed  the  evolutionary 
biologist  Ernst  Haeckel’s  theory 
that  foe  stages  of  individual  dev¬ 
elopment  recapitulated  the  evolu¬ 
tionary  theory  of  the  unconscious: 
fantasies  and  dreams  recorded  the 
prehistoric  and  ancient  religious 
experience  of  mankind.  Armed 
with  the  literature  of  cults,  in  1909 
Jung  set  about  excavating  foe 
unconscious  of  his  patients  in  the 
light  of  ancient  mystery  religions, 
symbols  and  rituals. 

Meanwhile  he  was  receptive  to 
other  contemporary  trends:  these 
include  foe  free  love  gospel  of  the 
Asconan  anarchists  and  the  Aryan 
myth,  neopaganism  and  solar  mys¬ 
ticism  of  the  volkisch  German 
nationalists.  If  Jung  initially  had 
regarded  foe  eruption  of.  these 
unconscious  strata  of  foe  mind  as  a 
pathology,  by  1916  he  believed  that 
the  conscious  mind  could  only  be 
revitalised  by  cutting  through  the 
repressive  Christian  overlay  of 
European  civilisation  to  foe  archaic 
pre-Christian  levels  below. 

Jung  soon  began  to  think  of 
psychoanalysis  as  a  new  religious 
sect  for  foe  revival  of  Western 
culture  with  himself  as  its  charis-  • 
mafic  high  priest  Following  exten- 
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sive  study  of  foe  ancient  Aryan- 
Mithraic  cult,  Jung  had  a  vivid 
dream  in  late  1913  in  which  he  was 
transformed  into  the  lion-headed 
god  called  Aiort  This  direct  experi¬ 
ence  of  divine  immanence,  com¬ 
bined  with  Aryan  solar  mysticism. 


Jung:  inspired  by  the  occult 

provided  Jung  with  a  model  for  a 
cult  based  on  his  own  brand  of 
analysis  (ritual)  and  resultant  indi¬ 
viduation  (initiation). 

In  a  final  part  of  the  book  Neil 
describes  the  successful  growth  of 
foe  Jungian  movement  into  an 
international  institution  outride  ac¬ 
ademe  and  the  medical  establish¬ 
ment  consistent  with  this  modd 
Given  foe  towering  stature  of  Jung 
as  a  holy  man  to  present  practitio¬ 
ners  and  devotees,  they  will  mostly 
be  astonished  to  learn  of  Jung's 
original  inspiration  in  occultism 
and  the  volkisch  movement  at  the 
turn  of  the  century.  However, 
Jung’s  popularity  among  New  Age 
groups  today  provides  an  impor¬ 
tant  due  to  the  origin  of  his  ideas  in 
a  similar  context  a  century  ago. 

Nicholas  Goodrick-Clarkts 
The  Occult  Roots  of  Nazism  is 
published  by  1.  B.  Tauris, 
priced  EI2.9S. 
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AMIN  MAALOUF.  who  won 
foe  firix  Gon court  in  1993, 
weaves  tapestries  of  intrigue 
that  illuminate  a  broader  his¬ 
torical  moment.  He  typically 
takes  as  his  focus  an  eminent 
life  of  the  lost  Arab  world, 
such  as  Omar  Khayyam  or 
Leo  Africanus.  In  The  Gar¬ 
dens  of  Light,  the  eminence  in 
question  is  Mani,  founder  and 
prophet  of  Mankhaetsm,  a 
faith  whose  tenets  have  been 
all  but  lost  and  whose  heri¬ 
tage  is  but  a  derogatory  adjec¬ 
tive  in  our  current  vocabulary. 

Mani  lived  in  foe  3rd  centu¬ 
ry  AD  in  Persia,  in  what  was 
then  the  Sassanian  Empire,  a 
powerful  Eastern  dynariy  of¬ 
ten  at  war  with  foe  Romans. 
His  is  a  world  overlooked  by 
Western  history  books,  and 
Maaiouf  must  conjure  not 
only  an  alien  society,  but 
Maui’s  tortured  place  in  it. 

Maaiouf.  in  his  engaging 
prose,  goes  a  considerable  way 
towards  restoring  Mani  to  us. 
The  novel  traces  his  Parthian 
heritage;  his  miserable  youth 
in  foe  clutches  of  an  all-male 
Christian  cult;  the  nomadic 
beginnings  of  his  ministry; 
and  his  complex  relationship 
to  the  Sassanian  rulers.  It 
bears  witness  to  his  torture 
and  death  at  the  hands  of 
those  same  leaders  in  AD  274. 

Whar  proves  more  elusive, 
however,  is  the  substance  of 
Mani*s  faith.  He  renounced  all 
possessions,  he  promoted  tol- 
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e ranee  between  religions  and 
races,  he  was  a  pacifist,  he 
advocated  the  beautifuL  We 
learn  that  he  took  his  prophe¬ 
cy  from  an  inner  voice  that  he 
called  his  “Twin".  But  some¬ 
how.  Mani’s  doctrine  fails  to 
emerge  in  MaalouPs  other¬ 
wise  oolourfully  imagined  ac¬ 
count.  As  a  result,  Mani  foe 
man  remains  doudy,  his  ac¬ 
tions  not  entirely  explicable 
and  his  grim  fate  only  moder¬ 
ately  affecting.  Unsure  of  what 
Mani’s  teachings  actually  en¬ 
tailed.  the  contemporary  read¬ 
er  cannot  know  what  was  lost 
with  their  eradication. 

IN  THIS  respect  The  Gar¬ 
dens  of  Light  is  somewhat 
disappointing:  its  omissions 
lie  not  in  the  external  derails  of 
a  foreign  world  —  in  this, 
Maaiouf  is  as  eloquent  as  ever 
—  bur  in  its  spiritual  core.  It 
ought,  perhaps,  to  be  enough 
to  know  that  Mani  was  si¬ 
lenced  for  propounding  a  com¬ 
passionate  vision:  but  that  is  a 
tragedy  so  common  in  man’s 
history  that  one  needs,  in  the 
end.  to  know  more. 


There  is  a  trainspotter 
quality  to  Peter  Hop- 
kirk’s  Quest  For  Kim : 
In  Search  of  Kipling's  Great 
Game  (John  Murray.  £15.99; 
ISBN  0  7195  5560  4)  -  charm¬ 
ing  or  a  bit  Pooterish,  accord¬ 
ing  to  taste.  Having  completed 
his  well-received  quintet  of 
volumes  on  the  Great  Game, 
the  typically  public  schoolboy 
expression  for  the  mainly  Vic¬ 
torian  struggle  for  power  in 
Central  Asia,  Peter  Hopkirk,  a 
distinguished  former  foreign 
correspondent  on  this  news¬ 
paper.  has  discarded  his  qua¬ 
si-academic  gown,  dusted 
down  his  dhoti,  and  taken  to 
his  gharri  in  search  of  foe 
characters  and  places  which 
inhabit  Rudyard  Kipling'S 
wonderfully  evocative  novel. 
Kim. 

Hopkirk*  fascination  with 
the  Orient  began  when,  as  a 
lad  himself,  he  first  read  this 
tale  of  the  Anglo-Indian  ur¬ 
chin  who  combines  recruit¬ 
ment  into  foe  Great  Game 
with  devotion  to  a  Tibetan 
lama.  Kipling  skilfully  plays 
these  two  separate  padis 
against  each  other,  but  cannot 
avoid  having  his  young  hero 
opt  for  his  dutiful  career,  his 
sahib's  destiny.  Perhaps  if  he 
had  completed  Kim  before 
1900,  the  outcome  might  have 
been  different  By  then  Kipling 
had  been  a  decade  away  from 
India  and  was  well  into  his 
imperialist  phase. 

That  very  year  he  spent  time 
in  South  Africa,  working  on 
the  Bloemfontein  newspaper 
The  Friend,  promoting  the 


If  you  can  find 
a  novel’s  truth 
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Lahore  Station  by  Janina  Slater,  from  Quest  for  Kim 


British  war  effort  against  the 
Boers.  But  he  retained  enough 
affection  for  India  to  describe 
its  rich  culture,  with  its  energy 
and  vivid  colour.  As  a  result, 
even  Edward  Said,  in  his 
indefatigable  watch  fer  tile 
heinous  sin  of  Orientalism, 
admits  that  —  in  this  case,  at 
least  —  KipHng  failed  to  bend 
his  aesthetic  vision  to  any 
overt  political  agenda. 

Hopkirk  is  not  loo  con¬ 
cerned  with  such  airy  debates, 
it  is  true.  His  object  is  to  follow 
Kim’s  itinerary — from  Lahore 
to  Varanasi  and  up  into  the 


Himalayas  —  while,  from  his 
own  historical  knowledge,  he 
matches  foe  book’s  characters 
to  known  individuals. 

His  boyish  enthusiasm  car¬ 
ries  his  quest  along.  "Kim’s 
gun",  Zam-Zammah.  at  the 
start  of  foe  hovel,  has  often 
been  identified  as  standing  in 
front  of  the  Lahore  Museum, 
or  "Wonder  House".  But, 
armed  with  Murray*  Hand¬ 
book  of  the  Punjab,  published 
in  1833  and  now  rare,  Hopkirk 
discovers  what  has  escaped 
Kipling  biographers,  includ¬ 
ing  Charles  Carrington  and 


Angus  Wilson  —  that,  in 
Kipling’s  day,  when  his  father 
John  was  curator,  tiie  museum 
itself  was  located  elsewhere. 

So  Hopkirk  proceeds 
through  the  book*  locations — 
M ah  bub  All’s  horse  bazaar 
(never  quite  pinned  down), 
Lahore  railway  station  and  the 
“te-rain",  Kim’s  St  Xavier  in 
Partibus,  identified  as  La 
Martintere  College  in  Luck¬ 
now.  the  only  school  in  tire 
British  Empire  to  have  won 
battle  honours  (for  its  pupils’ 
role  in  the  1857  Mutiny),  and 
soon. 

With  Kim’s  characters, 
Hopkirk  is  in  his  element 
Thus  Colonel  Creighton,  foe 
pukka  spy  chief  who  recruits 
Kim  into  the  Great  Game,  is 
based  on  Colonel  Thomas 
Montgomerie,  who  ran  foe 
Survey  of  India.  Mahbub  Ali 
existed  in  real  life,  and  Lurgan 
Sahib,  the  mysterious  Simla 
shofHceeper.  is  authenticated 
as  A.  M.  Jacob,  who  sold  the 
1843  carat  Victoria  diamond, 
which  is  now  valued  at  £250 
million,  to  the  Nizam  of 
Hyderabad. 

It  pays,  of  course,  to  know 
foe  original  book.  But  then 
many  people  dearly  do.  As 
Hopkirk  tells  us  in  one  of  his 
many  illuminating  asides. 
Kim  still  sells  1.000  copies  a 
week  in  various  editions.  Oc¬ 
casionally  dd-fashioned,  nev¬ 
er  dull.  Quest  for  Kim  —  with 
its  choice  illustrations  by 
Janina  Slater  —  is  a  Murray 
guide  to  rank  among  the  best. 

Andrew  Lycett 


who  hunts,  I  know,  as  dearly  as  j 
know  foe  axioms  erf  Set  Theory  tr 
the  themes  of  the  Beethoven  sym¬ 
phonies.  foal  hunting  with  hounds 
is  foe  kindest  way  of  coitroOing 

foxes,  and  foe  best  way  to  adaeye  a 

modus  viuendi  with  this  endearing 
pest  I  therefore  regard  with  alarm 
the  prospect  of  a  Parliament  whose 
members  are  as  ignorant  of  fore 
issue  as  they  are  of  virtually 
everything  else,  pronouncing  my 
sport  to  be  a  crime.  For  then  I 
should  be,  for  the  first  time  in  my 
life,  obliged  by  my  conscience  to 
become  a  criminaL 

Surely.  however,  the  correct 
response  to  all  this  is  not  to 
fall  back  on  a  religions  phi¬ 
losophy  which  few  MPS  believe  in, 
but  to  protest  against  the  dangers  of 
legislation  designed  to  impose  ma¬ 
jority  attitudes  on  law-abiding  mi¬ 
norities.  Outside  foe  lunatics  of  the 
animal  rights  movement,  there  are 
few  British  people  who  believe  that 
the  test  of  a  crime  should  be  the 
strength  of  the  feeling  opposed  to  it 
—  especially  when  the  opposition  is 
based  in  ignorance  and  self-decep¬ 
tion.  Meanwhile,  I  sincerely  hope 
that  Catlow ”5  thought-provoking 
book  will  awaken  those  who  shoot 
and  fish  to  the  danger  that  they  too 
will  face,  should  intransigent  senti¬ 
mentality  succeed  in  outlawing  the 
sport  of  kings.  * 
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BOOKS  33 


Philip  Howard  on  the  survival  of  the  stories  that  more  than  bear  retelling 


MMVEVAWS 


necessity 

This  book  describes  in  lurid  detail 
double  infanticide  by  a  mother  with 
combat  knife,  serial  murder  by  com¬ 
bustible  poison,  allegations  of  rape  by 
a  stepmother,  an  X-Files  death  from  the  sea 
through  battery  by  wild  horses,  and  resurrec¬ 
tion  from  the  dead.  In  other  words,  this  sounds 
like  an  everyday  story  erf  television  listings 
before  the  9  o’clock  watershed.  But  it  is  better 
than  dial.  And  it  is  worth  asking  why  these 
primitive  tragedies  still  fascinate  us  in  our 
different  worlds  25  centuries  later. 

For  they  scream  across  3.000  years.  A  week 
seldom  passes  without  a  performance  of  one  of 
them  in  Greek  or  English,  in  the  National 
Theatre  or  a  school  hall  Derek  Walcott  won  the 
Nobel  Prize  for  literature  for  Omeros,  his 
recasting  of  the  Homeric  legends  in  Caribbean 
dress.  By  this  golden  jubilee  year,  the  first 
Penguin  Classic,  The  Odyssey  translated  by 
E.V.Rieu,  has  overtaken  Lady  Chatterley’s 
Lover  as  Penguin’s  biggest  best-seller. 

How  can  this  be?  How  can  Euripides  live  in 
the  age  of  EastEndertf  Well,  cme  reason  is  die 
huge  growth  in  the  study  of  Classics  in 
translation  that  has  accompanied  die  decline  of 
compulsory  Greek  and  Latin  language  in 


ALCESTIS 
And  Other  Plays 
ByEuripides  ■ 
Translated  by  John  Davie 
Introduction  and  notes 
by  Richard  Rutherford 
Penguin  Classics,  £639 
ISBN  13579 108642 


schools  and  universities.  Another  reason  is  the 
revival  of  interest  by  non-academic  amateurs  in 
their  heritage.  But  the  main  reason  is  that  these 
tragedies  actually  are  very  good,  in  spiteof  the 
fact  that  people  have  been  saying  they  are  very 
good  for  so  many  centuries.  Anybody  knows 
mat  who  has  lately  seen  Derek  Jacobi  play 
Oedipus  or  Diana  Rigg  as  Medea. 

The  plays  deaf  with  baric  ,  instincts.  And 
Euripides,  although  described  as  a  misogynist 
by  contemporaries,  was  a  prcrto-feminlst  He 
wrote  the  best  women's  pans  for  the  theatre 
before  Racine,  though  on  his  stage  they  woe 
played  by  men  in  masks  and  high  heels.  If 
Shakespeare  had  known  more  Greek.  1  wcxild 
have  suspected  that  he  had  read  the  Hippolytus  ; 
before  writing  the  Nurse  in  Romeo  and  Juliet. 
Phaedra's  Nurse  is  the  same sex-obsessed  old 
gossip  udw  helps  to  trigger  tragedy. 

This  year's  new  translations, of  the  Medea, 
Hippolytus,  Alcestis  and  The  Children  of 
Heracles  replace  the  1953  Penguin  Classic  for 
two  of  the  plays.  They  incorporate  die  latest 
scholarship,  such  as  W.  S.  Barrett's  majestic 
edition  or  the  Hippolytus  (OUP,  £25).  The 
book’s  selections  of  text  and  meaning  are  state- 
of-the-art  scholarly,  which  is  not  surprising 
since  the  translator  is  Head  of.  Classics  at  St 
Ftiul’s  School-  _  •  ..  . 

The  notes  are  psychologically  shrewd:  once 
she  has  confessed  her  guilty  lave,  Phaedra  can 
speak  more  freely  and  with  more  self-control. 
This  translation  is  into  dear  hut  old-fashioned 
prose,  where  its  predecessor  was  into  blank 
verse  and  other  verse  for  the  _chorus.  For 
example,  in  the  Medea  the  Chorus  guess  that 
Medea  is  about  to  slaughter  her  children,  and 
burst  into  a  hymn  about  the  griefs  of  mothers. 
John  Davie’s  transfalkxh  renders  Its  opening:  ■ 
“Many  times .  ere  now  f  have  entertained 
thoughts  more  subtle  and  engaged  in  argu¬ 
ments  mare  weighty  than  die  female  sex  should 
pursue.”  As  an  exexase  in  (old-fashioned) 
construe,  mark  this,  alpha  phis;  But  to  stage  the- 
Medea,  you  should  use  one  of  the  less  accurate 
but  more  natural  translations  such  as  the  one. 
played  by  the  Actors  of  Dionysus.  • 


Was  Euripides  a  misogynist—  ora  proto-feminist?  Early  illustration  of  Medea  in  a  19th-century  reproduction 


Other  .Penguin  Classics  in  their  jubilee  year 
include  Aristotle’s  Poetics,  the  first  work  of 
tragic  criticism,  which  attacks  the  Medea  fra-  its 
arbitrary  resolution  by  divine  intervention.  You 
can  read  in  English  Appian's  history  of  The 
Civil  Wars,  the  fiery  furnace  that  turned  Rome 
from  hic-haec-bocsville  into  a  world  empire. 
His  pretty,  witty  version  of  the  Iliad  into 
rhyming  iambic  pentameter  made  Pope’s 
fortune.  And  the  new  sub-set  of  Penguin 
Classics  of  classic  authors  in  translation  has 
started  with  promising  volumes  of  Homer. 
Virgil.  Horace  and  Martial.  Homer,  edited  by 
George  Steiner,  gives  an  eclectic  run  of  versions 
from  Chaucer  and  Shakespeare  to  Christopher 
Logue  and  Oliver  Taplin?  from  Anglo-Norman 
to  20th-century  planetary  English.  .  .  _ 
Translation  is  an  art  dial  mixes  poetry  with 
history  and  scholarship.  It  still  burns  brighter 
in  the  many  voices  of  English  than  anywhere 
else.  For  proof,  see  Collected  Translations  by 
C  H.  Sisson  (Carcanet,  £14.95).  Sisson  is  the 
choice  ,  and  master  poetrtranslamr  of  this 
generation. .  His  versions  of  Horace’s  Are 
Poetics,  Paul  Valery  and  Hone  are  poems  in 
their  own  right,  as  well  as  postern  gales  into  the 
magic  garden  of  European  literature. 


Niceness  is  not  enough 


When*  did  it  all  go 
wrong?  Most  of  us 
have  an  answer,  im¬ 
plicit  or  explicit,  that  colours 
everything  else.  Chesterton  . 
and  Belloc  lamented  the  Refor¬ 
mation.  One  sort  of  English 
Marxist  despaired  at  the  Res¬ 
toration  of 1660.  the  nemesis  of 
1640s  antmomianism:  anofoer 
sort  bewailed  the  1780s,  the 
immiseration  of  die  working 
dass.in  the  Industrial  Revolu¬ 
tion.  Conservatives  sometimes 
let  slip  heretical  views  about 
1832,  seen  as  the  beginning  of  a 
slippery  democratic  slope. 

■Hie  20th  centmy-  <**?**’ 
has  been  lived  in  the  long  • 
shadow  of  1917:  and,  as  we; 
emerge  from  that  experience, 
our  perspective  oh  our  pari; 

soWey  shifts  too.  More  awf 
more,  we  are  forded  Jo  con-.  ■ 


pose  on  his  age  at  any  cost  So 
historians'  typically  ignored 
him:  Lord  North*  not  Bonar 
law.  became  “the  Unknown  ■ 
prime  Minister":. 

..  Whiteley*s  scholarly  reha¬ 
bilitation  presents  him  as  a 
spokesman  for  a  pragmatic 
culture  that  ■  put'  pi  asperity 
first  North  echoed. the  preoo- 

Jonathan  Clark 

...  LORD  NORTH: 

ThePrime  Minister 

Who  Lost  America 
By  Peter  Whit  dey 
Hambledbh  Press.  £25 
ISBN  1 85285 J4S7 


cupations  of  his  class: 'patron¬ 
age,  wealth,  worldly  success, 
-  non-  and  those  elaborate  formulae 
?!5^^T^ersible,  -  for  soothing  'rufflaT  feathers 

negotiable,  ^rreversioi  sumined  ^  ^ ‘•politeness’’. 


avoided 
about  their 
blaming 


protean  —  of  1776. 

The  English  traditionally 
■'  -  thinking  seriously 

greatest  deceit  by 

Otanung  individuals:  foe ^ad¬ 
mirals  and  gOKrak.jf1^- 
sive):  George  m 

above  all,  the  Pome  Master. 

Yet  whar  was  there*3 
against  Lord  North?  He  had 
no  obvious  vices.  He  was 
moderiT  industrious.  ™mage- . 
rial.  He  had  very 
political  skills,  and  powers  of 

wrSral  to  toe  Wj 

Pin  or  lord  He. ted . 

no  doctrine  or  design  to  m*-. 


These  leading  figures  pro¬ 
duced-  a  -  distinctive  political 
world,  preoccupied  with  foe 
Court  and  foe  House  of  Com¬ 
mons.  regarding  public  opin¬ 
ion  as  an  .  unwelcome 
intrusion,  and  treating  major 

jssub  of- public  principle; as 

problems  to  be  managed.  • 
Wbitekys  North  was  not 
driven  by  ambition  or  avarice. 
His  reputation  as  '“an  extreme 
conservative”  was  unjustified, 
and  ■  derived  .from .  foe.  mud 
.randomly  thrown  in  the 
Wilkes  affair.  “Let  America 


look  to  Britain  as  a  kind  of 
parent  and  friend"  was  his 
policy  on  foe  colonies.  So  why 
aid  it  all  go  wrong? 

This,  the  best  book  on  North 
to  date;  shows  us  a  politician 
with  fixative  virtues:  his  need 
to  consult  everyone;  “his  ten¬ 
dency  to  concentrate  cm  detail 
rather  than  die  overall  pic¬ 
ture".  He  was,  says  Whitdey, 
"inflexible  when  compromise 
might  still  have  been  possible 
and  accommodating  when  rt 
■was  too  late".  ’ 

Yet  perhaps  detailed  and 
strategic  remedies  were  equal¬ 
ly  vain:  no  smooth  words  at 
Westminster,  no  clever  foot¬ 
work  in  Downing  Street,  could 
have  prevented  the  American 
volcano,  foam  erupting.  Histo¬ 
rians  now  see  how  murfi  more 
there  was  to  that  revolution 
than  reactions  to  innovations 
in  British  policy;  Against  these 
mounting  pressures,  niceness 
was  not  enough. 

There  are,  of  course,  no 
modern  parallels  to  this 
story.  Never’  again  will 
things  go  disastrously  wrong 
in  our  foreign  polky.  Decent, 
honourable  prime  ministers 
will  never  again  be  over¬ 
whelmed  by  foe  proliferating 
consequences  of  a  drive  to 
create  a  federal  union  out  of  a 
collection  of  independent- 
states.  We  are  lucky  to  live  In 
modem  times,  in  which  hist¬ 
ory  does  not  repeat  itself. 


Inventiveness 
at  a  premium 


FOR  ME.  foe  book  of  the  year 
was  always  going  to  be  T.S. 
Eliot’s  unpublished  early 
poems,  Inventions  of  the 
March  Hare  (Faber,  £30),  The 
invention  is  that  of  the  style 
and  forms  of  foe  Prufrock  and 
1920  poems.  The  annotation 
by  Christopher  Ricks  is  denser 
than  that  io  any  other  poetry, 
including  Shakespeare.  Such 
a  mass  of  sources  invites 
incredulity  —  could  anyone 
have  so  much  in  mind?  —  and 
yet  all  but  one  or  two  of  them, 
individually  considered,  are 
convincing  and  illuminating. 

Sadly,  many  commentators 
were  more  interested  in  the  old 
and  marginal  argument  about 
whether  Eliot  was  anti-Sem¬ 
itic  —  raked  over  by  Anthony 
Julius  in  his  book  TS.  Eliot : 
Anti-Semitism  and  Literary 
Form  (Cambridge,  £30)  — 
than  in  reading  his  poems. 

Christopher  Ricks  also  pub¬ 
lished  foe  best  literary  criti- 
rism  of  the  year  with  Essay?  in 
Appreciation  (Oxford,  E25). 
No  one  reads  better.  . 

SEBASTIAN  CARTER,  of  the 
Rampant  Lions  press,  was 
bom  in  1941  on  the  day  foal 
Burnt  Norton,  foe  first  of 
Eliot'S  Four  Quartets,  appear¬ 
ed  as  a  pamphleL  That  booklet 
was  smaller  than  even  the 
prospectus  for  Carter’s  large 
quarto  edition  of  the  Quartets. 
which  could  hardly  be  further 
removed  from  the  days  of 
war-economy  stringencies. 

Issued  in  parts,  foe  Quar¬ 
tets  were  avidly  .read  during 
the  war,  as  bulletins  about  foe 
culture  people  were  fighting  to 
preserve.  Eliot,  by  then  an 
intellectual  beacon,  abandon¬ 
ed  foe  obscurantism  of  The 
Waste  Land,  and  set  down  his 
exploration  of  spiritual  riddles 
as  dearly  as  he  could.  Uke  foe 
concerts  at  foe  National  Gal¬ 
lery,,  this  was  demanding  an 
for  a  large  audience.  Ata  shil¬ 
ling  eacb.  the  Quartets  were 
popular  and  often  reprinted. 

Cartert  edition  has  been 
hand-set  on  expansive  pages 
of  heavy  mould-made  paper. 
Part-titles  are  printed  with 
colours  suggestive  of  foe 
Quartets'  (rather  tenuous)  re¬ 
lationship  to  foe  four  de¬ 
ments.  and  foe  boards  are 


covered  with  a  paste-paper 
harmonising  these  tones. 

The  only  previous  fine  press 
edition  of  foe  poem,  primed  in 
Verona  in  I960,  was  unluckily- 
set  from  a  reprint  in  which  five 
lines  were  misplaced.  Here. 
Carter  has  taken  great  care  to 
avoid  awkward  line  and  page 
breaks,  and  the  text  is  beauti¬ 
fully  disposed.  But  by  setting  it 
in  such  large  type  (l&point).  he 
makes  of  foe  poem  a  monu¬ 
ment  rather  than  a  medita- 


BIBLIOMANE 

tion.  The  Rampant  Lions  edi¬ 
tion  is  limited  to  226  copies, 
price  £195  (td:  01954  251003). 

EVEN  IF  you  don’t  buy  a  book 
of  poems  from  one  decade  to 
the  next,  try  Christopher 
Reid’s  Expanded  Universes 
(Faber.  £6.99)  —  full  of  whim¬ 
sy.  wiles  and  trills.  Two  Dogs 
Barking  on  a  Pub  Roof. 

You’re  David  and  Goliath.  Peter 
and  the  Wolf. 

Robin  Hood  and  his  Sheriff.  Muti 
and  Jeff  — 

any  ding-donging  duo  fimm 

history  or  myth 
that's  cone  to  stand  as  a 

hieroglyph 

for  eternal  foedom,  non-stop  strife, 
the  old  Mankhtan  fisticuffs 
without  which  ihere'd  be  no  story. 

no  life. 

and  the  whole  cycle  of  binh, 

breath, 

scoff.  Mf,  graft,  grief  and  death 
would  amount  to  so  modi  waste  of 
puff. 

Jim  McCue 
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Sect  that  survived 
despite  offending 
the  pagans 


One  of  tite  most  ex¬ 
traordinary  claims  m 
the  history  of  religion 
must  surely  hare  been  that 
made  by  a  group  of  Jews  who 
declared  that  a  man  who  had 
been  executed  as  a  common 
criminal  in  an  obscure  prov¬ 
ince  of  the  Roman  Empire 
had.  in  some  sense,  been 
dMne.  Since  this  notion  was 
not  only  considered  blasphe¬ 
mous  by  the  vast  majority  of 
their  fellow  Jews  but  regard¬ 
ed  by  most  educated  pagans 
as  deeply  offensive,  nobody 
would  have  expected  this 
despised  sect  to  last  very 


Karen 

Armstrong  is 
enlightened 
by  a  fresh 
look  at  an 


enduring  faith 


fet  Christianity  not  cxtiy 
survived  but  became  a  major 
world  religion.  Vivian  Green 
has  now  attempted  a  new 
interpretation  of  its  2,000 
year  history.  Despite  its  title. 
Green  provides  us  with  a 
solid,  efficient  and  dispas¬ 
sionate  overview  of  the  Chris¬ 
tian  story  which  should 
become  a  valuable  work  of 
reference. 

Green  is  an  impartial 
chronicler  and  he  does  not 
spare  foe  churches,  assessing 
their  failures  as  well  as  their 
triumphs.  He  traces  the  dev¬ 
elopment  of  Christianity 
from  its  Jewish  beginnings  to 
hs  current  struggles  with 
modernity  honestly  and 
without  confessional  bias. 

Green  gives  his  readers 
sufficient  but  not  excessive 
detail,  and  thus  enables  them 
to  make  a  valid  assessment  of 
the  complexities  of  Christian 
history.  In  the  process,  he 
shows  the  resilience  of  the 
faith,  which,  despite  its 
present  problems,  seems  set 
to  survive  well  into  its  third 
millennium. 

Green’s  narrative  con¬ 
centrates  on  the 
more  external  as- 
peas  of  Christian  history:  his 
chief  interest  is  to  chan  the 
Church's  development  as  a 
power  structure  and  he  does 
this  well.  What  the  book 
lacks  is  a  sufficiently  compel¬ 
ling  explanation  of  Christian¬ 
ity’s  extraordinary  appeal. 
Each  of  the  great  faiths  has 
its  own  particular  genius, 
which  influences  its  develop¬ 
ment  quite  as  much  as  the 
policies  of  its  leaders  and  foe 
institutions  which  Green  de¬ 
scribes  so  ably. 

Thus  there  is  little  discus¬ 
sion  of  foe  nature  of  Chris- 
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tian  spirituality.  Green,  for 
example,  explains  the  growth 
of  monasricism  as  springing 
from  a  desire  to  forsake  foe 
world.  He  does  not  dwell  in 
nearly  enough  depth  on  the 
contemplative  pursuit  of  the 
sacred,  which  is  experienced 
by  men  and  women  in  all 
cultures  as  so  compulsive 
that  most  of  foe  major  faiths 
have  had  to  accommodate  it 
Similarly  Green  does  not 
explain  foe  underlying  spiri¬ 
tual  reasons  for  the  theologi¬ 
cal  struggles  which  have 
been  such  a  marked  feature 
of  Christian  history.  As  a 
result,  they  appear  as  rather 


meaningless  squabbles,  in¬ 
stead  erf  expressing  —  in  a 
way  quite  peculiar  to  Chris¬ 
tianity  -  the  extreme  difficul¬ 
ty  of  speaking  and  thinking 
about  our  experience  of  foe 
divine.  We  do  not,  therefore, 
in  Green's  account,  really 
understand  the  reasons  fur 
the  Eastern  churches’  rejec¬ 
tion  of  the  Council  of  Chalco- 
don.  for  the  controversy  in 
Greek  Orthodoxy  about  the 
validity  of  icons,  nor  do  we 
see  why  foe  Eastern  and 
Western  churches  were  in 
such  fierce  and  passionate 
dispute  about  the  filioque 
clause  in  the  Creed. 

Green  also  falls  into  ihe 
trap  of  regarding  Christian¬ 
ity  as  an  essentially  Western 
faith.  Once  Christianity  has 
been  established  in  Europe, 
he  implies  that  foe  Eastern 
churches  are  little  more  than 
a  sideshow;  whereas  there  is 
a  good  case  for  arguing  that, 
at  least  until  the  I2th  century, 
it  was  the  other  way  around. 
Indeed,  this  myopia  about 
other  traditions  has  been  one 
of  foe  greatest  flaws  of  West¬ 
ern  Christianity.  This  failing, 
together  with  the  Western 
tendency  to  emphasise  exter¬ 
na]  matters  of  dogma  and 
discipline  more  than  spiritu¬ 
ality.  can  also  be  seen  as 
major  causes  of  Christian¬ 
ity's  difficulties  in  today's 
pluralistic  world. 

BRlDGEMAN  AH7  UBRAHY 


Detail  of  Giotto’s  Nativity  in  the  Scrovegni  Chapel,  Padua 


BOXING  DAY  BOOKS 


Marianne  Wiggins  on  Jeanette  WInterson’s 
Gut  Symmetries 

Helen  Dunmore  on  tales  of  childhood 
Antonia  Fraser  on  the  crimes  and  intrigues  at 
the  Court  of  James  I 


ACADEMICS 


HOW  HAS  THE 

RESEARCH 

ASSESSMENT 

EXERCISE 
AFFECTED 
YOUR  FUTURE? 


The  Times  Higher  Education  Supplement  publishes 
the  1996  Research  Assessment  in  full. 

We  will  have  a  16-page  pullout  detailing: 

•  the  rankings  for  each  of  2,896  departments  In 
UK  universities,  divided  into  69  subject  areas. 

•  scores  for  all  192  HE  institutions  in  the  UK. 

•  a  league  table  of  the  overall  results  for 
universities  and  colleges. 

•  a  league  table  of  disciplines  -  which  score 
most  highly. 
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Saved  from  the  bump 


TOMVWHTE 


By  Harvey  Eluctit 

A  YOUNG  family  this  week 
became  the  latest  victims  of 
holiday  “bumping"  —  the 
hated  practice  normally  asso¬ 
ciated  with  scheduled  airlines 
—  when  the  owner  of  their 
Christmas  holiday  apartment 
in  Lanza  rote  overbooked  his 
properties  by  20  per  cent 

Lua  Snow,  her  husband 
Tony  and  their  two  children 

aged  Sour  and  18  months 

booked  the  self-catering  holi¬ 
day  in  June  and  paid  the 
£969.41  cost  of  the  one-week 
break  in  full  in  September. 

But  a  phone  call  “out  of  the 
blue"  from  their  travel  agent 
told  them  that  the  accommo¬ 
dation  had  been  let  instead  to 
tourists  from  another  country 
and  they  would  not  be  able  to 
fly  from  Gatwick  on  Boxing 
Day  as  planned. 

“We  were  absolutely  devas¬ 
tated,"  said  Mrs  Snow,  from 
Bansiead  in  Surrey.  “My  hus¬ 
band  could  only  take  that  one 
week  between  Christmas  and 
new  year  as  holiday  and  we 
specifically  chose  the  flights 
and  the  self-catering  apart¬ 
ment  to  St  in  with  that" 

The  Snows  were  told  by 
their  local  branch  of  Thomas 
Cook,  through  whom  they  had 
booked  the  holiday,  that  tour 
operator  Unijet  had  “Mien 
out"  with  the  local  hotelier  and 
that  the  accommodation  was 
no  longer  available. 

Instead  they  were  offered 
the  return  flights  plus  £30  a 


A  winter  holiday  in  Lanzarote  after  alb  Lisa  Snow  with  children  Hayiey  and  Shaun  ’ 


head  to  cover  the  cost  of 
accommodation,  or  the  option 
of  paying  nearly  £1,000  extra 
to  upgrade  to  a  hold. 

“To  do  that  to  us  just  ten 
days  before  we  were  due  to 
travel  is  outrageous,"  said  Mr 
Snow. 

“Unfortunately,  it  seemed 
that  Unijet  just  weren’t  inter¬ 


ested  in  our  problems  and 
only  wanted  to  palm  us  off 
with  the  E30." 

But  Nigel  Jenkins.  Unijet 
group  director,  said  that  like 
many  other  British  tour  opera¬ 
tors,  his  company  had  been 
the  victim  of  “nasty  hoteliers" 
and  that  legal  action  was  now 
being  considered. 


“Early  in  die  booking  sea¬ 
son  hoteliers,  especially  in  the 
Canaries,  tend  to  overbook 
their  rooms  just  as  scheduled 
airlines  do  with  their  seats," 
said  Mr  Jenkins.  "They  know 
that  many  months  in  advance 
one  country  or  another  will 
have  a  particular  problem  and 
people  will  drop  out 


“So  when  a  hotelier  with  100 
rooms  to  let  sells  30  to  each  of 
four  operators,  he  is  going  to 
be overbooked  by  20  per  cent, 
unless  people  drop  out  And 
this  time  no  one  did. 

-  “But  it  is  a  dreadful  time  of 
the  year  to  do  it  to  anyone  and 
we  can  only  apologise  to  Mr 
and  Mrs  Snow." 

In  earlier  years  no  one 
would  have  been  aware  of  the 
problem  and  the  tour  operator 
and  travel  agency  between 
them  would  have  found  a 
solution. 

New  European  legislation, 
however,  means  thatimmed- 
iatdy  there  is  any  hint  of  a 
problem,  the  client  must  be 
told. 

Hours  after  speaking  to 
Travel  News,  toe  Snows  were 
railed  again  by  Thomas  Code 
to  say  mat  Unijet  had  found 
them  accommodation  in  the 
luxury  four-star  Princess  Ho-' 
tel  almost  next  door  to  their 
original  apartment  in  Playa 
Blanca.  And,  as  it  was  Christ¬ 
mas,  Unijet  derided  also  to 
deduct  £100  per  person  from 
the  final  ML 

.  The  post-Christmas  holiday 
will  now  go  ahead,  with  the 
Snows  paying  even  less  than 
they  would  have  done  for  the 
self-catering  accommodation 
they  originally  booked. 

"We  are  really  pleased." 
said  Mr  Snow.  "But  it  should 
not  have  happened  in  the  first 
place  and  something  must  be 
done  to  stop  it  from  happening 
to  others  in  the  future." 


US  holds  up 
compensation 


More  ships  needed  as 
cruises  keep  booming 


By  Tony  D awe 


DESPITE  a  deal  . by  European 
transport  ministers,  most  air¬ 
line  passengers  cannot  buckle 
their  seatbelts  knowing  that 
they  or  their  families  will  be 
compensated  adequately 
should  toe  plane  crash. 

British  Airways  this  week 
announced  plans  to  offer  im¬ 
proved  compensation  after  the 
deal,  but  passengers  on  many 
other  airlines  remain  bound 
by  toe  67-year-old  Warsaw 
Convention,  which  set  com¬ 
pensation  limits  at  £14,000. 

Efforts  to  reach  a  worldwide 
agreement  to  waive  the  limits 
are  being  hampered  by  the 
United  .  States  Government, 
which  insists  that  its  citizens 
should  receive  toe  highest 
possible  payouts,  and  by 
Third  World  countries  which 
are  fearful  that  their  airlines 
might  be  bankrupted  by  huge 
claims. 

“Passengers  on  most  air¬ 
lines  are  still  left  with  the 
Warsaw  limits  and  their  only 
hope  of  securing  larger  sums 
is  if  they  can  prove  negli¬ 
gence,"  said  Tim  Goodyear, 
toe  International  Air  Trans¬ 
port  Association  spokesman. 

IATA  agreed  in  October  last 
year  to  lift  the  limits  and 


suggested  that  appropriate 
damages  might  depend  on 
where  toe  victim  lived.  The  US 
Department  ofTransportation 
has  insisted,  however,  that 
any  airline  flying  to  or 
through  America  must  be 
ordered  to  recompense  Ameri¬ 
can  victims  according  to  US 
law.  As  efforts  continue  to  end 
toe  international  impasse, 
European  ministers  have 
agreed  to  raise  compensation 
limits  for  passengers  flying  on 
European  airlines. 

British  Airways  has  said  it 
will  offer  passengers  unlimit¬ 
ed  liability  should  they  be 
involved  in  accidents  any¬ 
where  in  the  world  —  apart 
from  flights  to  and  from  the 
United  States,  because  of  the 
continuing  legal  wrangles 
there.  If  toe  airline  can  prove 
that  it  has  done  everything 
within  its  power  to  prevent  the 
accident,  a  limit  of  £80,000 
will  apply. 

“The  derision  sweeps  away 
the  passenger  liability  limit 
which  has  remained  intact  for 
almost  70  years,  and  will  offer 
passengers  significant  extra 
protection  in  the  unlikely 
event  of  an  accident,"  said  Bob 
Ayling,  BA'S  chief  executive. 


FIVE  new  ships  are  to  be 
pressed  into  service  to  meet 
the  increasing  demand  for 
Britain's  biggest  holiday  suc¬ 
cess  story  —  cruising. 

An  estimated  420.000  Brit¬ 
ish  holidaymakers  took  a 

cruise  in  1996 — up  20  per  cent 
for  the  second  year  in  succes¬ 
sion.  And  there  is  no  sign  of 

toe  phenomenal  rate  of 

growth  in  demand  for  holi¬ 
days  afloat  slacking  in  1997. 
from  low-cost  package  deals 
in  toe  Mediterranean  to  luxu¬ 
ry  cruises  to  faraway 

destinations. 

Thomson,  the  package  tour 
operator,  this  week  revealed 
details  of  plans  to  charter  two 
liners;  its  rival,  Airtours,  is 
taking  delivery  of  its  second 
drip  aimed  at  cut-price  family 
cruises,  and  both  the  Fred 
Olsen  Line  and  Saga,  the 
over-50s  specialist  tour  opera¬ 
tor,  are  to  begin  operations 
with  a  new  ship  during  1997. 

The  biggest  and  most  luxu¬ 
rious  to  join  in  toe  rush  is 
RAO’s  63^24-ton  Arcadia. 
with  passengers  paying  up  to 
£38380  a  head  for  a  92-day 
world  tour. 

The  Arcadia  will  replace 
the  Canberra,  the  37-year-old 


By  Harvey  Elliott 

former  troop  ship,  which  will 
soon  be  in  breach  of  tough 
new  safety  regulations.  The 
ship,  now  owned  by  P&O’s 
US-based  sister  company. 
Princess  Cruises,  is  already 
sailing  from  America  to  the 
Caribbean  as  Star  Princess 
and  will  be  renamed  Arcadia 
when  it  has  completed  a  £10 
million  refit  to  remove  afl 
vestiges  of  “Americanese"  and 
replace  them  with  obvious 
British  characteristics. 

Among  the  changes  will  be 
the  creation  of  an  onboard 
pub  to  be  called  The  Oval 
which  will  be  filled  with 
cricketing  memorabilia, 
much  of  it  brought  over  from 
die  Canberra.  "Many  of  oar 
passengers  fed  very  much  at 
home  in  Canberra Gwyn 
Hughes,  managing  director 
of  P&O  Cruises,  said.  “We 
want  them  to  feel  that  the 
Canberra  family  is  simply 
moving  home." 

Thomson  shook  the.  nor¬ 
mally  staid  cruise  market 
with  plans  to  lease  the  Island 
Breeze  and  the  Emerald  com¬ 
plete  with  crews  from  Ameri¬ 
ca  and  offer  cruises  in  the 
same  way  that  it  now  pack¬ 
ages  land-based  holidays. 


Prices  will  start  at  £399  for 
adults  and  £99  for  children  for 
one  week  on  board  and  al¬ 
most  all  the  customers  —  63 
per  cent  first-time  cruisers  — 
are  expected  to  combine  this 
with  a  week  at  a  resort  on  dry 
land. The  two  ships  wfll  join  a 
think  the  Sapphire,  which  is 
already  salting  for  Thomson. 

“Within  a  few  years  I  expect 
that  the  industry  will  be 
dominated  by  ships  chartered 
by  tonr  operators,"  Steve 
Gariey,  Thomson’s  commer¬ 
cial  director,  said. 

.  Cruise  companies  are  mak¬ 
ing  healthy,  profits  as  demand 
rises  and  costs  foil.  The  fuel 
b31  for  Arcadia  is  half  that  of 
Canberra ;  although  both  car- . 
ry  about  L600  passengers.  Yet 
toe  average  price  of  sailing  in 
Arcadia  will  be  about  20  per 
cent  higher  than  in  Canberra. 

Thomson  has  paid  a  lump¬ 
sum  charter  fee  to  toe  ships’ 
owners  and  then  calculated  a 
price  based  on  selling  every 
cabin  in  toe  same  way  that  it 
can  cut  air  fares  by  filling 
every  seat  on  a  charter  flight 

There  are  now  30  new 
cruise  ships  on  order  around 
the  world  for  delivery  by  toe 
end  of  toe  century. 
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CHRISTMAS .  cottages  are 
still  available  from  Rural 
Retreats.  A  five-night  stay  in 
a  home  for  four;  decorated 
for  the  season,  in  Hereford¬ 
shire  costs  £471.  Details:  • 
_  013861 701177. 

■  fashionable  vai . 

d’lsfcrein  foe  French  Alps  for 
a  week,  for  £199  a  person 
with  a  flight  from  Gatwick 
tomorrow  and  half-board  . 
hotel  acoanmodation  is ' 
;  among  the- late  offers  avail¬ 
able  from  First  Choice  SkL 
Details:  0990  557755. 

■  CROSSCOUNTRY,  ski¬ 
ing  based  in  die  “cuckoo 
dock"  village  of  Kandersteg, 
Switzerland,  is  available  for 
£519  a  person  for  a  week 
from  December  28,  includ¬ 
ing  half-board  arid  ferry 
crossing,  from  Headwater 


DISCOUNTS  of  up  to  50  per 
cent  off  published  room  rates 
are  available  from  '  Forte 
hotels  at  90  of  its  Le 
Merktien  and  Grand  hotels 
around  the  world.  The  Win¬ 
ter  Passport  offer  lasts'  until 
March  31  and  covers  book¬ 
ings  for  two  nights  or  more. 
Details:  0345  404040.  . 

■  A  TWO-NIGHT  new  year 
package  at  the  Telford  Moat 
House  in  Shropshire  offers 
unlimited  use  of  the  hotel's 
leisure  facilities,  including 
pool  and  golf  course,. The 
cost  is  £175  per  person. 
Details:  01952  429977. 

■  BLACKWELL  Grange,  a 
country  house  hotel  near 
Darlington,  offers  a  four- 
course  dinner  and  a  piper  at 
midnight  for  its  new  year 
package.  The  cost  is  £125  per 


BRITTANY  Ferries  has 
launched  new  Holiday 
homes  and  camping  bro¬ 
chures  for  1997.  Prices  range 
from  £168  and  £195  a  week 
respectively  for  a  family  of 
four.  Standard  return  prices . 
on  fourroutes  to  France  start 
at  £140  for  a  car  and  driver. 
Details:  0990  360360. 

■  LE  SHUTTLE  has  a  tim- . 
ited  service  and  is  not  expect¬ 
ed  to  offer  any  promotional 
fores  for  some  time.  Day- 
trips  cost  from  £59,  a  five- 
day  ticket  £69  and  standard 
returns  £129.  Reservations 
must  be  made.  Details:  0990 


FROM  next  month  it  wfll  be 
easier  to  reach  Aalborg,  in 
Jutland,  Denmark,  with  the 
new  Maersk  Air  direct  ser¬ 
vice:  Rues’  are  lowefr  too; 
These  range  from  £414  for 
business  class  down  to  E155 
for  a  super  saver  excursion. 
Details:  0171-333  0066.  - 

■  TRANSATLANTIC  fares 
tumble  after  the  new  year. 
Deals  available  between 
January  and  March  from 
airline  network  indude  a 
£163  plus  E36  tax  offer  to 
New  York  Newark,  flying 
Virgin  Atlantic,  fn  addition 
there’s  a  £256  fare  plus  £26 


Holidays.  Flight  packages 
cost  an  extra  £240.  Details: 
01606  4S699. 

■  CYCLING  tours  with  See 
South  Africa  start  in  Febru¬ 
ary.  Guided  trips  through 
the  eastern  Transvaal  and 
Cape  province  cost  from  E515 
a.  week.  £995  for  two  weeks. 
Flights  to  the  republic  are 
extra.  Details:  0181-395  6060. 

■  THE  Algarve  for  a  fort¬ 
night  for'  E179  a  person  an  a 
Cosmos  self-catering  holi¬ 
day.  with  a  flight  from 
Gatwick  on  December  28  is 
among  late  offers  from  Lunn 
Poly.  Details  from  toe  com¬ 
pany's  Holiday  Shops. 

■  ABSEILING,  canoeing 


person  and  indudes  New 
Year’s  Day  brunch.  Details: 
01325509955 

■  BACON  and  eggs  in  toe 
early  hours  of  New  Year’s 
Day  is  induded  in  a  package 
offered' by  toe  Maid's  Head . 
Hotel  in  Norwich,  an  old 
coaching  inn.  The  price  is 
£90  per  person.  Details: 
01603209955. 

■  NEW  YEAR  accommoda¬ 
tion.  in  London  is  available 
from  Highlifc  Breaks,. rang¬ 
ing  from  £52  per  person  per 
night  at  the  Grosvenor  Ho¬ 
tel.  Victoria.  Details:  0600 
700400.  - 

■  INSIGNIA  Hotels  has 
launched  a  new  “ski  the 


353535.  And  today  is  the  last 
day  for  cheap  preChristmas 
day-trips  on  Eurostar.  Prices 
start  at  £49  for  travel  from 
Waterloo  or  Ashford  to  Lille, 
Calais,  Paris  and  Brussels. 
Details:  0345  30303a 

■  VISITORS  to  Ireland  can 
save  more  than  £100  on 
Swansea  Cork  Ferries  by 
travelling  cm  Thursday  or 
Friday,  returning  on  Mon¬ 
day  within  specified  time 
bands.  The  return  fare  is 
£139  fa-  a  car  and  five 


tax  firing  TWA  to  numerous, 
destinations  in  California, 
Texas,  Arizona  and  Colora¬ 
do.  Details:  01772727272. 

■  BETWEEN  December  26 
and  January  1  Air  UK  has  a 
£59  Santa  fare  to. Amster¬ 
dam,  Brussels  or  Paris.  De¬ 
tails:  0345  666777 

■  FROM  January  Sabena 
agent  Gtibond  is  charging 
fares  of  £615  to  Macau  (an 
alternative  gateway  for 
Hong  Kong),  and  Johannes- 


and  hiflwalking  are  avail¬ 
able  during  new  year  breaks 
at  YHA  centres.  Four  nights 
full  board  at  Edale  m  the 

Peak  District  from  Decem¬ 
ber  29  costs  £158,  tome 
nights  at  Llangollen  from 
December  3a  £119-  Details: 
01978860330: 

■  WEST  country  cottages 
are  still  available  over  the 
new  year  from  Farm  and 
Cottage  Holidays  with  a 
week  from  Deaember  28 
ending  £225  m  3.  bOJIlE  »W 
four.  Details:  01237  479698. 

■  CRUISE  toe  Caribbean 
from  £695  a  person  aboard 
the  Costa  Classica,  with  a 

flight  to  Guadeloupe  on  Jan¬ 
uary  U  and  right  nights'  Ml 
board.  Details  from  The 
Cruise  Network  01772 
727222. 


Alps’  brochure,  offering 
three  and  roc-night  packages 
at  five  luxury  alpine  resort 
hotels  until  April  12.  Details: 
.0990  300232. 

■  MOLLINGTON  Ban- 
astre  Hotel  in  Chester  is 
already  thinking  about  St 
Valentine's  Day  with  a  spe¬ 
cial  offer  including  a  dinner 
Hayy-p,  accommodation  and 
a  bottle  of  champagne  for 
£65  per  person.  Details: 
01244  8SI471. 

■  A  DOZEN  red  roses  and 
champagne  is  the  Valentine 
offer  from  L’Horizon  Hotel 
in  Jersey.  A  two-night  break 
costs  £249  per  perron  and 
includes  flights  from 
Gatwick  or  Southampton, 
hire  car,  accommodation 
and  a  Valentine's  BalL  De¬ 
tails:  01534  43101. 


passengers.  Details:  01792 
456116. 

■  HOVERSPEED  has  a 
ski/ ferry  package  from  £99 
for  ten  days’  cover  (£109  for 
17  days)  for  a  car  and  two 
adults.  The  package  indudes 
crossing,  sports  insurance 
and  RAC  motoring  assis¬ 
tance.  Details:  0990  240241- 

■  SALLY  Ferries  has  a  £30. 
threeday.  return  available 
until  December  31  for  a  car 
and  up  to  five  passengers 
from  Ramsgate  to  Dunkirk 
or  Ostend. '  Contact 
Eurodrive  0181-324  4000. 


burg  at  £550.  Details:  0171- 
4081535. 

■  MAJOR  Travel  is  charg¬ 
ing  £116  for  Tetum  flights 
with  Swiss  Air  or  Cross  Air 
to  Zurich  from  Heathrow  ex’ 
London  City  Airport  The 
offer  is  available  between 
January  and  March.  De¬ 
tails:  0171-485  7017. 

■  BRITISH  Airways  ,  has 
extended  its  domestic  super 
saver  fares  until  Manto. 
Return  prices  from  London 
indude  Belfast  for  E74.  Edin¬ 
burgh  and  Newcastle  for 
£75.  Details  0345  222111. 
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RACING  triumph  hurdle  favourite  has  stress  fracture 


SPORT  35 


Jellator  ruled  out  for 
season  by  leg  injury 


BELLATOR,  the  leading 
juvenile  hurdler,  has  been 
ruled  out  for  the  rest  of  the 
season  because  of  a  leg  injury. 
The  Toby  Balding-trained 
three-year-old  stamped  him¬ 
self  as  S-l  ante-post  favourite 
for  the  Triumph  Hurdle  at 
Cheltenham  next  March,  but 
the  Weyhiil  trainer  said  last 
night:  “ Bella tOT  has  suffered  a 
stress  fracture  of  the  near-fore 
cannon  bone.  It  is  mendable. 
but  he  is  out  for  the  season.’’ 

Bella  tor,  a  winning  stayer 
on  the  Flat,  created  a  favour¬ 
able  impression  with  easy 
wins  at  Wetherby  and  Aintree, 
on  the  latter  occasion  beating 
Noble  Lord  by  15  lengths. 

The  poor  record  of  last 
season's  Cheltenham  Festival 
winners  continued  yesterday 
when  Nahthen  Lad,  winner  of 
the  Sun  Alliance  Chase  in 
March,  beat  only  one  horse 
home  on  his  seasonal  reap¬ 
pearance  —  just  over  a  week 
before  he  is  due  to  line  up  for 
the  Pertemps  King  George  VI 
Chase  at  Kempton. 

Only  three  horses  who  were 
successful  at  last  season's  festi¬ 
val  —  Urubande,  Trainglot 


By  Richard  Evans,  rwhng correspondent 


and  Challenger  Du  Luc  — : 
have  relumed  to  the  winner's 
enclosure  this  term,  white  the 
list  of  Cheltenham  horses  to 
have  fallen  by  the  wayside, 
through  injury  or  defeat  grows 
longer  by  the  day.  . 

_  Nahthen  Lad,  who  was 
giving  weight  away  to  most  of 
ms  rivals  m  the  Astbury  When 


Nap:  RIVER  MANDATE 
(3.10  Towoester) 

Neat  best:  Jacob'S  Wife  ■ 
(2.10  Towoester) 


Handicap  Hurdle  at  Bangor, 
travelled  well  for  much  of  the 
race  but  weakened .  quickly 
three  flights  out 
However.  Jenny  Pitman 
was  far  from  despondent  last 
night  and  hopes  the  talented 
second-season  chaser  will  line 
up  for  Boxing  Days  feature 
race.  “If  he  is  aD  right  in  the 
morning,  then  it  will  be 
Kempton."  she  said. 

'  “1  have  had  horses  with  a 


great  deal  less  ability  than 
Nahthen  Lad  jump  to  the  front 
upsides  in  the  King  George 
and  I  think  the  race  will  be  run 
to  suit  him.  I  would  certainly 
Kke  him  to  go  there.  Where 
else  can  you  go?" 

She  reasoned:  “Run  him  in 
handicaps  and  he  gets  mur¬ 
dered.  He’s  won  on  a  flat  track 
before  over  distances  short  of 
his  best  and  he  is  a  chaser 
now.  Yesterday,  Rough  Quest 
won  a  hurdle  in  novice  com¬ 
pany.  Mine  was  in  a  handicap 
giving  away  lumps  of  weight." 

Reflecting  on  Nahthen  Lad's 
run  yesterday,  she  added:  “I 
thought  he  travelled  well  until 
turning  for  home  when  he  got 
tired,  which  he  was  entitled  to 
do  because  it  was  a  long  time 
since  he  ran.  He  had  an 
abortive  seven-hour  round 
trip  to  Haydock  on  Saturday 
[when  the  meeting  was  can¬ 
celled  because  of  host]  arid,  as 
a  result,  missed  a  serious  bit  of 
work  bn  Sunday." 

Mrs  Pitman  said:  “It  is 
heartbreaking  they  could  not 
run  the  Haydock  race  [the 
Tommy  Whittle  Chase}  last 
Sunday.  The  bookmakers  say 


it  is  difficult  to  get  staff  in  on 
Sundays  at  short  notice  but 
when  the  meeting  was 
abandonded  at  11am  on  Satur¬ 
day  that  is  hardly  an  excuse." 

William  Hfll  left  Nahthen 
Lad  unchanged  an  I6-I.  but 
reponed  support  for  Rough 
Quest,  who  has  also  had  his 
Cheltenham  Gold  Cup  odds 
cm  from  12-1  to  9*1.  The  King 
George  betting  is  6-4  on  One 
Man.  4-1  (from  5-1}  Rough 
Quest,  5-1  Sound  Man,  10-1 
Barton  Bank,  12-1  Strong 
Promise,  Trying  Again  and 
Mr  Mulligan. 

The  lure  of  Cheltenham  in 
March  remains  as  strong  as 
ever  and  two  trainers  at  Ban¬ 
gor  were  more  than  happy  to 
pencD  in  runners  for  the  three- 
day  meeting- 

David  Gandoilo  declared 
Around  The  Gale  a  definite 
Cheltenham  horse  who  -would 
probably  be  aimed  at  the 
Cathcart  after  the  five-year-old 
won  the  St  Helens  Ford  Nov¬ 
ices'  Chase  with  ease.  The  fine 
success  of  Freddie  Muck  in 
Nahthen  Lad's  race  had  Nigel 
Twiston -Davies  thinking  in 
terms  of  the  Gold  Card  Final. 


Y. 


M 


7  rJC. 


Edgemoor  Prince  and  Maguire  jump  the  last  on  their  way  to  victory  at  a  mist-shrouded  Exeter  yesterday 


DAY 


12.40  Kashan  ' 
1.10  Whattabob 
1.40  Roberty  Lea 


THUNDERER 

2.10  Beafcon 

2.40  HOH  WARRIOR  (nap) 
.  3.1 0  River  Mandate  . 

'  3.40  Princeful 


The  Times  Private  Handicapper'a  top  rating:  2.40  HOH  WARRIOR. 


S»w 


-  v 


113143  GOOD  TIMES  13  {BFJ.65)  (1*V  0  tfabtam)  BHW 12-0 . 


facecad nuttier  Ste-Bpia  faim(F— ULP— 
potted  up.  U— msrated  hdar.  B— brought 
man  S— doped  up  H — rahml  B  — 
dtseoHafi.  tfeu's  name.  Days  stoea  last 
oatm  Fit  Ad.  (B  — bHras.  V  —  visor.  H— 
hood  E— EyndW.  C  —  auw  wiunra.  D— 
defence  toner.  CO— cause  and  dfanca 


■dim.  BF— beam  Marta  fa  fates!  ace) 
Going  artotdt  bone  bu  vai  (F — Am.  good  fa 
firm,  bant,  G.-gouL  S  —  tot  good  Id  soB. 
hwy).  Omar  fa.tactab.  .Tufaar..  dot  and 
.wight  Rtdgr  pfas  any  aBoame  the  times 
PrrfiB  KanBoppars  raflog. 


GOING;  GOOD  (GOOD  TO  SOFT  W  PLACES)  SIS 

TOTE  JACKPOT  MEETING  .. 


12.40  TURKEY  SELLING  HANDICAP  HURDlf 

(£2.094;  2m)  (15  runners) 

tin  DP061  SH  PAGEANT  28  (BJ55)  (PWlfDaMi)  KBddgnief  7-11-111 - PDiHuralui  90 

tiff  5F00-PQ  CAPTAH  7AACY  t3  (C0/.SJ  (D  Star)  C  SHUT  7-1  l-e„ — : -  PU&tegMr 

103  BQZS4M  SHM1UOOR  20  (T HeaMv)  Uss L  ShbUI a-ll^. — Atiwzeoa  97 

104  3M-0650  SflVMORE37flJJFAS(Plteiai1»a^rtiWl-5._ - __ - S  Wynne  90 

109  3IWMP  BMO»ttO(BAS}[DtMH|DMnO-1M _ ILnmca  91 

tits  P62  - - — .  estate  HI 

107  1544/PO  BU'MIWS  MS)  B PlctotaU)  T Mil  9-11 -Tl-  '  ■  ■  .  H  Ifesuy  (S)  - 

108  50QP-  MOE)tSC«2SlM  aata«  D  3o^.6-ll-0 _ , _ — -  NYBtawn  SB 

109  12440  AMTKUAH FITS) SO (0,05 (S PTOchwafl G PtaxtnTO»7-tiM3— — RFfana  to 

110  PfiffV-2  AMHO0CTROUS 12  [Ms  CMJW)  E  AbU  4-10-12 - iJ.-  L  Cainbs  (7)  90 

111  0-00  P0UJP0NY2fi<TPfafa)JLlpwi  4-10-11 - - - GSu ppte(7)  - 

112  DHIP-Z  - : — —  Bfaatn  Q 

113  9-0QG02  SUWtlYBraa*t9fl1ta4BPttra4-tiM__. - . - TJMnjiqr  94 

114  B0MO4  RUTHS  GAIBLE  7  (V.D.G)  [Ms A  Emaiuri)  Met  L  teidl  MO-Z -  DLafaQf  OS 

115  ODP-P  COTTAGE  JO®  12  (WBaBiaBl  If  BtaIE-1(Ml^._,J - . —  - 

Long  hanficap  Cettega  JiAb  9-10.  -  • 

BEnwa  7-2  ar  tfagnoL  H.ImBhh  6-1  AnttMroiB.  7-1  Ma  8-1  Stamm,  tit-1 
Speed.  12-1  oOm 

1999:  HAWTHOWf:  GLEK  8-104  B  Fntan  (1W)  Mail  Long  11  n 

...  FORM  FOCUS 


F-'ri  taT  V1T- 


LIVELY  KWGHT II  aal  ol  9  to  EfaMa  fa  mb 
dose*  Brter  (2m  2t  good).  GORDON  191 3rd  ot 
9  to  Or  Row!  In  novtca  ebaas  a  Cfcenfanr  Cm 
llta  good  to  soli).  HAUaVOiS  7H 140)  0L19 
to  Cybago  fa  Snytre  Knfa  fa  CWertom  (3m 
ItiM.  good).  HUGE  USTAKE  btt  Ufafar 
MumipBB  3  in  94ime(  nofacs  farntfa  at  tall 
Om  1 1 1H  good}- IVY  BOY  about  VI  3d  ol  9  fa 
Cfapacai  Bay  fa  iraktaa  hath  fa  Dow  Royal 


(3m.  gnat).  HMMLLAH  IS  3d  ol  7  to  Qaeda* 
fa  noma  dm  at  Taafan  (2m  a.  good  to  tom). 
5UDE0FHLL  3MI  2tad  ol  15  to  Sugar  Hfl  ■ 
radden  chase  at  Rtfmglon  (3m.  good  lo  %oB). 
WWTTABQB  B>  2nd  of  18  m  Around  tiv  Gfaa  *> 
BovtcatanbaBangorCmCtoiO.  BHDS’ARX 
ROSE  3  2nd  d  8  to  Sapgsby  fa  notice  dose  af 
laioester  (2m  41  HIM.  gpnt  to  Aid). 
SatoefiOK  UVHY  KJiSHl 


1 .40  PLUM  PUDDMG  CLASH NG  HURDLE 

(£2.199:  2m  51)  (11  mnheis) 

an  44300-2  SOBfifTTy  HA  79  (BFA5)  [WkM*i  Const)  U-j  W  Htriar  8-11-1?  P  Mm  fg 

302  5404  FRANK  NAYLAR  3S  (J  ttakn)  R  BlicUa  M14 - - U  GritHtt  0  50 

303  00D-4  WFOTAL  HONORS  53  (R  Ganta-Bnta  M  Unoasd  5-11-0.  Ur  L  Bskar  (7)  - 

304  TWO  saffiffllE  VRND  .14  (W  (tfaie  fa  The  VWI  Gann)  C  Bund  5-10-1 1  B  Pemoa  - 

36.  OPOO-02  SNOWY  LAW  37  Bfi&S)  (J  IMW  J  Nevifle  6-tiMl.: - N  WBnmson  65 

306  ;  25UQ-5U  SIAC-POLLRfflH  IB  (H  (I  Bacftetei)  K  Bteley  B-103 _ •-  C  OTtayw  83 

307  QIBWO  m«Y  BRIL  10  (B)  (Ctaapy  Bafa)  7  Parser  B-1QB  — —  Sfatyie  - 

308  20P642  OUET  MEIRBS  23  (W  BeMI)  W  BaM  MM - A  Hagfan  06 

309  V03PPS7  ESGADAR0  582  M  (Ms  V  WnQ  Ms  V  Wad  7-100 _ J  R  lannagb  - 

310  Q044  OUtiWOfiK  9  Uftan*)  J  Pfarce  4-10-3.-^ _ V  Sndto  73 

311-  -  0  BTV  SUHSHME  17  (I  Lind)  C  Snto  S-10-0 - - - B  Oorio  (7)  — 

BEtma  *5  Roberty  (at.  6-1  Ouel  Mata.  B-T  SfacWteMlL  Sita  \m  ID-1  Uhak.  U-l  Fa*  Na)ta. 
taproal  Hons,  16-1  Umb. 

igtKIMLL  I  AY  9-10-13  B  fatal  (M)  J  Long  15  m 

FORM  FOCUS 


QUBET  USTRESS  }VI  2nd  of  14  to  M  Ffcfas  in 
Haul  rap  budte  at  tiadngdon  (3m  3,  good  to 
»KL  dJLUNDRK  10UI  Sttot  9  to  Sinay  Daw 
fa  ctaniinig  hude  at  Kafafagdoa  (2m  110yd,  pod 

GefattHE  ROeSTTY  LEA  (rap]  . 


BUNKERED  RRSTTIME  CBtteridc  12.50  Make  A  Buck.  Towcestar  12.40  BB 
And  Win,  2.10  Mai  Mood.  Wotvwtvsmptorr  1 .00  Botfy,  4.00  Caiosse,  4.30 
fetation. 


3.10 


LADBR0KE  HANDICAP  CHASE  (£7263-  3m  If)  H2  runners) 


UAN  11000  a  3rd  fa  Rne  Htancsi  m  tamcap 
chasa  fa  Waneck  |2m.  good)  JACOB'S  WH  bud 
Anic  Lite  71  r  3  earner  nons  dm  at  mama 
(2m.  good)  BEA1S0H  befa  Boyers  Dmm  71  fa 


tandroao  chase  at  CNflenlam  (2m  5L  goad).  DR 
ROCKET  2»i  2nd  m  Ibe  Lanca  ei  haataap  ctee 


2.40  SANTA  CLAUS  NOVICES  HURDLE 
(£2,898:  2m)  (18  rumen;) 

501  P-1  HON  WARRIOR  19  (D.6)  (3  ACpcm  C  Stub  MI-5  - _ 

502  006-131  SHWTFAYRE  12  (CO AS)  (Mr  0  fUal  j  Long  6-11-5. . 

503  EVF  AL0MWAYUNM  10  (tine  Bus  tang)  0  GandoBu  7-10-12.. 

504  SB-  CAPTAH  WALTHt  2S7  (W  Sun)  J  Old  6-10-12 - —  .. 

505  om&r  EKHJS  507  Mas  S  Oacgto-ftexanii  J  ta  6-10-12  .... 

506  40146  fSMS  13  (C9  li  Bbj.  tte  P  Sly  5-10-12 - — 

507  4340  KHES  LAD  19  |Ms  C  fta]  tl  Bfibage  5-10-U . - 

508  0  n  CHI  SAGA  14  (0  fogM)  LI  Ued^nck  4-10-12  _  - - 

509  401452-  itanr  ZB9  (H  (S  TnUU)  S  Ueto  6-10-12 . . 

510  UABT1C  ARAB  (KfagKs  teuig)  a  Hentenoo  4-10-12  -  .. 

511  1200-  RB>  BLAZER  393  (5)  (T  Smmpon)  Ma  it  Kngrt  MM2  — 

512  02-1  ROYAL  RAVEN  27  «  (A  SVeuai  j  Giflont  MM2  _  . 

513  0  S1RA1M06TER  36  (D  Yadv)  K  Bdey  5-70-12  ...  . - 

514  IftolY  BELOW  (Pefl-mea  Pamere)  J  (at  7-10-12  ..... 

515  1/DP-  vn*MAN  254  m  (LarttaU  Nfa  MBi)  Ms  J  Ptoan  7-1M2-. 

516  MUMUXEE  flta  J  Todd)  0  Branaa  7-10-7 . . . 

517  31  WOTOOUA  167  ff)  lllc  C  5mlh)  0  ffictobun  4-10-7 . . 

518  SO  1HEHANE  B  (B  Uarch)  N  Etam  4-10-7 - - - 

BETTING:  5-2  Wamr.  5-1  tfarfa  tow.  6-1  M*wya.  Bat  Btar,  12-1  ^nnteyic. 
olliere. 

19B5:  IIAMiyS  MAN1M0  5-11-5  P  Hide  (Evens)  J  Gtat  16  on 

FORM  FOCUS 


.  * 1  **' 


THUNDERER 

1Z20  King  Pin.  12.50  QprlnghiB  Quay.  1^0  Fen 
Terrier.  150  Twin  Fate.  2^0  Troodos.  2JO 
Ksimore-Speed.  Sj20.  Point  Reyes. 


12.20  PiCTON  MTHHIAL  HUNT  NOVICES -HURDLE 

(£2,742: 2m  31)  {19  ntmws) 

2  4-31  LA60I  BRIDGE  15  (taffl  D  MofM  7-1M.—  D  J  Mtat® 

3  1  ltoTfflROSS17(fflJHJotmanMl-5-^-AB&i«to 

4  SP-P  BLOND  MOSS  19  S  WM  MO-12- - B  Era  (3)  - 

5  460-  O0NT  TELL T0U  257  J.Rbde  6-10-12—' - 93 

E  0  EDST0IC 16 J QaSs 4-1  M2 - - - - BStoy  - 

7  004)  H  FMSff  OFRISA 19W  CUrinfllnBl MMt- -- T 
B  3flF  HLS  DE  ClffiSSOH 34  J  Adam  MO-12.--  —  “ 

B  CP-  F0HTZHIOAAN  548  Mm  S  Salto  MO-12 — - 

10  04»  GAUAmPJAWMM tan 4-10-12 - « 

S  ■£  Et2!g!S:iS2=:-~j££-S 

3  SS£  : 

■  3  S3  : 

10  004  PHLBSXY  26  J  JeHteSW  5-10-7 — - — E  CsBatpon  (3).  71 

4-1  Mfaer  Ita  5-1  Lwn  Mdefa.  6-1  KfaB  Pfc  M  ***  ^  U*r  Om 
8-1  Bund  Cft.  10-1  S«a  MW.  1M  dtanL 


12.50  ST  PAULS  MMDEN  CHASE.  . . . 

(£2361: 2m  31)  (10) '  „ 

■■■;  a  jggasiw^y^SM  - 

9  -LBF  ROYAL  HARD  5  R  Ancan  6-11  ^  **  _ 

toad  teo*  «M  RdiRim^- 12-1  **n:  _ _ 


1.20  MNPLEFQRTH  HANDICAP  HURDLE 

(£2,066;  2m)  (5) 

i-  W5  fMADREAiraiWMteMRraWMSJ^^  ^ 

\  1 


1.50  HAPPY  CHRIST1IAS  HANDICAP  CHASE 

(£2.635: 2m)  (6) 

1  2448  RJLL  0TRAKE 15  (DliG)  P  Qdnr  0-124) - -  TRead  S 

2  2512  HAMFAOS1  (COLOBUomMI-B - J  Malta  » 

3  4HP  PORT  li  A  STORM  15  (RS)  M  Huraoed  7-ll-T 

^  MCBoa»p)  89 

4.  WK  PDSITIW  ACTION  15  (COJA^M  Banes  lO-TO-12 

SItyor(5)  94 

'5  1-P6  DC MNKTHt  7  (COR  A  OBmpt*  7-10-9'—  -  A Ootfati  K 
B  03E5  UOMAUBHTY  UAN  3  (S)  E  CaM  10-100 - K  Mum  BO 

.  MTtetam.  MFUOTnfa.51  Port  (a  A  Stem.  6-1  PosxmAOon.B-1 1W 
MfaUi,  25-1  MomgMr  Mn 


WOLVERHAMPTON 


I 


THUNDERER 

1.00  Standown.  1.30  Double- March.  2.00  Little  Ibnr. 

2-30  Jigsaw  Boy 
4.00  Claque.  4.3t 

.  3.00  Mfflrov.  3J30  Master  Foley. 

)  How’s  Yer  Father. 

GOING;  STANDARD 

DRAW:  NO  ADVANTAGE  SIS 

3.00  CANNOCK  NURSERY  HANDICAP 

(2-Y-0:  £3,599: 71)  (ID) 

1  0021  MLLROY  8  ID.G)  P  Ketana;  lD-0  (7ro)  .  - 

2  2034  BTBWESCBICE5R*fa!»wiM  .... 

3  0533  N0MQRE  Iffi  HtiXGUY  5  (El  E  Alfloo  W  ... 

4  1156  DAWS  ROCK  16  (C.G)  W  Ms  M - 

5  0031  DOU3LE-0 12M* Jarvis 9-0  - 


.  UVHgham  7 
DWD1M3 
.  A  CuBhm  5 
—  W  RyanS 
.  SSmm2 


C  1022  C-KARRY  29  (CAS)  3  tWIreftad  MO - N  Carfcte  1 

7  DOS  AMCO  31  C  TUMsi  M . FMonon4 

B  2252  GOSiS  FOR  BROKE  7B  |BFl  ?  Hasttrn  B-7  ....  TVMaw9 

9  0006  UDiITti SYMPHONY 31  pfl ? Hastem M. . _  SDmmeiO 

10  0505  EWAR  AfRANGBENT  14  C  BmBn  B-2 - J  QUm  B 

7-3  UUUcy.  5-1  finm  IT:  Kcsguj  6-1  C-Har>.  7-7  atewesrance.  DotaO. 
Hud  Synim.y.  M  oSas 


mmm 


:;i  h  '  J  itijitl 


y -1  f  ]'  Sr AJ: i/iitf  VtM 


^  i  •  t‘  ^~ip;7^nT~T] 


t£m£i 


'U!L 

Tull  r e s u LTj._5ERy ice _  16^ 


COURSE  SPEC1AUSTS 


TBAMBffii  C  Tlfanta.  4  tarn  baa  9  rataj^hfli 


□  Tfcnrri  ^ve  Ann  Swmbank.  the  tramcr, 
berfifteenth  winner  of  the  season — equalling 
her  combined  score  for  the  last  four  jumps 
season  —  when  defeating  me  odds-on 
favourite,  Furietto,  m  the  Raffyaid  House 
SdKng.Huidle  af  CatLerickywterd^r. 


4.00  HINLEY  AMATEUR  RIDERS  HANDICAP 

(£2,537: 1m  <0(12) 

1  2*36  BEAUBIK  332  rs>  P  Bam  WV7 .  A  Evans  (S)  9 

2  0041  SUUGafirePOW1 154  (F|JBnd*i  6-11-2  0  Bndgei  tS)  6 

3  0004  CLAltiE G (3X0.fi) 0 Dtsoan 4-11-?  .  UssRCbrt12 

4  0002  KnKSCAEH  24  ffS)  P  taw  3-1141  ...  MroLPtarcall 

5  0301  GOLDEN HM®1 20 (IXG^Uffar. MM3  5 Latefata (S)  10 
E  0086  NORTH  AH3AH  16  (D.FjGj  1  * IS  6-10-13 

UtesAA«WSDU5)5 

7  3405  W1SRRE 16  ID.G£)  3  ftsrfaBl  5-1C-12  -  T  MtCamyB 

8  5008  CCU25SE ‘.4  tVD<6|JErv  4-10-iD  Mss  Dm  Jones  4 

9  5058  NAUTKAL£Wa  16 Ullta 4-10-10  _  MsAlfcMr(5)7 

10  5041  R02B. BAY  15 N "Baoihiiaines 3-IM  .  AWhBr(5)2 

11  10SS  GLQ9E  RUMS!  33J  (F)  J  j  Otiedt  3-10-7 

M»S  Kernel  (^1 

12  2340  RASAiaeflJ/DlPEwsMM - YY  MoLaogbfn  fS|  3 

3-1  Mite*.  ,-aSff.  4-1  Kiraud:.  6-1  4US*V.  ?-l  Beamra.  M  Ctajoe  1M 
ttofi  kts.  12-1  ilea 


4.30  DUDLEY  HANDICAP  (Div  H;  £2,187. 71)  (12) 

1  1054  SEA  DANSGfi  (DA  Jctndger  3-104) .  S  Sanders  7 

2  40M  TKEE  WSH  SRlDffi  12  (BJf.B)  U  JflMta  4-9-U 

T  HUans  12 

l  H2S  HnrSYaFAT)a5(D3fJ&S)RHa^estiW 

T  11 

4  5043  CHEEKY  CHAPPY  5  (9.C.F.G.S]  D  Oaonuti  5-9-9  ACofamB 

5  0002  BCOB£ II1A3Y 19 (GJ),F,G£1  F Lse 5-M - RUfffaB 

6  DODO  OCUTtfn  27J  |33F)  J  J  Otiidl  4-9-6 -  Dm  Ota  4 

7  4063  MOMS  16 (VJ)  J  Bttting  5-H. -  GFfateer(5)2 

s  -04i  ttBtac eam  16 to D i*&a 5-3-? — —  dQuirao 
9  0000  UAFAE.  19 (GJSl S HHtenfcad 30-12 — UWftgftwH 

1G  010c  KOLLOS  MELODY  19  (GIBMdAta  3-6-12  TYTten  10 

11  0064  AMY LflBH  19 (BIS) CwJWtoi 3^-12  AagefaHMiy  (7)5 

12  603  QUBOIMARIH  1l0(CD.G)D  toydn  Janas  B-6-11  SDbmh3 
M-Caft  etmst.  M  Sea  Denag.  Ensoro  firuor,  M  tag  om  ta'a 
Yer  fam.  M  M=ta  tat  Ls#l  10-1 


.  COURSE  SPECIALISTS 


TRAK6S  W  4jivs  6  ceneri  fan  22  nttras.  273V  R  Quel  8 
tan  31.  M  JDfcawi  44  boo  1M.  2391 P  HBfam.  27  tram 

129. 15.4V-  C  Own,  7  tan  36. 19.4V  P  Feigafa.  6  Iran  34. 17W. 
W  Htegb.  4  train  S.  17  4V 

JOCKEYS,  tarav  BokL  3  mshs  Sam  6  roles.  50DV  H  Hogget  7 
tan  3  34  IS. »  Rysi.  11  tan  63. 175V  R  Uam.  £  tom  37. 
1G2VQzie&1Je£l  4 tan 25  IfiOVPMoCabe. 7 tan56.12SV 


601  3PPP-55  ALL  TW  ACES  12  |GLS)  U  McUrus:  J  J  0  tte.3  9-12-G  P  Nnai  B9 

602  1:111,1  Rn/Efl  MANDATE  20  (C.&5)  (Kaasss  V  rteun-oni  T  Fa-J«  3-12-G  A  Thomon  90 

603  4F.151-2  EVEN  BLUE  20  (OS)  [to  C  Blau)  D  UcOaei  Ml-£  .  .  R  Dunrawt,  01 

604  466-545  SVRHETW  13  (G5|  U  Cfapfa)  J  3Jtara  E-11-2  P  Hate  SB 

605  322-13U  BIG  BEN  DU)  40  (F££|  iUpunt  BoaBooi  L  Boob  10-11-1  _  G  BnSey  94 

606  FF5B4-0  GHU  CNEUAOt  13  (CD^JLSl  (Ur.  5  L=d<  N  T-D»ne  iu-iD-12  0  Bnflflisfflr  98 

607  21145-2  PHKTS  HB1  17  |Sj  .0  S«e]  7  Bfclft  9-10-10  .....  C  OD^o  S 

608  3F1UW-  GRAVE  BUCCAHSR  390  (ILS)  (R  Vifas i  A  Tunes  9-104  ...  S  UcNoJ  - 

609  63321,’  CELTE  BARLE  665  (651  (Ur,  1  Koogti  H  Hoag;  1210-5  . .  A  Uagsre  - 

610  331P-10  SPECIAL  ACCOUNT  13  (ftj.&S)  R  FionBc;  C  Bancll  10-104)  . .  B  Fentan  96 

611  553403-  UMBM3H  287  (C.6^l  (P.  Haffj  ?  Ketto  14-1041  .  ...  R  Befemy  89 

612  331226 1  SHB3JH  LAD  61B  IDS)  (Ur.  I  U-Steraci)  Mrs  T  Mom:  Ocva  M04)  E  Upton  - 
Long  tandcap.  Specal  Accart  9-12.  Uaeewa  9-3.  Shrete,  Lad  9-3 

BETTHG:  9-4  Even  Bkr  5-2  Rno  Wandas  n-2Pntf:HiP  3-1  SpaUfagioi  11-1  &g  Ben  Dun.  1 2-1  Speofa 
AEttue,  14-1  All  Tic  Aees.  16-1  3rat  Bouans.  30-1  dB« 

1995.  SUNY  BAY  MI-9  6  E»3ley  !9-4)  C  Brook:  e  tan 

FORM  FOCUS 


.. .  G  Bate  m 
.  A  tow  m  76 

™  G  Upan  - 
..  C  Maude  - 
_  R  Mertoy  - 
._  V  Stfltoy  B0 

—  D  Mem  - 
N  ilann  92 

M  A  RzaaraH  - 
.  J  Osborne  - 
L  AspsJ  (3)  SO 
.  C  Otiwyar  0B 
.  S  MCNel  - 
.  W  Manton  - 

—  M  Britoh  - 

—  A  lfa|piR  - 
N  Wfcmsan  57 

Itajeteic  ABw.  M-1 


ALL  THE  ACES  17MI  5th  of  6  la  The  last  fling  In 
hatfap  dose  fa  UMiuby  (2m  41 1  lOw)  good  to 
raflBVER  MANDATE  beat  EVEH  ajipto 
Delta  of)  W  m  handiefa)  dase  fa  Bangw  (2m  41 
IIQlCaim  EVEN  BUJE  beat  Lord  Gfflene  1'4I  la 
6-nma  tandic®  chase  at  Utatfa  12m  2L  good) 
on  penrtmafe  seal  BIG  BEN  DUN  7%l  3»  oTsio 


Oucb  Law  «  handicap  dace  fa  StaOord  (3m  41, 
good)  PRICE'S  Hfll  21  2nd  at  4  to  todcan  in 
handicap  chase  fa  VAuanon  [3m  il  no»d.  good 
to  tom).  SPECIAL  ACCOUNT  befa  frosa  Drop  Ml 
m  handicap  dose  fa  Macaroon  (3m  it  110yd. 
goad  to  firm) 

Selector  EVEN  BLUE 


ait  41  n  6-ronner  imtca  hidle  fa  Asad  [2m  4L 
goad)  5TRA77AINSTER  I II  8Bi  0(  t7  to  Aston 
n  nonce  (untie  at  Nefabuy  (2m  110yd,  good). 
VTTAMAN  best  etbxi  bofa  Ugenka  till  fa  22 
nnnerNfaanl  tint  Rfa  net  at  Chefenhan  (2m 
il.  ouid  m  tarn).  UOTOOUA  beat  FohtoCabto  10 
m  9-ranne  Mtoonal  Hart  Rfa  rax  fa  Goman  tort 
12a  road  to  fern) 

SefacWE  HOH  WARRIOR 


3.40  m  STANDARD  OPEN  NATIONAL  HUNT  FLAT  RACE 
(£1,417:  2m)  (15  ruiras) 

1  1  BLUNGSGATE  17  (0,5)  ID  Cheaay)  D  Chewy  4-11-11 .  N  WkSapar  (7|  - 

2  1-  PRMCERJL  211  (D.G)  (F  HWmsj  Ms  J  Pfcan  5-11-11  -  .  G  Hqpm  (3)  - 

3  BARTHOLOMEW  FAR  ID  Baaktdj  C  Days  MI-4  . .  -  I  lawrooce  - 

4  BELVBIT0  (Mrs  J  Piactetl)  J  Gtaard  4-n-4_  ...  .  .  P  tote  - 

5  BENJAMN  JWCS  (M  Rarer]  C  Hendey  4-11-4  .  B  Ftmoa  - 

6  3  BROOKHAHPTDN  LANE  12  (R  Tomptonsi  Ms  A  BoMby  5-11-4  .  B  PdmI  - 

7  JOLLY  HEART  (IStr  Am  Beraock)  D  Brown  MM. ...  M  Bronsn  - 

8  KNG  MOLE  (Mrs  J  Faria)  J  nd  MM  —  ..  _  -  G  Upton  - 

9  MR  MD0MJ6HT  iMs  J  Cohn)  C  bwta  4-11-4  - .  G  BMey  - 

10  MR  R0BSIEE  261P  (P  Kfagt  A  Oaraartw  MM__  -  l  Hawey  - 

11  S»€ET  U0H1TWG  1G  &  P  ftrowsi  R  5mdi  4-1M.... - 0  Bddgukr  - 

12  2  SHORE  PARTY  22  (BF)  (Ms  J  Uafat)  N  Ttastoo-Owes  4-11-4  L  Sown  0  - 

13  THETYYOKAYS  (R  8  J  Kzfa)  D  Brawn  5-11-4 . .  .  S  Pratt  (7)  - 

14  40  WLL0WS  ROULFm  22  (Mbs  J  Bara)  A  Hobbs  4-114 .  - R  6reene  - 

15  BBDffTOO  (R  Stagocs)  Mi  P  Sr»  4-10-13  .  - - -  ...  R  Matty  - 

BETTHG:  74  PttraW.  4-1  Sbaro  Pair.  9-2  BJBngsple.  M  King  Mole.  JM  Behenu.  M  IfartrgM.  12- 1 
BrooMtemptra  Lane.  16-1  otaen 

rags,  boss's  bakk  mm  a  uvn  (Mi  d  wntwi  is  an 

FORM  FOCUS 


BILHGSGATE  befa  Cart  Orohard  4(  ai  2IVniaw 
ttaonad  Hurt  Flfa  race  fa  flw raster  (2Jno.  good  to 
sal)  PRHOTJL  bofa  OuuA  Barter  121  n  16- 
nim  Nfatonfa  Hurt  Rfa  ran  ai  Wmesar  (2m 

B.  KtiXKHAAPTON  LANE  121  3rd  oliO  to 
Eocounur  In  ttmonfa  Hurt  Fa  ora  me 
cnwsn  and  rtsraicr  On.  good  to  so B)  SHORE 


PARTY  2nd  at  15  to  Lute  Rfacca  in  Moral 
Kurt  flat  race  fa  Chepstow  (2m  110yd.  snft)  mfli 
WIL0WS  ROULETTE  33141 8ti  YniOWSROU- 
LETTE  m  4ih  of  B  to  Ttol  Force  si  Natural  Hunt 
FUracs fa  Cheflesham (2m  IlOyd. finn)  on penuF 
mats  start. 

SdeetBK  PRHCEfUL 


□  Lord  Dorcet,  a  promising  two-mile  chaser,  will  run  in  the 
Gastleford  Chase  at  Wetherby  on  December  27  before  a  crack  at 
the  £40,000  Victor  Chandler  Handicap  Chase  at  Ascot  in 
January,  his  trainer,  Alistair  Chariton,  announced  yesterday. 


Yi^TEBDAY’S  RESULTS 


Bangor 

Coins:  (pod.  good  to  son  m  places 
1230  (2m  It  hde)  1,D' NAAN  (A  P  LfcCoy. 
13-B  Lav).  2  Lima  Street  Bom  iG  BnvSey. 
11-41:  a.  Famtra  Gold  M  UcfErtanQ.  10-1) 
ALSO  RAN  6  Route.  6  Nfert  Boat.  20  Pei- 
vsn  Dawn  (pui.  25  Natenm  33  AottubTe 
Guesa  (aw.  Analogical  «0i|.  Chfamgion. 
tnqtesn  VMS  (puj.  Sriltey  Face-  (4fr).  SoirCre 
Bidge.  SO  Mea  The  Beal  14  ran.  NR  AI 
HeM.  Appeal  Again.  Indian  Temple. 
Nartioarw  41  111.  ill.  41.  hd  U  Ppe  an 
Wcfcngton  Tote  E2  80.  £200.  Cl  30.  £2^0 
OF  QW.  7na  E24  40.  CSF.  ££97. 
t.00  (2lto  «  ITOjet  eti)  i.  AROUND  THE 
GALE  (R  Dunwoody.  4-7  tav).  2.  Baylne 
Star  (G  aracSBy.  14-1).  3.  Garrrwm  (J  R 
Kawragh.  16-1).  ALSO  RAN  BOuppedOui 
(5di),  Dtcytwrg  (4tn|.  10  Naugrty  FuBAC 
(pul.  14  Uac^ago  fur).  20  Valiev  Grattan 
(pui  B  ran.  to.  a.  271.  (let  D  Ganttodo  at 
Wantage  Tcte  Cl 50.  £1  ID  £3BD.  EL 70 
OF  CIO  90  CSF  £9  92 
1  SO  (3m  ch)  1 .  FREDDIE  MUCK  |C  UmwII- 
3-1  lav)  2,  Yea  Man  [R  Johnson.  &  I).  3. 


View  (D  O  Sufflvan.  50-1)  ALSO  RAN  6-4 
lav  lOmanehy  (pul.  *  CasdeheUytaadef  (pui. 
12  Reeshlcich  (bdi.  16  Tefcnery  (4lhl.  2C 
Josifina.  25  Unde  Algy  (pci.  «  feata  M  All 
(60i|.  66  Dodgy  Deator  (5ihj.  100 
arAsnguera  (pur  12  ran  NR  Cotem  s 
CTiotce  Hd.  ill.  151  261.  «  J  GJlcvd  ai 
Findon  Tote-  CS  03  Cl .40.  £240.  £23  00 
DF  £21  00  Tno  £23390  —  pan  non  (jwot 
of  £270  15  earned  terwordtolawoesto  1  10 
Wlay)  CSF  C38G7 

1.40  (2m  £1  rtte-l  J.  COOL  GUhtolER  (C 
Maude.  6-1).  2  Supreme  Genotfn  (G 
Up*or.  6-4  lim:  3.  winnow  fL  Horun.  6-1 1 
ALSC'  RAN'  7-2  Tap  Shoes.  6  Above  Trie  Cur 
(talhj.  7  Btong  MvacJe  (5ft|.  16  Tuda  Town 
Hinj.  23  Piince  01  Pic y.  fi  nan  NR  Ache 
Pnnse.Fatiutt&MlDlo.  Sounds  Like  Fun  fl. 
3SSJ.  3HI  dm  J  Kmc  ar  Smndon  Tow 
£7  50.  £1  40.  Cl  70.  El. 90  DF.  E7.50  Tffa 
£2030  CSF-  £2128  TncaaL  C7C  30. 

21D  Gm  21  ndtel  1.  EDGEMOOR  PWMCE 
[A  )4agum?.  4-1).  2.  Spring  Saira  iG  Upton 
S-lj.  i  Be*  One  (S  McNei.  100-30  twj 
ALSO  RAN  4  Kludti  f4toj.  la-2  Stew  Man 
'am.  7  Decide  YourocU  (pu).  16  Road  To  Au 
Ban  ISiri)  7  ra  B.  13.  W.  tel.  1U  P  HOOK 
a  Mmctead  Tote  C3X.  £130.  £4  30  DF 
£18  70  CSF  £2227 

2.40  Cm  71 110yd  dil  1.  FULL  OF  FIRE  iC 
CDwyc-f .  6-1).  2.  Shmmg  Ligm  (A  Maguae 
2-1  (an.  3.  Oeus  Regrets  U  Osborne.  7  2i 
ALSO  RAN  7-2  Dom  Samouno  ftr.i.  8 
Su-tay  Bey  imiL  12  Duhatlow  Lodge  Iran. 
14  Ma&ttt  Jrason  (pu)  7  ran  1X1. 91.  101.  II 
K  Batey  BT  Uopn  Lamtxmm.  Tore-  L7.10. 
£260  £T  10  DF  C9  TO.  CSF'  ElBJfl 

3 10  i2m  Sf  I  tO/d  Met  I  RtVEfl  SAY  tfl 
Fervor.  94 1  2  Fiddling  The  Factt  (M  A 
Fcsgoraia,  S-1).  3.  Moonighter  lO  Bunowo 


Styto  (Oh).  40  ifSrcell.  50  Bonte  Btokcney. 
Gmget  tiao.  Pfiarmoretun,  1D0  Country 
Tcwn  Half  Tfapon  Girl.  Ur TTeFfay  (pul.  Zen 
Or  17  ran  Nft  Sia'i  Drcsn  Nk.  Effl.  13. 
141.  13  lyfes  H  Kruchi  at  Warcago  Tele 
€210  £120.  C2.10  ST1D20  DF  £1200 
Tno  not  won  CSF  £1365 
Ptacepoc  £9430.  Ouadpoc  £2530. 

Catterick  Bridge 

Gomg:  good  to  eott  . 

1Z50  [2rr.  ch)  1  Monyman  (R  Gemrty.  1 1  -2 
lav):  2.  T*«i  f  tia  13-1).  3.  Fewxi.'i  Brotoer 
(J4-1)  t  ran  SI.  JI  W  Hammond  Tote 
£2  TCr. £450.11  ID  DF  £340  CSF -£5 70 
120  pm  3!  rnfle)  i.  Fryup  SartUe  ffAts  P 
Roman,  6-1 );  2.  Duka  or  fenn  (&-2i.  a  Faw- 
tay  F])wr  (5-1)  Sudden  Spai  9-4  lav  n  rar. 
NR.  Tnstan'-  Cornel  Hd  hd.  Mis  J  Brown 
Tow  £5  3b  £1 2D.  £3  60.  E 1  50.  DF  £14  90 
Tie  £4820  CSF  £32 14.  Tread  E135  72 
1.S0  1 3m  It  110yd  eftj  i.  G«w  lad  p. 
Guest  B-2).  2.  Tko  GcW  13-11: 3.  Etvw/wd 
(2-1).  Dordn  Caitfc  7-4  lav  £  ran  hd.  22T 
Mrs  S  501*1.  TW  £4  60.  £1  BO.  £220  DF- 
£5  80  CSF  £17  40 

22D  f&n  3t  Ufa)  1.  TiRMa  U  Suppte.  7-1). 
2.  Funetto  (1-2  lav!.  3.  Heavens  Above 
Go-1)  lOraa  H.  9.  Mrs  ASromuarti.  Tote- 
eiE.7D:£3  70.C1J0.C3B0  Eff-£8S0  Tno 
£99.30  CSF  fit  77 

250  (2m  S  cm  i.  Tim  Soldier  (R  Supple. 
25-1)  2,  hfifenayno  /5Mj.  3.  ReDet  rang 
(5-2 1  JuM- Bco.  BjUv  7-4  lav  7  ran  3.  K!  M 
Barractoucr*  Toe  £.19  40.  £433.  £900.  DF. 

£54  40  CSFf£3a66E 
320  (2m  hefc)  i.  Leer  Try  (A  S  Smitn.  4-tj 
f.  FnmnrartM  Lhw  (11-2).  3.  Highly 
Chamung  fjo-l)  My  Slrrandoah  3-1  lav 
14  ran  Hd.  3  B  RoUweB  TOO  £450 
£4  10.  £2 GO,  £390  OP  £3730  Ti© 
£278  70  CSF  £29  B4  Tnusi  £401 22 
Rfacepot  £0.447.70  (part  won.  Pool  of 
CG,  137.16  carried  forward  to  Torawesw 
tod-0- 

Ouadpoc  £48850. 
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FOOTBALL:  LIVERPOOL  REPLACE  ARSENAL  AT  HEAD  OF  PREMIERSHIP  TABLE  AS  NEWCASTLE  STUMBLE  AT  COVENTRY 


Collymore  makes 
timely  amends 
to  patient  Evans 


THE  TIMES  THURSDAY  DECEMBER  19  1996 

Weather 
puts  a 
damper  on 
Celtic’s 
tilt  for  title 


LIVERPOOL  swept  to  the  top 
of  the  FA  Carling  Premier¬ 
ship.  for  the  first  time  since 
September,  with  an  emphatic 

4-2  victory  against  Notting¬ 
ham  Barest  at  Anfiddl  on 
Tuesday  night  More  signifi¬ 
cant  it  appears  that  Stan 
Collymore,  their  enigmatic 
striker,  has  recaptural  the 
form  that  made  his  partner¬ 
ship  with  Robbie  Fowler  such 
a  potent  one  last  season. 

Collymore  scored  two  goals 
against  Forest  the  dub  he  left 
17  months  ago  far  a  fee  of  £8-5 
million,  and  also  created 
another  far  Fowler  indicating, 
perhaps,  that  he  is  prepared  fa 
shed  his  wayward  reputation 
and  knuckle  down  to  the  task 
of  bringing  the  Premiership 
title  to  Merseyside. 

Roy  Evans,  the  Liverpool 
manager,  has  been  farced  fa 
drop  CPllymore  three  times 
this  season.  Club  fines  have 
followed  for  missed  training 
sessions  and  reserve  matches. 


By  Russell  Kempson 
Yet  Evans  now  believes  his 

patience  may  have  paid  off. 

“Stan  hasn't  always  helped 
himself  but  he  seems  to  be 
playing  with  a  smile  on  his 
face  and  not  with  the  worries 
of  the  world  on  his  shoulders," 
Evans  said.  “It’s  nice  to  see 
him  get  a  couple  of  goals,  and 
set  one  up  for  Robbie,  but  he’s 
got  to  do  it  on  a  consistent 
basis. 

“It's  got  to  be  week  in.  week 
Kit,  not  spasmodic.  The  op¬ 
portunity  is  there  for  him  and 
he’s  got  to  put  me  in  a  position 
where  I  can't  leave  him  out" 

For  Frank  Clark,  the  Forest 
manager,  nothing  seems  to  be 1 
going  right  The  dob  is  still  in 
the  confused  throes  of  a  take¬ 
over.  Clark's  future  is  the 
subject  of  widespread  specula¬ 
tion  and  the  defeat  at  Anfidd, 
combined  with  Coventry 
City's  surprise  2-1  win  against 
Newcastle  United  at  Highf&td 
Road,  sent  Forest  bade  to  the 
foot  of  the  Premiership  table. 


Cup  victory  helps 
Fry  to  battle  on 


By  Russell  Kempson 


BARRY  FRY  admits  that  he 
possibly  bit  off  more  than  he 
could  chew  when  joining  Pe¬ 
terborough  United  during  the 
summer  but,  in  typically  ebul¬ 
lient  style,  he  refuses  to  con¬ 
cede  defeat  Even  an  extended 
run  in  the  FA  Cup  is  unlikely 
fa  dear  the  dub's  debt,  which 
amounts  to  about  £25  million, 
yet  he  still  retains  his  re¬ 
nowned  optimism. 

Peterborough,  of  the  Na¬ 
tionwide  League  second  divi¬ 
sion,  overcame  the  potentially 
awkward  hurdle  of  Enfield, 
from  tiie  Ids  League  premier 
division,  by  winning  4-1  in  a 
second-round  replay  at  Lon¬ 
don  Road  on  Tuesday  night  A 
third-round  tie  away  to  Plym¬ 
outh  Argyle  is  their  reward. 

“We're  desperate  for  a  Cup 
run."  Fry  said.  “Plymouth 
should  get  a  gate  of  around 
10,000.  so  we  should  make  a 
bit  of  money  as  well  as  having 
a  good--  chance  of  going 
through.  I  cant  stress  how 
important  the  financial  side  is." 

When  Fry.  dismissed  by 
Birmingham  City  in  May. 
swiftly  reemerged  at  Peter¬ 
borough  as  dub  owner  and 
team  manager,  he  initially 
believed  the  dub's  liabilities 
were  no  more  than  £650,000. 
He  subsequently  discovered 
that  the  calculations  were 
distinctly  on  the  low  side. 

The  £23  million  debt  is 
gradually  being  reduced  —  Lil 


Fuorilio  and  Mick  Hal  sail,  the 
coaches,  were  among  the 
many  cost-cutting  casualties 
—  and  the  sale  of  Martin 
O’Connor,  the  midfield  play¬ 
er.  to  Birmingham  for 
£500.000  has  also  helped  to 
appease  the  bank  manager. 

"I  came  here  as  owner  but, 
now  I  know  the  true  picture. 
iTn  dearly  not,”  Fly  said.  “But 
I  do  fed  responsible  and  if  we 
can  cut  our  doth  accordingly, 
then  ITn  sure  we  can  still  have 
a  very  successful  dub. 

“It  has  disturbed  us  all  but 
weYe  determined  to  put  it 
right  I  Ye  gone  without  wages 
far  six  months  and  put  up  a 
£210X100  guarantee  on  my 
house.  I  don’t  want  to  be 
remembered  as  the  man  who 
came  to  this  dub,  gave  all  the 
promises  to  the  fans  and  then 
took  it  out  of  existence." 

Walsall  and  Burnley  will  try 
again  on  Monday  after  their 
second-round  replay  at  Turf 
Moor  was  abandoned  at  half¬ 
time  because  of  an  electrical 
fault  that  caused  tire  flood¬ 
lights  to  fail.  Walsall  led  1-0 
through  an  eighth-minute 
goal  from  Kyle  Ughtboume. 

“It  seems  unfair  that  well 
have  to  start  again  at  00  after 
we  had  worked  so  hard  to  get 
ourselves  into  a  winning  pos¬ 
ition."  Chris  Nicholl.  the  Wal¬ 
sall  manager,  said.  The 
eventual  victors  will  play 
Liverpool  at  Anfidd. 


... 

FACIX'SIVE  OFFER 

ini;  mils  | 

£2  on  China 


The  Tima,  in association  with,  the  British  Atrndxrrb  gnes 
you  tiie  opportunity  to  get  adiscountoff  the  price  of 


£5..  Times  readers  can  boytkitetefar  £3  each.. 

The  Mysteries  of AndentChind  &  the  first major-.;'- ■ 
Otine^  exhibition  in  London  for  20  years:  It  fodudes  ‘  ' 
spectacular  new  d  isaaveric^  from  'China's  receruly  t^ca- 
yated  royal  tombs 'and  sacnfioal  pats*  -  '  v 

'  All  you  have  to  do  is  preSertt.the  voucher  befow  at  the  ;  : 
exhibition  ticket  kiosk  at  the  British  Museuizri:  A  timed  -  * 
tidfEting  system  is  hi  Operation-  (Rw  friidMfJhfBrnaatiaa  7 ; 
affi  feeBritish  1*.  v  .  ’  Y* 

You  can  use  die  advancefrxricingsy^^  which  a£l 

per  ticket  booking-fee  ^charged,  (Yoa  wiQ  sitiH  saye'&iy 


Please  bring  this  voucher  vothyijur  ticket;. v .  /■  \ 

f  C  A  VF  THEaateiiMES^ 

!  k3/V  Y  A-i  EXHIBITION  VOUCHER 

Mysteries  of  Andent  China,  i  !  * 
sponsored  by  Hie  Times 


This  voucher  entitles  the 
bearer  to  buy  one  ticket  at  the 
discounted  price  of  £3. 

BRITISH 

MUSEUM 


L - - 


CHANGING  TIM  IS 


“We  were'only  2-1  down  at 
half-time  and  stfl!  in  it,"  Clark 
said.  “Then  we  concede 
another  horrendous  goal 
{when  Des  Lyttfe.  the  Forest 
defender,  headed  into  his  own 
net]  and  helped  create  prob¬ 
lems  for  ourselves.  We  fin¬ 
ished  up  being  well  beaten." 

Newcastle's  title  hopes  suf¬ 
fered  a  further  jolt  against 
Coventry,  leaving  Kevin 
Keegan,  the  Newcastle  man¬ 
ager.  apparently  speechless  as 
he  made  a  swift  departure 
from  the  ground  and  refused 
to  talk  to  waiting  reporters. 
His  side  has  taken  only  three 
points  from  their  last  five 
matches. 

Kevin  Richardson,  the  Cov¬ 
entry  midfield  player,  was  not 
so  Shy.  “Newcastle  are  still 
good  enough  to  win  the 
league,"  Richardson,  who  was 
bom  on  Tyneside,  said. 

“This  is  just  a  hiccup  for 
them  and  teams  that  win 
championships  always  have 
hiccups.  They  might  have  one 
or  two  mare  but  they've  got 
some  great  players  and  it's 
really  about  how  they  react 
now. 

They  are  going  to  find  out 
that  teams  who  are  lower 
down  the  table  will  play  twice 
as  hard  against  them.  They 
have  to  be  resilient  and  strong, 
then  their  ability  should  shine 
through." 

Richardson  pinpointed  the 
absence  of  David  Batty, 
because  of  suspension,  as  the 
main  reason  for  Newcastle's 
lacklustre  display. 

“He’S  not  a  glory  boy  burs 
he’s  always  available,"  Rich¬ 
ardson  said.  “He  keeps  things 
moving  and  ticking  over,  pro¬ 
vides  the  simple  passes  that 
might  open  up  situations  and 
gets  a  foot  in  here  and  there. 
They  miss  him.” 

Sheffield  United  moved  into 
joint  leadership  of  the  Nation¬ 
wide  League  first  division, 
with  Bolton  Wanderers,  after 
beating  Crystal  Palace  1-0  at 
Selhurst  Park.  Andy  Walker's 
eleventh  goal  of  the  season, 
shortly  before  half-time, 
proved  enough. 

United^  victory  was  ail  the 
more  creditable  as  they  were 
without  seven,  regular  first- 
team  players. 

“We  knew  we  would  have  to 
battle  hard  but  all  the  lads 
who  came  in  rolled  up  thdr 
sleeves  and  did  a  great  job." 
Howard  Kendall,  the  United 
manager,  said. 

Dave  Bassett,  the  Palace 
manager,  was  less  impressed 
with  his  team,  which  has  not 
won  for  six  matches. 

“We  were  absolutely  appall¬ 
ing.  we  bottled  it,”  be  said, 
after  ordering  extra  training 
for  his  players. 


Collymore  salutes  the  crowd  after  scoring  Liverpool's  first  goal  in  the  4-2  win  over  Nottingham  Forest  at  Anfidd 


Smaller  clubs  may 
scupper  proposals 


CLUBS  from  the  second  and 
third  divisions  of  the  Nation¬ 
wide  League  could  disrupt 
plans  to  restructure  the  Foot¬ 
ball  League  at  an  extraordi¬ 
nary  general  meeting  in 
London  today  (Russell  Kemp¬ 
son  writes).  Many  of  the 
smaller  dubs  believe  that  fee 
radical  recommendations 
could  give  too  much  power  to 
the  larger  first  division  dubs. 

If  passed,  the  proposals 
would  see  the  dismantling  of 
the  league’s  six-man  board  of 
directors.  It  would  be  replaced 
by  an  independently  chaired 
nine-strong  body,  elected  an  a 
regional  and  divisional  basis. 

Gordon  McKeag,  the  league 
president  would  stand  down 
as  board  chairman  and  relin¬ 
quish  his  presidency  at  the  end 
of  the  season.  The  new  board 
would  commission  an  inde¬ 
pendent  report  to  consider  the 
structure  of  the  league  and 
board. 


However,  after  a  prelimi¬ 
nary  meeting  of  32  of  the  48 
second  and  third  division 
dubs  on  Monday,  it  emerged 
that  at  least  13  were  prepared 
to  vote  against  The  proposals 
need  75  per  cent  backing  to  go 
through,  with  19  against  con¬ 
stituting  a  blocking  minority. 

"Setting  up  a  new  board  and 
then  commissioning  a  report 
is  putting  the  cart  before  the 
horse,"  one  chairman  said. 
“What  happens  if  the  report 
comes  out  against  the  new 
structure?  It  would  need  a  75 
per  cent  vote  to  throw  it  out, 
but  if  it  has  tire  backing  of  the 
first  division  dubs,  they  could 
just  ignore  the  findings." 

However,  David  Sheep¬ 
shanks,  tiie  Ipswich  chair¬ 
man.  said:  “As  far  as  I’m 
aware,  it  is  highly  likely  that 
these  proposals  will  go 
through.  1  believe  ami  hope 
that,  if  there  are  dissenting 
voices,  they  will  be  very  few.” 


FA  CUP;  Second-round  replay*:  Burnley  0 
Waisal  1  (match  abandoned  at  taMme. 
aoodwa  taTural:  Peteftxyouqh  UnfIKf  4 
E  nfcfcf  Town  1;  Scunthorpe  LHtod  2 
Wrexham  3  (oat  2-2  a:  BCkntt);  Wycombe 
Wanderers  3  Barnet  2 
FA  CARLING  PREMIERS  HP:  Cowrtiy  City 
2  Newowte  United  1;  Lfcmpod  A  Notting¬ 
ham  Forest  2. 

NATIONWIDE  LEAGUE:  F M  divMon: 
Bradfcrj  0  floating  0;  Crystal  Pain  O 
Sheffield  United  1. 

AUTO  WINDSCREENS  SMBDc  SouSmri 
— Orton:  Rmt  round;  Brighton  3  FUham  2 
(aat  22  at  9Cmirc  Britton  win  on  notion 

9«!)- 

aS-LS  SCOTTISH  LEAGUE:  ’  Premier 
dMslore  Rangers  4  Mknamoek  2-  Fhrt  . 
ctvWon;  Eaal  FMs  T^Xndee  7. 

SPALDMG  CUP:  OuartanM:  Mad aa- 
fleti  1  BramsgrtwaO. 

EUROPEAN  UN0SL21  CHAMPIONSHIP: 
QvaSylng  group  ate  Mata  0  Spain  3. 
PONUNS  CENTRAL  LEAGUE:  Premtar 
*riatarr  Derby  0  Evanon  3;  Oldham  3 
Botan  Z  Second  dMzdorc  Grimsby  2 
Suckpotl. 

JENSON  WESSEX  LEAGUE:  Rial  * 
vision:  Thatchom  Town  1  Romsey  Toon  0. 
TEAGUE  OF  WALES:  Bangor  City  0 
Uanaandbati  2  Newtown  0  Ton  Rertre  a 
NORTH  WEST  COWOIES  LEAGUE  Flrai 
dvWorc  Eteckpooi  Roma  1  Tcsffocd  £ 
Bootle  1  Pn»  4;  Vaufof  GM  0 
Newcastle  Ta*n  1. 

08  LEAGUE  Guanta  Insurance  Cup; 
Thttd  round:  Bedford  2  Heybridge  Swifts  1 
(am y.  Kkiostonian  2  Barateed  1  faefl; 
Leighton  Town  0  Borehmn  Wood  2;  St 

A&tots  2  Harrow  4:  Sutton  United  3  Tending 

2;  WoUngham  1  Bognor2.  PremiarcfvWorc 

ChBrtsay  2  Canhstion  3.  Second  ffivtatan: 

Efcpwre2 WNerftoe  0;  Etfiam  1  MatropoB- 

CALOR  COUNTY  ANTRIM  SMELD:  Sec¬ 
ond  round:  Gtomran  0  CSftamffie  0  {bet: 


CMtareffie  won  5-4  on  pens).  Portadown  3 
UnMdZ 

FA  CARLS8EBG  VASE  TWrd-romd  re- 
ptwe  SeCron  Walden  1  Sorting  3;  Ekatam 

1  Coir  Bow  and  Ronitod  1.  • 

DR  MARTBIS  LEAGUE  CUP:  Second 
round:  Nuwaton  1  Burton  Z  Reddtoh 
Uniad  0  Hateaowai  a  Second  rotrod 
raployK  Forest  Green  4  Trotvbridge  Z  RC 
Warwick  2  Worcester  T;  Witney  T  Matttwr  2. 
MINERVA  SOUTH  MIDLANDS  LEAGUE 
OTMenlMcKonzie  Butohare  Premier  Cup: 
Quartor-Unai,  fret  lag:  Wbhwn  Garten  Ciy 

2  Buddnattoii  AtMBUc  2. 

UNIBOND  LEAGUE  CUE  Second  round: 
Spanrrymoor  United  4  Harrogate  Town  X. 
Second-round  replay:  Ltecotn  UnCed  2 
Wartsop  1.  ThW  round:  Getnsbortxnh 
TrirrtyS  FitoMeyA#!  0:  MsUocfc  1  GJodoy  4; 

BadcaBe  Borough  2  Bmurl.  ’■>  . 

UMJET  SUSSEX  LEAGUE  John  O’Ham 
League  Cup:  Sacdndround  replay:  East 
Grtnttoad  1  Ffingmer  2  TNrd  round: 
Arundel  3  Safcey  3  (pan.  Brat  dhtdorc 
Rabhan  3  Shonaham,2:  Paacehaven  and 
Teficombe  1  Langnay  Sparta  1. 

FA1  HARP  LAGS)  LEAGUE  Cl**:  HnaL 
•*  lag:  Gatoar  Unitad  3  Co*  CBy  1 . 
NORTI«W  COUNTIES  EAST  LEAGUE 
Premier  (Mdon:  Arnold  2  Sdby  Z  OfK 
THrd  round:  Amdopa  Weriare  0  Ossete 
Town  3;  AshAeti  UnSad  0  Gfcsshou^aon 
Watare  1;  BSdaOlh  Weffaiv  1  BnggTmvn  1; 
Norto  Farfcy.  Unted  T  LoiJh  Urvtad  3 
Osmte  Atotan  0  Hucteal  2;  Poffiatatt 
Cattery  3  Harrogate  Rangera  3 
JENSON  LEAGUE  Prandar  dhiWon: 
Fafastow  P  ST  1  Hadtoigh  Unteed  1;  Great 
Yamouth  2  Lowestoft  £  March  To*n  United 
0NewtnarteL0;WartMys3WattDn  United  1. 
SCHOOLS  MATCHES:  FA  Planter  Leaaua 
Undar-tft  Dertwahin  2.  Nor- 
4.  Undor-18  repmaenUnm 
0  Ausbaian  Tourida  3 
Nbttn^nm  Hawtdna  Undar-16  Op:  Hnat 
Boctet.  West  Bridgatard  7  Gantuldy 
Mansfield  1.  ' 


BY  OUR  SPORTS  STAFF 

CELTICS  title  challenge  was 
washed  out  again  ^st  njfeas 

their  away  match  against 
SSfe^nlfoe  AtWetfc 
p^moned  for  the  tiurd 
STwere  left  tackn^  to 
heels  as  the  East  End  Park 
pitch  failed  a  3pm  inspection, 
five  hours  before  the  sched¬ 
uled  kkk-off. 

■Waterlogging  put  paid  to 
the  fixture  after  incesrant  rain 
in  the  fife  area  and  across 
Scotland  throughout  fee  day. 
Ice  led  to  the  first  call-on  on 
Saturday,  November  ^. 
Then,  on  Tuesday  December  3 
a  blizzard  wiped  out  the  game 
barely  90  minutes  before  the 
kick-off.  . 

Celtic  were  looking  to  start 
pegging  back  a  J4-point  lead 
established  at  the  top  by 
Rangers  as  the  Old  Firm 
battle  for  the  championship.. 
East  End  Park  was  to  have 

been  fee  first  of  three  matches 

in  hand,  with  two  others, 
against  Kilmarnock  and  Rajth 
Rovers,  rearranged  for  Janu¬ 
ary  8  and  14  respectively. 

No  date  has  yet  been  ar¬ 
ranged  for  fee  match,  with  the 
Scottish  League  only  able  to 
say  it  will  be  “some  time  in 
January". 

Critic  will  now  lose  Paolo  Di 
Canio  for  the  match  against 
Dundee  United  at  Parkhead 
on  Saturday.  Di  Canio  was 
about  to  serve  a  one-match 
.ban  against  Raith  Rovers  last 
Saturday,  but  that  game  was 
caked  off  because  of  interna¬ 
tional  calls  and  it  was  carried 
over  to  last  night  Now  it  has 
been  held  over  again. 

Phil  O’Donnell  had  been 
expected  to  make  his  third 
appearance  of  the  season  at 
Dunfermline,  four  months 
after  tiie  first  two.  Now  his 
comeback  could  be  in  front  of 
50,000  supporters  against 
United  on  Saturday. 

Heart  of  Midlothian  are 
battimg  against  an  injury 
crisis  before  the  hone  game 
against  Rangers  on  Saturday 
but  at  least  there  is  some  good 
news  about  Gary  Lock,  their 
captain. 

Locke,  who  sustained  knee 
ligament  damage  in  the  Scot¬ 
tish  Cup  final  last  May.  when 
Hearts  were  beaten'  5-1  by 
Rangers,  is  on  fee  road  fa 
recovery.  He  was  due  to  play 
today  in  a  reserve  match 
against  Kilmarnock  at  Muss¬ 
elburgh  but  the  match  has 
been  postponed. 

Jim  Jefferies,  fee  Hearts 
manager,  has  several  doubts 
for  the  match  against  Rang-' 
ers. 

Bruno  is  suspended,  while 
McPherson  and  Salvatori  are 
out  for  long  spells.  And  there 
There  are  doubts,  too,  over 
Ritchie.  McManus,  Bedcford, 
McCann  and  the  new  signing, 
Hamilton.  However,  Rousset, 
die  goalkeeper,  is  expected  to 
bel 


RUGBY  UNION:  FORMER  ARGENTINA  STAND-OFF  TAKES  DIPLOMATIC  INITIATIVE  IN  SEARCH  OF  TECHNICAL  ASSISTANCE 


Porta  pursues  strong  sporting  links 


By  David  Hands 

RUGBY  CORRESPONDENT 

ONE  by-product  of  the  inter¬ 
national  between  England 
and  Argentina  on  Saturday 
was  a  meeting  this  week 
between  the  ministers  for 
sport  of  the  respective  coun¬ 
tries.  It  gave  Hugo  Pbrta,  the 
former  Argentina  stand-off 
half,  who  was  his  country’s 
ambassador  in  South  Africa 
before  taking  up  his  present 
position,  die  chance  to  present 
fa  Iain  Sproat  a  framework 
document  designed  to  encour¬ 
age  sporting  contacts. 

Sproat.  the  Minister  for 
Sport,  will  discuss  tiie  docu¬ 
ment's  contents  wife  fee 


Sports  Council  and  the  For¬ 
eign  Office,  but  a  spokesman 
said  it  was  likely  he  would  be 
keen  to  implement  some  of  its 
suggestions,  along  similar 
lines  fa  the  technical  assis¬ 
tance  already  rendered  to  such 
countries  as  South  Africa. 

Porta,  in  a  three-year  period 
of  office  as  his  country's  Secre¬ 
tary  of  Sport,  series  to  estab¬ 
lish  a  regular  series  of 
exchanges,  not  rally  in  rugby 
but  across  fee  whole  sporting 
spectrum. 

The  Argentina  rugby  party 
was  particularly  impressed 
wife  fee  reception  it  received 
in  Plymouth  a  fortnight  ago. 
before  its  match  with  the 
Combined  Services,  where 


guests  of  honour  included  the 
Duke  of  York,  a  combatant  in 
the  Falkiands  War  14  years 
ago,  and  Simon  Weston,  the 
soldier  so  badly  burnt  burned 
during  the  conflict  Clearly 
they  seek  greater  contact  in 
rugby  terms,  at  dub  and 
provincial  level. 

Porta  perceives  sportsmen 
as  offering  role  models  for 
youngsters.  “Sport  has  to  be 
considered  very  much  in  the 
social  context  in  Argentina," 
he  said  “and  the  picture  of  the 
country  has  changed  a  lot 
since  England’s  last  rugby 
visit  in  1990. 

“We  have  had  many  techni¬ 
cal  visitors  from  Spain  and 
Italy  to  help  our  sporting 


federations.  Now  that  our 
economic  situation  has  stab¬ 
ilised  we  are  able  to  plan  in  the 
long  term,  probably  as:  much 
as  20  years,  and  our  aim  is  to 
ensure  that  all  political  parties 
will  accept  that  kind  of 
planning."  • 

The  match  at  Twickenham 
was  televised  live  in  Argenti¬ 
na,  where  rugby  ranks  third 
in  popularity,  after  football 
and  basketball.  The  reception 
for  tire  result,  20-18  to  Eng¬ 
land,  will  have  been  far  warm¬ 
er  than  it  was  here  and 
will  encourage  hopes  of  suc¬ 
cess  when  England  visit  next 
May  for  a  five-match  tour,  of 
which  two  will  be  inter¬ 
nationals. 


Nottingham  look  to 
Pearce’s  experience 


GARY  PEARCE,  the  former 
England  prop,  will  make  his 
debut  for  Nottingham  in  their 
Pflkington  Cup  fifth-round  tie 
against  London  Scottish  at 
Beeston  on  Saturday  (David 
Hands  writes).  Pearce,  capped 
37  times  between  1979  and 
1991,  joined  from  Northamp¬ 
ton  last  week  and  dearly  be¬ 
lieve  —  as  does  another  for¬ 
mer  England  prop,  Jeff  Pro-' 
byn  —  that  life  begins  at  40. 

Probyn  fe-amang  Bedford's 
recruits  this  season  and 
Pearce  will  bring  a  similar 
weight  of  experience  to  Not¬ 
tingham,  who.  despite  their 
place  at  fee  foot  of  the 


Courage  Clubs  Championship 
second  division,  have  been- 
encouraged  by  the  deal  struck 
this  month  with  a  local  busi¬ 
ness  consortium  that  assures 
an  annual  cash  injection  erf 
£100000. 

Northampton  have  re¬ 
signed  themselves  to  bring 
without  Matthew  Dawson, 
the  England  scrum  half  last 
season,  for  two  months.  Daw¬ 
son  required  keyhole  surgery 
on  the  knee  ligaments  feat  he 
damaged  while  playing  for 
England  A  against  Argentina 
last  week,  and  faces  a  fort¬ 
night  in  plaster  and  a  further 
two  weeks  in  a  leg  brace. 


The  priceless  sportsman  who  gave  himself  away 


England  continued 
against  Argentina,  un¬ 
comfortably.  to  come 
to  terms  wife  a  changed  team, 
a  changed  captain  and,  most 
of  alL  a  changed  era  in  fee 
game  of  rugby  union.  They 
are  professionals,  some  earn¬ 
ing  six-figure  sums  a  year.  I 
wonder  if  they  will  experi¬ 
ence.  and  give,  the  pleasure 
that  personified  so  much  of 
the  era  now  gone  for  ever. 
Cotainly  they  did  not  last 
Saturday  at  Twickenham. 
The  question  is  prompted 


Cliff  Morgan,  who  has 
been  to  rugby,  and  sport,  what 
Danny  Bfanchfiower  was  to 
football:  skilful,  educated, 
competitive:  articulate,  sport¬ 
ing.  amusing,  compassionate, 
a  man  iff  principle.  His  life, 
and  fee  way  he  recounts  ft, 
says  so  much  about  the  values 
of  sport,  so  many  of  which 
have  perished  in  fee  past  60 
years. 


The  revelation  of  his  stray, 
which  Geoffrey  Nicholson 
hdps  him  to  tefl,  is  two-fold: 
feat  for  all  his  fame;  with 
Cardiff,  Wales  and  the  British 
Isles,  and  then  as  broadcaster 
and  Head  of  Outride  Broad¬ 
casts  for  fee  BBC  he  node 
lithe  money;  and  feat  the 

stroke  he  suffered  in  1972 
crippled  bis  movement  and 
his  speech  more  severely  than 
his  peripheral  friends  knew. 
His  successful  struggle  to 
recover  his  faculties  was  a 
triumph  that  exceeded  any¬ 
thing  he  did  on  the  rugby 
field. 

Everything  in  rugby  today 
has  a  price  tag:  an  internation¬ 
al  cap,  a  dub  first-team  place, 
a  signature,  a  speech,  a  “so¬ 
cial"  appearance.  One  of  Mor¬ 
gan’s  virtues  is  fee  honesty  of 
his  self-exposure.  “I  wanted  to 
be  liked ...  as  a  result.  I  gave 
myself  away."  Now  66,  having 
retired  in  1958  wife  29  Wales 
caps  at  stand-off  half,  a  record 


David  Miller  on  the  Welsh  rugby  idol 
whose  values  personify  a  bygone  era 


at  fee  time,  he  has  almost  no 
remaining  personal  memen¬ 
tos.  “I  gave  away  all  my 
souvenirs  to  better  causes 
than  nostalgia,”  he  said. 

For  years.  Cliff  as  be  is  to 
all,  regularly  spoke  at  func¬ 
tions  for  no  more  than  a  slap 
on  the  bade  for  good-time 
dinner-friends  who  evaporat¬ 
ed  when  he  was  side  and 
broke.  It  is  reassuring  to  hear 
of  loyal  friends  such  as  David 
Coleman's  wife,  who  helped 
to  nurse  him  bade  to  health, 
and  benefactors  like  Jack 
Solomon,  who  sent  a  cheque 
for  £2,000.  It  was  never 
cashed. 

At  fee  time  of  his  stroke, 
after  a  commentary  for  the 
British  Forces  Broadcasting 
Services  in  Germany,  Nuala, 
his  wife,  who  at  one  time  had 


help  to  balance  the  books, _ 

to  borrow  money  for  the  air 
fare  to  be  at  his  hospital 
bedside.  And  this  was  a 
national  hero. 

In  1955,  Morgan  starred  in 
fee  British  Isles’  23-22  victory 
at  EDis  Park,  Johannesburg, 
■which  Danie  Craven  the  late 
doyen  of  South  African  rugby, 
regarded  as  the  greatest 
match  played.  A  crowd  of 
96,000,  in  temperatures  reach¬ 
ing  80F.  saw  tiie  Lions  for 
spired  by  the  likes  of 
Butterfield,  O’Reilly,  Phfl  Da¬ 
vies  and  Jeeps. 

Yet  Morgan  soberly  reflects 
on  the  relative  standards  of 
then  and  now;  the  fact  that 
today’s  tactical  strategic  plan¬ 
ning  has  made  redundant, 
sadly*  fee  spontaneity  of  his 


time,  such  as  fee  celebrated 
instruction  of  Barry  John  to 
the  equally  legendary  Gareth 
Edwards  at  scrum  balk  “You 
throw  it,  iH  catch  ft.” 

His  era.  Morgan  admits, 
might  -  physically  have 
matched  that  of  J.  P.  R.  Wil¬ 
liams,  Bennett  Gerald  Da¬ 
vies,  John,  Edwards  and 
subsequent  famous  teams, 
“but  we  wouldn't  have  coped 
at  their  best  We  relied  on 
individualism." 

Tfre  massive  packs  of  today, 
with  their  number-coded 
.  lineout  and  scrummage  tac¬ 
tics.  would  have  trampled  on 
Morgan’s  amateur,  and  ama¬ 
teurish.  contemporaries.  “On 
the  1955  tour,  we  had  no 
coach,  no  doctor,  no  physio. 
Jeff  [Butterfield,  at  full  back}, 
who'd  .  done  PE  at  Lough¬ 
borough.  was  in  charge  of  our 
fitness." 

The  sense  of  glory  arid 
sportsmanship  shines  bright¬ 
ly.  When  Morgan  gained  his 


first  cap,  his  mother,  scrub¬ 
bing  die  kitchen  floor  at 
home,  leapt  to  ho-  feet  on 
bearing  fee  radio,  forgetting 
she  was  under  the  sink, 
knocking  herself  out  cokL 

Morgan's  match  “fee"  was 
rather  less  than  for  those  who 
walked  out  last  Saturday-  His 
bus  fare  expenses  were  four 
shillings  and  eight  pence 
C23rt. 

There  are  those  wtfo  think  a 
speech  from  Cliff  Morgan 
nothing  more  than  another  bit 
of  soppy  Welsh  romanticism. 
For  some  of  us.  the  musk  of 
Ms  chorister’s  voice,  the  pas¬ 
sion  for  the  poetry  of  words 
that  be  learnt  at  school  in 
Iferaries — “a  sindl  as  dfatinc- 
tive  as  the  smell  iff  Africa",  it 
seldom  fails  to  touch  the 
heart  V  _ 

O  Beyond  The  Fields  Of 
Ptoy,  by  Cliff  Morgan  with 
Geoffrey  Nicholson  (Hodder 
and  Stoughton,  CI8.9& 
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equestrianism 

Late  entry  makes 


victoiy  on  Scandal 


PAUL  DARRAGH.  of  Ire¬ 
land,  who  gained  a  last- 
minute  entry  to  the  Olympia 
Show  Jumping  champion¬ 
ships  after  winning  the  World 
Cup  qualifier  in  Seville  ten 
days  ago.  made  a  rousing  start 
to  the  show  when  he  and  the 
eight-year-old.  Scandal,  rele¬ 
gated  Michael  Whitaker,  of 
Britain,  on  Ashley,  to  second 
place  in  the  qpening  Christ¬ 
mas  Candle  Stakes  by  Uttsec. 

The  Australian-bred  Scan¬ 
dal  is  one  of  two  horses  that 
Darragh  is  training  for  Prin¬ 
cess  Haya,  of  Jordan,  in  the 
hope  that  one  of  them  wfll  be 
suitable  for  her  to  ride  at  the 
Olympic  Games  in  Sydney. 
Darragh  rates  his  Seville  win¬ 
ner,  Sarah,  a  more  suitable 
ride  for  his  pupil  but  in 
January,  he  was  reluctantly 
persuaded  to  buy  the  thor¬ 
oughbred  Scandal.  “She  told 
me  that  every  Princess  should 
have  a  scandal."  Darragh 
said. 

The  organisers’  decision  to 
make  the  opening  class  at 
Olympia  one  of  three  qualify¬ 
ing  events  for  the  inaugural 
Vink  Masters  tonight,  which 
offers  a  maximum  possible 
prize  of  £21,000.  produced  a 
heightened  sense  of  occasion. 

Rodrigo  Pessoa,  of  Brazil,  a 
team  bronze  medal-winner  in 
Atlanta,  gained  the  first  dear 
round  on  Loro  Pi  ana  Bianca 
D’Amoiy.  Whitaker,  riding  in 
the  maroon  colours  of  his  new 
sponsor,  Virtual  Village, 


By  Jenny  MacArthur 

promptly  knocked  more  than 
two  seconds  off  his  time  with  a 

faultless  performance  on 
Ashley. 

Darragh.  who  is  rompeting 

at  the  snow  for  the  first  time 
since  1982,  took  up  the  chall¬ 
enge.  Scandal  is  not  an  easy 
mare  —  she  had  to  stop  racing 
at  fiye  when  die  refused  to 
load  info  the  starting,  stalls  — 
but  she  is  not  short  on  ability. 
Darragh  turned  her  in  so 
sharply  to  the  eighth  fence 
that  she  had  to  jump  from  two 


TTw  Christmas  Corxfi*  States;  1. 
Scandal  (P  Dammh.  Ira)  0  faults  in 52.94; 
2.  Virtual VffiageA&ey  (M  WMaker. GB)  0 
in  54.76: 3.  San  Pangnana  Wetosthvsj  (F 
Stoottraafc.  Gar)  0  to  S5.98.  The  Petplan 
FamSy  Pairs  Ratay:  1.  The  Toumiaina 
Hose  (P  Funnel)  and  Conwx  (W  Funrefi 
68-28;  2,  Anon  (ABradtey)  and  Gcrton's 

DwptHw?82l Wt£ 
VOaga  Star  Cindara  (RWritakBQ  7083. 


strides,  a  feat  that  drew 
instant  applause  from  the 
spectators.  Romping  home  in 
a  tone  of  52.94sec  Darragh 
confirmed  that  she  is  "nothing 
if  not  genuine". 

Sloothaak.  whose  German- 
bared  mare  Wdhaiwq  —  the 
horse  on  which  he  became 
world  champion  —  would  be 
well  suited  to  The  Masters 
competition,  made  a  bold  at¬ 
tempt  to  match  Darragh’s 
time  but  finished  some  three 
seconds  adrift  His  compatri- 


-  at  Lodger  Beerbaum,  the 
former  Olympic  champion, 
had  a  steadier  dear  round  on 
the  German-bred  -Future,  fin¬ 
ishing  in  seventh  place. 

Nick  Skelton,  of  Britain, 
who  was  given  a  rapturous 
reception  by  the  crowd, 
dropped  out  of  contention 
when  his  new  Dutch-bred 
horse,  Virtual  Village  Zaira, 
incurred  four  faults  at  the 
second  fence.  Geoff  Biflington, 
Britain’s  highest-placed  rider 
in  Atlanta,  found  himself  out 
of  step  with  Solitaire,  who  had 
eight  faults  aver  the  I  Hence 
course. 

-Earlier,  Prppa  Funnefl,  the 
event  rider,  survived  her  worst 
attack  of  nerves  since  her 
Badminton  debut  to  win  The 
Fetplan  Family  Pairs  Relay 
with  her  husband.  William. 
Going  first  in  the  competition. 
for  which  riders  had  to  qualify 
in  events  held  throughout  the 
year,  Pippa  jumped  a  fast 
dear  round  on  Atm  Burnet’s 
The  Tourmaline  Rose  before 
handing  over  the  baton  to 
William. 

He  rode  a  blistering  round 
on  his  top  showjumper. 
Comex,  to  finish  in  66.26sec. 

Alison  Bradley,  Nick  Skel¬ 
ton’s  former  stable  jockey, 
riding  with  her  fiancee,  Mich¬ 
ael  Jones,  took  second  place. 
Louise  and.  Robert  Whitaker, 
the  children  of  the  internation¬ 
al  showjumper,  John  Whit¬ 
aker,  did  superbly  to  come 
third. 


Pessoa,  of  Brazil,  gaining  the  first  dear  round  on  Loro  Piana  Bianca  D’Amroy 


BOXING 


Golota  may  agree  to  a 
bout  of  psychoanalysis 


SNOOKER:  ELECTION  COULD  TRANSFORM  ROLE  OF  GOVERNING  BODY 

Doyle  prepared  to  support  Williams 


ANDREW  GOLOTA  is  hop¬ 
ing  to  revive  his  career  with  a 
match  against  another  former 
world  heavyweight  champion, 
but  only  after  a  bout  of 
psychoanalysis.  Golota  has 
admitted  he  may  take  up  foe 
suggestion  by  Lou  Thrva.'his 
co-trainer,  of  seeing  a  psychia¬ 
trist  after  being  disqualified 
for  foe  second  time  in  five 
months  against  Riddick  Bowe 
for  a  series  of  low  blows. 

The  Chicago-based  Pole  is 
still  unable  to  explain  his 


moment  of  madness  when  he 
was  one  round  away  from  a 
near-certain  victoiy  on  Satur¬ 
day. 

Golota,  who  was  nursing  a 
burst  eardrum  from  foe  bout, 
said  he  would  welcome  foe 
‘chance  of  *.  meeting  '  Tim 
Witherspoon,  foe  former 
World  Boxing  Council  and 
World  Boxing  Association 
.champion-  He  said:  “I  want  to 
fight  the  best  and  not  waste 
time  on  those  who  are  just 
dirabing  foe  rankings." 


By  Pirn.  Yates 

THE  most  bitter  power  strug¬ 
gle  in  the  politically  turbulent 
history  of  snooker  comes  to  a 
head  today  with  what  is 
expeaed  fo  be  a  stormy  annu¬ 
al  meeting  of  the  governing 
body,  the  World  Professional 
JfilEards  and  Snooker  Associ¬ 
ation  tWFBSA),  at  foe  Marri¬ 
ott  Hotel.  Bristol; 

Two  members  of  the 
WPBSA  board  of  directors, 
John  Spencer  and  Bill  Oliver, 
were  originally  up  for  re- 
election.  but  last  month  Spen¬ 


cer.  a  board  member  for  25 
years,  resigned  from  that  seat 
and  from  foe  chairmanship  of 
foe  association. 

-  Before  stepping  '  down, 
.Spencer  had  been  heavily 
criticised  by  Ian-  Doyle,  the 
outspoken  manager  of  Ste¬ 
phen  Hendry  and  head  of  the 
Team '  GdeZ  Capital  stable. 
Which  indudes  11  other  lead¬ 
ing  players. 

Doyle,  who  is  scathing 
about  foe  board,  believes  that 
foe  game  would  greatly  bene¬ 
fit  from  the  introduction  of  a 
management  structure  that 


would  remove  its  day-today 
running  from  foe  hands  of 
retired  players,  who  make  up 
the  majority  of  WPBSA  direc¬ 
tors.  This  would  reduce  the 
board’s  number  of  meetings 
and  transform  its  role  into 
that  of  watchdog. 

To  this  end,  Doyle  is  sup¬ 
porting  Rex  Williams,  a  for¬ 
mer  WPBSA  chairman,  for 
election.  Williams  has  de¬ 
clared  an  intention,  if  success¬ 
ful,  to  institute  a  personnel 
overhaul  and  make  the  ap¬ 
pointment  of  a  chief  executive 
his  top  priority. 


Those  opposed  to  the 
present  administration  point 
to  dissent  on  a  number  of 
fronts,  particularly  the  failure 
to  attract  sponsorship  for  two 
recent  events,  the  Grand  Prix 
and  United  Kingdom  champ¬ 
ionship,  which  both  received 
extensive  coverage  by  the 
BBC 

□  Paul  Hunter,  18,  of  Leeds, 
has  been  awarded  the  spon¬ 
sor’s  wild-card  invitation  to 
compete  in  the  Benson  and 
Hedges  Masters  at  Wembley 
Conference  Centre  in  Febru¬ 
ary. 
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Women’s  tour  goes 
east  for  new  season 

THE  European  women's  golf  tour  will  break  new  ground 
next. year,  wiih  tournaments  in  Turkey,  Poland  and  the 
Cz“h..?ePuJ;,1>c  However,  there  will  be  no  Welsh.  Spanish 
or  Sicilian  Opens.  Anolher  new  event  is  the  world  matchplay 
championship,  to  be  staged  at  a  venue  yet  to  be  derided, 
from  October  2  to  5.  the  week  before  the  well-established 
men's  equivalent  at  Wentworth. 


Tr.,,  .  ■  iLnwi.1  up<n  Artajji  Oaofaar  2-5  .iter. d  rarenpKH 

cramfwnslio  vtnua  24-26;  At  r i&nse  Open  Gtajufe 

England  moving  up 

FOOTBALL:  England  are  twelfth  in  the  final  monthly 
IJJpdd  rankings  of  the  year  issued  by  Fifa,  the  ruling  body. 
The  position  represents  no  change  from  November,  but 
signifies  a  rise  of  nine  places  from  the  position  of  21st  they 
held  at  the  end  of  1995.  a  more  made  possible  by  reaching 
the  semi-finals  of  the  European  championship. 


Soutfi  Mica.  20,  Zarr.ifcA  others:  29.  Sco'jjnc  3d  ti.  tizrsen.  O, 

Wafcc 

Harris  answers  call 

RUGBY  LEAGUE:  lestyn  Harris,  of  Warrington,  and 
Chris  Smith,  of  Castieford,  haw  answered  the  call  from 
Andy  Gregory,  the  Great  Britain  nines  coach.  Gregory 
named  a  14-strong  party  on  Friday  for  the  World  Super 
League  Nines  competition  starting  on  January  31  in 
Australia,  only  to  find  two  key  members  of  the  squad  hare 
withdrawn  through  injury.  Paul  Scullhorpe.  the  Warring¬ 
ton  forward,  and  Tony  Smith,  the  Castleford  half  back,  will 
undergo  operations  soon. 

Cazalet  captures  title 

RACKETS:  Edward  Cazalet,  of  Etoa  won  foe  public 
schools  championship  colts'  event  with  an  impressive 
victory  over  Rupert  Wilcox,  of  Harrow,  despite  dropping  the 
opening  game.  Cazalet,  the  losing  finalist  in  the  junior  colts 
event  last  year  and  a  member  of  a  well-known  rackets- 
playing  dynasty,  looked  foe  most  stylish  player  of  his  age 
group.  Guy  Smith-Bingham.  his  fellow  Etonian,  had  an 
easier  passage  to  the  final  of  the  Foster  Cup  senior 
championship,  defeating  David  Hill  in  straight  games. 

Indurain  bides  his  time 

CYCLING:  Miguel  Indurfiin.  five  times  a  winner  of  the 
Tour  de  France,  may  retire  next  season  if  the  Once  team 
cannot  raise  $10  million  (about  £6  million)  from 
sponsorship  to  pay  his  salary.  It  was  reported  yesterday  that 
the  Spaniard.  32,  had  refused  to  re-sign  for  his  Banesto  team 
and  was  negotiating  with  Once,  whose  leading  riders  are  the 
Frenchman.  Laurent  Jalabert  and  Alex  Zulle.  of  Switzer¬ 
land.  The  Madrid  daily  newspaper,  El  Pais,  daimed  that 
Indurain  would  compete  in  the  Tour  de  France  and  Tour  of 
Spain  next  year  if  he  joined  Once. 

Campbell  a  union  man 

RUGBY  UNION:  Stewart  Campbell  has  become  foe  latest 
leading  player  to  sign  a  full-time  contract  with  the  Scottish 
Rugby  Union.  The  move  brings  the  number  of  “ profession¬ 
al”  players  on  the  union’s  books  to  45.  The  24-year-old 
Melrose  lock,  who  has  won  13  Scotland  caps,  resumed 
playing  recently  after  suffering  a  knee  injury  at  the 
beginning  of  foe  season. 
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BASKETBALL 

NATIONAL  ASSOCIATION  (NB«:  txteno 
103  Mtorni  89;  TorartD  97  New  Jne y  88: 
Now  York  99  Utah  94;  Chariot*  S3 
Ptdactajphia  B4;  Chrarao  129  LA  LofeKS 
1 23  (OT|;  AJterta  1 0B  Mias  73;  Setae  123 
Golden  Stale  83:  Vancouver  93  Houston  32 

BOXING 

DONCASTER  Commonwealth  feather¬ 
weight  championship  Il2mcter  Jon  Jo 
Hvrin  (Doncaster,  holds')  bl  Bek  Raynor 
(Ausi  pts  PaaUienmiigt*  (Bmcte)’  Acnerd 
Evan  (Cowrtiyl  bt  Andrew  Robreor 
(Barefeghan)  rse  2nd Cmbwawgrt 
(fimeb)-  Da iron  Corbett  (BattasC  bt  CMb 
Wootoa  (Doncaster)  isc  3rd. 

BETHNAL  GREEN:  Southern  ares  light- 
heavyweight  ehsmpkxidilp  tiandsl: 
Monty  Wr®ht  (Stavenage)  bt  EdclJe  Knight 
(Ashford}  r$c  5th.  Wafte*w<gtlt  (BrAdsT  Pal 

Nwojt  (Chatham)  W  Lyndon  Kershaw 
(HaWax)  recall. 

CRICKET 

PERTH:  Mercantile  Mutusri  Cup(S0 
Western  Austria  210-8  (TM  Uoody  102 
mteuf).  South  Australia  171  (Moody  4-30). 

EQUESTRIANISM 

OLYMPIA:  Qtympfe  Cha 

Christmas  Candle  Statae  l. 

Darragh,  be)  clear.  JSaWseG^ 

Stodhaak.  Get)  dear.  K98  Ptfptei 
FamSy  Petra  Relay:  L  The  Tajmaflna 
Rosep  Fume*)  and  C^nwepWRurenB*) 
MQRftar-  9.  Anon  (A  Bradfey)  and  Got 
WfMJoneaj^^iCtoi^ 


ICE  HOCKEY 

NATIONAL  LEAGUE  (NHJ:  Hartford  5  Si 


football 

KWwyf  730  unless  sated  .. 

AVON  INSURANCE 

(Mam  Arsenal  »  Wmbtedon  go). 
Southampton  v  West  Ham  [M  StapSowooa 
Matchwood} 

PONTWS  LEAGUE 

Stockport v  Stoke  Ittf  StoteOwFa  W 
Group  four  Scuntfxxp0  v  Grtrisoy  (n.«4. 
FAI  HARP  LAGER 

Premier  dvWon:  Home  Famt  vaiammoi 

FA  YOUTH  CUP:  Saeond-found  reptay: 
LumnvOJttotdUniMO-  _ 

SCHOOLS  MMOL  B^|ohS*oois 
FuJHm  Trophy:  Fourth  round: 
Chaatire  w  Hartoc  F-^O- 

OTHER  SPORT 

EQUESTRIANISM:  OJympfi  Champ- 
tonehiw  WOycW- 
POOL:  Maaoohi  Cup:&^«I'Amen<:a 
Wnfrba*  datienga  (at  Dagenham). 
SWIMMING:  ASA  national  wirter  ctarp- 
orrehip(flt  Sheffield)- 


De  ycmWitw 

in  Father 

Christina*? 

«  Findouttoday,';. 


Loris  S  NY  Mandm  4  Los  Angetos  3; 
BostofiBPtotagh4;Cokjfodo4l5etrDll3; 
Phoenix  4  WasMngton  3;  Toronto  S  San 
JoaeS. 

MOSCOW:  tovotla  Cup:  Canada  1  Sure- 
dan  5;  fttssta  3  Finland  1 
NAGANO:  Nagano  Cup:  Finland  7  Fiance 
0;  Japan  4  Canada  4  (Japan  won  1-0  In 


RACKETS 


AToas  til  P  Johnson  Sfl.  7-B.  9-7.  &-7,  M. 
M  Blowre  tost  to  N  Taylor  7-9. 9-6. 3-9, 9-8, 
7-9);  BraAoune  0  BDs  Stoctotokoro 
UngSuid  3  (Bnwbouno  nameo  fine  R 
Durbach  kat  to  P  Mool  8-9,  4-9.  Me  S 
Cowfe  tost  to  S  Maids  2-9.  7-9.  9-7.  5*  P 
Guitar  kw  »  T  Germ  M.  7-B.  4-Bj: 
EDshOp'a  Storttord  0  ICL  UonHerts  3 
iBWtop'B  Stordotd  J  NktolBbai  toC  Walter 
B-10.  5-9.  8-7.  6-9.  R  Goddefl  tost  to  D 
Jenson  69.  8-9.  9-7,  4-9:  B  Fad  too  to  J 
Weftngc  9.5,  7-9.  -L9. 54) 


TENNIS 


NORDIC  SKIING 


POOLS  DIVIDENDS 

UTTLEWOODS:  Tiabto  chance  (fen  dan- 
donds  orty):  24pts  £140  65.  23  C6  90  Hafl- 
Ume-  E^UOOtTFou  draws:  El 55  10 
homes  (paid  on  nlna) :  C127.9a  Five  sways: 
£8.0*4. 

£43  55. 
rule  4  4) 
rid  ham 
monies 
Framer 


rnfria 


SETTERS:  Treble  chanoo  (tno  dMdends 
only]:  24pts  £1140. 23  £0.80  Four  drws: 
£3*0  Egta  homes  (paid  on  seven): 
£22.40.  Four aways (ptnon three)'  CSS  SO 
Super 7: £190 20  Fkstft  15pts£S4&30, 14 
£3.90. 13  Cl  IS.  Lucky  numbers-  SB  1018 
26  7  35. 


RUGBY  UNION 

PJLMNGTON  CUP:  Fourth  round:  Lydnay 
15  Newbuy  28  (Newbwy  «rrey  to 
LeicestBr}. 

HART  GXJUORE  FOUR  'COUNTS 
CHAWtoNSrtP:  Worcastor  and  Herefard 
27  Shropshire  13. 

SQUASH 


THE  tSI»  TIMES 


RACING 
CaH^91500 123 

kendo 

Can  0891 100 123 

Calls  cost:  BT  (0891)  4Sp  per  nun 

cheap  raft  50p  per  mra  at  all  oth¬ 
er  times. 


BT  GLOBAL  CHALLENGE  T" 

latest  posrnons 

Second' teg'  ^ 

Rio deJanriro  ...  *  ^  14.:  - 


'  ftewntter  -  v; V  ,  i30r> 

; ...  .  ; y  •  132°W  G  . 

'  •;  *  -='^5*™?*?°*  :  !  1  134*W 

|T  i  -  C  ■llllHl  !>.-  -  ..." 

138°W  PMiUjnafiflt 

13J5aSMTy»8laiiday.] 

DGTANCETO.WPiJNGTDN:  VGtoop4  1  w 

r-hnrieiddE  tmamiiitonci  2283 


SPEEDWAY 

Skegness 
turning 
to  cinders 

By  Our  Sports  Staff 

SPEEDWAY  in  Great  Britain 
-will  undergo  a  revamp  next 
season  with  the  formation  of  a 
new  Elite  League.  Eleven 
dubs  have  applied  for  mem¬ 
bership  and  there  could  be 
another  14  tracks  operating  in 
the  Premier  League  as  racing 
is  planned  for  every  day 
during  the  summer. 

“It  is  tremendous  news  that 
we  will  have  more  than  two 
dozen  tracks  operating  in 
1997,”  Teny  Russell,  the  chair¬ 
man  cif  foe  British  Speedway 
Promoters’  Association,  said 
yesterday. 

“Last  season,  speedway  was 
suocosfully  launched  ar  Ryde 
and  next  season  we  have  three 
completely  new  trades  apply¬ 
ing  for  membership  —  New¬ 
port  and  Skegness  in  the 
Premier  League,  and  St 
Austell  in  the  Conference 
League  —  and  at  least  five 
others  returning  to  league 
raring.  We  havent  experi¬ 
enced  that  sort  of  expansion 
since  the  formation  of  two 
divisions  in  W68  and  there's 
no  reason  why  there  shouldn't 
be  even  more  new  trades  in  the 
future." 

Two  of  the  Premier  League 
tracks  last  season  —  London 
and  Middlesbrough  —  have 
been  forced  out  because  their 
stadiums  have  been  sold,  Mid¬ 
dlesbrough’s  owner,  Malcolm 
Wright,  has  applied  to  put  his 
licence  on  hold  for  12  months 
in  the  hope  that  he  can  find  a 
new  stadium  bn  Teesside  and 
return  in  1998. 

Ten  of  foe  remaining  17 
Premier  League  tracks  have 
applied  for  Elite  League  sta¬ 
tus,  along  with  King's  Lynn, 
who  had  a  year-long  "sabbati¬ 
cal”  when  the  future  of  their 
stadium  was  in  doubt  Arena 
Essex  and  Berwick  are  step¬ 
ping  up  to  the  Premier  League 
from  foe  Conference  League. 

ELITE  LEAGUE:  Bcric  Vue  Bradford. 
Cauermy,  CiacDoy  Hash.  Eactboumo.  tps- 
tMcft  wts's  Lvm.  Poeroauugh,  Poole, 
Swrtdon.  Wrivemampua 

PflEWEH  LOVOUe  Aw*  Eeas,  Berwick. 
EdtotaJqh,  Glasgow.  Hufl,  Long 
Eaton.  AnweastieTMawpart,  Otdora.  R 000- 
tog,  Snetffeid,  Skegness.  Stoke. 


Ife  Sheehan  on  bridge 


By  Robert  Sheehan,  bridge  correspondent 
In  Goulash,  each  player  arranges  his  hand  from  foe  previous 
deal  into  suits;  then  they  are  dealt  out  in  groups,  most  commonly 
two  rounds  of  five  cards  at  a  time  followed  by  a  round  of  three 
cards.  As  a  result  some  wild  distributions  occur. 


East-West  game 


Goulash 


*— 

*9852 


4KOJ4 
VQ  10  3 
•AKQJ5 
*4 


i  -  N 

Iw.  -E. 


♦  KQ  J  10  9  8752 


+A9B7B5 


♦  10987643 


*1032 

VAKJ784 

*2 

*  A63 


Contract:  Sawn  Heart*  doubted,  by  South.  Lead:  king  of  dubs 


South  was  David  Davenport, 
a  leading  Portland  Club  play¬ 
er.  The- bidding  needs  some 
explanation.  First.  West’s  si¬ 
lence  on  his  nine  dubs  looks 
very  odd.  But  sometimes  play¬ 
ers  do  that  in  Goulies,  hoping 
to  spring  to  life  later  on.  In  my 
view  it  is  mistaken  tactics. 

North’s  bidding  was  com¬ 
pletely  naturaL  A1  the  Port¬ 
land  Club  neither  Blackwood 
nor  cue-bids  are  allowed,  so 
there  was  no  way  South  could 
find  out  whether  his  partner 
had  the  ace  of  spades.  Hence 
his  optimistic  jump  to  Seven 
Hearts. 

When  East  failed  to  ruff  die 
qpening  lead  it  was  obvious 
that  his  double  must  have 


been  based  on  holding  foe  ace 
of  spades.  At  this  point  declar¬ 
er  has  a  complete  picture  of 
foe  hand  —  West  is  marked 
with  nine  dubs  and  all  the 
hearts,  so  he  must  be  void  in 
both  spades  and  diamonds. 

So  Davenport  ruffed  a  dub 
in  dummy  ai  trick  two.  He  did 
not  have  the  communication 
10  ruff  another  dub,  but  he 
simply  ran  his  trumps  throw¬ 
ing  all  dummy’s  spades.  In  the 
five-card  ending  East  could 
not  keep  five  diamonds  and 
the  ace  of  spades. 

□  Robert  Sheehan  writes  on 
bridge  Monday  to  Friday  in 
Sport  and  in  foe  Weekend 
section  on  Saturday. 


WMWATbHB*^: 


By  Philip  Howard 


DITITOGRAPHY 

a.  Agreement 

b.  Mirror  writing 

c.  Mistaken  repetition 

FOUE  DE  DOLTTE 

a. - Extravagance 

b.  Obsessive  doubt 

c.  A  Tyrolean  Chateau 


EP1GAM1C 

a.  Attractive 

b.  A  lyric  metre 
cSarastic 
RUDERAL 

a.  Impolite 

b.  To  do  with  tails 
c  living  an  rubbish 


Keene  on  chess 


s 

W 

N 

E 

6 

!  7 

1  H 

Pa** 

3D 

Pass 

8 

3  H 

Pam 

as 

Pam 

9 

3  NT 

Pass 

5  H 

Pass 

10 

7  H 

AD  Pass 

Pass 

Pass 

Dfate 

11 

12 

By  Raymond  Keene 
CHESS  CORRESPONDENT 

Kasparov  leads 

In  round  seven  at  Las  Palmas 
all  games  were  derisive. 
Kasparov  defeated  Ivanchuk 
to  take  the  sole  lead  while 
Anand  beat  Karpov  with  a 
possibly  unsound  piece  sacri¬ 
fice.  Topalov  scored  his  first 
win,  downing  Kramnik. 
White:  Gxury  Kasparov 
Black:  Vassily  Ivanchuk 
Las  Palmas.  December  1996 

Alekhine's  Defence 

1  84  Nt6 

2  e5  fWS 

3  d4  d6 

J  Nf3  g£ 

5  Bc4  cG 

6  0-0  Bg7 

7  h3  0-0 

B  exd6  exd6 

9  Rel  Nc7 

10  Bg5  Bf6 

11  BhG  Re8 

12  Rxe8+  NxeS 

13  Bb3  05 

14  c4  dxc4 

15  Bxc4  NdG 

16  Bb3  N15 

17  Od2  Nd7 

IB  Ng3  NxhS 

19  Qrftf  Nffi 

20  Rdl  Be6 

21  <35  cxd5 

22  Nxdb  ReS 

23  Oe3  bB 

24  Ne5  RcS 

25  Ng4  Bxg4 

26  hxg4  Kg7 

27  14  hb 

28  15  g5 

29  Qe2  Nh? 

30  Nxf6  0x16 

31  Rd7  Re5 

32  Rx17r  G>J7 

33  Ctne5+  Of6 

34  Oc7  +■  Khfi 

35  Khl  35 

36  B06  Nte 

Black  reagos 

White:  Viswanathan  Anand 
Black:  Anatoly  Karpov  Las 
Palmas.  December  1996 


Queen's  Gambit  Accepted 


5  a4 
G  axbS 

7  b3 

8  bxc4 

9  cxb5 

10  Be2 

11  0-0 

12  Nc3 

13  Ne5 

14  B13 

15  Nxd5 

16  Rbl 

17  Be2 
16  Rxb5 

19  Bt4 

20  Bd3 

21  Brfi7+ 

22  QhS-r 

23  Rb3 

24  Rh3 

25  dre5 

26  Qh7+ 

27  Rg3 

28  Rxg7 

29  ext6 

30  Ral 

31  M 

32  Rdl 

33  Obi 

34  BQ5 

Black  lost  on  time 


Diagram  of  final  position 


□  Raymond  Keene  writes  on 
chess  Monday  to  Friday  in 
Sport  and  in  the  Weekend 
section  on  Saturday. 


WNNINGMOVE 


Answers  on  page  38 


By  Raymond  Keene 

White  to  play.  This  position  is 
from  the  game  Sariego  — 
Medina,  Matanzas  1995.  How 
did  White  combine  his  two  big 
trumps  —  the  powerful  bishop 
on  d4  and  the  passed  pawn  on 
e6,  to  score  a  quick  win? 


Solution  oo  page  38 


rand 
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THE  TIMES  THURSDAY  DECEMBER  19 1996 


Vanishing  act  has  transformed  sport’s  great  variety  show 


Bygone  days 
when  success 
was  all  round 


mankKAmst 


T-T-T-  =»Ti77T>ryTC= 
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"W 
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It  is  always  sad  to  witness  the 
extinction  of  a  vanishing  species. 
Within  living  memory  the 
sporting  landscape  of  Britain  was 
well-stocked  with  a  breed  that  is 
rarely,  if  ever,  glimpsed  today  —  the 
Great  All-Rounder. 

This  magnificent  beast  traditional¬ 
ly  roamed  the  ptaymjjf-fidds  and 
trades  of  the  land,  wielding  a  bat  in 
the  summer,  kicking  a  toll  in  the 
winter,  occasionally  pulling  on  spikes 
to  challenge  a  world  record  or 
stripping  off  to  swim  Niagara  Falls. 

You  might,  today,  spot  a  young 
example  of  the  breed  —  a  lad  such  as 
Liam  (son  of  Ianl  Botham.  He  has  the 
body,  he  has  the  pedigree.  A  fine  ball¬ 
player,  he  took  five  wickets  for  67  in 
his  county  championship  debut  for 
Hampshire  against  Middlesex  last 
August. 

His  announcement  that  he  has 
chosen  to  forgo  a  career  in  cricket  to 
concentrate  on  professional  rugby 
union  with  West  Hartlepool  suggests 
that  the  tradition  of  the  great  all- 
rounder  may  have  gone  the  way  of 
the  woolly  mammoth.  Money,  tele¬ 
vision  and  ever-tougher  competition 
have  changed  the  habitat  too  much. 

The  young  Botham  is  a  living,  and 
some  would  say  sad,  example  of  how 
sport  has  developed.  The  Victorian 
pioneers  had  a  horror  of  over- 
spedalisation.  Their  hero,  their  role 
model,  was  the  well-rounded  man, 
the  man  who  could  turn  his  hand  to 
many  sports  and  go  on  to  distinguish 
himself  in  the  world  beyond,  running 
an  empire  or  winning  a  war. 

Sporting  history  is  _ 

littered  with  the 
achievements  of  their  ‘The  tf 
heirs.  Denis  Compton 
was  one  such  multi-  may  ha 
talented  sportsman,  J 

spending  his  sum-  (jjg  ^ 

triers  batting  for  Mid¬ 
dlesex  and  England.  (Jjg  \\ 

his  winters  playing  for 
Arsenal  and  England  maim 

in  wartime  interna-  _ 

tionals.  In  his  debut  at 
rugby  he  scored  most  of  the  tries  and 
kicked  all  of  the  goals.  His  older 
brother,  Leslie,  also  played  football 
for  Arsenal  and  England  and  cricket 
for  Middlesex. 

The  England  cricket  captain.  Brian 
Close,  played  centre  forward  for 
Arsenal  and  Leeds  United.  Geoff 
Hurst,  hero  of  die  1966  England 
World  Cup  team,  once  played  cricket 
for  Essex  and  his  West  Ham  United 
team-mate.  Jim  Standen,  turned  out 
regularly  for  Worcestershire.  Ian 
Botham,  who  represented  England  in 
102  Test  matches,  took  the  field  for 
Scunthorpe  United.  His  old  rival,  Viv 
Richards,  played  football  for  Antigua 
in  tiie  qualifying  rounds  of  the  1978 
World  Cup. 

In  his  book  Corinthians  and 
Cricketers,  Edward  Grayson  lists 
players  who  represented  England  at 
both  football  and  cricket  They  are  a 
formidable  bunch,  with  G  B.  Fry  and 
Harry  Makepeace  among  them,  but 


‘The  tradition 
may  have  gone 
the  way  of 
the  woolly 
mammoth* 


they  stop  in  the  1950s  with  Willie 
Watson  (of  Sunderland  and  York¬ 
shire)  and  Arthur  Milton  (Arsenal, 
Bristol  City  and  Gloucestershire). 

If  you  want  to  meet  the  real  giant 
all-rounders,  you  have  to  go  even 
farther  bade. 

Greatest  of  them  ail  is  usually 
reckoned  to  be  Fry,  equally  at  home 
swinging  a  cricket  bai,  defending  a 
football  goal  or  sprinting  down  a  long 
jump  runway.  He  captained  England 
at  cricket  and  appeared  in  26  Test 
matches.  He  played  football  for 
England  and  turned  out  as  a  foil  back 
for  Southampton  in  the  1902  FA  Cup 
Final. 

In  rugby,  he  played  as  a 
threequarter  for  Blackheath  and  the 
Barbarians.  He  missed  the  first 

modem  Olympic  Games  in  Athens  in 
1896  because  nobody  told  him  it  was 
on,  but  he  had  already  set  a  world 
long  jump  record  with  a  leap  of  23ft 
6in,  almost  three  feet  farther  than  the 
winning  Olympic  jump. 

_  He  also  excelled  at 

boxing,  swimming, 
iditinn  shooting  and  fishing 

and  was  famously  of- 
rp  on  nr  fered  the  crown  of 

Albania,  which  he 
jjy  q£  turned  down. 

J  A  rival  to  Fry  for  the 

in]]v  title  of  greatest  all- 

J  rounder  might  be  Wil- 

nQtV|’  ly  Grenfell,  the  first 

_  Lord  Desborough.  As 

a  student  at  Oxford  he 
was  president  of  both  the  athletic  club 
and  die  boat  dub.  He  rowed  twice  in 
die  university  crew  against  Cam¬ 
bridge  and  the  first  time,  in  1877,  he 
pulled  off  the  astonishing  feat  of 
running,  on  the  day  before  the  Boat 
Race,  in  the  three-mile  track  race 
against  Cambridge.  ~  - 

Later  he  stroked  an  eight  across  the  - 
Channel  (each  crew  member  had  a 
jamjar  to  bail  out  water)  and  crossed 
it  alone  in  a  light  racing  skiff.  He  was 
an  expert  swimmer,  who  swam 
Niagara,  not  once,  but  twice  —  the 
second  time  in  a  snowstorm  to  prove 
to  a  sceptic  that  he  had  done  it  the 
first. 

Desborough  won  national  titles  at 
fencing  and  punting,  he  fenced 
internationally  for  England  at  the  age 
of  50,  was  feared  at  tennis  and  cricket, 
climbed  the  Matterhorn  by  three 
different  routes  and  was  chief 
organiser  of  the  Olympic  Games  in 
London  in  1908. 


SQUASH 


/••FV 


Changing  times  persuaded  Liam  Botham  to  join  West  Hartlepool  at  the  expense  of  a  career  in  cricket 


Some  rare  specimens  of  the  great 
all-rounder  were  still  said  to  be 
roaming  freely  in  Britain  as  late  as 
the  1950s. 

Perhaps  the  Last  real  sighting  was 
that  of  Major  Henry  Lawrence 
Fleming  (Indian  Army,  retired).  In 
1949  he  won  the  Royal  Automobile 
Club's  open  snooker  championship 
exactly  40  years  after  he  had  taken 


the  English  amateur  billiards  tide. 
Fleming  had  been  a  champion 


player.  He  excelled  at  cycle  raring, 
running  and  steeplechasing.  When 


schoolboy  athlete,  once  winning  sev-  he  won  his  open  snooker  champion- 


*  ^ 


en  tides  in  an  afternoon.  He  repre¬ 
sented  Scotland  at  atdkeL  became 
Scottish  tennis  champion  and  was 
picked  for  his  country  at  rugby. 

Fleming  then  became  India's  bil¬ 
liards  and  tennis  champion,  one  of  its 
leading  rifle  shots  and  a  famous  polo 


tf-Mi 

58 


Three  of  the  best;  from  the  left,  Compton,  Desborough  and,  perhaps  the  greatest  of  them  all.  Fry 


i  SWIMMING 


Maesteg  saved  by  Cairns  Rolph  takes  French  leave 


LAUNCHED  as  a  showdown 
between  the  full-time  touring 
professionals  of  die  Super 
Squash  League  and  the  main¬ 
ly  domestic  luminaries  of  the 
SRA  National  Squash  League, 
the  SSL  Cup  has  boiled  down, 
after  the  quarter-finals  this 
week,  to  a  battle  of  the  big 
guns. 

Although  the  National 
League  squads  had  heme 


By  Colin  McQuillan 

advantage,  only  Duffield 
managed  to  carry  their  SSL 
visitors  into  a  second-string 
deriding  rubber,  with  Adham 
Aboutaleb  surprising  the 
Greece  Nol,  Paul  Gregory, 
9-7.  7-9,  9-5,  9-7  in  the  first- 
string  rubber  against  Dun- 
raven  Maesteg. 

Craig  van  der  Waih,  of 
South  Africa,  put  the  Welsh 
side  level  by  resisting  a  spirit- 


Answers  from  page  37 
DITTOGRAPHY 

(c)  A,  mistake  in  writing  or  printing,  in  which  a  letter,  syllable. 
who  or  words  are  written  twice.  From  the  Greek.  The  opposite 
is  fmplographv,  in  which  a  letter,  syllable,  word  or  words  are 


omtted,  osoally because  die  scribe's  eye  jumps  to  the  same  word 
rartiier  down  what  is  being  copied.  Unundulating  might  be  a 
dittogxaphy  for  undulating.  On  the  other  hand,  undulating  could 
be  a  hapujgraphy  for  unundulating. 

FOUE  DE  DOUTE 

(b)  Pathologically  obsessive  doubt  abom  anything  and 
T03™??.  The  most  touching  and  whimsical  of  neuroses. 
Anomabes  and  Curiosities  of  Medicine:  "Hammond  relates  the 
niston'ofa  cue loan  intelligent  man  who  in  undressing  for  bed 
wonM  spend  an  hoar  or  two  determining  whether  he  should 
first:  take  off  ms  coat  or  his  shoes." 

EPIGAMIC 

(a)  Attractive  to  the  opposite  sex.  From  the  Greek,  it  most  be  an 
instance  of  the  tricky  divine  sense  of  humour  that  so  many 
homosexual  men  are  also  epigamic.  J 

RUDERAL 


career,  you  knowjfrst  as  a  research  assistant  to  a  backbencher, 
then  as  speech  writer,  and  now  as  executive  assistant  for  the 
party  leader." 

SOLUTION  TO  WINNING  CHESS  MOVE 
1  Bxg?+t  Rxg7  2  e7  leaves  Black  without  a  decent  reply. 

G*  kfe»  far  Oaisuua.  Prin  M*  Mtaj  n  EU  autamai  lied  of  fe  <wM  add  £1  «r  kml 
Stad  fcr fufllw dsaflt  SWling/US dotbr dnpies only  (□  * furq  —  «Ckr  □  dTany 

three  hoiifci  pnrtfmat 

TIMES  CROSSWORDS:  Books  KJ.  It  U  MJScadrThcTtnwr  Conchr-Bo*  2  Q«  pontes  l  £«S 
The  TtaecTVe  —  Books  *  and  5  OJ5  each.  Aim:  Hu  Tims  (Me  Book  HM  ECft  Qwnmtf 
Soho'S  Dtawrar  QMS  (UK  onM-  NEW  br  GMataaeTheTbH  Book  oTThe  Tana  Junto 

crawwhSi^.fRaaTVT^; ’  b*.  heavy  demand,  order  now. 
TIMES  OOMPirTEB  CROSSWORDS  fcy  EbwJ  Akenhead - CrenwMi  m  Compaitf  IS  JbV<*c 
(circa  60  crreronli  exist-  InctaJui*  SOIO/TEAM  holey  -ind  optional  HELP  trvrfx.  tnMa: 
Tig»««Cimwwdi  {W  tidal  -  Onmftxw aMoo  IS  jp.lOukni^  TlKTIagCoMCT  wmfcsj 
TV  Time*  TVki  p  titioj  -TV  Tims  JebSrc  Mlfare 

pneeb  npr  niie/tfiiiflxc  12  3  4  (no.  cf  cSaka) 

IBM  M&DOS  and  Acrro  RI5-Os  COX  ««  WOO  UMO  Ptajc  ydfr 

Super  Windowi  fcr  IBM  PCs  USXU  E22J30  1X00  IXM  (tocVAT) 

SaddnqKswiih  Older  payaMe»Almnia».H  Maim  Lane.  lm*JaSEU5«7W.TielOBM52*B 
Cfluri.  NocmSisartJ*. 


ed  third-string  challenge  from 
18-year-old  John  Russell  5-9, 
9-5,  9-3,  9-4,  leaving  Mark 
Cairns,  the  England  No  3,  to 
secure  the  semi-final  place  for 
Maesteg  by  beating  Clive 
Leach  9-3, 9-5, 9-7. 

Manchester  Northern  won 
their  quarter-final  against 
Queen's  Sports  Club,  at  Hali¬ 
fax,  with  Derek  Ryan,  the 
champion  of  Ireland,  and 
Nick  Taylor,  the  European 
champion  of  champions,  al¬ 
lowing  Paul  Johnson  the  luxu¬ 
ry  of  losing  the  dead  rubber  to 
Adam  Toes. 

ICL  UonHerts.  the  defend¬ 
ing  SSL  Cup  holders,  and  Ellis 
Stockbrokers  Lingfield  gained 
straightforward  victories,  over 
Eli  shop's  Stortford  and  Brax- 
bourne  respectively,  to  take 
their  places  in  the  finals 
weekend  at  lingfield,  Surrey, 
on  May  3-4. 

That  weekend  should  see 
three  of  the  England  team  that 
won  the  world  team  champ¬ 
ionship  facing  a  far  more 
demanding  confrontation 
against  the  best  of  the  rest  of 
the  world.  Chris  Walker.  Del 
Harris  and  Mark  Chaloner, 
who  were  all  in  England's 
world  championship  squad, 
play  for  ICL,  while  Lingfield 
are  led  by  the  world  No2, 
Rodney  Eyles,  of  Australia, 
and  the  world  No  3.  Peter 
Nicol,  of  Scotland. 

Before  the  SSL  Cup  is 
settled,  however,  the  Super 
Squash  League  swings  into 
foil  action  on  January  6,  with 
Surbiton  jbrning  the  race  with 
a  squad  headed  by  Jansher 
Khan,  the  world  champion. 
Russ  Norman,  the  former 
world  champion.  Simon 
Parke,  the  former  world  junior 
champion,  and  Juiien  Bonetat, 
the  champion  of  France. 

Results,  page  37 


THE  PRESSURE  placed  on 
Susan  Rolph  by  swimming 
officials  and  television  repre¬ 
sentatives  to  compete  at  the 
British  winter  championships, 
which  start  in  Sheffield  today, 
has  foiled  to  yield  a  result, 
with  the  double  European 
short-course  champion  opting 
to  swim  for  CLichy,  her  French 
dub,  in  Paris  instead. 

Ralph's  derision  was  taken, 
in  part,  for  personal  reasons, 
her  grandmother  having  died. 
She  heard  the  news  after 
returning  from  Germany  on 
Monday,  where  she  won  the 
100  metres  and  200  metres 
medley  titles  and  equalled  the 
European  record  (officially  a 
"best  time”  until  die  standard 
is  bettered)  over  200  metres  at 
the  European  short-course 
championships. 

The  funeral  is  on  Friday,  so 
Rolph,  18.  would  miss  the 
qualifying  heats  of  events  for 
which  the  finals  will  be  held 
cm  Saturday. Thatwould  leave 
her  only  the  Sunday  races,  so 
she  has  opted  to  honour  her 
contract  with  Clichy,  which 
[laid  her  a  EL500  signing-on 
fee  and  gives  her  around  1700 
each  time  she  competes  for  the 
dub. 

Rolph  did  not  take  kindly  to 
efforts  by  the  BBC  and  the 
Amateur  Swimming  Associ¬ 
ation  (ASA)  to  persuade  her 
that  site  should  go  to  Shef¬ 
field.  She  said:  “1  really  don't 
need  this  kind  of  pressure.  It 
would  have  been  impossible  to 
get  to  Friday’s  heats,  so  there's 
no  pomt  m  going  to  Sheffield.  I 
also  have  my  French  contract 
to  think  about-" 

Her  absence  from  Sheffield 
is  a  blow  to  the  champion¬ 
ships.  On  her  form,  Rolph 
could  have  been  expected  to 
provide  fierce  competition  for 
Karen  Pickering,  whose  Brit¬ 
ish  100  metres  freestyle  record 


By  Craig  Lord 

she  missed  by  0.07sec  when 
winning  the  silver  medal  in 
Germany. 

Picketing  was  not  con¬ 
cerned  with  news  of  her  rival’s 
trip  to  France,  however.  Her 
own  form  is  ailing  after  a  six- 
week  break  after  the  Olympic 
Games  and  a  car  crash  last 
month. 

The  championships  will 
provide  the  first  British 


champion  for  many  a  decade; 
until  this  year  the  event  has 
long  been  the  ASA  winter 
championships,  the  ASA 
being  the  governing  body  for 
England.  The  word  “British" 
was  deemed  to  be.  more 
marketable. 

Paul  Palmer  makes  his  first 
appearance  since  winning  the 
stiver  medal  in  the  400  metres 
freestyle  in  Atlanta. 


Depth 
L  ‘“3 


Weather 

Contftiora  Runs  to  (5pm}  Last 
Piste  Ott/p  resort  .  .'C  snow 


ANDORRA 

Sotdeu 

AUSTRIA 

Kitzbuhel. 

Mayrhofen 

Obergurgl 

Saatoaeh 

FRANCE 

Avariai 


30  150  good  varied  good  sun  3  9/12 

(Good  sHMng  on  ireff  prepared  pistes:  afl  runs  open/ 

10  40  (air  varied  (air  doud  2  14/12 

(Heavier  corxStkms  wtih  midot  air.  33/SO  lifts  Open} 

5  70  fair  varied  dosed  cloud  6  18/12 

SenerafV  good  cfespfte  mjfd  w$atf?eri  everything  open) 

70  170  good  varied  good  doud  .  -J  WI2 


35  80  fair  varied  hair  cloud  1  2/12 

(Good  skong  avafebte:  afl  Ms  open) 

120  150  pood  varied  good  fine  2  14/12 

(Good  -skiing  In  warm  sunny  weather) 

70  140  pood  heavy  good"  fine  4  13/12 

(Generally  amJskUng  byf  snow s£;sy  Jow  down) 

80  12df  good  varied  good  fee  3  14/12 

Jety  good  siding  most  njns:  Tols  Vafaes  tinks  open) 

75  215  p(»d-  varied  good  fire.  5  '13/12 

(ExcsSent  skftg.  partaiariy  above  I^OQm)  ..  . 


ITALY 

CetvWa 


CetvWa  120  250  good  varied  good  One  0  14/12 

(Btceftsm  t&ie  siding  In  bright  sunshine) 

Ccrtm  10  80  good  varied  art  fair  2  13/12 

(Good  skiing  above  1,50dm:  most  ftte  open] 

Livigno  100  240  good  open  varied  sun  -1  .14/12 

(Superb  sunny  sting  ioortdffionsJ 

SWITZERLAND 

Klosters  40  135  good  varied  fak  fine  42/12 

(Good  skBtn  on  majority  of  pistes.'  46'55Msopenj  : 

MOrren  60  120  good  varied  good  ‘  Una  3  14/12 

(AM  12  fits  open,  grant  piste  siding) 

Verbiar  70  240  good  varied  goad  Gne  2  14/12. 

(Generally  sxceftertf  conditions/ 

UNTIED  STATES 

Va2  160  165  good  varied  good  .  sun  -10  17/12 

■(Etcsfert  slang  txdv&y  cokt  8?  ffltsqpen/  - 

Source:  Ski  Club  of  Greaf  Britain  L  -  tower  slopes;  U  -  upper,  art  -  artificial 


Thoughts  on 

a  vile  trade 

Tbc  Bdly  of  the  Beast-  Radio  4. 720pm. 

went  to  West  Africa  in  an  attempt  to  give  somekind  of  cohewHnto  fo® 

fragmented  thougts  about  the  system  w&X  wfoj 
worshipped  fiofo  Africa  to  America  m  chains  and I  in  vessels  mat 

had  saDaffrom  bis  native  city.  His  mother  used  ^iifrn-nt  truth 
Liverpool  —  no  slavery"-  In  Ghana,  he  discovers  a™iwrt  mg 
about  the  share  of  responsibility  Liverpool  should  bear  tor 
prosecuting  die  appalling  traffic  in  human  flesh. 

Bitter  Medicine.  Radio  4, 11  Warn. 

Since  last  heard  on  Radio  4,  in  adaptations  of  other  Sara  Paretsky 
thrillers,  her  private  eye  V.L  Warshawsta  has  hada  voice  transpkmi- 
it  is  now  raucous.  The  explanation  is  that  Warshawsta  uno  fangcr 
played  by  Kathleen  Turner  but  by  Sharon  Gless.  the  Cagney  haufta 
Cagney  and  Lacey,  the  television  arimebusters.  Different  voice,  same 
combative  personality.  Dramatised  by  Michel ene  Wanoor. 
ftirrtslvt  rwniiirari^ntpr.  ftittttr  Medicine,  respects  precedent  with 


Peter  Dawdle 


ship  he  was  playing  off  a  golf 
handicap  of  ten  and  was  84  years  old. 

Has  anyone  spotted  a  genuine 
Great  All-Rounder  since  Fleming?  Or 
is  the  breed  really  quite  extinct? 

John  Bryant 


7jOOma  Chris  Evam&OO  Simon  Mayo 
IZjOOUs*  r  Anson  2.00  Nicky  Campbel 
4.00  Marit  Gcodter  7.00  Evening  Ses- 
ekxi,  Jo  WMtey  and  Stew  Umacq 
9J»  Soundbte  10PO  Mwk  Radcfiite. 
M  from  Manchester  aoo  SoindbOe. 
with  Danny  Kefly  12J»  Mary  Anna 
Hobbs  JUOOam  CSw  Warren,  with  tin 
Eat/  BreeMast  Show 


Known  Sarah  Kennedy  7JS0  Wake  Up 
to  Wogan  9JO  Kan  Bruoa  11J30  Jmtny 
Yang  t^Opm  Debbie  ‘Promr  3JJ0  Ed 
Stewart  5.05  John  Own  7 LOO  My 
Mairery  and  Me.  A  dt-com  by  Ctehy 
MacPhaa.  With  Seen  McCaBum,  Me 
D  Arcy  and  Kate  Donrufly  7^0  David 
ABan  ajw'Paid  Jones  BAI  Gospel 
Trafcr,  with  Carol  Psmbarton  10L30  The- 
Jarriesons  1 2j0Sam  Stave  Medden  8j00 
Aka  Lester,  ind  Pause  lor  Thought 


RADIO  5  U'/E 


5LOOam  Morning  Reports,  ind  at  5.46 
Wake  Up  id  Money  &0O  The  Breakfast 
Programme,  ind  at  K55,  7jE5  racing 
preview  8j3S  The  Magazine  12jOO 
Midday  ,  with  Mas,  ind  at  12L35pai 
Maneychsck  2.05  Ruscoe  on  Five  4.00 
NatkxMide,  Ind  at  slab  Entetalnmsnt 
News  7jD0  News  Bdra.  ind  at  720 
Sports  Bcdeifn  735  Head  to  Head  B.05 
Inside  Edge  9.05  SportsAmerica  9L36 
Sportehop  10J)5  News  Talk  11  J»  Night 
Extra,  with  Valerie  Sanrferaon  12J»am 
After  Hous  —  Early  Cal.  wltii  Vincent 
Hanna  2jOB  Up  AI  Night,  with  Rhod 


TALK  RADIO 


SLOOern  Chris  AaMey  and  Sandy  Warr 
700  Pad  Ross  9.00  Scott  Chisholm 
IZjOO  Ptflfip  Hodson  2.00pm  Tommy 
Boyd  4U10  Peter  Deeiey  7M  Sports 
Zone  10J»  James  Whale  1.00am  Ian 
Colins 


&00n  On  Air.  indudes 
.  Tchaflovsky  [String  Quartet ' 
Nol  In F. Op  11); 

.  'Rachmaninov (Piano  .-i 
-  Concerto  No  1  in  F  sharp  .. 

■  minor);  Bach  (Trio  Sonata  in 
C  minor.  BVV\ro26);  Haydn 
{Plano  Concerto  in  G,  H  XVW 
'  ’  4);  Torka  (Green);  DaHus 
(Vtolln  Concerto) 

&50  An  Advent  Calendar . . 

'9JOO  Morning  Collection,  with 
Penny  Gora  indwtes  WvafcS 
(Concerto  in  F,  RV544  (II 
Proton  ski  II  Mondo 
..  Ptavesdo);  Mendelssoiwi  (Sbt 
Songs  wfihout  Words,  Op  53, 
Book 4);  Bach  (Jesus,  Memo' 
Freude,  BWV227);  Telemann 
5  toAminor 

Includes  John  Stanlcy  fA 
Voluntary);  GoUschmklt 
(Rondeau);  Bach-  (Canute  No 
•  71:  Gott  1st  mein  KonJg):  • 
Bruckner  (Ertonaning):  - 
Fnantel  (Cterinet  Oufitte,  Op 
281;  Arnold  (Song  of  Simeon) 
lenmavi  (Suite:  Cobweb  .  . 

Casffe);  Wariock,  arr  Carter 
(LuDaby  my  Jesus) 

12.00  Composers  of  the  Week: 

'  Emeat  Chausaon  and  Henri 
Dupare 

1.00pm  Opera  Matinee:  CD  Flcfc 
of  1996.  Weber's  Der 
Freischutz.  With  Wottong 
Hotzmair,  baritone,  Giles 
CachemaSie,  baritone,  and 
Luba  Orgonosova,  soprano, 
Oirisdne  Schafer,  soprano.  - 
Matti  Salmam  bass,  Endrik 
Wbttridi,  tenor,  and  Kurt  Moll, 
bass.  Berfn  Radio  Chorus. 
Berlin  Phiharmonfc  under 
Nikolaus  Harnoncourt  . 

3.35  Piano  Quintets.  The  Takacs 
Quartet  Pder  Frank!,  piano. 


5J55am  SMppfog  (LW)  6JOO 
.  News  Briefing  6.10  Farming 
Today  £25  ftayer  tor  tf*  Day 
6  JO  Today  B*40  Yesterday  in 
Parfiament  038  Weather 
9^10-10.00  Test  Match  Special 
fl.WL  Zknbabvra  v  England 
9.00  News 9.05 The MorMMaze 
10.00  Dafly  Serice  (LW) 

10.15  On  This  Day  (Lm 
IOlOQ  Ncmm;  The  Woaderfand 
Okie,  by  Marianne  Carey. 

With  Fiona  Bell  (4/4) 
1&30-12J5  Test  Match  Spectel 
(LW).  Zimbabwe  v  England 
10J30  Woman's  Hour.  Introduced 
by  Jam'  Murray 
11.30  From  Our  Oam 
Correspondent 
12J»  Metre;  You  and  Yours 
1225pm  Wonfly  Wise.  Penal 
game  ©tplbring  words  and 
language  12^6  Weather 
1  Ths  World  »t  On«,  with  Nick 
Clarke 

1,07-3.00  Teat  Match  Stoodal 
fl-W).  Zimbabwe  v  England 
1 M  The  Arehare  (r)  1J5 
-  Shipping  Forecast 
2JOO  Nans;  Patted  History,  by 
Andrew  Dafimeyer 
3.00  The  Afternoon  Shift,  with 
Daire  Brehan 

4J0Hesra  4J5  KMeldoacope. 

Paul  Allan  reviews  Adrian 
Noble's  version  .of  Ibsen's 
Utile  Eyoltan  the  Stratford 
stage  anti  77m  Messiah  as 
presented  tythe  National 
Theatre  of  Brem 

4A5  tomrt  Story:  The  Chrtatmae 
Party,  by  Dina  Mahta.  An  .  ■ 
•nvtetton  to  a  ChrWmas  party 
from  ah  ex-kwer  forces  Myrtle 
to  confront  the  shadow  of  her 
past.  Read  by  Vayu  Nafdu. 
5JJ0PM,  with  Cfirfa  Lowe  and 
Nigel  WTsnchSJO  Shipping 
Forecast  5.55  Weather 


WORLD  SERVICE 


AI  times  ki  GMT.  News  on  Ihe  hour 
5u30wn  Europe  Today  6J0  Europe 
Today  7.16  Off  the  She#  7.30  Network 
UK  8.10  Words  of  Feflh  8.15  Composer 
of  (he  Month  845  Health  Maters  9.05 
World  Business  Report  9.15  Spots 
international  9.4S  Sport  1030  BBC 
Engtsh  1045  Off  the  Shell  11-30 
Meridian  On  Screen  12.05pm  World 
Business  Report  12.15  Britain  Today 
1Z30  Assignmart  2.05  CMtodk  2J30 
MuNtracK  3.05  Sport  3.15  From  Our 
Own  conespondent  330  Network  UK 

4.15  World  Today  4J30  BBC  Engtsh 
MS  BWan  Today  5J0  Worid  Business 
Report  5.45  Sport  6^0  Assignment 
7j01  Outlook  7  25  Words  of  Fate  7  JO 
John  Peel  9.05  World  Business  Report 

9.1 5  Britain  Today  9£0  Meridian  Books 
1QM  World  Today  1045  Sport  11.10 
Take  Rvb  11.15  Record  Process  11  JO 
Ed  Stewart  IZJQam  Good  Books  IMS 
Britain  Today  1 J30  Outlook  1.55  Words 
of  Fate  2J0  Pick  oi  the  World  3.15 
Sport  3J0  focus  on  FJh  4.30  Eirepe 


CLASSIC  FM 


4JWam  Mark  Qrtliths  6JW  MBre  Read 
9.00  Henry  KeBy  12.00  Susannah 
Simone  2P0pni  Concerto.  Weber  (Ctart- 
net  Concerto  No  1  in  F  minor.  Op  73) 
3JM  Jamie  Cnck  SjOO  Newsrvght  630 
Sonata.  SaW  Saens  (VtaBn  Sonata  No  1 
in  D  minor,  Op  71)  7JD0  Travel  Glide 
8.00  Concert:  Humperdinck  (Hansel 
and  Gretal.  Overture);  Ravel  (The  Mottiar 
Goose);  Dohnanyi  (Variations  on  a 
Nursery  Song,  Op  25);  Tchafawsky  (The 
Nutcracker  State,  Op  710)  10.00  Mkrtv 
aei  Mepptn  130am  Sally  Pel  arson 


VIRGIN  RADIO 


630am  Russ  'rf  Jono's  Breakfast 
Exparisnce  1030  Graham  Dene 
1 30pm  Jeremy  Ctarfc  430  Nicky  Home 
730  Paul  Coyta  {FM)/ Robin  Banks 
(AM)  1030  Male  Forrest  2.00am 
Randal  Lee  Rose 


Schumann  (Pano  Quote!  it  E 
ftet.  Op  441;  Brtems  (Piano 
Ouintet  In  F  mmor.  Op  34)  (r) 
530 The  Mimic  Machine 
5.15  in  Time.  Includes  Beethoven 
(Overture:  Lsonora  No  1); 
Bach  (Christmas  Oratorio, 
BWV248,  final  part);  Vivak* 
(Cefo  CcsKserto  in  F,  RV412) 
730  BBC  Symphony  Orchestra 

under  Andrew  Davis.  With 
Kyung-Wha  Chung,  vioSn, 
NbaHaufo,  soprano, 

Mtekefla  Hatdara,  alto. 
Bonaventura  Batione,  tenor, 
Wilard  White,  bass.  BSC 
Symphony  Choir.  Royal 
Choral  Sod^.  Walton 
(Coronation  1e  Deum);  Bruch 
(VSolin  Concerto  No  1  in  G 
mino);  Verdi  (Requiem)  (r) 
935  Femmes  de  Steele,  with 
•  Erica  Jong,  Michele  Roberta 
and  Yvonne  Roberts 
1030  Music  Restored.  Anthony 
Rodey  Introduces  music  from 
the  library  of  the  Cavafiar 
nobleman  William  Cavenc&sh, 
induefing  songs  and  consort 
musks  ty  Gibbons,  Dowiand, 
and  waiiam  and  Henry  Lawes 
10.45  Wght  Waves;  UUeEytof  is 
one  of  Ibsen's  last  and  most 
peweriuf  dramas  deMng  into 
the  complex  emotions  of 
marriage  arid  family  Trie.  As 
Adrian  Noble's  new 
production  opens  in  Stratford, 
Hemtiorw  Lae  discusses  the 
current  appeal  of  Ibsen 
1130  Composer  of  the  Week: 
Simpson  (r) 

1230am  Jazz  Notes.  Includes  a 
new  biography  of  Scott  JopSn 
and  the  eecond  part  of  Steve 
Voce's  interview  with  Oscar 
Peterson 

130  Through  the  Night,  with 
Donald  Madeod 


630  Six  O'clock  News 
630  The  New  York  Stand-Up 
Comedy  Show.  The  Tree  of 
Hope.  Amateur  night  at  the 
ApoSo  Theatre  In  Harlem. 
Young  comics,  mostly  black, 

■  await  the  chance  tor  their  Brst 
showbiz  triumph 

730  News  735  The  Archer*  , 
730  The  Betty  of  the  Beast  See  ; 

Choice  I 

830  Analyalss  Order  in  the  i 
House.  Cash  tor  questions, 
arms  far  Iraq.  MPs  pay  — 
small  woncter  that  pubUc  ; 
confidence  In  etectad  • 

politicians  Is  faffing.  John  : 
Kanipfaer  asks  wnetiwr  the  , 
House  of  Commons  needs  I 
fundamental  reform,  and  I 
whether  Ihe  Issue  can  be  left 
to  ooiitidans 

645  My  Granny's  Larder: 
Horficks.  Derek  Cooper 
takes  a  sideways  took  at  the 
early  convenience  foods  that' 

.  beame  part  of  tha  cultural 


930  Does  He  Take  Sugar? 

930  Kalefdoeeape  (rt  ftSS 
Weather 

1030  The  World  Tonight,  with 
Jeremy  Harris 

1035  Book  at  Bedtime:  The 
Great  Pursuit,  by  Tom 
Shape  (9/10) 

1130  BUer  Medldne.  See  Choice 
(1/61 

1130  Mf  About  Eve.  Loreto)  rang 
chats  to  the  women  who 
Inspire  her  about  the  women 
who  inspire  them  (r) 

1130  Todey  In  Paritament  (LW) 

1230  News  Incf  1237  Weather 

1230pm  The  Lata  Book;  Midnight 
TWe*  A  Dream  of  Red 
HteHfa,byBramaoker(i) . 

12j48  Stdppfaig  Forecast 
130  As  Worfi  service 


fflEOWENCY  GUIDE.  RADIO  1.  FM  973S93.  RADIO  3.  FM  88.0- 

32^-SS9-3‘.5l9ft?-92-4‘  RAtt0  «■  P”  *****  LW  198;  MW 
72a  RADIO  5  UVE.  MW  693,  909.  WORLD  SERVICE  MW  648;  LW 
198  (12.4&5.55am).  CLASSIC  FM.  FM  100-102,  VIRGIN  RADIO.  FM 
MW  U97.  1215.  JAUC  RAEHO.  MW  iS,  iSSlUMM&^d 
“Whs*  compiled  by  Peter  Dear,  ten  Hughes,  Rosemary 
Smith,  Susan  Thomson,  ten®  Gregory  and  John  McNamara. 


Nightmare  is  an  overused 
word  these  days,  but  you 
can’t  blame  people  for 
using  it  Whai  you  can  do.  how- 
ever,  is  blame  people  for  thinking 
ii  s  an  original  way  of  describing 
an  unpleasant  situation.  -So  what 
was  it  like  being  stuck  in  that  lift 
with  an  escaped  spider  acrobat 
group,  with  flames  licking  die 
walls  of  your  premature  burial 
chamber?”  asks  the  reporter, 
“Nightmare,"  comes  the  banal 
(though  accurate)  reply.  You  see,  ft 
doesn’t  matter  that  this  person  has 
never  dreamt  of  spiders,  and  is  not 
clausirophobic;  it  doesnt  matter 
that  his  own  personal  nightmare  is 
being  late  for  a  piano  exam. 
"Nightmare!"  we  egcdaim.-  and 
everyone  lodes  sympathetic  arid 
says  “I  knowT  People  have  started 
saying  it  was  a  nightmare  in  WH 
Smith’s  when  there  was  a  queue  of 
five  people  at  the  till. 

I  always  knew  Mary  Shelley  had 
a  nightmare  and  then  wrote  Fran- 


kenstdiu  what  had  somehow  elud¬ 
ed  me  was  the  news  that  Bram 
Stoker  followed  suit  exactly  with 
Dracula.  It  turns  out.  then,  that 
Christopher  Ftayiibg’s  Night- 
marc  the  Birth  of  Horror  (BBCI) 
is  quite  literally  titled.  In  fact,  this 
week's  first  two  instalments  both 
featured  hammy  reconstructions 
of  19th-century  people  writhing 
asleep  in  while  nighties  and. then- 
sitting  up  to  yell  "Aaaagh!"  Stok¬ 
ers  own  seminal  dream  (if  3  may 
be  so  bold)  evidently  conasmed  *' 
trio  of  pneumatic  virgin  brides 
pouncing  on.  his  neck,  only  to  be 
stopped  by  the  command .  Tltas 

man  belongs  to  me.”  uttered  tya 
blade-suited  figure  in  a  doorway. . 
Since  Sigmund  Freud  hadn't  really 
got  started  in  1890,  poor  Stoker'S 
only  option  was  to  head  far  Whitby 
and  get  cracking  on  a  book.  . 

If  I  had  to  choose  a  favuurte 
form  of  telly  entertainment,,  a. 
series  like  this  would  rank  high. 
Etayling  is  unfailingly  interesting 


cm  telly,  and  horror  literature’ is  a 
pet  subject  of  his,  on  which  he  pub¬ 
lished  books  when  a  mere  acad¬ 
emic.  As  Frayling  ties  his  yellow 
Rupert-bear  scarf  and  ascends  a 
steep  Wallachian  rock,  it  doesn't 
matter  too  much  that  phoney 
flashes  of  lightning  keep  appear¬ 
ing  in  the  sky.  or  that  the  sound- 
effects  man  with  the  thunder-sheet 
is  ridden  near  to  exhaustion.  It 
doesn't  even  matter  that  the  film 
dips  come  only  from  inexpensive 
sources.  As  in  his  memorable 
series  about  the  impact  of  Tur- 
ankhamun  on.  western  ides.  Night- 
■  mare  tells  a  story  abour  a  story, 
and  listening  to  if  on  a  dreary 
December  night  is  as  comforting 
as  hot  diodey  and  blankets. 

An  item  on  food  allergy 
featured  in  the  last  instal¬ 
ment  of  Trust  Me;  I'm  a 
.Doctor  (BBC2)  —  an  enjoyable 
series  that  with  a  bit  more  publici¬ 
ty  could  wdl  become  an  institution 


a  dream  come  true 


Lynne 

Truss 


—  and  it  reminded  me  of  a  woman 
f  once  met  ai  a  Private  Eye  lunch 
who  refused  to  eat  fish.  “Can’t  you 
eat  it?”  I  asked  carmgly,  patting 
her  hand.  "No,”  she  said.  But 
instead  of  the  expected  food-allergy 
story,  she  went  cm:  “Well,  I  mice 
'  had  a  nightmare  about  wading 
across  a  swimming  pool,  and  the 
thing  was,  hundreds  of  fish  were 
nudging  me.  and  nibbling  ray 
thighs,  and  ft  was  horrible,  horri¬ 


ble,  horrible,  and  I  cant  stand  fish 
any  more,  make  it  go  away.  I  cant 
stand  ft." 

Understandably,  the  Trust  Me 
item  made  no  allowances  for 
nightmare-induced  aversion,  but 
was  otherwise  up  to  standard. 
Evidently  the  widespread  allergy 
to  peanuts  in  today's  children 
stems  from  the  quantities  of  pea¬ 
nut  oil  used  in  jars  of  baby  food. 
The  advice  "This  food  Domains 
nuts"  is  therefore  not  a  matter  of 
showing  off.  as  I  rather  stupidly 
assumed  ft  was.  Other  useful 
insights  from  last  night's  pro¬ 
gramme  woe  that  folic  arid  wilt 
soon  be  added  to  staple  foods:  that 
the  dreumdsion  of  baby  boys  has 
no  medical  foundation;  and  that 
you  are  more  likely  to  die  while 
watching  the  National  Loony 
than  win  the  jackpot. 

This  last,  highly  interesting  sta¬ 
tistic  strongly  implies  that  a  lot  of 
people  have  died  while  watching 
the  lottery,  but  such  sad  news 


probably  wont  slop  anybody  buy¬ 
ing  a  ticket.  Dying  during  the 
lottery  is  a  distinction  of  which 
many  would  perversely  be  proud. 
Just  think,  it  could  be  you! 

Ken  Loach's  Modern  Times: 
The  Flickering  Flame 
(BBCZ)  concerned  the  ago¬ 
ny  of  500  Liverpool  dock  workers 
locked  out  a  year  ago.  and  not 
supported  by  their  union.  As  you 
would  expect  from  Loach,  the  Film 
had  an  emphatic,  lecturing  quality 
(screen  captions  stating  facts:  nar¬ 
ration  from  that  serious  actor 
Brian  Cox),  yet  made  admirably 
light  work  of  union  meetings.  As 
with  Jimmy  McGovern's  Hills¬ 
borough.  77ie  Flickering  Flame 
was  a  case  of  public  agenda- 
setting.  of  airing  a  complicated 
and  painful  story  that  has  suffered 
from  “media  blackout Curious, 
then,  that  the  BBC  only  received 
The  Flickering  Flame  on  Tuesday, 
making  it  almost  impossible  for 


the  press  to  see  it  before 

transmission. 

Finally,  Channel  4's  wonderful 
animation  series  Pond  life  (by 
Candy  Guard)  ended  yesterday, 
with  the  usual  5.45  instalment  just 
a  taster  for  a  double  episode  later 
on.  Having  raved  about  Pond  Life 
on  its  firsi  transmission, !  still  rave 
about  it  to  anyone  who  will  listen, 
and  in  the  Iasi  two  weeks  have 
even  plugged  it  on  local  radio 
stations  in  the  course  of  trying  to 
explain  why  single  women  ~are 
funny,  for  God’s  sake,  and  not 
asocial  freaks  who  gel  down  in  the 
dumps  at  Christmas. 

Anyway.  in  jaSj  night's  final 

episode  —  The  Driving  Test  — 
Dolly  had  the  mosi  convincing  bad 
dream  of  the  evening:  her  examin¬ 
er  turning  into  a  dog  just  before 
reversui  g-round-a-comer.  Pond 
Life  deserves  to  be  a  classic.  I  just 
hope  Channel  4  repeats  it  at  a 
better  huur.  I  mean.  5.45?  What  a 
nightmare. 


•.r.'Ar-i* 


>80 


6.00am  BUSINESS  BREAKFAST  (95136) 
7-00  BBC  Breakfast  News  (T)  (37087) 
9.00  Breakfast  News  Extra  (T)  (1720890) 
9.20  STYLE  CHALLENGE  (4610109) 

9.45  KILROY  (6446258) 

1030  CANT  COOK,  WONT  COOK  with 
Kevin  Woodford  (11172) 

1130  NEWS  (T)  and  weather  (3066242) 

11.05  THE  REALLY  USEFUL  SHOW 
.  Consumer  advice  (5067156) 

11.45  SMHJJFS  PEOPLE  (963272Q 
12.00  NEWS  (T).  regional  news  aid  weather 
(8175659) 

ISLOSpm  SNOWY  RIVER  — THE 
MeGREGOR  SAGA  pi  76703) 

1230  MICHAEL  BARRY'S  CHOICE  CUTS 

(30470600) 

1.00  NEWS  (T)  and  weather  (30074) 

130  REGIONAL  NEWS  (69697266) 

1.40  NEIGHBOURS  (T)  (29417242} 

230  CALL  MY  BLUFF  (4277)  . 

230  THE  TERRACE  Last  in  the  series  (797) 
3.00  INCOGNITO  (6864) 

330  PINOGCHIO  (r)  (5744690)  3-50  Casper 
Classics  (r)  (1997242)  4.00  The  Itsy  Bftsy 
Spider  (r)  (1585600)  430  Julia  Jekyfl  and 
Harriet  Hyde  (T)  (8184635)  435  Smart 
Last  in  series  (!)  (7464277)  530 
Newsround  CO  (5022838)  5.10  The  Biz 
(T)  (8324345) 

535  NEIGHBOURS  (r)  (T)  (591682) 
ft.00  NEWS  and  weather  (T)  (420) 

630  REGIONAL  NEWS  (906)  .  .-  - 
730  WATCHDOG  Consumer  magazine  pre¬ 
sented  by  Arne  Robnson  (0  (8093) . 
730EASTENDERS  Lorraine  teams  a.  secret 
and  Grant  has  some  apologising  to  do  (T) 
(890) 

8.00  ANIMAL  HOSPITAL  DOWN.UNDER  In 

the  final  programme  from  Australia.  Rolf 
Harris  accompanies  a  flying  vet  to  what  - 
must  be  the  world's  smallest  and  meat 
crowded  veterinary  surgery  (T)  (1513) 
830  2POMT4  CHILDREN  First  of  two-part 
story  /which  concludes  tomorrow.  Ben's 
rrid-nte  crisis  is  worsening'  and  Bill 
Inherits  a  mysterious  gHt  (T)  (3548)  " . 
930  ftEWS  (T).  regional  news  and  weather 
'  (6987)  ' 

930  THE  THIN  BLUE  LINE  Fowfer  faces  a 
cBemma  when  Patricia  announces  she  is 
to  spend  her  leave  on  an  organised 
protest  against  a  new  bypass  (7)  (45819) 

10-0°MaWCROCOPfl-E  SHOES: 
■■■■  Boom  Jed  receives  somevital 
new  Information  which  toads  him  to  the 
men  by  whom  he  was  framed.  Last  in 
series  (1)  (199971)  ... 

10.55  QUESTION  TIME  With  Maicokn  Rrfltind, 
MP,  Clare  Short,  MP.-  Matthew  Parris,  a 
Times  columnist  and  Valerie  Amos  from 
the  Rurwymede  Trust  (T)  (355600) 

1135  CLIVE  ANDERSON  ALL  TALK  (r)  (T) 
(801384) 

1230am  FILM:  Taste  fire  Blood  of  Dracula 

(1970)  starring  Christopher  Lee,  Geoffrey 
Keen,  Gwen  Watford  and  Ralph  Bates.  A 

disapte  of  Dracula  recnjfls  three  Vctorian 

thrill-seekers  to  obtain  the  notorious 
Count’s  cfoak,  .  ring,  and  dried/ Wood.. 
Directed  by  Peter  Shady  (43627)-  • 

230  WEATHER  (5749597) 


630am  OPEN  UNIVERSITY:  TTBngs  at  file 
Alhambra  (7502074)  &2S  Sub  Haven 
(7521109)  630  The  True  Geomeby  of 
Nature  (8755071)  7.15  See  Hear 
Breakfast  News  (2854258)  730  The 
Legend  of  Prince  Valiant  (5602242)  730 
Blue  Peter  (5786258)  8.15  Noddy 
(5421345)  835  Pingu  (5349797)  835 
The  Record  (6812364)  630  Coppermine 
(37074)  moo  Ptaydays  (2280109)  1035 
The  Fugitive  (8944884)  11.15  The  Phi 
Sflvere  Show  (5577172)  1130  Flash 
Gordon's  Trip  to  Mara  (6387659)  1230 
Operation  Survival  (22426)  1230pm 
Working  Lunch  (50797)  130  Pingu 
(82013616)  135  Noddy  (99415797)  . 
1.15  FILM:  Ja*ay  (1947,  b/w)  Brooding 
-  drama  starring  Margaret  Lockwood  and 
cfirected  by  Bernard  Knowles  (63146155) 
235  BRAINWAVES  (1847971)  330  News 
(7803242)  335  The  Natual  World 
:  (2210180)  335  News  (6786548)  430 

.  Today's  the  Day  (BIB}  430  Ready. 
Steady.  Cook  (703)  530  The  Oprah 
Wnfrey  Show  (4453345)  530  Mary  Berry 
(883513)  535  Turning  Points  (884258) 
6.00  STAR  TREK:  DEEP  SPACE  NINE  (T) 
(525819) 

845  QUANTUM  LEAP  (r)  (T)  (663838) 

730 HRST  SIGHT  (432)  EAST:  Matter  of  Fad 
MIDLANDS:  Midlands  Report  SOUTH: 
Southern  Eye 

8.00  HUH  THE  WORKS'.  The  Stone 
Diaries  Following  the  creation 
.  of  “environmental"  sculptor .  Andy 
Goldsworthy's  latest  artwork  (T)  (9155) 
WALK:  Staretruck  in  Aberdare 
830  TOP  GEAR  Quentin  WSson,  Steve  Barry 
and  Michele  Newman  accompany  drivers 
on  the  London  to  Brighton  run  for  vintage 
cars  (I)  (4890) 

930 3RD  ROCK  FROMTHE  SUN  Dick  has  to 
arrange  a  funeral  and  Tommy  is  tom 
between  Cheryl  and  August  fT)  (4529) 


Young  new  East  Endera  (930pra) 

930  BANGLADESH  25  Film 

.  maker  Ruhut  Amin  documents 

ttB  fives  trf  Bangladeshis  who  have  made 
London’s  East  End  their  home  (T) 
(951093) 

10.15  ADS  INFINITUM  (851797)  -  -  -  - 

1030  NEWStUGHT  (T)  (151071) 

11  .-15 -LOOKING  FOR  TAT  (898600) 

1135  TTE  OLD  LADY  AND  THE  PIGEONS 

''(609258)- 

1135  CHAIRMAN’S  ORDHT  Animation  - 
•  totkJWBd  toy  Siding  Forecast  (207074) 
1230  PICTURE  THIS  (10730) 

1230am  THE.  LEARNING  ZONE:  Open 
■  University:  Out  ot  the  Melfing  Pot 
•  -  ■  (54846)  1-3bRoflecfions  on  a  Global 
Screen  (84488)  230  BaBering:  The 
Long  Search:  West  Meets  East/Loose 
Ehjrta/FaKh  to  FWfii  (32169)  430 
Business  and  Work:  Winning  (94223) 
.  5.00  Burin— «  and.  Work:  The  Small 

Business  Progntmme/20  Steps  to 
- Batter  Management  (72827) 


The  Works:  The  Stone  Diaries 

BBCZ.  SLOOpm  (Wales.  730pm:  Scotland, 

tomorrow  6.45pm;  not  Northern  Ireland ) 

National  Lottery  money  readies  into  the 
heart  of  rural  Cumbria  as  the  environmental 
sculptor  Andy  Goldsworthy  sets  to  work  on 
his  latest  creation.  This  is  no  less  than  the 
biggest  public  art  project  in  Europe.  Small 
wonder  that  it  heeded  £340.000  from  the 
Lottery.  The  idea  is  to  build  100  sculptures 
and  installations  related  to  sheep  fanning 
and  the  landscape.  Goldsworthy  is  also 
renovating  hundreds  of  sheepfolds  that  have 
fallen  into  disrepair.  The  project  is  intended 
as  a  tribute  to  I he  fanners  and  their 
ancestors,  who  have  been  working  the  land 
for  centuries.  But  not  all  of  them  take 
Goldsworthy*  work  as  a  oomp&menL 
“Neither  use  nor  ornament",  is  one  blunt 
verdict,  while  another  local  denounces  the 
new  sheepfolds  as  "a  waste  of  brass."  Used  to 
this  sort  of  thing,  Goldsworthy  is  emollient 
and  refuses  to  be  discouraged. 

Women  At  Play:  Still  Kicking 
Channel  4, 8.00pm 

Women  of  any  vintage  playing  football  is 
newsworthy,  but  when  the  average  age  of  the 
team  is  si  the  temptation  to  make  a 
documentary  about  them  must  be  hard  to 
resist  Nobody  is  pretending  that  Mary. 
Rose,  Phyllis.  Charlotte  and  Ivy,  who  make 
up  a  five-a-stde  combination  called  the 
Bombers,  are  fleet  of  foot.  That  they  kick  a 
ball  as  sweetly  as  they  do  is  notable  in  itself, 
though  any  tendency  to  patronise  is  firmly 
resisted  by  the  director,  Sarah  Swords.  The 
quintet  live  in  sheltered  accommodation  in 
Stockton-on-Tees.  They  started  playing 
football  to  raise  money  for  charity  and  their 
celebrity  has  spread  across  the  English 
Channel.  The  sporting  life  is  only  one  of  their 
activities.  Even  more  remarkable  is  a 
sequence  in  which  Mary  (88)  raid  Charlotte 
f 19 )  abseil  down  a  giant  pylon. 

Bangladesh  25:  New  Eastenders 
BBC2, 930pm 

Cbmptooiting  last  week’s  excellent 
documentary  about  the  birth  erf  Bangladesh 
comes  an  equally  perceptive  view  from 
Britain.  Ruhul  Amin  was  particularly  well 
qualified  to  make  it.  Heamved  in  Britain  at 
the  age  of  14  fo  late  1971,  when  iris. parents 
fled  the  civil'  war  which  confirmed 
Bangladesh v  independence  from  Pakistan. 
His  first  impression  of  London,  gained  from 
the  taxi  window  as  they  drove  from 
Heathrow  Airport,  was  seeing  trees  without 
leaves.  His  film  recalls  how  London  became 
a  focus  for  the  Bangladesh  freedom 
movement  and  reflects  on  the  experiences  of 
Bangladeshis  like  his  own  family  who  made 
the  East  End  of  London  their  home.  Mostly  it 
has  been  a  struggle,  against  racism,  lade  of 
jobs  and  die  reluctance  of  a.Western  secular 
society  to  accept  an  influx  of  Muslims. 

Crocodile  Shoes:  Boom 
BBCI,  10.00pm 

Now  here  is  a  funny  thing.  Jimmy  Nail's 
series  has  been  castigated  for  its  cavalier 
altitude  towards  plotting  yet  this  final 
episode  is  pkx.  [riot  and  almost  nothing  else. 
It  is  as  if,  having  strung  out  the  mystery  of 
the  record  scam  and  the  manager's  death  for 
so  long.  Nail  has  got  tired  of  teasing  us  and  is 
determined  to  wrap  everything  up  as  rapidly 
as  possible.  For  older  viewers  the 
denouement  may  call  to  mind  one  of  those 
old  Francis  Durbridge  serials,  where  the 
villain  is  finally  exposed,  makes  a  dash  for  it 
and  meets  a  sticky  end.  The  dialogue. 
usually  Nail's  strength,  hardly  has  a  chance 
and  when  it  does  surface  it  tends  to  lapse 
disappointingly  into  lines  about  lights  at  the 
ends  of  tunnels.  For  all  that,  it  has  been  an 
enjoyable  series.  Peter  Waymark 


630am  GMTV  (7769277) 

935  CAPTAIN  SIMIAN  AND  THE  SPACE 
MONKEYS  (4604548) 

930  STEP  BY  STEP  (2655345) 

1030 NEWS  fT)  (3550258) 

1035  REGIONAL  NEWS  (35595291 
1030  HUH:  Hearts  on  Fire  (1991)  starring 
Lesley  Ann  Warren  and  Tom  Sterna.  A 
passionate  love  affair  begins  when  a 
caring  husband  hires  a  woman  to  look 
after  his  wife,  who  has  multiple  sdeiosis 
Directed  by  Jeff  Bteckner  (23227258) 
12.10pm  CARTOON  (9287258) 

1230  REGIONAL  NEWS  (1224123) 

1230  NEWS  (T)  and  weather  (9585722) 

1235  SHORTLAND  STREET  (9497513)  135 
Coronation  Street  (r)  (T)  (6451646)  230 
Home  and  Away  (T)  (94818136) 

235  FILM:  A  Mom  For  Christmas  (1990) 
Concluding  the  drama  about  a  young 
girf’s  wish  bang  JuffiBed  (9141971) 

330  NEWS  (T)  (7983432) 

335  REGIONAL  NEWS  (7982703) 

330 THE  RIDDLERS  (5052105)  330 

Wizadora  (1993426)  330  Old  Bear 
Christmas  Special  (1452141)  435 
Scooby  Doo  (2886074)  4.15  Name  That 
Toon!  (1662703)  4.40  The  Goggles' 
Christmas  Giggle  (T)  (1645277) 

5.10  A  COUNTRY  PRACTICE  (r)  (7149345) 
540  HEWS  (T)  and  weather  (609093) 

630  HOME  AND  AWAY  (r)  fT)  (156867) 

635  HTV  NEWS  (234600) 

730  EMMERDALE  (T)  (3161) 


Cabbie  Um  Walker  (730pm) 

730 TAXI  A  black  cab  has  a  hidden  camera 
which  records  the  unsuspecting 
occupants  of  the  back  seat  (1/2)  (T)  (258) 
830 THE  BILL  Monroe  and  Conway  deal  with 
an  Irate  motorist  (T)  (9109) 

830  MICHAEL  BARRYMORE'S  STRIKE  FT 
RICH  Game  show  (T)  (8615) 

930  FILM:  Immediate  Family  (1990)  with 
James  Wood  and  Glenn  Close.  An 
affluent  couple  who  are  unable  to 
cono&ve  a  child  arrange  to  adopt  the 
baby  of  a  teenager,  agreeing  to  finance 
her  through  pregnancy.  Directed  by 
Jonathan  Kaplan.  Concludes  after  the 
News  (T)  (4887) 

10.00  NEWS  (T)  and  weather  (23109) 

1030  REGIONAL  NEWS  (369513) 

1040  FILM:  Immediate  Family  Concludes 
(434161) 

11 35  OASIS  —  BY  THE  SEA  (208083) 

1235  NEIL  YOUNG  LIVE  AT  THE  PHOeUX 
FESTIVAL  (4369643) 

135  NOT  FADE  AWAY  (4830579) 

235  FLUX  (64391 17) 

335  LATE  A  LOUD  (r)  (8366440} 

430 THE  TIME  ...  THE  PLACE  (45001) 

530 THE  NEW  MR  A  MRS  SHOW  (r)  (20204) 
530  NEWS  (15285) 


Aa  HTV  West  except 

1235pm  HOME  AND  AWAY  (9497513) 

135  SIMPLY  DELICIOUS  AT  CHRISTMAS 
(30111074) 

135  A  COUNTRY  PRACTICE  (29594345) 
230  VANESSA  (90218172) 

230330  HIGH  ROAD  (3563722) 

5.10-5.40  SHORTLAND  STREET  (7149345) 
635  CENTRAL  NEWS  (164906) 

1135  THE  EUROPEAN  PREMIERE  OF 
EVTTA  (519708) 

1230am  COOL  VIBES  (9462778) 

1235  WORLD  MUSIC  AWARDS  (595556) 
230  NOT  FADE  AWAY  (6442681 ) 

335  PLANET  ROCK  PROFILES  (67613136) 
335  FLUX  (8306204) 

430  JOBF1NDER  (79609001) 


Ac  HTV  West  except 
1235  EMMERDALE  (9497513) 

135-135  MASTERCRAFT  (30111074) 

135  HOME  AND  AWAY  (21054426) 
235-330  DR  QUINN,  MEDICINE  WOMAN 
(9141971) 

5.10-540  HOME  AND  AWAY  (7149345) 
630-730 WESTCOUNTRY  LIVE  (55242) 
1135  HUNTER  (208093) 


As  HTV  West  except 
1235  DINOSAURS  (9497513) 

135  HOME  AND  AWAY  (301 11074) 

135  SHORTLAND  STREET  (29594345) 
230  HOPE  AND  GLORIA  (90218172) 

230 A  WORLD  OF  WONDER  (3563722) 
5.10  HOME  AND  AWAY  (7149345) 

&00  MERIDIAN  TONIGHT  (722) 

630-7.00  ANYTHING  YOU  CAN  DO  (154) 
1135  PRISONER  CELL  BLOCK  H  (208093) 
430am  BEYOND  REASON  (45001) 

530  FREESCREEN  (20204) 


As  HTV  West  except 
1235pm  CROSS  WITS  (9497513) 

1 35  HOME  AND  AWAY  (301 1 1074) 

135  PERFECTLY  PETS  (21054426) 
235-330  DR  QUINN,  MEDICINE  WOMAN 
(9141971) 

5.10540  SHORTLAND  STREET  (7149345) 
630-7.00  ANGLIA  NEWS  (154) 

1135  HIGHLANDER  (208093)  ‘ 


Starts:  635am  PRO  STARS  (8832074)  730 
THE  BIG  BREAKFAST  (57797)  930  FHm: 
THE  PHANTOM  TOLL  BOOTH  (36668242) 
1035  THE  LEGEND  OF  WHITE  FANG 
(8819529)  1135  THE  PINK  PANTHER 
(7601277)  1130  DOG  CTTY  (7157221)  1130 
TERHYTOONS  13565074)  1230  HOUSE  TO 
HOUSE  (13722)  1230pm  A  BOX  FULL  OF 
STORIES  (41093)  130  SLOT  MEITHRIN 
(50884)  130  LEMMING  AID  (56670136)  145 
FHm:  THE  LONGEST  DAY  (81444123)  530  5 
PUMP  (1567)  530  COUNTDOWN  (451)  6.00 
NEWYDDION  (235249)  635  HENO  (167093) 
635  SION  A  SIAN  1316432)  7.00  POBOL  Y 
CWM  (361797)  735  PENBLWYDD  HAPUS 
(625838)  8.00  HOSANAWALI  (2221)  830 
NEWYDDION  (6258)  930  Y  PALMANT  AUR 
(2529)  1030  MATER10N  TRAMOR  (14451) 
1030  FHm:  POSSE  (50527529)  1235am 
DISPATCHES  (6077556)  130  TRAVELS 
WITH  MY  CAMERA  (3018952) 


635am  PRO  STARS  (8632074) 

7.00  THE  BIG  BREAKFAST  157797) 

9.00  FILM:  The  Phantom  Toll  Booth  (1970) 
Animated  version  of  the  children  s 
class*,  directed  by  Chuck  Jones  (Tj 
(36668242) 

1035  WHITE  FANG  (8819529)  11.05  Pfflk 
Panther  (7601277)  1130  Dog  City 
17157221 )  1130  The  Adventures  6t  Trr.ttn 
(3565074)  12.15  Super  Mano  Brothers 
(13722)  1230  A  Box  Fufl  ot  Stones 
(4 1 093)  1 .00  Sesame  Street  (46548)  2.00 
Lonely  Plane!  (9587426) 

2.45  FILM:  A  Connecticut  Yankee  In  King 
Arthur's  Court  (1989)  Screen  version  ot 
Mark  Twain's  classic  Directed  by  Mel 
Damski  (95915242) 

430  COUNTDOWN  (7)  (971)  530  Ricki  Lake 
(T)  (2213093)  545  Pink  Panther  (r) 
(973180)  6.00  New  Gamesmaster  (T) 
(364)  630  Holfyoaks  (T)  (616) 

730  CHANNEL  4  NEWS  (T)  (716529) 

730  THE  SLOT  (774987) 


frm  ‘  . 

•is/  A  *  o 


Rose,  Ivy  and  PtiyiUs  (830pm) 

8.00  WMSS&  WOMEN  AT  FLAY:  Stiff 
aflaffiwl  Kicking  A  report  on  the  Argyll 
Bombers  women's  football  team,  whose 
youngest  player  Is  73  (T)  (2221) 

830  TV  DINNERS  Chef  Hugh  Feamley- 
WhittingstaJI  observes  amateur  cooks  as 
they  prepare  opulent  dinner  parties 
Tonight  Australian  dhra  Felicity 
Keebaugh  prepares  a  dinner  tor  an 
eclectic"  group  ot  guests  and  Wendy 
Ingham  cooks  her  first  big  efinner  after 
attending  a  cookery  course  (T)  (6258) 
9.00  DISPATCHES  A  teacher  goes 
undercover  in  her  own  school  to  reveal 
the  true  state  ol  life  in  the  British 
classroom  If)  (T)  (960451) 

9.45  THE  LLOYDS  BANK  FILM 

CHALLENGE:  Cold  Season  In  the  last 
ol  the  competition  series  lor  young 
scriptwriters,  Tm  Weaver  from  Bath  tens 
the  story  of  John,  a  bulked  19-year-old 
with  learning  difficulties  who  takes  a 
courageous  step  forward  (T)  (891155) 
10.00  FILM:  Shopping  (1993)  Sean  Bean  and 
Marianne  FaithfuH  star  in  this  tale  of  two 
nval  ram- raid  vig  gangs  set  in  a  crumbling 
industrial  wasteland  which  is  transformed 
at  night  into  a  surreal  no-man’s  land 
Directed  by  Paul  Anderson  (T)  (185529) 
1145-1230  MOVIEWATCH  (r)  (129242) 
12.15am  BRETT  BUTLER:  The  Child  A/n’t 
Right  The  American  comedian  recorded 
during  a  live  performance  in  San 
Franctsco  (6934204) 

1230  THE  NIGHTMARE  YEARS  Concluding 
the  true  story  ot  an  American  Journalist 
working  in  Nazi  Germany  (r)  fT)  (397001 ) 
235  FILM:  A  Midsummer  Night’s  Dream 
(1935.  b/w)  James  Cagney.  Mickey 
Rooney  and  Olivia  de  HaviBand  star  in 
Shakespeare's  magical  comedy 
(3949515)  Ends  at  530 


•“‘I  'M*  ■ 

'  A 

-J 


9  For  more  comprdieiisivt 
listings  of  sateffite  and  cable 
cbanneK  see  the  Directory.  - 
published  on  Satmritoy 
SKY1-  .  '  ' 

Zflban  Lews  Oomacton  (P24BBB7}  730 
P*»  ror  Luck  (4ZSS*S1)MO^>P»^rt 
(330371)  *10  Hotel  (57B4066)  3.00 
AfWtwr World  (4351141)  MBThoOprah 
Wttuy  Shew  '(71700B3) 

14000006)  11.10 

«3Q6) iaJ»Qera)cto(BO0O^L»i»«i . 

S3  (51777)  3J»JennyJonwP6^)^ 

Ike  Oprah  WWray 
T«ic  fluffed  Gawrafc* 

Ntw  JdMnhjms  Ol  730 

The  Simpsons  (1  U»  730  SWp«« 

gag  anotte  awpJSfHSS'- 

Sncsohs  (9364)  OM  The  BMe1  Samson  - 

and  Dtffah  sgoss)  Tlio  Sto  TraJc 

Nte  GanB^^5B7)  The  Nwr 

Admues  of  Supemafl 

LAPO.  M7584)  130  ftefll  TV  (M372)  ZOO 

H  Uk  Lir®Ptay  (26575) 

SKi*  ■' 

730pm  Stw  Trefc  0«p  Space  I 
(1266806)  &00  PoS» 

UBDns  Gray  -(1134513) 
foHr,.wtti-DteU  Lfl0a™nn^“2 
1230  HU*  Jem** 
psn&«)- ajOOm  Ht  Mb  Leno  puy 
(85763TOJ 

SKYMEWS  — 

WtrtMte  mk  ewsraoe.  wrfh 
thetx»,a4  touweday.  saMTidaVB  s 

SKY  MOVIES  - 

zsKusssssas- 

SSSSSSj^B' 

Mm  jjooc  (IMA 

toedj  A  Search  lor  Juehee. 

(14730)-  ’  ■■ 

THE  MOVIE  dWWB- . 

AMm  IMni  TM  °*, ,?**£!  • 

(IflIS)  (48835)  T30  *  Jnunmr  *» 


C«M4X  th. (1 BBO)  (41723A30 
OIMT TWM  t1S««  (54385  «WnTropfc 
Zone  flM)  (TOSBfl}  1230  Mg  Dreeme 
end  im  Wgg 

ZOOpot  Eecepecle  kt  4epen  (W7) 


2JMpnr  EKeedi  h  Jlpan  (1BT) 
■p54OT'4J»  oevr  TMat  (IIM)  (8646) 
too  RooUeeflba  Yeeriiora)  (11890) 

gjoo  Mtedtete  fi»Q  (ateaqraaoTbe 
Movie  Show  (3B3221)  10.10  tUepdee- 
ee  (1994  (038461)  113B  .A  Women 
Scb^-d^CtMS)  (<3«BW  14ten 


(26000am  ■  a.10  Dengerrme  Wawaons 

SKY  MOVIES  GOfcD  _  _ 

UOpn  .  Hihhr ;  liM  •  Fool  (1MN 
(8560364)  6L00  i***»n*** 

Bemflt  lU  Clte^P^SJ  Mo 
Man'*  land 

Doelh  WM  0  (1062)  (5378074)  130ra> 

vSL  o i 

SJO  Umotoht  (18«2)  (682991^5 
THE  DISNEY  CHAHHEL  ^ 


(7606161)  11.10  m*» 

.1140  Umbrela  Trae  giB38i£ 

Fatale  Pock  (372410*  USB  ***8fs 

lie  Darimlna  Duek-SfflSBTO  ZX 

sssn snss&g 
exassflasas 
ssswsffsas 
SSBSSSAS 

[545T)  TOO  Home  bifla mmn 

9j»  Homo  h^xDwmert  ,f82B8fl  ft»- 
toMOeUM  GH»fl7Hg)  - 

.  Sky  Morite  BoMtetaKWar 

sKYSPC^TTSI  '  " 

UOM  SpqiwCenM  (Dte4B|  7M  Raong 
Haas  7  JO  CflOtC  ZKnbeDM  v 


(3772635)  a30.T»non 


P63606S)  &40 

B35  Grauxang  Itelft  p40foS7)  030  Hg 

.  (400548)  10.15. tempo 
1040  Mfckay-s  Pnnca  «4l«W« 
(7606161)  11.10 
.1140  Umbrefc  Tree  »1B381£ 

Frao gfe  Pock  (372410)  1*X  ***8fs 
W  Card  (12388B4)riJg  flod 


Enfiand  —  Urn  (1487242)  330pm  Foot 
bet  Superaar  Coadwg  —  Graham  La 
Souk  (47D3)  4,00  Ten  I’m  Bowing  (28S16) 
4JS9  Sports  Genre  (279724S)  MO  VUtes- 
tang  (444Q  8JXS  Spona  Centra  (68B7)  8J0 
Footed:  Superstar  CoBCtvng  —  Maik 
Bosrich  (46671  7j00  Cocker  Zlnnbabwe  v 
EjxdandlOAOStxxts  Centra  (481S5)  KUO 
Bodng  (70657)  1130  FW*»g  (36S13) 
123ram  Sports  Gantie  (87952)  too 
Footed.  Hatbustera  (58730)  2jOO  Boeng 
(439S2)  3JXMJ0  Spcns  Centra  (7C6JB) 

SKY  SPORTS  2 _ ; 

&00pai  Fishing  (6629520)  fl.00  Foote* 
League  Reidatt  (6532093)  1030  FcntbaT 
Nettustera  (6535180)  1130  Football 
Scrapbook  (37S8B35)1230em-13DHafl  of 
Fane:  Augtsy  tWon  —  Fiancofe  Planar 
(7138*07) 

SKY  SPORTS  3  • _ _ 

1830  FdoUmA:  Best  N  M  Tme  —  Englsti 
XI  (43494513)  130pm  F«»B»  (43S76161) 
2130  Root  M03ccri  Cup  1995  —  Uw 
(71202864)  530  Rebd  Epofls  (41034548) 
530  MottXSfXfl  (83644ffl4)  830  Seach. 
Voaeybol  (43490797)  730  Sports  Centre 
(41041884)  730  Root  Uescort  Cup  1B96 
—  Liva  (38403384)  1030  World  d  Saing 
(91SB2B5)  1130  Rebel  Sports  (10695635) 
1130*1230  Spam  Centre  (B41997B7) 

EUROSPOBT _ 

730am  Equesamam  ^0068)530  Sesn- 
-mho  -  Lw  (3290^  930  Das^Caray 
SMtns  (33242)  1030  BoMagh£37Z2) 
1130  Motors  (102SB)  1230  KaftTfl- 
ReviEW  c4  file  Season  (TtBKfl  130pm 
Fraeoyfe  SMng-  World  Cup  (14074)  130 
$nBMbBerding(S3364)230CiO8»Qcuiay 
Sidba  (8277)  230  Rgtae  Skasno  (97604) 
430  Otympie  Magazine  (7690)  530  Foot-. 
baB  (2« 87)  730  M  Spate  Em* 
axxteDaet  (2003)  730  Triaffitatt  H*«i 
komien  (TBffiffl  930  EquHttancrn  - 
Live  (47707)  1030  BowlQ  (B9635)  1130- 
1230 Track  Racing  (3488) 

GRANADA  PLUS _ _ 

£30n  The  Krypton  Fooor  (S788987)  830 
Once  Upon  a  Time  (29955616)  MS  Our 
Backyard  {82882100!  730  Mpftata  Zoo 
(7183804)  7,15  Owe  Hw  a  Time 
(82S13M)  730  The  Baton  el  the  Anufepe 
(1239161)  MO  Coranmon  Sbeet 
(1550432)  030  -The  Krypton  Fean 
( 1559703)  030  Ferrates  (147715^  230 
Albion  Market  (5077258)  1030Gooarey,  a 


Steve  Martin  In  the  comedy  Mead  kbits  (Movie  Channel  8.00pm) 


VBage  (6053074)  1030  Lean  B  lo  Charlie 
(1579567)  1130  Urue  tor  LyEha  (1255109) 
1230  CfeBK  Coronation  Street  (1560819) 
1230pm  Surgical  Spirt  (5071 074)  130  ThB 
Practice  (1153797)  130Famies(£fl70345) 
230  Wlar  the  War  (BO5470S)  330  Leave  It 
a  Charts  (1S77155)  330  AI  In  a  Day  s 
Wbrt  (14402S8)  430  SBm  (ZOIOSOO)  S30 
Lave  tor  Lytfen  (168X636)  830  Obsuc 
Carfineten  Stmt  (1366242)  630  Famtoe 
(1453722)  730  HoWtftg  the  Fon  (1665364) 
730  Surgical  Spirt  (1458906)  230  Sam 
16489520)  930  Gaasra  Ceronatton  Sam 
(2912103  939  The  Good  Ute  GoJcto 
(29636161  1030-11.00  Shades  of  Dak- 
ness  184BS18Q 

Prom  IIMtpmOSOwm  Mm»  end  Uotort 

GRANADA  GOOD  LIFE 

From  830m  030  TV  W0h  street- 
(neixte,  consunvtf  new*  and  teatww  and 
Your  Stars  preaenW  by  Russafl  Grew 
Ram  900-1230  Food  and  Woe.  h- 
cJudcs  raopos  arxJ  ideas  from  Odra  Smith 
Rom  1230330pm  HobMi  and  fteeuly- 
tneMoB  Nfltaat  Heatft 
From 330430 Home  and  Derim 

THE  SCI-FI  CHANNEL 
Hbna.  leaturts  and  ctarac  vmas  ewry  osy 


tamBpnHam  Monday  fcWKrastttyanc! 
1em*«am  Ttusday  to  Sunday  on  saielia. 
and  tram  SanHrtm  awary  day  on  cable 

TLC/DISCOVERY _ 

9L0Dam  The  Joyed  Paining  [46CE38)H30 
Tbe  Great  Gardening  Roc  (29192771  IBM 
Go  Rsftng  (9297346)  1Q30  HsCTttme 
(4631722)  1130  Tha  fiesJcrffion  Gome 
[1240513)  1130  Qatiwse  (124124211230 
iun'9  Country  Coefong  (46250741 
1230pm  Graham  Korr  (201330^  130  Van 
Can  CSflk  (1800871)  130  Home  Agan. 
with  Sob  Via  (29123641  200  Fumtfuro  » 
Go  (7873616)  230  Grow  Gteerrs 
(812354®  330  to  toil's  Farimg  Ativen- 
naes  (7885451)  330430  the  Old  KousO. 
wth  Sew  and  Norm  (B1 26093) 
WSCOVHtV  take*  o«or  ad  430pm. 
430pm  to  Hums  Hshng  ««rraa 
(8034600?  430  Hoadshoar  @030884)  S30 
Tints  Trarel^S  (779106^  S30  Terra  X 
(B127BM)  830  WW  Things'  Untamed 
Atneo  (7829884)  730  tot  Step  17077422} 
730  Amu  C.  OaAe'a  Wortd  ot  Strange 
Powers  (80315131  830  The  ftotessonafc 
(1631890)  OUOO  Top  Warques  2  11333277) 
UO  Rehtoe  (2900529)  1030  Ctesc 
Wheels  (1558513)  1130  Fete  ol  Armour 
11338723)  1130  Rales  ot  Armour 


(9293529)  1230  Oasac  Wheels  (BD676B2J 
130am  The  Extramstt  (54354071  130- 
230  SpecoJ  Forces  (71865751 

UK  GOLD _ 

730am  Gem  lor  Gold  (2624703)  735 
Ctassroafls  (32552471  830  NnsgWsourc 
(9372722)  B2S  EastEndat  (2320616)  930 
The  BA  (4548Q68)  930  C*e  by  One 
(BS387C3J  1030  The  SiArans  (4633180) 
1130  Seta/  Scmv  Task  Force  (1686513) 
1230  Crossroads  (40557529)  1SL2Spm 
Neighbours  (40550616)  1235  EaaEndera 
(1470513)  130  Terry  end  June  (1657068) 
2.10  A  btfle  Bd  til  Emery  (28927600)  ZZO 
Brash  Strokes  (17750741  330  Sale  Ol  tha 
Certify  (7894109?  330  The  BJ  (6120451) 
430  AS  Creatures  Great  and  SmoJl 
j  1338451)  5.00  £as£fidcr&  (600758*3)  535 
Grassraads  (ES94242)  830  Gel  Some  kt 
■?T26KS|  630  Ever  Decreasing  Odes 
.71306001 735  BtltJ'S  Fin  House  166174321 
7j45  Die  Other  One  W 76797)  630  (Acuna 
VVcod  as  Seen  on  TV  (2B3O03)  930  The 
Sc .aier  (1557864)  1030  Taggart 
|9122«32)  1135  The  Bdi  (25956951 1135 
Mont  Vice  i  5082345]  1230am  RUfc  Hot 
Enough  tar  Juna  (6193001)  235  Shop- 
parg  a:  MigW  (1S0295561 


830am  Swans  CrDsarg  (4000971)  &20 
K'eSCaui  Na  Narrad  Flames  (4984907) 
&45  Hallway  Across  the  Galaxy  and  Tun 
•e*  (974548, 7.15  Ready  or  Mol  (964161) 
735  Caltemia  Dwams  (963433)  8.15 
Srwe:  Vafley  Hsri  (418567)  8L4B  Art  Atrask 
(93122)91  930  Trry  TCC  (96B85481  930 
Bram  (9505834)  940  Johnson  and  Fncnds 
;ia6T66Ti  moo  Rooin  and  Rocra  ot 
CoeUKteC  Bay  (83625591  1020  Phtoeil 
the  Rog  (6399703)  1030  Charts  Chat 
>42963451 1130  Dlnobetms  (71 722)  1130 
Jim  Henson's  Animal  Show  (72461)  1230 
Barney  (78722)  1230pm  Where's  WteBy? 
3t&2i  130  Casper  And  FuenOS  (95074J 
130  Tny  and  Qn>  (94150242)  135 
Johnson  and  Funds  (41704074)  230 
Bump  130743663)  230  Mr  Berm  (2615677) 
330  H^vuay  Across  the  Gatov  end  Ton 
Lei  [6074)  330  Fteady  a  Na  (6161)  430 
C4ton>a  Oraene  (1068)  4304S30  Sweet 
Vaney  High  (61801 

NICKELODEON  _ 

630 Mi  Teenage  Mutant  Hero  Tinas 
(37068) «»  BWf  Mtee  (mm  Mare  (88690) 
730  Captain  &mdn  cmd  the  Space 
Mcnksys  B8277)  738  Talcs  tom  the 


CiypOeepct  1348841  8JB0  nagray  Max 
146109)  B30  Hey  Arnold  (361601  BJJO 
Rugrais  (196T6)  1030  fteol  Monster: 
(11662)  1030  Doug  £5616)  1130  Recto's 
Modem  Lite  (35906)  1130  Pt+a  and  Pare 
(36635)  1230  The  Secret  World  ol  Aka> 
Mach  (430681  13.30pm  Ren  and  Smpy 
(77567)  130  The  Ferafe  (2754B)  130 
space  Cases  (76838)  230  Clansss  Ex- 
plans  ll  Afi  (4451)  230  Doug  (7600)  330 
Real  Monsters  (1118)  330  SldoTi'  AmunO 
(2345)  430  BriXiO  the  Kid  (41B01  430 
Rugrais  (5744)  G30  Stte  Sda  (483Si 
830  Moasha  (BS2B)  630-730  Are  You 
Atraid  ot  Die  Dark?  (2103) 

PARAMOUNT _ 

730pm  DtfT/ent  Strokes  (5567)  7 JO 
Benson  (1093)  830  Due  South  >63377) 
030  Almost  Period  (42243)  930  Tan 
(57703)  1030  Erecnanmenr  UK  (44797) 
1030  Gut  Oh  Top  (36345)  1130 
Manmade  Mews  (27987)  11 JO  Mgmsiand 
(34155)  1230am  Sledge  Hammer)  |8S£,94j 
130  Due  SouSi  B4372|  230  Ertertaximert 
LBv  (92643)  230  Manmade  Ne*r&  |11?7fl) 
330 G«s  on  Top  (78468)  330430  Almas 
Perlecl  (95730) 

BRAVO _ 

1230  Faitasy  bland  (2B23436)  130pm 
Remtngson  5ic«e  (2905074 1 230  Manuml 
(9113600  130  Fantasy  island  (1249884) 
430  Masse  (7823093)  630  ThunaeitmK 
12926338)  730  The  Champon;  (1553066) 
830  Stosky  and  HJch  (1635616)  930 
Crime  Story  (1546160)  1030-1230  FILM: 
Ttm  Beyond  (1248155) 

UK  LIVING _ 

630am  Kamy  (1335635)  730  The  Agony 
Experience  (1862180)  730  The  Youig  and 
the  Resfess  (32412S8)  820  Ken  Hom  s 
Chtnra  Cookary  (1057884)  835  4  Turn, 
about  (B42S890I  935  Traral  Purjul 
(1957154)  1030  Entolainment  Mow* 
(64943451 1035  the  Jenv  Sponger  &<wr 
(1995567)  1130  The  Young  and  me 
Restless  (1500258)  1135  &oo*wte 
pypPSOH^  1238pm  Cd  the  Dccr  or 
(40011364)  1230GabndU  (2522513)  1.40 
Rowmo  (919M26)  230  The  Agony  Errpen- 
erca  C13S7S2)  330  Lne  at  Three 
(5170690)  430  WM  s  Sony  (W 
(2127074)  4J0  Tafcabout  (2384093)  S35 
Ungo  (45490600)  5J0  Ludty  Ladders 
(2147838)  830  l  Dream  ol  JeanntB 
01374511  830  Ready.  Steady.  Coca 
(4680203)  73S  Brooks  (4980971)  735 
TimbI  Pirsurt  (48948161  830  &wvval 


Practise  13956074)  BlOO  FILM:  Sendai  in 
a  SmaH  Town  13^56161)  1 1 30-1230  The 
Se*  Flies  117756001 

FAMILY  CHANNEL _ 

530pm  Blockbusters  |8819)  530  Tieasure 
Hunt  [E1074j  &30  CaJchprtase  (2797)  730 
The  Pyrarrao  Game  (5155)  730  Hart  10  Han 
(548391  830  Only  When  I  Laugh  (6fi2S) 
030  Bergerac  (S65 iSi  10M  Stay  Luc*y 
199616)  1130  Bagdad  Cafe  (63703)  1130 
FM  1771801  12.00  Lou  Grant  (42«6fij 
1.00am  Bergerac  |1 74661 230  Han  to  Hart 
(87310)  330  Lou  Grant  (683721  430  AH 
Together  No*#  (E93331 430^30  Tne  Brao 
S^bor  (72763) 


71m  24  hour  jBiario  chaanaL  incudes 
raws,  trams,  be  concert  (ootego.  tmw- 
siews  and  the  latest  music  udoochcns 


The  video  hit*  dwimL  CteM  rock  and 
pcf>  videos  and  the  best  new  sounds 

ZEE  TV _ 

730am  Jaagran  7  JO  biastyu  East  8J0 
Pakistan  Business  Update  930  HR  Tty  HJ 
Hai  9J0  Vcta  Zrtdcgi  1030 Bhoral  &  (Oioj 
1130  Shawr  1 1  jo  Banegi  Apm  Baa  1230 
Dostaan  1230pm  NtAlad  130  Hindi 
FILM:  Aazmaith  430  ZEE  Top  10  530 
ZEE  Zone  EM  Kya  SCOT  Ha  630  Yooeto 
Ae  Oo  6J0  ZEE  arxt  You  730 T«  1 B*  Ohup 
Men  BJh  Dup  7 JO  Cncmagic  830 
and  Euronras  ;54l565toi  8J0  Anoaz  930 
Jaal  9J0  Hasretem  1030  Commander 
10 JO  Cham  1130  Zee  Honor  Show 
1130-1230  flop  Ki  Fnnrash 

CARTOON  NETWORK/TNT 

Conihxiaua  cartoeoa  from  5am  to  8pm, 
then  TNT  films  aa  betow. 

SLOOpm  Tl»  CflM  Sam  T«»  ft98^  wm 
Faya  Dunaway  and  Rthaid  WOsmek 
(3fi?i33&4t  11,15  Go  Hated  In  tha  World 
(1981)  With  Gnna  Loiiabngida  and  Tony 
Franoosa  (71079066)  130am  Tha  Sacral 
Partner  (1961)  WRh  Stewart  Grongts 
(72651556)  230630  Tha  Cold  Sony 
Traa  (1989)1890874071 

PERFORMANCE _ 

700  Stan  Gaa  <39522561  800  Ana 
IB5S3451]  B3Q  God  Roi  Tuntndge  Weft: 
(3208857)  1030  Dvorak  s  Slabs  Mater 
(14J7B38)  1200  Ow*  Coma  (6683730) 


From  Simon  Wilde  in  bulawayo 


BUIA  VVAYO  (first  day  of  five: 
Zimbabwe  won  toss):  Zimba¬ 
bwe  have  scored  256  for  six 
wickets  against  England 

WHAT  could  have  ended  as  a 
day  of  acute  embarrassment 
for  England  was  turned  into 
one  of  satisfactory  achieve¬ 
ment  through  the  excellent 
bowling  of  Robert  Croft  on  the 
first  day  of  the  inaugural  Test 
match  against  Zimbabwe  here 
at  Queens  Club  yesterday. 
Zimbabwe,  at  times  130  for 
one  and  206  for  three,  reached 
stumps  on  2S6  for  six  on  a 
pitch  already  offering  slight 
turn. 

if  England  are  to  take 
control  of  the  game  there  is 
still  much  work  to  be  done. 
Andrew  Flower  and  Raul 
Strang.  Zimbabwe’s  seventh- 
wicket  pair,  both  have  Test 
centuries  to  their  names  and 
Strang  is  also  a  promising 
spin  bowler  who  may  subse¬ 
quently  have  an  even  more 


important  role  to  play  in  die 
outcome  of  the  match.  The 
reason  that  Strang’s  brother. 
Bryan,  a  left-arm  seamen  is 
playing  any  part  at  all  is 
because  Brandes  turned  an 
ankle  in  practice  yesterday 
morning  and  was  forced  to 
pull  out 

Flower  has  already  taken 
firm  root  and  resumes  today 
on  58,  having  been  at  the 
crease  more  than  three  hours 
and  faced  174  balls.  He  has  so 
far  dealt  capably  enough  with 
Croft,  whose  figures  of  three 
for  45  from  29  probing  overs 
suggest  England  have  discov¬ 
ered  their  best  off-spin  bowler 
for  years. 

By  giving  Silverwood  a  first 
Test  cap  rather  than  Caddicka 
recall  —  a  derision  that  cannot 
be  dismissed  as  a  failure,  as 
Silverwood  sustained  damage 
yet  finished  with  two  wickets 
—  England  opted  to  field  one 
of  their  least  established  at¬ 
tacks  in  recent  memory.  In 


(Smbdbwe  won  tossj 
ZIMBABWE:  FW  Jnrwigs 
GWRoMrcHuMaibSSrerncod  43 
(ISImri,  100  bads.  5  lows) 

S  V  Cartels  c  Cmvtoy  b  Sough  ..  0 
(7mtn.  3  bate) 

•A  D  n  Campbell  c  Starwood  b  Craft-84 
(156mm.  138  bate,  13  ku<s) 

D L Houghton c Stewart b Cron  ...  34 
(99rrsi.50brts,  1  six.  3  bum) 

tA  Rower  not  oU  - - - 58 

(19E<min,  174  bate.  7  tours) 

A  C  Widtat  c  Crawtoy  b  Craft  ... _ 15 

(53mta  47  bate.  1  touj 
Q  J  Wbfttafl  c  Atherton  b  Starwood  _  7 
[37mm.  30  bate.  T  tauT) 

PA  Strang  not  M* - -  0 

(17mm,  14  bate) 

Extras  0b  2.  w  2.  i*  11) .  15 

Total  (6  wkts,  SZ  swan.  384mm)  ....256 
H  H  Streak.  B  C  Strang  aid  H  R  donga  Id 
baL 

FALL  OF  WICKETS:  1-3  (G  WRowvZ).  2- 
130  (Campbell  80),  3-136  (Houghton  2),  4- 
206  (A  Flower  35).  5-235  (A  Romr  47).  6- 
252  lA  Flower  54). 


BOWUNG:  MuMy  14-3430  (pb  1.  w  1; 
6  lours:  5-1-194. 3-1-11-0, 4444. 2-1-4- 
0) :  Gough  21-4-70-1  (nb  5.  w  1:8  fours;  6- 
3-13-1,  44-184  5-1-164  44-154.  2-0- 
104):  Silverwood  154404  (nb  5.  7 
inn;  44-254  6-1 -25-1,  344-1);  Craft 
29-12-454  (1  six,  5  tours;  5-1-184,11-4- 
22-1. 12-6-7-2. 1-1-00);  TufneS  154-484 
(nb  1;  4  tours;  3444. 44-190, 8-2-194) 

SCORING  NOTES  (Brat  day):  Lunch: 
100-1  (30  overs.  123nrwt;  GW  Flower  34. 
CampbeB  70)  Tea:  2004  (GO  overs. 
245ntin.  Houghton  33.  A  Bower  31). 
Second  new  ball:  242-5  (84  auora)  al 
425pm. 

ENGLAJtorNVKmrau.  *M  A  Athenian,  tA 
J  Stewart  G  P  Thorpe.  N  Hussam  J  P 
Crawley.  ROB  Craft.  D  Gough,  A  D 
Mulany,  C  E  W  Starwood  aw  PER 
Tufnal 

Umpires:  R  S  Dunne  (New  Zealand)  and  I 
D  Bchardaon  Third  umpire:  R  B  T9n 
Match  idawc  Harwnant  Singh  0ncBa) 
TEST  TO  COME:  Second  (Harare): 
December  28 

□  CompHad  by  SB  BMW 


No  969  in  association  wilt 
BRITISH  MIDLAND 


ACROSS 

8  Carry  out  kill  (7) 

9  Baby  bam  or  snowy  bird  (5) 

10  Soft-cover  book  (9) 

1 1  Unopened  flower  (3) 

12  Infantry  weapon  (5) 

14  Personal;  a  soldier  (7) 

15  Release  (slave)  (7) 

17  Symbolic  item;  special-use 
coin  (5) 

19  Auction  item  0) 

20  Devoted  to  luxury  (9) 

22  Small  wood  (5) 

23  Be  given  (7) 


DOWN 

1  Plain  ring;  museum  official 
(6) 

2  Pile  (4) 

3  Officer  i/c  stores  (13) 

4  Make  off  (6) 

5  Pallet-shifting  vehicle  14-4.5) 

6  New  Zealand  rugby  player 
03) 

7  Heavy  food  (6) 

13  Work  properly:  formal  so¬ 
da!  event  (8) 

15  Of  evil  intent  (6) 

16  Herald’s  jacket  (6) 

IS  Centres  (of  cells,  atoms)  (6) 
21  Identical  counterpart  (4) 


St  British  Midland 

The  Airline  for  Europe 

PRESS:  THE  WINNER  will  receive  a  return  ticket  traveling 
Economy  Class  to  anywhere  on  British  NfldJantfs  domesti :  or 
internal]  anal  network. 

THE  RUNNER-UP  will  receive  a  return  ticket  to  anywhere  on 
British  Midland's  domestic  network.  British  Midland  otters  an 
extensive  range  of  destinations  throughout  the  UK  as  wefl  as 
Europe.  With  over  1,400  flights  a  week  to  15  European 
destinations  British  Midland  are  foe  Airtne  erf  Europe. 


Post  your  entry  to  Times Two  Crossword.  PO  Box  6886,  London 
E2  8SP  to  arrive  by  next  Monday.  The  winners’  names  and  sol¬ 
ution  wifl  appear  on  Tuesday. 

Name/Address  — — — . . . . — — 


SOLUTION  TO  NO  968 

ACROSS:  I  Hatchet  job  8  Cabaret  9  idiom  10  Suez 
11  Pedantic  13  Craze  14  Cress  16  Monmouth  17  Zany 
20  Large  21  Genetic  22  Retrospect 
DOWN:  1  Hocus  2  Table  manners  3  Hark  4  Tether 
5  Oligarch  6TMe4aitfe  7  Smacks  12  Veronese  13  COmely 
15  Stager  18Yadit  19  Onus 
/. 


addition  to  the  new  boy. 
Gough  was  playing  his  first 
Test  for  more  than  a  year, 
TufheU  his  first  for  two  years, 
while  Croft  —  though  no  one 
would  have  thought  it  —  had 
played  for  England  only  mice 
before,  at  the  Oval  four 
months  ago. 

This  meant  that  Muflally 
was  cast  in  the  role  of  senior 
performer  and  he  failed,  woe¬ 
fully.  to  live  up  to  tire  part 
After  Gough  had  given  Eng¬ 
land  a  wonderful  start  by 
forcing  Carlisle  to  fend  off  his 
third  ball  of  the  day  into  the 
hands  of  Crawley  at  short  leg. 
giving  Gough  his  first  Test 
wicket  for  18  months.  Mull  ally 
became  the  central  figure  in  as 
inept  a  session  of  cricket  as 
England  have  produced  for 
many  a  year,  and  that  is 
sayingsomething. 

Wi  thin  minutes  of  Carlisle's 
departure,  the  new  ball  was 
bong  systematically  wasted, 
the  zest  had  disappeared  from 
England’s  game  and  runs 
were  flowing  like  water  off 
Victoria  Falls.  For  this,  credit 
must  be  given  to  the  left- 
handed  Alistair  Campbell, 
who  was  unfazed  by  his 
modest  record  at  Test  level  (he 
has  yet  to  score  a  century  in  21 
Tests)  and  the  fact  that  he  was 
captaining  Zimbabwe  for  the 
first  time  in  a  home  Test  and 
proceeded  to  tear  into  the 
England  attack. 

Even  he  admitted,  though, 
that  he  would  not  have  played 
such  a  positive  game  had  not 
the  balls  been  there  to  hit 
Within  his  first  15  balls  he  had 
strode  four  fours,  three  of 
them  pulled  and  driven  in  the 
same  Mull  ally  over,  and  no 
sooner  had  Silverwood  come 
into  the  attack  than  he  was 
dispatched  for  three  fours  in 
one  over  as  well.  Campbell 
scored  50  in  70  minutes  and  fay 
lunch  had  moved  on  to  70,  fed 
on  a  diet  that  he  consumed 
with  relish. 

At  the  other  end.  no  less 
ominously.  Grant  Flower, 
who  batted  11  hours  for  an 
unbeaten  double-century 
when  Zimbabwe  recorded 
their  only  Test  win,  over 
Pakistan  last  year,  had 
dropped  anchor.  In  the  first 
hour  he  scored  12,  in  the 
second  22;  and  it  was  his 
dismissal,  to  a  brilliant  diving 
catch  by  Hussain  at  third 
slip  off  Silverwood  40  minutes 
into  the  afternoon,  that 
marked  the  turn  in  England’s 
fortunes. 

Three  overs  later.  Croft, 
whose  first  ball  of  the  day 

Newcastle 
to  unveil 
plans  for 
stadium 

By  Our  Spores  Staff 

NEWCASTLE  United  will  to¬ 
day  map  out  its  financial 
future  by  outlining  plans  for  a 
new  stadium  and  a  stock 
market  flotation.  Explaining 
the  thinking  behind  a  bigger 
stadium.  Sir  John  Hall,  die 
dub’s  owner,  said:  “We’re 
very  conscious  that  the  kids 
can’t  get  in.  The  next  genera¬ 
tion  can’t  get  Into  the  stadium. 
We’ve  been  too  successful" 

The  combination  of  a  bigger 
stadium  and  a  share  issue 
would  offset  some  of  Sir  John's 
heavy  investment  in  players 
and  pave  tire  way  for  further 
spending.  St  James’  Park  has 
a  capacity  of  only  36,610  at  a 
time  when  the  dub  could 
attract  50,000-plus  crowds. 

Graham  Courtney,  the 
dub’s  press  officer,  said:  “We 
have  got  plans  for  a  new 
stadium  and  tomorrow  well 
say  where  we  want  it  to  go. 
Where  it  does  go  and  what  it  is 
like  is  up  to  the  council  If  they 
don’t  approve  the  plans,  well 
have  to  think  again.” 

The  dub’s  preferred  site  is 
believed  to  be  on  Castle  Leazes 
Moot,  but  it  has  also  been 
suggested  that  it  might  move 
out  of  Newcastle  to  a  site  in 
Gateshead. 

HaS  had  originally  planned 
to  float  his  ambitious  scheme 
to  create  a  sporting  dub.  with 
basketball  ice  hockey  and 
rugby  teams,  along  the  same 
lines  as  Barcelona.  However, 
ii  is  now  thought  that  only  the 
football  dub  will  move  for  a 
foil  market  listing,  with  esti¬ 
mates  of  a  value  for  the  dub 
ranging  between  £140  million 
and  £200  million. 

Newcastle  flotation,  page  21 


Croft  is  congratulated  by  his  England  colleagues  as  appeals  for  a  catch  at  short  leg  against  Waller  are  upheld  at  Queens  Club  yesterday 


earned  a  concerted  appeal  for 
leg-before  against  the  Zimba¬ 
bwe  captain,  finally  got  his 
man  when  he  threw  the  ball 
up  to  Campbell  inviting  him 
to  drive,  and  saw  the  ballskew 
high  to  Silverwood  at  back¬ 
ward  point.  Campbell  had 
again  missed  out  on  a  century 
but  his  84,  in  a  snore  of  136  for 
three,  was  worth  its  weight  in 
gold  to  his  pride. 


England  had  no  further 
success  before  tea  but  as  the 
temperature  dropped  from  its 
cruellest  heights,  they  enjoyed 
by  far  the  best  of  the  final 
session.  During  it  they  conced¬ 
ed  only  56  runs  and  d aimed 
the  wickets  of  Houghton,  who 
would  have  had  his  sights  set 
cm  nothing  less  than  a  century. 
Waller  and  Whhtall. 

It  was  now  that  Atherton 


Owen’s  worries 
spread  to  fleet 

By  Edward  Gorman,  sailing  correspondent. 


JUST  a  week  after  3Com  lost 
her  forestay,  another  BT  Glob¬ 
al  Challenge  yacht  has  suf¬ 
fered  a  similar  structural 
failure  as  the  fleet  continues 
through  the  Southern  Ocean, 
towards  Wellington,  in  tough 
conditions. 

The  failure  on  Global 
Teamwork  of  the  85ft,  14mm 
stainless  steel  wire  stay  that 
runs  from  the  top  of  the  mast 
to  die  bow.  is  a  worry  for  race 
organisers  and  the  technical 
director.  Andrew  Roberts, 
because  it  reinforces  the  possi¬ 
bility  that  the  fault  may  be 
replicated,  to  some  degree,  on 
many  of  the  14  boots. 

The  crew  on  Globed  Team¬ 
work  was  extremely  disap¬ 
pointed  to  discover  the  fault 
after  putting  up  a  strong 
performance  on  this  leg.  hav¬ 
ing  led  for  much  of  the  way 
before  bedding  third  [dace. 
Early  yesterday  they  were 
again  making  gains  an  their 
nearest  rivals,  die  leader. 
Group  4.  and  the  second- 
placed  Save  The  Children. 
when  the  failure  was  discov¬ 
ered  during  a  rig  check. 

The  inspection  revealed  that 
five  of  the  19  strands  of  wire 
that  comprise  foe  stay  had 
broken.  "The  breaks  are  at  foe 
top  of  foe  mast,"  Merfyn 
Owen,  the  skipper,  said.  “We 
took  foe  mainsail  down,  slack¬ 
ened  off  foe  rig  and  sent  a  man 
up  the  mast  to  drop  the 
forestay  to  the  deck  with  foe 
idea  of  cutting  foe  wire  and 
reterminating  foe  stay.  This 
was  a  plan  we  had  had  since 
first  bearing  of  the  problems 
on  3Com  and  finding  two 
broken  strands  ourselves." 

However,  the  rough  condi¬ 
tions  have  prevented  the  crew 
from  completing  a  repair 
because  of  foe  danger  of 


dropping  any  of  the  fittings 
over  tire  side.  Global  Team¬ 
work  was  thus  plodding  along 
under  reduced  sail  and  unable 
to  carry  any  canvas  on  her 
forestay.  “Unless  we  can  find  a 
period  of  relatively  calm  sea  to 
undertake  a  jury  rig,  prospects 
for  an  early  improvement  in 
our  performance  are  bleak,” 
Owen  said. 

In  the  case  of  3Com,  the 
forestay  sheared  right  through 
but  the  crew  was  able  to  save 
the  mast  by  quickly  replacing 
the  broken  stay  with  two 
halyards.  Since  then,  David 
Tomkinson  has  managed  to 
reinstate  foe  wire  in  tire  way 
that  Owen  is  now  hoping  to. 


BT  Challenge  chart 


Several  other  crews  have 
also  found  breaks  in  the  stays, 
including  Save  The  Children. 
where  there  are  worrying 
signs  of  deterioration  in  both 
the  forestay  and  the  backstay. 

The  latest  ranking  order, 
meanwhile,  shows  that  Group 
4  and  Save  The  Children  are 
stifl  fighting  it  out  at  foe  front, 
a  good  60-70  miles  ahead  of 
four  boats  that  are  evenly 
matched  in  third  position. 
They  are  Toshiba  Wave  War¬ 
rior Concert,  Motorola,  and, 
until,  yesterday  at  least.  Glob¬ 
al  Teamwork. 

In  the  Vendfe  Globe  single- 
handed  non-stop  round-the- 
world  race,  ftte  Goss,  of 
Great  Britain,  on  Aqua  Quo¬ 
rum,  is  in  ninth  position,  2.632 
miles  behind  the  race  leader. 
Christophe  Auguin,  of  France, 
an  Geodis.  The  second  Briton, 
Tony  Builimore,  on  Bade 
Challenger,  was  in  eleventh, 
and  last  position. 


first  employed  Croft  and 
Tufnell  in  tandem  and  now 
that  Croft  bowled  his  most 
telling  spell,  12-6-7-2. 
Houghton,  who  had  begun 
edgily  but  settled  in,  went  back 
to  defend  and  was  beaten  by 
extra  bounce,  and  Waller,  on 
his  debut  pushed  forward 
and  was  caught  at  short 
leg. 

By  now,  Croft  was  getting 

Mansell 
refusing 
to  take  a 
backseat 

NIGEL  MANSELL  yesterday 
denied  that  he  has  retired 
from  formula  One  for  good 
after  tinning  down  the  chance 
to  drive  for  Jordan-Feugeot 
next  season. 

There  appeared  to  be  no 
way  back  for  Britain’s  1992 
world  champion  after  his  deri¬ 
sion  to  reject  Eddie  Jordan's 
approach,  but  yesterday  he 
said:  “I  haven’t  retired.  Other 
opportunities  are  possibly  out 
there,  i  am  a  very  patient 
person,  a  little  bit  older  now 
and  mare  mature,  and  I’m  just 
going  to  wait  and  see  what  is 
round  foe  comer.”  - 

Mansell  was  just  03sec  off 
foe  pace  set  by  Ralf 
Schumacher  in-  testing  last 
week,  despite  being  out  of  a 
grand  prix  car  for  19  months 
after  his  embarrassing  come¬ 
back  with  McLaren. 

Despite  being  excited  by  the 
prospect  of  competing  at  the  j 
top  again,  and  foe  lure  of  a  j 
probable  £5  million  fee.  j 
Mansefl  turned  down  the 
chance  of  returning  as  the 
sport  as  its  oldest  driver. 

“I  thoroughly  enjoyed  my 
test  in  Banxfona  and  foe 
professionalism  and  atmo¬ 
sphere  of  the  Benson  and 
Hedges  Jordan  team  was  as 
good  as  any  I  have  ever 
worked  with,”  Mansell  said. 

“H&wever,  after  consulta¬ 
tions.  with  my  family  and 
business  advisers,  I  quickly 
came  to  realise  that  my  sched¬ 
ule  would  not  permit  me  to 
give  sufficient  time'  to  the 
Jordan  team  and  their 
.  sponsors." 

Mansell  will  now  concen¬ 
trate  on  his  golf  complex  In 
Devon,  where  he  has.  reduced 
his  handicap  from  five  to  one 
in  the  last  year. 


the  ball  to  turn.  Among  the 
skills  of  this  intelligent  cricket¬ 
er  are  that  he  knows  howto  set 
a  field  and  knows  what  pace  to 
bowl  on  certain  pitches  so  as  to 
give  the  ball,  and  himself,  a 
chance.  People  queued  up  to 
speak  words  of  praise  for  him 
yesterday,  including  David 
Lloyd,  die  England  coach,  and 
Campbell,  knit  foe  Welshman 
was  not  getting  carried  away. 


“I  am  a  confident  cricketer 
but  I  have  played  long  enough 
to  know  that  every  day  you 
have  to  go  out  there  and  be  up 
for  it,"  he  said.  “When  I  was 
first  chosen  by  England  it 
came  as  a  surprise  and  I  told 
myselfc  ‘Make  sure  you  enjoy 
it*.  *  He  certainly  did  that 
yesterday  and  without  him 
England  would  have  been  in  a 
sorry  mess. 


7 :  t  ~r-~  : 


Brewed  ihE  charlss  wells  family 
BREWERY,  BEDFORDSHIRE .  ^5T,  iS?6. 
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